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introduction. 


It is not improliahle that some of those who roa-l 
l,ook. may feel a wish to know in what nmnner I l.ccame 
nossessetl of the mamiscript. Such a .iesu-c is too J'>st ami 
natural to be thwarted, aud the tale shall be told as biielly 

as possible. 

Durin- the summer of 1828, while travelling among 
those valleys of Switzerland whicli lie between the two 
great ranges of the Alps, and iii which both the lihono 
and the Rhine take tlieir rise, I had passed from the sources 
of the latter to those of the former river, and had reached 
that badn in the mountains tliat is so celchrah-d for con. 
turning the (jlacier of the Rhone, when chance gavi- nu; one 
of those rare moments of sublimity and solitude, which are 
the. more precious in the other hemisphere from their intie- 
quency. On every side the view was hounded by high and 
ragged mountains, their peaks glittering near the sun. while 
directly before me, and on a level with the eye, lay that 
miraculous fi'ozeu sea, out ot whoso drijipings the Rhono 
starts a foaming river, to glance away to tlie <listant Medi- 
terranean. Ror the first lime, during a pilgrimage of ycarfl, 

I felt alone with nature in Europe. Alas ! the enjoyment, 
as all such enjoyments necessarily are amid the throngs of 
the Old "World, was short and treacherous. A party came 
round the angle of a rock, along the narrow bridle-path, in 
single file ; two ladies on horseback, followed by as many 
geutlemen on foot, and preceded by the usual guide. It 
was bw •mall courtesy to rise and salute the dove-like eyes 
and niooming ciieeks of the former, as they passed. They . 
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wore Englisli, aod tlie gentlemen appeared to recognize me 
as a con itrymau. One of the latter stopped, and politely 
inquired if the passage of the Furca was obstructed by 
SHOW. lie was told not, and in return for the information, 
said that I would find the Grimsel a little ticklish ; “ but," 
he added, smiling, “ the ladies succeeded iu crossing, and 
you will scarcely hesitate.” I thought I might get over a 
ditiicuJty that his fair companions had conquered. He then 
told me Sir Ilerhert Taylor was made adjuiauL-goucral, and 
wished me good morning. 

I sat reflecting on the character, hopes, pursuits, and 
interests of man, for an hour, concluding that the stranger 
w’as a soldier, w'lio let some of the ordinary workings of his 
tiiou'dits overflow in this brief and casual interview. To 

9 

resume mj’ solitary journey’, cross tbe Rhone, and toil my* 
way up the rugged side of tlie Grimsel, consumed two more 
hours, and glad was I to come in view of the little chill- 
looking slioet of waiter on its summit, which is called the 
Lake of tlie Dead. The path was filled with snow at a 
most criticid point, where, indeed, a misplaced footstep 
might betray the incautious to their destruction. A large 
party on the other side appeared fully aware of the difli* 
culty, for it had halted, and was in earnest discussion witl: 
the gukle, touching the practicability of passing. It wa:j 
decided to attempt the enterprise. First c;unc a female ol 
one of the sweetest, serenest countenances I had ever seen. 
She, too, was English; and though she trembled, and 
blushed, and laughed at heiself, she came on w’ith spirit, 
and w'ould have reached my side in safety, had not an un- 
lucky stone turned beneath a foot that was much too pretty 
for those w Id hills. I sprang forward, and was so happy 
an to save her from destruction. She felt the extent of 
the oblig«ti3n, and expressed her thanks modestly but witli 
fervor. In a minute we were joined by her husband, who 
grasped my’ hand with warm feeling, or ratlier with the 
emotion one ought to feel who had witnessed the risk he 
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liad just run of losing an angel. The lady Rocn’.cd satisfic-l 
iX leaving us together. 

“ You are an Knglishman ? ” said the stranger. 

“ An American.” 

“An American! This is singular — will yon pardon -i 
''jocstion ? You have more than saved iny life — you have 
prohahly saved my reason — will you pardon a question? 
Can money serve you ? ” 

I smiled, and told him, odd as it might appear to him, 
(hat though an American, I was a gentleman. Ho appeared 
cmharrassod, and his line face woi'ked, until I began to 
pity him, for it was evident he wished to show me, in some 
way, how much he felt he was my debtor, and yet he did 
not know exactly what to propose. 

* "We may meet again,” I said, squeezing his hand. 

“ Will you receive my card ? ” 

“ Most willinglv.” 

He put “Viscount Householder” into my hand, and in 
return I gave him my own hiimhle appellation. 

He looked from the card to me, and from me to the card, 
and some agreeable idea appeared to flash upon his mind. 

“ Shall you visit Geneva this summer ? " ho asked, ear* 
uestly. 

“ Within a mouth.” 

“ Your a<ldross ” — 

“ Hotel de I’Ecu.” 

“ You shall hear from me. Adieu.” 

We pat ted; he, his lovely wife, and his guides descending 
to the Rlioue, wliile I pursued my way to the Hospice of 
the Grimsel. Within the month I received a large packet 
at L’^lcu. It contained a valuable diamond ring, with a 
request that I would wear it, as a memorial of Lady House- 
holder, and a fairly written manuscript. The following 
short note explained the wishes of the writer: — 

Proridence brought us together for nv>rc purposes than were at 
b parent. I have long hcsitaicd ab,iut publishing the accoinpanying ni.r* 
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rativo, for in England there is aclisposilion to cavil at extraordinary facts, 
hut the distance of America from mj' place of residence will completely 
save me from ridicule. The world must have the truth, and I see no bet- 
ter moans than by rcsortin? to your agency. All I ask is, that you will 
nave the book fairly printed, and that you will send one copy to my ad- 
dress, Householder Ilall, Dorsetshire, England, and auolher to Captaiu 
Noah Poke, Stonington, Connecticut, in your own country. My Anna 
prays for you, and is ever your friend. Do not forget us. 

Yours, most faithfully, 

HoUSEHOt-DER- 

I liave complif'fl with this request, and having 

sent tlie two copies according to direction, the rest of the 
edition is at the disposal of any one who may feel an incli- 
nation to pay for it. In return for the copy sent to Ston- 
ington, I received the following letter : — 

Os DOVRD rne Ottzr asi> Dot.LT|t 
SrU.S.MN’TU.N, April 1?%. I 

Auxnon of Thr Srv, EsQi’inK: — 

Diar 5/r, — Your favor is come to hand, and found me in good 
henllh, «« I hope these few lines will have the s.ime advantage with you. 
I have read the book, and mii't say there is some truth in it, whicli, I sup- 
pose, is as much as befalls any book, the llible, the Almanac, and tlie 
State Laws excepted. I remember Sir John well, and shall gainsay noth- 
in'» he testifies to, for the reason that friends shouUl not contradict each 
other. I was also acfpiainted wilh the four Monikins he speaks of, though 
! knew them by different names. Miss Poke says she wonders if it’s nil 
tnte, which I won’t tell Iter, seeing that a little unsartainty makes a 
woman rational. As to my navigating without geometry, that’s a matter 
that wasn’t wnrllt booking, for it’s no cur’osity in these parts, baling a 
look at the compass once or twice a day, and so I take my leave of yon, 
witli offers to do any commission for you among the Sealing Islands, for 
xfbich I sail to-morrow, wind and weather permitting. 

Yours to sarve, 

Nuah Poeb. 

To fheAuTitoR op Tna Spt, Esquire, 

■■■ — County, York State. 

P. S. — I always tolfl Sir John to steer clear of too much journalizing, 
but he did nolhirig but write, night and day. for a week; and as you brew, 
you must bake. The wind has chopped, and wo shall take our anchor 
I his tide; so no more at present. 

N. B. — Sir John is a little out about my eating the monkey, which 
I dhl, four years before 1 fell in with him, down on the Spanish Main. It 
was not had food to the ta^^te, but was wonderful narvous to the eye. 
r’ally thought I had got hold of Miss Poke’s youngest born. 



THE MONIKINS. 


CHAPTER I. 

THE author’s pedigree — AI.SO THAT OF HIS FATt-lCS. 

The philosopher wlio broaches a new tlicory is bouinl to 
fiiniish, at least, some elementary proofs of the reasnuuble* 
ness of bis positions; and the historian wlio ventures f.. 
record marvels that have hitherto been bid from huinaii 
knowledge, owes it to a decent regard to the opiuiotis C‘f 
others, to produce some credible testimony iu favor of Ins 
veracity. I am pcculiaily place<I in regard to these two 
great essentials, having little nsore tlian its plausibility t<> 
ofler in favor of my jihilosophy, and no otlier witness than 
myself to establish the important facts that arc now about 
.'o be laid before the reading world for the lirst lime. In 
this dilemma, I fully feel the weight of responsibility under 
which 1 stainl ; for tlicre are truths of so little a[>pareut 
probability ns to ajipear fictitious, and fictions so like the 
truth that the ordinary observer is very apt to allinn that 
he was au eye-witness to their existence; two facts that all 
our historians would do well to bear in mind, since a 
knowledge of the circumstances might spare tliem the 
mortification of having testimony that cost a deal of trouble 
discredited, in the one case, and save a vast deal of paiiifu! 
and unnecessary labor, in the other. Tlirown upon myscl*^. 
therefore, for what the French cjill Ics p/errs jvx/tfirutivf!: 
of my theories, as well as of my facts, 1 see no bettor way 
to prepare the reader to believe me, than by giving an 
unvarnished narrative of my descent, birth, educiitiou, and 
life, up to the time I became a spectator of these woudciiul 
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facts it is my happiness to record, and with which it is now 
his to he UKule actjuainted. 

I shall be^in with my descent, or pedigree, both because 
it is in tlie natural order of events, and because, in order 
to turn this portion of my narrative to a proper account, in 
the way of giving credibility to the rest of it, it may be of 
use in helping to trace eflects to their causes. 

I have generally considere«l myself on a level with the 
most ancient gentlemen of Kuiojie, on the score of descent, 
few families being more clearly and directly traced into the 
mist of time than that of which I am a member. My 
descent from my father is undeniably establislied by the 
jiarifli register as well as by the will of that person liimself, 
and I believe no man could more directly prove the truth 
of the w hole career of liis family than it is in my power to 
shew that of my ancestor up to the hour when he was 
found, in the second year of his age, crying with cold and 
Imnger, in the pari^!l of St. Giles, in the city of Westminster, 
ainl in tlie United Kingdom of Great Hritain. An orange- 
woman had July on his sutlerings. She fed him witli a 
crust, warmed him with jmrl, and then humanely led him 
to an individual with whojn she was in the habit of having 
frequent but angry inteiviews — the parish oflicer. The 
case of my aiiccstor was so obscure as to be clear. No one 
could tell to whom he belonged, whence he came, or what 
was likely to become of him : and as the law did not admit 
of the starvation of childreu in the street, under circum- 
stances like these, the parish oflicer, after making all proper 
eflbrts to induce some of the chihlless and benevolent of his 
actpiaintance to believe that an infant thus abaiidoued was 
intended as an especial boon fjom Trovidence to each of 
them in particular, was obliged to commit my father to the 
keeping of one of the regular nurses of tlie parish. It 
was fortunate for the authenticity of tliis pedigree, that such 
was the result of the orange-woman’s application ; for. had 
mv northy aticestor been subjected to the liappy accidents 
and generous cajuices of voluntary charity, it is more than 
IjrohaUe I should be driven to throw a veil over tliose 
important years of his life that w^re uotoriousLy -lassed it 
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t’ie workliou^^e, but wliich, in consetjiionce of tliat occur- 
rence, are now easily authenticated I»y valid minutes and 
doeuinentarv evidence. Tlius it is that there exists no void 
in tlie annalsof our familv. even tliat ncriod which is usually 
rememl>ere<l through gossiping and i<lK‘ tah.-s in ilm lives of 
most men, being matter of legal record in that of my pro- 
genitor. and so continued to be down to the day of his 
j>resunietl majority, since he was indebted to a careful 
master tlie jnomciit tlie pari^li could with any h-gality, put- 
ting decency quite out of tlie (juestion. get rid of him. I 
ought to have said, that the orang<‘-womaii, raking a hint 
from the sign of a butcher opposite to whose ch)or my 
ancestor was found, had very cleverly given him the name 
of Tliomas Goldencalf. 

This second important transition in the nfkiirs of my 

father might be deemed a presage of bis fuluic fortunes. 

He was bound apprentice to a tra<ler in fancy aiticles, or a 

shopkeeper who dealt in such ohjecls as are usually p' 

chaseil by those who do not well know what to do with tin. ; 

money. This trade was of immense advantage to the future 

inosperity of tlie young adventurer; for, in adilitioii to tlie 

known fact that they wlio amuse ai'e much better jiaid than 

they wiio instruct their fellow-creatures, his situation enalded 

him to study those caprices of men, whicli, properly im- 

proved, are of themselves a mine of wealth, as well 'as to 

gain a knowledge of the important truth that the greatest 

events of this life arc much otleuer tlio result of iuuiulse 
than of calculation. 


I liuve it by a direct tradition, orally conveyed from tlie 
bps of my ancestor, tliat no one could be more lucky ibao 
lumsclf lu the character of Ids master. This persona<re, 
who came, m time, to be my maternal grandfather, was mie 
ot those wary traders who encourage others in their folli-'S 
with a view to his own advantage, and the experience of 
.fty years had rendered him so expert in the practices of 
ns CiUlmg, tliat it was seldom he struck out a new vein in 
ns mine, without finding himself rewarded for the enterprise 
by success that was fully equal to his expectations. 

iom, he said one day to bis apprenlice, when lime bad 
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prcch ced confidence and awakened sympathies between 
them, “ thou art a lucky youth, or the parish officer would 
never have brought thee to my door. Thou little knowest 
the wealth that is in store for thee, or the treasures that are 
at thy command, if thou provest diligent, and in particulaf 
faithful to ray interests.” My provident grandfatlier never 
missed an occasion to throw in a useful moral, notwithstand- 
ing the general character of veracity that distinguislied his 
commerce. “ Now, what dost think, lad, may be the ^ 
amount of ray capital ?” 

^ly ancestor in tlic male line hesitated to reply, for, hith- 
erto, his ideas h.ail been confined to the profits ; never hav- 
ing dared to lift his thoughts as high as that source from 
which he could not but see they flowed in a very ample 
stream; but thrown upon himself by so unexpected a ques- 
tion, and being fpiick at figures, after adding ten per cent, to 
the sum which ho knew the last year had given as the net 
avail of their joint ingenuity, he named the amount, in 
answer to the interrogatory. 

My matertial grandfather laughed in the face of my dii ccl 
‘.ineal ancestor. 

“Tiiou judgc.st Tom,” be said, when his mirth was a 
little abated, by what thou thinkest is the cost of the 
actual stock before lliine eyes, when thou shouklst take 
into tlie account that which 1 term our floating capital.” 

Tom pondered a moment, for while he knew that his 
master had money in the funds, he did not acco^int that as 
any porticfu of the available means connected with lii.s 
ordinary business; and as for a floating capital, he did not 
well oee how it could be of much account, since the dispro- 
portion between the cost and the selling prices of the dif- 
ferent articles in which they dealt was so great, that there 
was no particular use in such au investment. As his roas- 
ter, however, rarely paid for anything until he was in pos- 
session of returns flora it that e.xcee<led the debt some seven- 
fold, ho began to think the old man was alluding to the 
alvmitanes he obtained in the way of credit, and after u 
litlle nn)ie cogitation, be ventured to say as much. 

Again my maternal grandfather indulged iu a heartj 

{it of laughter. 
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'I'bou art clever in thy way, Tom,” he " and 1 

iiko the minuteness of tliy calculations, for they sIjow ati 
aptitude for trade ; but theie is genius in oui‘ calling a- 
well as cleverness. Come hither, hoy." he addeil. draM 
ing Tom to a window whence they could see the iieiuh 
hors on their way to church, for it was on a Sunday ihu: 
iny two provident progenitors indulgril iit this moral viev 
of liuuianity, as best lilted to the day, — "c<»a)e liithci. 
hoy, and thou shall see some small jKjrtion of tluit capital 
which thou seemest to think hid, stalking abroad by day- 
light, and in the open streets. Here, thou scesL the wit- 
of our neighbor, the pastry cook; witli wluit an air sir- 
tosses her head and displays the bauble thou sold’st her 
yesterday; well, even that slattern, idle, and vain, and 
little worthy of trust as she is, carries about with iier a 
portion of my capital ! ” 

My worthy ancestor stared, for he never knev.- llu- 
other to be guilty of so great an indiscretion as to trust a 
woman wliom tiiey both knew bought more than iier bus- 
hand was willing to pay for. 

“ She gave me a guinea, master, for tinii wliich did no: 
cost a seveu-shilhng piece ! ” 

“ Slie did, indeed. Tom, and it was Iier vanity that 
urged her to it. I trade upon her folly, younUcr, and upon 
that of all mankind ; now dost thou see' widi what a capi- 
tal I carry on affairs? Ihere — tliere is tlie maid, cairy- 
ing the idle hussy’s pattens in tlie rear; 1 drew upon my 
stock in that wench s possession, no longer ago than tlie 
last week, for half a crown ! ” 

Tom reflected a long time on these allusions of his 
provident master, and althongii lie understood them about 
as well as they will be understood by tlie owners of hair 
the soft, humid eyes and sprouting whiskers among rav 
readers, by dint of cogitation he came at lust to a practical 
understanding of the subject, wliich before he was thirty 
he had, to use a iMonch term, pretty well exphke. 

^ 1 1 1 1 I 0 — received aJso from 

.he mouths of his contemporaries, that the oiiinions of my 

uncestor underwent some material changes between the 
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ages of ten and forty, a circumstance that lias often Jed ms 
to reflect tliat people might do well not to be too con- 
fident of the prhiciples, during the pliable period of life, 
when the mind, like the tender shoot, is easily bent aside 
and subjected to the action of surrounding causes. 

During the earlier years of the plastic age, my ancestor 
was observed to betray strong feelings of compassion at 
the sight of charity-children, nor was he ever known to 
[>ass a child, especially a hoy that was still in petticoats, c 
who was crying \vith hunger in the streets, without shar- 
i';g his own crust with him. Indeed, his practice on this 
head was said to be steady and uniform, whenever tlie ren- 
contre took place after my woi'thy fallier had had his ow'n 
sympatliies quickened by a good dinner; a fact that may 
be imputed to a keener sense of the pleasure he was about 
to confer. 

After sixteen, he was known to converse occasionally 
on the subject of politics, a topic on which he came to be 
both expert and eloquent before twenty. His usual theino 
was justice and the sacred riglits of man, concerning 
which he sometimes uttered very pretty sentiments, and 
such as were altogether becoming iu one wlio was at tlie 
bottom of the great social pot that was then, as now, ac- 
tively boiling, and where he was made to feel most, the 
heat that kept it in ebullition. I am assured tliat on the 
subject of taxation, and on that of the wrongs of America 
and Ireland, there were few youths in the parisl> wlio 
could discourse with more zeal and unction. About this 
time, too, he was heard shouting “ "Wilkes and liberty I ” 
in the i)ublic streets. 

But, as is llie case with all men of rare capacities, there 
iras a concentration of powers iu the mind of my ancestor, 
which soon brougiit all his errant sympathies, the mere 
exuberance of acute and overflowing feelings, into a 
proper and useful subjection, centering all in the one ab 
Korbiitg and capacious receptacle of self. I do not claim 
tor my father any peculiar quality in tliis respect, for I 
have often observed tliat many of those wlio (like giddy- 
headed horsemeu that raise a great dust, and scamper as if 
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tho h' too nurrow lor their eccentric courses, 
before they are fairly seated in the saddle, but who after- 
ward drive as directly at their goals as tho arrow parting 
from the bow) most indulge their sympathies at the com- 
mencement of their careers, arc tlie most apt toward the 
close to get a pro[)cr command of their feelings, and to re- 
<luce them within the Imunds of common-sense and pru- 
dence. Before livc-and-twcnty, my father was as exem- 
plary and as constant a devotee of Plutus as was tln-n to 
"oe found between Uatclitfe Highway and Brielge Street: 
I name tliese places in particular, as all the rest of the 
great capital iu which he was boru is known to be more 
iuditferent to the subject of money. 

My ancestor was just thirty, when bis master, who like 
himself was a bachelor, very unexpectedly, ami a good 
deal to the scandal of the neigbborhoo4l, introduced a new 
inmate into Ids frugal abode, in the person of an infant 
female child. It would seem that some one bail been 


speculating on his stock of weakness too, for this poor, lit- 
tle, defenseless, and dependent being was thrown upon Ids 
care, like Tom himself, through the ^•igil:lnce of the par- 
ish otlicers. There were many good-natured jokes prac- 
ticed on the prosperous fancy-dealer, by the more witty of 
his neighbors, at this sudden turn of good fortune, and not 
a few ill-natured sneers were given behind his back ; 
most of the knowing ones of the vicinity finding a 
stronger likeness between the little girl and all tho other 
unmarried men of the eiglit or ten adjoining streets, than 
to the worthy housekeeper who had been selected to pay 
for her support. I have been much disposed to admit 
the opinions of these amiable observers as authority in mv 
own pedigree, since it would be reaching the obscurity iu 
which all ancient lines take root, a generation earlier, than 
by allowing the presumption that little Betsey was my 
direct male ancestor’s master’s daughter ; but, on reflection, 
I have determined to adhere to tlie less popular but more 
simple version of the affair, because it is connected with 
•he transmission of no small part of our estate, a circum- 
itance of itself that at ouce gives dignity and importance 
tc a genealogy. 
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Whatever may have been tlie real opinion of the r6« 
puted father touching his rights to tlie honors of that re- 
spectable title, lie soon became as strongly attached to the 
cliild, as if it really owed its existence to Iiimself. The 
little girl was carefully nursed, abundantly fed, and throve 
accordingly. She had reached her third year, when the 
lancy-dealer took the small-pox from his little pet, who 
was just recovering from the same disease, and died at the 
expiration of the tenth day. 

This was an unlooked-for and stunning blow to my an- 
cestor, who was then in his thirty-lifth year, and the head 
shopman of the establishment, whicli had continued to 
grow with the growing follies and v.anities of the age. 
On examining his master’s will, it was found that my 
latlier, who had certainly aided materially of late in tlie 
acquisition of the money, was left the good-will of the 
shop, the command of all the stock at cost, and the sole 
executorshij) of the estate. He was also intrusted with 
the e-xclusive guardiausliip of little Hetsey, to whom Lis 
muster had aifectionately devised every farthing of his 
]>roperty. An ordinaiy reader may be surprised that a 
man who had so long practiced on the foibles of his spe- 
should have so much confidence in a mere shopman, 
as to leave his whole estate so completely in his power ; 
but it must he remembered that human ingenuity has not 
yet devised any means by which we can carry our per- 
sonal effects into the other world ; tiiat “ what cannot be 
cured must be endured ; ” tlnit he must of necessity have 
confided this important trust to some fellow-creature, and 
that it was better to commit the keeping of his money to 
one who, knowing the secret by which it had been a'> 
cumulated, bad less inducement to be dislionest, than oi-e 
who was exposed to tlie temptation of covetousness, wit3)- 
out having a knowledge of any direct and legal means of 
gratifying his longings. It has been conjectured, there- 
fore, that the testator thought, by giving up his trade to a 
man who was as keenly alive as my ancestor to all its per- 
fections, moral and pecuniary, he provided a suilicient pro- 
tection against his falling into the sin of peculation, by so 
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amply supplying him with simpler means ftf enriehing 
hiiuselt. Besides, it is fair to presume that llie long nc- 
ijuaiutance had begotten suHicieit conndeiice to weaken 
the effect of that saying which some wit lias put into the 
mouth of a wag, “ Make me your executor, father ; I care 
not to wlioin you leave tlic estate.” Let ail lliis bo as it 
might, nothing can be more certain than tliat my worthy 
ancestor executed his trust with tlie scrupulous tidelity of 
a man whose integrity had been severely schooled in the 
ethics of trade. Little Betsey was i)roperly educated for 
one in her condition of life : her health was as ciirefully 
watched over as if she had been the only daughter of the 
sovereign instead of the only daughter of a fancy-dealer ; 
her morals were superintended by a superannuated old 
maid ; her mind left to its original purity ; her person 
jealously protected against the designs of greedy fortune- 
liuntcrs ; and, to complete the catalogue of his paternal 
attentions and solicitudes, my vigilant and failhl’ul ancestor, 
to prevent accidents, and to counteract the chances of lil'o, 
80 far as it might be done by human foresight, saw that 
ehe was legally married, the day sho reached her nine- 
teenth year, to the person whom, there is every reason to 
think, he believed to be the most unexceptionable man of 
his acquaintance — in other words, to himself. Settle- 
ments were unnecessary between parties who had so long 
been known to each other, and, thanks to the liberality of 
his late master’s will in more ways than one, a Jong mi- 
nority, and the industry of the ci-devant head shopman, 
the nuptial benediction was no sooner pronounced, than 
our family stepped into the undisputed possession of four 
liundred thousand pounds. One less scrupulous ou the 
subject of religdoii and the law, might not have thought it 
necessary to give the orphan heiress a settlement so satis- 
factory, at the termination of her wardship. 

I was the fifth of the children who were the fruits of 
this union, and the only one of them all that passed the 
first year of its life. My poor mother did not survive my 
birth, and I can only record her qualities through the me- 
dium of that great agent in the archives of the family, tra- 
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dition. By all that I have heard, she must have been □ 
meek, quiet, domestic woman ; who, by temperament and 
attainments, was admirably qualified to second the pru- 
dent plans of my father for her welfare. If she had 
causes of complaint (and that she had, there is too much 
reason to thiuk. for who has ever escaped them?), they 
were concealed, wdth female fidelity, in the sacred reposi- 
tory of her own heart ; and if truant imagination some- 
times dimly drew an outline of married happiness differ- ^ 
ent from the facts that stood in dull reality before her 
eyes, tlie picture was merely commented on by a sigh, and 
consigned to a cabinet whose key none ever touched but 
herself, and she seldom. 

Of this subdued and unobtrusive sorrow, for I fear it 
sometimes reached that intensity of feeling, my excellent 
and indefatigable ancestor appeared to have no suspicion, 
lie pursued his ordinary occupations with !iis ordinary sin- 
gle-minded devotion, and the last thing tliat would havo 
crossed his brain was the suspicion that he liad not punc- 
tiliously done his duty by Ids ward. Had ho acted other- 
wise, none surely would have suffered more by Ids delin- 
quency than her husband, and none would have a better 
right to comjilain. Now, as her husband never dreamt of 
making such an accusation, it is not at all surprising that 
my ancestor remained in ignorance of his wife’s feelings to 
the hour of his death. 

It has been said that the opinions of the successor of the 
fancy-dealer underwent some essential changes between tlie 
ages of ten and forty. After be had reached Ids twenty- 
sMond year, or, in other words, the moment lie began to 
earn money for himself, as well as for his master, he ceased 
to cry “ Wilkes and liberty ! ” He was not heard to breathe 
a syllable concerning tlie obligations of society toward the 
weak and unfortunate, for the five years fnat succeeded his 
majority; he touched lightly on Christian duties in general, 
after he got to be worth fifty pounds of his own ; and as 
for railing at human follies, it would have been rank ingrat- 
itude in one who so very unequivocally got his bread hy 
them. About this time, his remarks on the subject of tax 
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Etion, however, were caustic, and well applied. 

He railed at the public debt, as a public curse, and oini- 
ijimsly predicted the dissolution of society, in consequence 
of tlie burdens and incumbrances it was lioui ly accumulating 
on the already overloaded sliouMers of Ine trader. 

The period of his marriage and his succession to the 
lioardings of his foi-mer master, may be dated as the second 
epocha fn the opinions of my ancestor. From this moment 
his ambition expanded, his views enlarged in ]>roportion to 
his means, and Iiis contom[)lations on the subject of bis great 
(loating capital became more profound and philosophical. 
A man of my ancestors native sagacity, wliose whole soul 
was absorbed in the pursuit of gain, who had so long been 
forming his mind, by dealing as it were with tiie elements 
of human weaknesses, and who already possessed four hun- 
dred thousand pounds, was very likely to strike out for 
himself some higher road to eminence, th..n that in whicli 
he had been laboriously journeying, during the years of 
painful probation. Tlie property of my mother had been 
chiefly invested in good bonds and mortgages ; lier pro- 
tector, patron, benefictor, and leijalized father, having an 
unconquerable repugnance to conli<ling in that soulless, con- 
ventional, nondescript body corporate, the public. The first 
indication that was given by my ancestor of a change of 
purpose in the direction of his energies, was by calling in 
the whole of his outstanding debts, ami ndojiting the Napo- 
leon plan of operations, by concentrating his forces on a 
particular point, in order that he might operate in masses. 
About this time, too, lie suddenly ceased railing at taxation. 
This change may he likened to that whicli occurs in tlie 
anguage of the tninisterial journals, when they cease abus- 
ing any foreign state with whom the nation has been carry 
ing on a war, that it is, at length, believed politic to termi- 
nate; and for much the same reason, as it was the intention 


of my thrifty ancestor to make an ally of a power that he 
had hitherto always treated as an enemy. The wliolo of 
the four hundred thousand pounds were liberally intrusted 
to the country, the former fancy-dealer’s apprentice entering 
^e arena of virtuous aud patriotic speculation, as a hull 
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arid, if with more caution, wiili at least some por.iou of the 
energy and obstinacy of the desperate animal that gives 
title to tliis class of adventurers. Success crowned his 
laudable efforts; gold rolled in upon him like water on a 
Hood, buoying him up, soul and body, to tliat enviable height, 
where, as it would seem, just views can alone be taken of 
society in its innumerable phases. All Ids former views of 
life, which, in common with others of a similar origin and 
similar political sentiments, he had imbibed in early years, 
and which might with propriety be called near views, were 
now completely obscured by the sublimcr and broader pros- 
pect that was spread before him. 

I am afraid the truth will compel me to admit, that ray 
ancestor was never charitable in tlie vulgar acceptation of 
the term ; hut then, he always maintained that his interest 
in his follow-creatures was of a more elevated cast, taking 
a conipndiensive glance at all the bearings of good and 

evil being of the sort of love which induces the parent to 

. on-ect the child, tliat the lesson of present sutferiug may 


))roduce the blessings of future respectability and usefulness. 
Acting on tliese principles, he gradually grew more es- 
tranged from his species in appearance ; a sacrilice that was 
probably exacted by tlie severity of ids practical reproofs 
for their growing wickedness, and the austere policy that 
was necessai')'' to enforce them. By this time, my ancestor 
was also thoroughly impressed witli what is called the value 
of money ; a sentiment wliich, I believe, gives its possessor 
a livelier perception tlian common of the dangers of the 
precious metals, as well as of their privileges and uses, lie 
expatiated occasionally on the guarantees that it was neces- 
sary to give to society, for its own security; iiJtver even 
\cied for a pai'ish oflicer unless lie were a warm, sulistantijw 
citizeL ; and began to be a subscriber to the patriotic fund 
and to the other similar little moral and pecuniary hut 
tresses of the goverumenu wliose common and commeuda 
ble ol)ject was, to protect our country, oui' altars, and ol 
tireaides. 


The death-bed of my mother has been descrilicd to me ai 
a touching and melancholy scene. It appears that as thia 
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□ieck an.1 .-eth-ed woman was exficated from or 

mortality, her intellect grow brighter, her powers of tl.scern- 
ment stronger, an.l her character it. every respect more elt- 
yatetl anti commanding. Although she hud smd much less 
about our firesides and altars than her husband, I see no 
reason to doubt that slie had ever been quite as faithful aJ 
■ he could be to the one, and as mucli devoted to tho otlier. 

I shall describe the important event of her passage ft-oin 
this to a better world, as I have often hatl it repeated fi oiu 
the lips of one who was present, and wlio has had ;|“- 

portant agency in since making me the man I am. Ihis 
person was the clergyman of the parish, a pious divine, a 
learned man, and a gentleman in feeling as well as by ex- 
traction. 

l^Iy mother, though long conscious that she was drawing 
near to her last great account, had steadily refuseil to draw 
her husband from his absorbing pursuits, by permitting him 
to be made acquainted with lier situation. He knew that 
she was ill ; very ill, as he had reason to tliiiik ; but, as lie 
not only allowed her, but even volunteered to order her all 
the advice and relief that money could command (luy ances- 
tor was not a miser in the vulgar meaning of tlie word), he 
lliought that he had done all that man could do, in a case 
of life and death — interests over which he professed to 
have no control. He saw Dr. Etheringtoii, tlie rector, 
come and go daily, for a month, without uneasiness or ap* 
]>rehension, for he thought liis discourse liad a tendency to 
tranquilize my mother, and he had a strong ulfecticii for 
all that left him undisturbed, to the enjoyment of the occu- 
pation in which his wliole energies were now completely 
centered. The physician got liis guinea at each visit, with 
scrupulous punctuality ; the nurses were well received and 
were well satisfied, for no one interfered witli their acts but 
the doctor ; and every ordinary duty of commission was as 
regularly discliarged by my ancestor, as if the sinking and 
resigned creature from whom he was about to be forever 
separated had been the spontaneous choice of his young ai;d 
fresh affections. 

When, therefore, a servant entered to say that Dr. Kthor* 
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aigton desired a private interview, my worthy ancestor, who 
had uo consciousness of having neglected any obligation that 
became a friend of church and state, was in no small meas- 
are surprised. 

“ I come, Mr. Goldencalf, on a melancholy duty ” said 
the pious rector, entering the private cabinet to which his 
application had for the first time obtained his admission : 

the fatal secret can no longer be concealed from you, and 
your wife at length consents that I shall be the instrument 
of revealing it.” 

The doctor paused; for on such occasions it is perhaps as 
well to let the party that is about to be shocked receive a 
little of the blow tlirougli his own imagination ; and busily 
enough was that of my poor father said to be exercised on 
this painful occasion. He grew pule, opened liis eyes until 
they again filled tlie sockets into wliich they had gradually 
been sinking for twenty years, and looked a hundred ques- 
tious that liis tongue refused to put. 

“ It cannot be, doctor,” he at lengtli querulously said, 
“that a woman like Betsey has got an inkling into any ot 
the events connected with the last great secret c.xpedition, 
and which have escajjed my jealousy and experience ! 

“ I am afraid, dear sir, that Mrs. Goldencalf lias obtained 
glimpses of the last great and secret expedition on which 
we must all, sooner or later, embark, that have entirely 
escaped your vigilance. But of this I will speak some 
other time. At present it is my painful duty to infomi 
you it is the opinion of the pliysieian that your excellent 
wife cannot outlive the day, if, indeed, she do the hour.” 

My fatiier was struck with this iutclligeuce, and for more 
than a minute he remained silent ami without motion. 
Casting his eyes toward the papers on which lie had lately 
been employed, and which contained some very important 
calculations connected with the next settling day, he at 
lengtli resumed : — 

“ If tins be really so, doctor, it may be well for me to go 
t: her p>nce one in the situation of the poor woman may 
indeed liave something of importance to communicate. 

“It is with this object ihal I Lave now come to tell you 
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tlie truth,” quietly answered the divine, who knew that 
nothing was to be gained by contending with the besetting 
wc^kD6ss of such u mull, at such a moment. 

My fother bent his head in assent, an(„ first carefully 
enclosing tlie open papers in a secretary, he followed Ui> 
com^Ktuiou to the bedside of his dying wife. 
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CHAPTER II. 

TOUCHING MYSELF AND TEN THOUSAND POT ND0. 

Although my ancestor was rouclt too wise to refuse to 
look back upon bis origin iu a worldly point of view, he 
never threw his retrospective glances so far as to reach ihe 
sublime mystery of his moral existence ; and while his 
thoughts might be said to l)e ever on the stretch to attain 
glimpses into the future, they were by far too earthly to 
extend beyond any otlier settling day than those which 
were ref'ulated by the ordinances of the stock exchange. 
With him, to be born was but the commencement of a 
speculation ; and to die was to determine the general bal- 
ance of profit and loss. A man who had so rarely medi- 
tated on the grave changes of mortality, therefore, was 
consequently so much the less prepared to gaze upon the 
visible solemnities of a death-bed. Although he had never 
truly loved ray mother, for love was a sentiment raucli too 
pure and elevated for one whose imagination dwelt habit- 
ually on the beauties of the stock-books, he had ever been 
kind to her, and of late he was even much disposed, as has 
already been stated, to contribute as much to her tempo- 
ral comforts as comported with his pursuits and halnts. 
On tlie other hand, the quiet temperament of my mother 
required some more exciting cause than the affections of 
her husband, to quicken those germs of deep, placid, 
worn inly love, that certainly lay dormant in her heart, like 
seed withering with the ungenial cold of winter. The last 
meeting of such a pair was not likely to be attended with 

any violent outpourings of grief. 

My ancestor, notwithstanding, w’as deeply struck with 
the physical changes in the appearance of his wife. 
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“ Thoa art much emaciated, Betsey,” he said, taking 
her hand kindly, after a long and solemn pause ; “ much 
more so than I had thought, or could have believed 1 Does 
nurse give thee comforting soups and generous nourish- 
ment ? ” 


My mother smiled the ghastly smile of death ; but waved 
her hand, with loathing, at Ins suggestion. 

All this is now too late, Mr. Goldencalf,” she answered, 
speaking with a distinctness and an energy for which she 
, had -long been reserving her strength. “Food and rai- 
ment are no longer among my wants.” 

“Well, well, Betsey, one that is in want of neither food 
nor raiment, cannot be said to be in great suffering, after 
all, and I am glad that thou art so inudi at ease. Dr. 
Etherington tells me thou art far from being well bodily, 
however, and I am come expressly to see if I can order 
anything that will help to make thee more easy.” 

“ Mr. Goldencalf, you can. My wants for tins life are 
nearly over ; a short hour or two will remove me be- 
yond tlie world, its cares, its vanities, its ” — My poor 
modier probably meant to add, its lieartlessness or its 
selfishness; but she rebuked herself, and paused: “By 
t e mercy of our blessed Bedeemer, and through the be- 
nevolent agency of this excellent man,” she resumed, 
glancing her eye upward at first with holy reverence, and 
then at the divine with meek gratitude, “ I quit you with- 
out alarm, and were it not for one thing, I might say with- 


‘'‘f® in particular, 

•mrwfth «ose, and speak- 

mg with unusual tenderness if it be in my power to set 

Thou I, T. 1 .!'™ ° ‘‘ immediately performed. 

laa been a good, pious woman, and caiist Lave little 
to reproach thyself witli.” 

ba^^ earnestly and wistfully at her hus. 

in h * before had he betrayed so strong an interest 

mber happiness, and had it not; alas ! been too lat" this 
gbmmenng of kindness might have lighted the maUimo- 
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of thirty years, was not to be unsettled by the graiitude of a 
moment. 

“ 1 wish. Mr. Goldencolf,” she anxiously resumed, “ to re- 
ceive your solemn promise to commit the education of our 
l>oy to Dr. Etherington ; you know his worth, and must have 
full conddence in such a man.” 


“ Nothing would give me greater satisfaction, my dear 
Betsey ; and if Dr. Etherington will consent to receive him, 
1 will send Jack to his house this very evening; for, to own 
• the truth, I am but little qmUified to take charge of a child 
under a year old. A Imndred a year, more or less, shall 
not spoil so good a bargain.” 

The divine was a gentleman, and he looked grave at this 
speech, though, meeting the anxious eyes of my mother, his 

own lost their dis])leasure in a glance of reassurance and 
pity. 

“ The charges of his education will be easily settled, Mr. 
Goldencalf,” added my mother ; “ but the doctor has con- 
sented with difficulty to take the responsibility of my poor 
babe, and that only under two conditions.” 

The stock-dealer required an explanation with his eyes. 

“ One is, that the child shall be left solely to his own care, 
after he has reached his fourth year ; and the other is, that 
you make an endowment for the supportof two poor scholars, 
at one of the principal schools.” 

As my mother got out the last words, she fell back on 

her pillow, whence her interest in the subject Iiad enabled 

her to lift her head a little, and she fairly gasped for breath. 

m the mtensity of her anxiety to hear the answer. My an- 

c^tor contracted his brow, like one who saw it was a subiect 
Uiat required reflection. 


“Thou dost not know perhaps, Betsey, that these endow- 
ments swallow up a great deal of money -- a great deal — 
and often very uselessly.” 

“ Ten thousand pounds U the sum that has been agreed 
upon between Mrs. Goldencalf and me,” steadily lem^ked 
the doctor, who, in my soul, I believe had hoped that 
ffis wndition would be rejected, having yielded^ to the 
unportunmes of a dying woman, rather than to his own 
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sense of that which might be either very desirable or very 
useful. 

“ Ten thousand pounds ! ” 

My mother could not speak, though she succeeded in 
making an imploring sign of assent. 

“ Ten thousand pounds is a great deal of motey, mj dear 
Betsey — a very great deal ! ” 

The color of my mother changed to the hue of death, and 
by her breathing she appeared to be in the agony. 

“ 'Well, well, Betsey.” said my father a little hastily, for * 
he was frightened at her pallid countenance aud extreme 
distress, “have it thine own way — the money, yes, yes — 
it shall be given as tliou wishest — now set thy kind heart 
at rest.” 

The revulsion of feeling was too great for one whose sys- 
tem had been wound up to a state of excitement like that 
v/hich had sustained my mother, who, an hour before, had 
seemed scarcely able to speak. She extended her hand to- 
ward her hushand, smiled benignantly in his face, ^vhispered 
the word “ Thanks,” and tlieu, losing all her powers of body, 
sank into the last sleep, as tranquilly as the infant drops its 
head on the bosom of the nurse. This was, after all, a sud- 
den, and, in one sense, an unexpected death ; all who wit- 
nessed it w’ere struck witli awe. My fatiier gazed for a 
whole minute intently on the placid features of his wife, and 
left the room in silence. He was followed by Dr. Kthering- 
ton, wlio accompanied him to the private apartment where 
‘uey had first met that night, neither uttering a syllable 
until both were seated. 

“ Slie was a good woman, Dr. Elheringtou ! ” said the 
widowed man, shaking his foot with agitation. 

“ She w as a good woman, Mr. Goldenca’f.” 

“ And a good wife. Dr. Ktherington." 

“ I have always believed her to be a good w'ife, sir.” 

“ Faithful, obedient, and frugal.” 

“ Tliree qualities tliat are of much practical use in tlie 
fllTairs of this world.” 

“ I shall never marry again, sir ” 

I’he divine bowed. 
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“ Nay, 1 never could find such another matcli !” 

Again the divine inclined his head, though the assent was 
accompanied by a sligltt smile. 

“ Well, siie has left me an heir.” 

“And brought something that be might inherit,” observed 
the doctor, dryly. 

Jly ancestor looked up inquiringly at his companion, but 
apparently most of the sarcasm w;is tlirown away. 

“ I resign the child to your care, Dr. Etiieritjglon, con 
formably to the dying request of my beloved liotsey.” 

“I accept the charge, Mr. Goldencalf, conformably to m; 
promise to the deceased ; but you will remember that ther« 
was a condition coupled with that promise which must bo 
futhfully and promptly fulfilled.” 

My ancestor was too much accustomed to respect tbo 
punctilios of trade, whose code admits of frauds only in cer- 
tain categories, which are sufficiently explained in its con- 
ventional rules of honor; a sort of specified morality, that 
is bottomed more on the convenience of its votaries than on 
the general law of rigiit. He respected the letter of his 
promise while his soul yearned to avoid its spirit ; and his 
wits were already actively seeking the means of doing that 
which he so much desired. 

“ I did make a promise to poor Betsey, certainly,” he 
answered, in the way of one who pondered, “ and it was a 
promise, too, made under very solemn circumstances.” 

“The promises made to the dead are doubly bindinf^ ; 
since, by their departure to the world of spirits, it may be 
sa-.d they leave the performance to the exclusive superin- 
tendence of the Being who cannot lie.” 

My ancestor quailed ; his whole frame shuddered, and his 
purpose was shaken. 

“ Poor Betsey left you as her representative in tliis case, 
nowever, doctor,” he observed, after the delay of more than 
a minute, casting his eyes wistfully toward the divine. 

“In one sense she cerLainly did, sir.” 

“And a representative with full powers is le<Tally a prin- 
cipal under a different name. I think this matter mi.Tht be 
arranged to our mutual satisfiiction, Dr. Ethcriugto?, and 
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iLe inteutioii of poor Betsey most completely executed ; she, 
poor woman, knew little of business, as was best for her 
sex ; and when women undertake affairs of magnitude, they 
are very apt to make awkward work of it.” 

“ So tliat tlie intention of the deceased be completely ful- 
filled, you will not find me exacting, Mr. Goldencalf.” 

“ I thought as much — I knew there could be no diffi- 
culty between two men of sense, who were met with honest 
Fiew's to settle a matter of this nature. The intention of 
poor Betsey, doctor, was to place her child utjder your care, 
with the expectation — and I do not deny its j ustice — tliat 
tlie boy would receive more benefit from your knowledge 
than he possibly could from mine.” 

Dr. Etlierington was too honest to deny these premises, 
and too polite to admit them without an inclination of ac- 
knowledgment. 

“ As we arc quite of the same mind, good sir, concerning 
the preliminaries,” continued my ancestor, “ we will enter a 
little nearer into tlie details. It appears to me to be no 
more than strict justice, that he who does the work sliouhl 
receive the reward. This is a principle in winch I have 
been educated, Dr. Etlierington ; it is one in which I could 
wish to have my sou educated ; aud it is oue on which I 
liope always to practice.” 

Another inclination of the body conveyed the silent as- 
sent of tlie divine. 

“ Now, poor Betsey, Heaven bless her ! — for she was a 
meek and tranquil companion, and richly deserves to be re- 
warded in a future state — but, poor Betsey had little 
knowledge of business. She fancied that, in bestowing 
these ten thousand pounds on a charity, she was acting 
well ; whereas she was in fact committing injustice. If you 
arc to have the trouble aud care of bringing up little Jack, 
who but you should reap tiie reward ?” 

“ I sliall expect, Mr. Goldmicalf, that you will furnish the 
means to. provide for the child’s wants.” 

“ Of that, sir, it is unnecessary to speak,” interrupted my 
ancestor, both promptly aud proudly. “ i am a waiy man, 
and a prudent man, and am OT.e who knows the value of 
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mouey, I trust; but I aiu no mUcr, to stmt my o'.vit ib'sli 
aiui blood. Jack shall never want for anything, while it 
is in my power to give it. I am by no means as ricli, sir, 
as the neighborhood supposes ; but then I am no beggar. 

I dare say, if all my assets were fairly couuted, it miglit bo 
found that I am worth a plum.” 

“ You are said to have received a niucli larger sum than 
that with the late Mrs. Gohleuculf,” the divine observed, 
not without reproof in his voice. 

“Ah. dear sir, I need not tell you what vulgar rumor is 
— bull shall not undermine my own credit; and we will 
change the subject. My object, Dr. Eiberingtou. was 
merely to do justice. Poor Betsey desir(‘<l that ten thou- 
sand pounds might be given to found a scbolarslnp or two ; 
now, what have these scholars done, or wliat are tliey likely 
to do, for me or mine ? The case is difl'erent witli you, sir ; 
you will have trouble — much trouble, 1 make no doubt; 
and it is proper that you sliould have a sufficient compensa- 
tion. I was about to propose, therefore, tliat you should 
consent to receive my check for three, or foui', or even for 
five thousand pounds,” continued my ancestor, raising the 
offer as lie saw the frown on tlie brow of the doctor deepen. 
“ Yes, sir, I will even say the latter sum, wbicli possibly will 
not be too mucli for your trouble and care; and we will 
forget tlie womanish plan of poor Betsey in relation to the 
two scholarships and tlie charity. Five tliousand jiounds 
down, doctor, for yourself, and the subject of llie charity 
forgotten forever.” 

When my father had thus distinctly put his proposition, 
he awaited its effect witli the confidence of a man wlio liad 
long dealt with cupidity. For a novelty, his calculation 
failed. The face of Dr. Etherington flushed, then paled, 
and finally settled into a look of melancholy reprehension. 
He arose and paced the room for several minutes in silence; 
during which time his companion believed bo was debating 
H’iili liiuiself on the chances of obtaining a higher bid for his 
Cetiseiit, when he suddenly stopped and addressed my ances- 
tor in a mild but steady tone. 

“ T feel it to be a duty, Mr. Goldenca'f,” he said, “ to 
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admonish you of the precipice over which you fiang. Tbo 
love of money, which is the root of all evil, which caused 
Judas to betray even his Saviour aud God, has taken deep 
root in your soul. You are no longer young, and although 
Blill proud in your strength and prosperity, are much nearer 
to your great account than you may be willing to believe. 
It is not an hour since you witnessed the departure of a 
penitent soul for the presence of her God ; since you heard 
the <lyiug request from her lips ; and since, in such a pres- 
ence and in such a scene, you gave a pledge to respect her 
wishes, aud, now’, with the accursed spirit of gain upper- 
most, you would trifle with these most sacred obligations, in 
order to keep a little worthless gold in a hand that is 
already full to overflow'ing. Fancy that the pure spirit of 
thy confiding and single-minded wife were present at this 
conversation; fancy it mourning over thy weakness aud 
violated faith — nay, I know not that such is not the fact ; 
for there is uo reason to believe that the haj)py spirits are 
not permitted to watch near, and mourn over us, until we 
are released from this mass of siu and de])ravity in which 
vve dwell — and, then, reflect what must be her sorrow at 
heai’ing how soon her parting request is forgotten, how use- 
less has been the example of her holy end, how rooted and 
fearful are thine own infirmities ! ” 

]^Iy father was more rebuked by the manner than by the 
words of the divine. He passed his hand across his brow, 
as if to shut out the view of his wife’s spirit; turned, drew 
his writing materials nearer, wrote a check for the ten thou- 
sand pounds, and handed it to the doctor with the subdued 
air of a corrected boy. 

“ Jack shall be at your disposal, good sir,” he said, as the 
paj)er was delivered, “ whenever it may be your pleasure to 
send for him.” 

They parted in silence ; the divine too much displeased, 
and my ancestor too much grieved, to indulge iu words of 
ceremony. 

When my father found himself alone, lie gazed furtively 
about the room, to assure himself that the rebuking spirit of 
his wife had not taken a shape less questionable than air, 
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and [lieu he mused for at least an hour, very painfully, on 
all the principal occurrences of the night. It is said that 
occupation is a certain solace for grief, and so it proved to 
be in the present case ; for luckily iny father had inailc up 
that very day his private account of the sum total of his for- 
tune. Silting <lown, therefore, to the agreeable task, lie 
went through the simple process of subtracting ?i'om it the 
amount for whicli he had just drawn, and. linding that lie 
was still master of seven hundred and eighty-two thousand 
* three hundred and eleven pounds otld shillings and even 
pence, he found a very natural consolation for the magoi- 
tude of the sum he had just given away, by comparing it 
witli the magnitude of that which was lef.. 
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CHAPTER m. 

OP 2«IONS OF OUR AUTHOR’S ANCESTOR, TOGETHER Wll 3 
SOME OP HIS OWN, AND SOME OP OTHER PEOPLE’S. 

Dr. Etiiebington was both a pious man and a gentle- 
man. The second son of a baronet of ancient lineage, he 
had been educated in most of the opinions of his caste, and 
possibly he was not entirely above its prejudices ; but, this 
much admitted, few divines were more willing to defer to 
the ethics and principles of the Bible than himself. His 
humility had, of course, a decent regard to station ; his 
charity was judiciously regulated by the articles of faith; 
and his philanthropy was of the discriminating character 
that became a warm supporter of church and state. 

In accepting the trust which he was now obliged to as- 
sume, he had yielded purely to a benevolent wish to smooth 
tlje dying pillow of my mother. Acquainted with the char- 
acter of her husband, he had committed a sort of pious 
fraud, in attaching the condition of the endowment to his 
consent : for, notwithstanding the becoming language of his 
own rebuke, the promise, and all the other little attendant 
circumstances of the night, it might be questioned which 
felt the most surprise after the draft was presented and duly 
iionored, he who found himself in possession, or he who 
(bund himself de[)rived, of the sum of ten thousand pounds 
sterling. Still Dr. Etherington acted with the most scru- 
()ulous integrity in tlie whole aflair ; and although I am 
aware that a writer who has so many wonders to relate, as 
uiust of necessity adorn the succeeding pages of this manu- 
script, should observe a guarded discretion in drawing on the 
tredulity of his readers, truth comj>el8 me to add, that every 
farthing of the money was duly invested with a single eye 
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to the wishes of the dying Christian, who, under Providence, 
had been tlie means of bestowing so much gold on tlie poor 
and unlettered. As to the manner in winch tlie chanty 
was finally improved, I shall say nothing, since no inquiry 
on rcy part has ever enabled me to obtain such iiiformatiou 
as would justify my speaking with authority. 

As for myself, I siiall have little more to add toucliiiig 
the eveuts of the succeeding twenty years. I was bap- 
tized, nursed, breeched, schooled, horsed, confirmed, sent tc 
the university, and graduated, much as befalls all geulle- 
men of the Establislied Church in the united kingdoms of 
Great Britain and Ireland, or, in other words, of the land 
of my ancestor. During these pregnant years, Dr. Ether- 
inglon actpiitted himself of a duty that, judging by a very 
predominant feeling of liumau nature (which, singulai 1} 
enough, renders us uniformly averse to being troubled with 
other people’s affairs), I think he must liuvo toniid sutli- 
cieutlv vexatious, (piile as well as my good mother had any 
right to expect. Most of my vacations were spent at his 
rectory : for he liad first married, tlicn become a father, 
next a widower, and had exchanged his town living fur one 
in the country, between the periods of my mother’s death 
and that of my going to Eton ; and, after I quitted Oxtord, 
much more of iny time was passed beneatli his trieiidly 
roof than beneath that of ray own parent. Indeed. 1 saw 
little of the latter. He jiaid my bills, furnished mo with 
))Ocket-raoney, and professed an intention to let me travel 
after I should reach my majority. But, satisfied witli these 
proofs of paternal care, he appeared willing to let me pursue 
my own course very much in my own way. 

My ancestor was an eloquent example of tlie trutli of 
that political dogma which teaches the efficiicy of the divis- 
ion of labor. No manufacturer of the head of a pin ever 
attained greater dexterity in his single-minded vocation, than 
was reached by my father in the one pursuit to which he de- 
voted, so far as human ken could reach, both soul and body 
A.S any sense is known to increase in acuteness by constant 
exercise, or any passion by indulgence, so did his ardor in 
favor of the great object of oU affectiocs grow with it-** 
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growth, and become more manifest as an ordinary observer 
would be apt to tliink the motive of its existence at all had 
nearly ceased. This is a moral phenomenon that I have 
often had occasion to observe, and whicli, there is some rea- 
son to think, depends on a principle of attraction that has 
hitherto escaped the sagacity of the philosophers, but which 
is as active in the immaterial, as is that of gravitation in 
the material world. Talents like his, so incessantly and 
unweariedly employed, produced the usual fruits. He grew ^ 
richer hourly, and at the time of which I speak he was 
pretty generally known to the initiated to be tlie w'armest 
man who had anything to do with the stock exchange. 

I do not think that the opinions of my ancestor under- 
went as many material changes between the ages of fifty and 
seventy as they had undergone between the ages of ten 
and forty. During the latter period the tree of life usually 
gets deep root, its inclination is fixed, whether obtained by 
l)euding to the storms, or by drawing toward tlie light; and 
it probably yields more in fruits of its own, than it gains 
by tillage and manuring. Still ray ancestor was not exactly 
tlie same man the day he kept his seventieth birtliday as he 
liad been tlie day he kept bis fiftieth. In the first place, 
lie was worth twice the money at the former period that he 
had been wortli at the latter. Of course his moral system 
had underffone all the mutations tliat are known to be de- 
pendent on a change of this important character. Beyond 
a question, during the last five-aiul-twenty years of the life 
of my ancestor, his political bias, too, was in favor of ex- 
chrsive privileges and exclusive benefits. I do not mean 
that he was an aristocrat in the vulgar acceptation. To 
dim, feudality was a blank ; he liad probably never heard 
the word. Portcullises rose and fell, flanking towers lifted 
their heads, and embattled walls swept around their fabrics 
in vain, so far as his imagination was concerned. He cared 
not for the days of courts leet and courts ba.'on ; nor for the 
liarons themselves ; nor for the honors of a pedigree (why 
should lie? no prince in tlie land could more clearly trace 
his family into obscurity than himself), nor for the vanities 
of a court, nor for those of society ; nor for aught else of 
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the same nature that is apt to have charms for llie weak- 
minded, the imaginative, or the conceited. IIis politic;;; 
prepossessions showed themselves in a very (llflerent man- 
ner. Throughout the whole of tlie five lustres 1 have 
named, he was never heard to whisper a censure against 
government, let its measures, or the character of its ailicin- 
istration, be what it would. It was enough for him that * 
was government. Even taxation no longer excited his iie 
nor aroused his eloquence. He conceived it to he iie<es- 
sary to order, and especially to the protection of jirojierty, 
a branch of political science that he liad so studied as to 
succeed in protecting his own estate, in a measure, against 
even this great ally itself. After he became worth a mill- 
ion, it was observed that all Ids opinions grew less favor- 
able to mankind in general, and that he was much disposed 
to exaggerate the amount and quality of the few boons 
which Providence has bestowed on the poor. Tlic report 
i*f a meeting of the whigs generally had an elTect on his 
appetite ; a resolution tliat was suspected of emanating from 
lirookes’s commonly robbed him of a dinner, and tlie radicals 
never seriously moved that he did not spend a sleepless night, 
aud pass a large portion of tlie next day in uttering words 
that it would be hardly moral to repeat. I may without 
impropriety add, however, that on such occasions he did 
not spare allusions to the gallows; Sir Francis Eurdett, 
in particular, was a target for a good deal of billingsgate ; 
and men as upright and as respectable even as my lords 
Grey, Lansdowne, and Holland, were treated as if they 
were no better than they should be. But on these little 
details it is unnecessary to dwell, for it must be a subject 
of common remark, that the more elevated and refined 
men become in their political ethics, the more they are ac- 
customed to tlirow dirt upon their neighbors. I will just 
state, however, that most of what I have here related has 
been transmitted to me by direct oral traditions, for I sel- 
dom saw my ancestor, and when w'e did meet, it was only 
to settle accounts, to eat a leg of mutton together, and to 
part like those who, at least, have never quarreled. 

Not so with Dr. Etherington. Habit (to say nothing 



52 


THE MOmiNS. 


The next day I was arranging some fishing-tackle under 
K window of the library, where my person was concealed 
by the shrubbery, when I heard tlie melodious voice of 
Anna wishing the rector good morning. My heart beat 
quicker as she approached the casement, tenderly inquiring 
of her parent how he had passed the night. The answers 
were as affectionate as the questions, and then there was a 
little pause. 

“ What is a stock-jobber, father ? ” suddenly resumed 
Anna, whom I heard rustling the leaves above my head. 

“ A stock-jobber, my dear, is one who buys and sells in 
the public funds, with a view to profit.” 

“ And is it thought a particularly disgraceful employ- 
ment ? ” 

“ Why, that depends on circumstances. On ’Change it 
seems to be well enough — among merchants and bankers 
there is some odium attached to it, I believe.” 

“ And can you say why, father ? ” 

“ I believe,” said Dr. Elherington, laughing, “ for no 
other reason tlian that it is an uncertain calling — one that 
is liable to sudden reverses — what is termed gambling — 
and wliatever retiders property insecure is sure to obtain 
odium among those whose principal concern is its accumu- 
lation ; those who consider the responsibility of others of 
essential importance to themselves.” 

“ But is it a dishonest pursuit, father ?” 

“As the times go, not necessarily, my dear; thougli it 
may readily become so.” 

“ And is it disreputable, generally, with the world ? ” 

“ That depends on circumstances, Anna. hen the 
stock-jobber loses, he is very apt to be condemned ; but I 
rather think his character rises in proportion to his gains. 
But why do you ask these singular questions, love? ” 

I thought I heard Anna bicathe harder than usual, and it is 
certain that she leaned far out of the window to pluck a rose. 

“ Why, Mrs. Norton said Jack was not invited to Sii 
Harry Griffui’a because his father was a stock-jobber. Dr 
you think she was right, sir ? ” 

“ Very likely, niy dear,” returned the divine, who I 
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fancierl was smiling at tlie question. “ Sir ITarry has ihe 
advantages of birth, and be probably did not forget tl'ut 
our friend Jack was not so fortunate — and, moreover, Sir 
Harry, while ho values himself on bis wealth, is not as rich 
as Jack’s father by a million or two — in other words, as 
they say on ’Change, Jack’s father could buy ten of him. 
This motive was perhaps more likely to inlliience him than 
the first. In addition. Sir Harry is suspected of gambling 
^ himself in the funds llirough the aid of agents ; and a gen- 
liemuu who resorts to such means to increase liis fortune is 
ft luuo apt to exaggerate his social advantages by way of a 
set-ofi’ to the humiliation.” 

“ And gentlemen do really become stock-jobbers, fnthor ? ” 

“ Anna, the w'orld has undergone great changes in my 
time. Ancient opinions have been shaken, and govern- 
ments themselves are getting to be little better than polit- 
icid establishments to add facilities to the accumulation of 
money. This is a subject, liowever, you cannot very well 
undei'stand, nor do I pretend to be very i)rofound in it 
myself.” 

“ But IS Jack’s father really so very, very rich ? ” asked 
Anna, whose thougiits had been wandering from the thread 
of those pursued by her father. 

“ He is believed to be so.” 

“ And Jack is his heir ? ” 


“Certainly he has no other child ; though it is not easy 
to say what so singular a being may do w'itli liis money.” 

“ I hope he will disinherit Jack ! ” 

“ ’i ou surprise me, Anna! You, who are so mild and 
r^scnable, to wish such a misfortune to befall our yoimo- 
friend John Goldencalf ! ” Jo 

I pzed upward in astonishment at this extraordinary 
speech of Anna, and at the moment I would have given all 

''‘"-e seen her faca 

vmost of her body was out of the window, for I heard her 
exactly in f expression ; but an envious rose grew 
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“"Why do you wish so cruel a thing?” resumed Dr 
Etherington, a little earnestly. 

“ Because I liate stock-jobbiiig and its riches, father 
'W’ere Jack poorer, it seems to me he would be better es» 
teemed.” 

As this was uttered the dear girl drew back, and I tlicu 
perceived that I had mistaken her cheek for one of tlie 
largest and most blooming of tiie flowers. Dr. Etherington 
liuglied, and I distinctly heard him kiss the blushing face • 
ot his daughter. I think I would have given up my hopes 
ill another million to have been tlie rector at Teuthpig at 
that instant. 


“ If that be all, cliild,” he answered, “ set thy heart at 
rest. Jack’s money will never bring him into contempt un- 
less tlirough the use he may make of it. Alas! Anna, we 
live in an age of corruption and cupidity ! Generous mo- 
tives appear to be lost siglit of in the general desire of 
gain ; and he w'ho would manifest a disposition to a pure 
and disintereste<l philanthropy is either distrusted as a 
hypocrite or derided as a fool. The accursed revolution 
among our neighbors tlie I'h ench has (piite unsettled opin- 
ions, and religion itself has tottered in the wild anai'chy of 
theories to wliich it has given rise. There is no worldly 
advantage that has been more austerely denounced by the 
divine writers than riches, and yet it is fast rising to be tlio 
god of the ascendant. To say nothing of an hereafter, 
society is getting to he corrupted by it to the core, and 
evj;n respect for birth is yielding to the mercenary feeling.” 

“ And do you not tliink pride of birth, father, a mistaken 


prejudice, as well as pride of riches?” 

“ Bride of any sort, my love, cannot exactly he defended 
•m evangelical principles; but surely some distinctions 
among men are necessary, even for quiet. 'W'crc the level- 
ing principle acknowledges!, the lettered and the accom- 
ulished must descend to an equality with the ignorant and 
vulgar, since all men cannot rise to the attainments of the 
former class, and the world would retrograde to bariiarism 
The character of a Clirislian gentleman is much too precioiu 
to trille with, in order to ciirry out an impracticable theory." 
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Anna wfis silent. Probalily .^lio was confused betwcut 
the opinions which she most liked to cherish, and the faint 
glimmerings of truth to which wo are retliiced by the ordi* 
nary relations of life. As for the good rector himself, I 
had no dilficulty in understanding his bias, though neither 
liis premises nor Ins conclusions possessed the logical cleat- 
ness that used to render his sermr ns so deliglitlhl. moro 
especially when he j)reached about the higher tjnalitie.* of 
, the Saviour’s dispensation, such as charity, love of out (eh 
hiws, and, in particular, the imperative duty of hiunbjiitg 
ourselves before God. 

A month after tins accidental dialogue, chance made mo 
auditor of what passed l)etween my ancestor and S>r. Joseph 
Job, another celebrated dealer iu the funds, in an interview 
that took place in the house of the former in Cheapsidc. 
As the dillerence was so patent, as the I'rench express it, I 
shall furnish tiie substance of what passed. 

“This is a serious ami a most alartuing movement, Mr. 
Goldencalf.’’ oljserved Sir Joseph, “and calls for union and 
cordiality among the holders of property. Shonhl these 
daiunahle opinions get fairly ahroa<l among the people, what 
would become of us ? 1 ask, Mr. Goldencalf, what would 

become of us ? ” 

“1 agree with you, Sir Joseph, it is very alarming! — 
frightfully alarming! ” 

“ e shall liave agrarian laws, sir. Your money, sir, 
and mine — our hanl earnings — will hecotne the prey of 
political robbers, and our chil<lreii will be bei^gared to satii^fy 
the envious longings of some pitiful scoundrel without a 
sixpence ! '* 

ris a sad state of things, Sir Joseph; and government 
is tery culpable that it don t raise at least leu new 
meuts.” ^ 

“ Ihc worst of it is, good Mr. Goldencalf, that there aro 
some jackanapeses of the aristocracy who lead the rascals 
on and lend them the sanction of their names. It is a great 
mistake, sir, that we give so much importance to hirdi in 
this islan.l, by which means proud beggars set unwaslied 
blackguards in motion, and the substantial subjects are the 
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sufferers. Property, sir, is in danger, and property is the 
only true basis of society.” 

“ I am sure, Sir Joseph, I never could see the staallest 
use in birth.” 

“ It is of DO use but to beget pensioners, Mr. Goldeucalf. 
Now with property it is a different thing — money is the 
parent of money, and by money a state becomes powerful 
and prosperous. But this accursed revolution among our 
neighbors the French has quite unsettled opinions, and, ^ 

alas ! [)roperty is in perpetual danger 

« Sorry am I to say, I feel it to be so in every nerve of 

my body. Sir Joseph.” 

» We must unite and defend ourselves, Mr. Goldencalf 
else both you and I, men warm enough and substantia) 
enougli at present, will be in the ditch. Do you not see 
that we are in actual danger of a division of property ? 

« God forbid ! ” 

“ Yes, sir, our sacred property is in danger! ” 

Here Sir Joseph shook my fatlier cordially by the hand 
and withdrew. I find, by a memorandum among the papei s 
of my deceased ancestor, that he paid tlie broker of Sir 
Joseph, that day month, sixty-two thousand seven hundred 
and twelve pounds difference (as bull and bear), owing to 
the fact of the knight liaving got some secret information 
througli a clerk in one of the olfices ; an advantage that 
enabled him, in this instance, at least, to make a better bar- 
gain than one who was generally allowed to be among the 

shrewdest speculators on ’Change. 

My mind was of a nature to be considerably exercised 

(m the pious purists express it), by becoiLiig the depository 

•y sentiments so diametrically opposed to each other, as 

liiose of Dr. Etherington and those of Sir Joseph Job. On 

the one side, 1 was taught the degradation of birth; on 

the other, the dangers of properly. Anna was usually my 

confidant, but on this subject I was tongue-tied, for I dared 

uot confess that I bad overheard the discourse with her 

ihther, and 1 was compelled to digest the contradictory Joo 

trines by myself iu the best manner I could. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

BHOWING TOE UES AND DOWNS, THE HOPES aND FEA'..S, 

AND THE VAGARIES OF LOVE. SOME VIEWS OF DEAiH, 

AND AN ACCOUNT OF AN INHERITANCE. 

From ray twentieth to my twenty-third year no event 
occurred of any great moment. The day I became of ago 
my fatlier settled on me a regular allowance of a thousand a 
year, and T make no doubt I should have spent my time 
much as other young men, liad it not been for the peculiarity 
of my birth, which I now began to see was wanting in a f> \v 
of the requisites to carry me successfully through a strug-le 
for place with a certain poriioti of what is called the grea,. 
world. While most were an.vious to trace themselves into 
obscurity, there was a singular reluctance to effecting the 
object as clearly and as distinctly as it was in my power to 
do. From all wbicb, as well as from much other testimony, 
Ibave been led to infer that the doses of mystilication which 
appear to be necessary to the hapj)iness of the human race 
require to be mi.ved with an experienced and a delicate baml. 
Our organs, both physically and morally, are so fearfully 
constituted that they require to be protected from realities. 
As the physical eye has need of clouded glass to look steadily 
at the sun, so it w'ould seem the mind's eye has also nee<l ot 
something smoky to look steadily at truth. But, while I 
avoided laying open the secret of my heart to Anna, I 
sought various opportunities to converse with Dr. Ethering- 
ton and my fiither on those points which gave me the most 
concern. From the first, I heard principles which went to 
show that society was of necessity divided into orders; tliat 
it was not only impolitic but wicked to weaken the barriers 
bj which they were separated, that heaven had its serapha 
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and cherubs, its archangels and angels, its saints and its 
merely happy, and that, by obvious induction, this world 
ought to have its kings, lords, and commons. The usual 
winding-up of all the doctor’s essays was a lanientation on 
the confusion in classes that was visiting England \s a judg- 
ment. My ancestor, on the other hand, cared little foi 
social classification, or for any other conservatory expedient 
but force. On tliis topic he would talk all day, regimenlo 
and bayonets glittering in every sentence. When must 
eloquent on this theme he would cry (like Mr. IManners * 
Sutton), “ ORDER — order!” nor can 1 recall a single 
disquisition that did not end with, “Alas, Jack, property is 
in (langer ! ” 

I shall not say that my mind entirely escaped confusion 
among these conflicting opinions, although I luckily got a 
glimpse of one important truth, for both the commentators 
cordially agree<l in fearing, and, of necessity, in hating the 
mass of their fellow-creatures. My own natural disposition 
was inclining to philanthropy, and as I was unwilling to 
admit the triitli of theories that arrayed me in open hostility 
against so large a portion of mankind, I soon determined to 
set up one of my own, which, while it avoided the faults, 
sliould include tlie excellences of both the others. It was, 
of course, no great affair merely to form such a resolution ; 
but I shall have occasion to say a word hereafter on the 
manner in which I attempted to carry it out in practice. 

Time moved on, and Anna became eiicli day more beau- 
tiful. I thouglit that she had lost some of her frankness 
and girlish gayety, it is true, after tlie dialogue with her 
father ; but this I attributed to tlie reserve and discretion 
that became the expanding reason and greater feeling of 
piopriety tiiat adoi'n young womanhood. ^Vith me she was 
always ingenuous and simple, and were I to live a thousand 
j 3 ars the angelic serenity of coimtenance with which slie 
invariably listened to the tlieories of my busy brain would 

not be erased from recollection. 

AVe were talking of these things one morning quite alone, 
Anna heard me when I was most sedate with manifest 
pleasure, and she smiled mournfully when the thread of my 
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ar^^ument was enUugk*a by a vagary of the nnag.nation. I 
kU at my heart's core wl.at a blessing snci. a mentor wou d 
be, and how fortunate would be my lot could I succeed m 
securing her for life. Still 1 dhi not, cou d not, summ m 
courage to lay bare my inmost thoughts, am to beg a booi. 
tliat in tliese moments of transient Immihty I feared 1 nc\cp 
ebonld be worthy to possess. 

“J have even thought of marrying, I continue I — so 
o-cupicd with my own tlieorics as not to weigh, with the 
accuracy that becomes the frankness and superior a-h aniages 
which man possesses over the gentler sex, the lull impoit 
of my wolds ; “ could 1 lind one, Anna, as gentle, as goo<l, 
as beautiful, and as wise as yourself who would consent to 
be mine, I should not wait a minute; but, unhappily, 1 tear 
this is not likely to be my blessed lot. I am not the grand- 
son of a baronet, and your father expects to unite you with 
one who can at least sliow that the ‘ bloody baud ’ lias once 
been borne on his shield ; and, on the other side, my father 
talks of nothing hut millions.” During the hist part of tliis 
6[)eech the amiable girl looked kindly ui) at me, and uitli a 
seeming desire to soothe me; but at its close liei e\es 
dropped upon her work and she remained silent. “ Your 
father says that every mau who has an interest in the state 
should give it pledges,’’ — here Anna smiled, but so covertly 
that her sweet mouth scarce betrayeil the impulse, — “ and 
that none others can ever control it to advantage. I have 
thought of asking my fallier to buy a borough and a baron 
etcy, for with the hist, and llic inlluence that liis mcncy 
gives, he need not long wish for the l:ist; but I never open 
my lips on any matter of the sort that lie does not answer, 

* Fol lol der rol, Jack, with your knighthoods, and social 
order, and bishoprics, and boroughs — property is in danger! 
loans and regiments, if thou wilt — give us more order — 
“ORDER — order” — bayonets arc what we want, boy, 
and good wholesome taxes, to accustom the nation to con* 
tribute to its own wants and to maintain its credit. Why, 
youngster, if the interest on the debt were to remain unpaid 
iwenly-four hours, your body corporate, as you cfdl it, woukl 
die a nstural death ; aud what would then become of your 
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knights-barro-kuiglits ? — and barren enough some of thotn 
are getting to be by their wastefulness and extravagauce. 
Get thee married, Jack, and settle prudently. There ie 
neighbor Silverpcuny has an only daughter of a suitable 
age ; and a good hussy is she in the bargain. The only 
daughter of Oliver Silverpenny will be a suitable wife for 
the only son of Thomas Goldencalf ; though I give theo 
notice, boy, that thou w'ilt be cut otf with a con^-etency ; 
b: keep thy head clear of extravagant castle-building, learn 
economy in season, and, above all, make no debts.’” Anna 
laughed as I humorously imitated the well-known intona- 
tions of Mr. Speaker Sutton, but a cloud darkened her 
bright features when I concluded. 

“ Yesterday I mentioned the subject to your father,” I 
resumed, “ and he thought with me that the idea of the bor- 
ough and the haronetcy was a good one. ‘ You would be 
the second of your line, Jack,’ lie said, ‘ and that is always 
better than being the lirst; for there is no security for a 
man’s being a good member of society like that of his hav- 
ing presented to his eyes the cxam])les of those who have 
gone before him, ami who have been distinguished by their 
services or their virtues. If your father would consent t(’ 
come into parliament and sustain government at this critical 
moment, his origin would be overlooked, and you would 
have pride in looking back on Ins acts. As it is, I fear his 
whole soul is occupied with the unworthy and debasing 
jiassion of mere gain. Money is a necessary auxiliary to 
rank, and without rank there can be no order, and without 
order, no liberty , but wlieii the love of money gets to oc- 
cupy the place of respect for descent and past actions, a 
community loses the very sentiment on which all its noble 
exploits are bottomed.’ So you sec, dear Anna, that our 
parents hold very ditferenl opinions on a very grave ques- 
tion, and between natural aflection and acquired veneration 
I scarcely know which to receive. If I could find one 
sweet, and wise, and beautiful as thou, and who could pity 
me, I would marry to-morrow, and cast all the future on 
the happiness that is to be found with such a companion.” 

As usual, Anuu heard me in sileuce. That she did uot, 
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however, view matrimony with exactly the same eyes a. 
rayself was clearly proved the very next day, tor youn- bir 
Harry Grifliu (the father was dead) oflered in form, and 

was very decidedly refused. 

Although I was always happy at the rectory, I could not 
help feeling rather than seeing that, as the^French express 
it, I occupied a false position in society. Known to be the 
expectant of great wealth, it was not easy to be overlooked 
alto-^ether in a country whose government is based on a 
*repi^sentation of property, and in which boroughs are 
openly in market ; and yet they who had obtained the ac- 
cidental advantage of having their fortune made by tbcir 
grandfathers were consUiutly convincing me that mine, vast 
as it was thought to be, was made by my father. Ten 
thousand times did I wish (as it has since been expressed by 
the great captain of tlie age), that I had been my own grand- 
son ; for notwitbstaiidiijg the probability that lie who is 
nearest to the founder of a fortune is the most likely to 


share the largest in its accumulations, as lie who is nearest 
in descent to the progenitor who has illustrated his race is 
the most likely to feel the inlluencc of his character. I was 
not long in perceiving that in highly refined ami intellectual 
communities the public sentiment, as it is connected with the 
respect and influence that are the meed of both, directly 
refutes the inferences of all reasonable conjectures on tlie 
subject, I was out of my place, uneasy, ashamed, proud, 
and resentful ; in short I occupied a false position, and un- 
luckily one from which I saw no plausible retreat except by 
falling back on Lombard Street or by cutting my throat. 
Anna alone — kind, gentle, serene-eyed Anna — entered 
into all my joys, sympathized iu my mortifications, and ap- 
peared to view me as I was; neither dazzled by my wealth 
nor repelled by my origin. The day she refusetl young Sit 
Harry Griffin I could have kneeled at her feet and called 
her blessed ! 

It is said that no moral disease is ever benefited by :ta 
study. I was a living proof of the truth of the opinion that 
brooding over one’s wrongs or itfirmities seldom does much 
more than aggravate the evil. I greatly fear it is iu the 
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nature of man to depreciate the advantages he actually e? 
joys aud to exaggerate those wliich are (leuied him. Fill* 
times during the si.x montlis that succeeded the repulse ot 
the young baronet did I resolve to take heart and to tlirov* 
myself at tlie feet of Anna, and as often was I deterred b® 
tlie appreliension that I liad nothing to render mo worth* 
of one so excellent, and especially of one who was the grand- 
daughter of the seventh English baronet. I do not prefcjio 
to explain tlie connection between cause and elfect, ftr J 
am neither pliysician nor metaphysician ; but tiie tumult of 
spirits that resulted from so many doubts, hopes, fears, res* 
olutions, and breakings of resolutions, began to affect my 
health, aud I was just about to yield to the advice of my 
friends (among whom Anna was tlie most earnest and tlie 
most sorrowful), to travel, when an unexpected call to attend 
the death-bed of my ancestor was received. I tore myself 
from the rectory and hurried uj) to town with the diligence 
and assiduity of au only sou and heir, summoned on au oc- 
casion so solemn. 

I found my ancestor still in tlie possession of his senses, 
though given over by the physicians ; a circumstance that 
proved a degree of disinterestedness and singleness of pur- 
pose ou their part that was scarcely to be expected toward 
a patient who, it was commonly believed, was worth more 
than a million. My reception by the servants and by the 
two or three friends who had .assembled on this melancholy 
occasion, too, was sympathizing, warm, aud of u character to 
show their solicitude and forethought. 

My reception by the sick man was less marked. Tlie 
total abstraction of bis faculties in tlie one great pursuit of 
his life; a certain sternness of purpose which is apt to get 
the ascendant with those who are resolute to gain, and 
which usually conuuuulcates itself to the manners ; and an 
absence of those kinder ties that are developed by the exer- 
cise of the more familiar charities of our existence had 
opened a brc:xch between us that was not to be filled by the 
simple, unaidctl fact of natural alfiiiity. I say of natural 
affinity, for notwithstanding the doubts that cast their 
Loadows ou that branch of my genealogical tree by which \ 
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R-as coiHiectea witli my runtonial gramifatber tlie tulo of 
the kill-' to his crown is not more apparent than was my 
.lirect Hneal descent from my father. I always believed 
him to be my ancestor de jure as well as de ./or/o and 
could fain have loved him and honored him as sucli. had my 
natmal yearnings been met with more lively bowels of 
sympathy on liis side. 

Notwithstanding the long and unnatural estrangement 
that had thus existed between the father and son. the im-et- 
ing on the present occasion was not entirely without some 

manifesUitions of feeling. 

Tliou art come at last, Jack,” said my ancestor 


(( T 




afraid, boy, thou raightst be too late.” 

The diilicult breathing, haggard countenance, and broken 
utterance of my father struck me witli awe. 'Ibis was the 
lirst death-bed by which I bad ever stood, and tlie admon- 
ishing picture of lime passing into eternliy was indelibly 
stamped on my memory. It was not only a dealh-hed 
scene, but it was a family death-bed scene. I know not 
how it was, but I thought my ancestor looked more like the 
Goldencalfs than I had ever seen him look liclore. 

“Thou hast come at last, Jack,” he repealed, “and I'm 
glad of it. Thou art the only being in whom 1 liave now 
any concern. It might have been better, perhaps, hud I 
lived more with my kind; but thou wilt be the gainer. 
Ah ! Jack, we are but miserable mortals after all ! To be 
called away so suddenly and so young! ” 

My ancestor bad seen his seventy-fifth birthday ; but 
u.ihappily he liad not settled all his accounts with the 
world, hough he had given the physician his last fee, and 
sent the parson away with a donation to tlie poor of the 
parish that would make even a beggar merry for a whole 


“ Thou art come at last, Jack ! Well, my loss will be 
Uiy gain, boy ! Send the nurse from llie room.” 

I did as commanded, and we were left to ourselves. 

“ Take this key,” handing me one from beneath his 
pillow, “and open the upper drawer of my secretary. 
Bring me the packet which is addressed to thyself.” 



THE MONIKIXS. 



I silently obeyed ; when my ancestor, first gazing at it 
with a sadness that I cannot well describe — for it was 
neither worldly nor quite of an ethereal character, but a 
singular and fearful compound of both — put the jiapers 
into my hand, relinquishing bis hold slowly and with reluc- 
tance. 

“ Thou wilt wait till I am out of thy siglit, .Tack ? ” 

A tear burst from out its source and fell upon the 
emaciated hand of uiy father. He looked at me wistfully, 
and I felt a slight pressure that denoted afiection. 

“ It might have been better, Jack, had we known more 
of each other. But Providence made me fatherless, and I 
have lived childless by my own folly. Thy mother was a 
saint, I believe ; but I fear I learned it too late. Well, a 
blessing often comes at the eleventh houi !” 

As my ancestor now manifested a desire not to be dis- 
turbed, I called the nurse and quitted the room, retiring to 
my own modest chamber, where the packet, a large bundle 
of papers sealed and directed to myself in the handwriting 
of tlie dying man, was carefully secured under a good lock. 
I did not meet iny father again but once, under circum- 
stances which admitted of intelligible communion. From 
the time of our first interview he gradually grew worse, Ins 
reason tottered, and, like the sinful cardinal of Shakespeare, 
“ he died and gave no sign.” 

Three days after my arriv.al, however, I was left alone 
with him, and he suddenly revived from a state approaching 
to stupor. It was the only time since the first interview in 
which he had seemed even to know me. 

“ Thou art come at last ! ” he said, in a tone that was 
already sepulchral. “ Caiist tell me, hoy, why they had 
goldeu rods to measure the city?” His nurse had been 
reading to him a chapter of the Revelation which had been 
selected by himself. Thou seest, lad, the wall itself was 
of jasper, and the city was of pure gold — 1 shall not need 
money in my new habitation — ha ! it will not be wanted 
there ! — I am not crazed. Jack — would I had loved gold 
less and my kind more. The city itself is cf pure gold and 
the walls of jasper — precious abode! — na ! Jack, thou 
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hoarest, boy — lam liappy — too bappy, .Tack ! — gold — 

gold!” 

The final words were uttered with a siiout. Tlioy were 
the last that ever came from the li[>s of Thomas Goldonc.ilf. 
The Doise brought in the atteuduiits, wlio found him dead. 
J ordered tlte room to be cleared as soon as the melauclioly 
truth was fidily established, and remained several minutefl 
alone with the body. The countenance was set in death. 
Tlie eyes, still open, had tliat revolting glare of frenzie<l 
delight with which the spirit had depai te<l, and the w hole 
face presented the dread picture of a hopeless end. I knelt, 
and, though a Protestant, prayed fervently for the soul of 
the deceased. I then took my leave of the first and the 
last of all my ancestors. 

To this scene succeeded the usual period of outward 
sorrow, the interment, and the betrayal of the expectations 
of the survivors. I observed that the house was much fre- 
quented by many who rarely or ncvei* had crossed its 
threshold duriutr the life of its late owner. There was 
much cornering, much talking in an undertone, and looking 
at me that I did not understand, and grailnally the numher 
of regular visitors increased until it amounted to about 
twenty. Among them were the parson of the parish, the 
trustees of several notorious charities, three attorneys, four 
or five well-known dealers of the stock-exchange, foremost 
among whom was Sir Joscjdi Job, and three of the profes- 
sionally benevolent, or of those whose sole occupation 
appe?.,.'-) to be that of quickening the latent charities of their 
neiglijtrs. 

The day after my ancestor was finally removed from our 
sight, the house was more than usually crowded. The 
secret conferences increased both in earnestness and in 
fi cquency, and finally I was summoned *o meet these ill- 
umed guests in the room which had been the sanctum 
banctorum of the late owner of the dwelling. As I entered 
among twenty strange faces, wondering why I, wlio bad 
hitherto passed through life so little heeded, should be 
unseasonably importuned, Sir Joseph Jcb presented himself 
the spokesman of the party. 
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“"We have sent for you, Mr. Goldencalf/’ the knic'vV 
commenced, decently wiping his eyes, “ because we tliuiij 
tliat respect for our late much*esteemed, most excellent, 
and very respectable friend retjuires tliat we no longer 
neglect his liual pleasure, but that we should proceed at 
once to open his will, in order that we may take prompt 
measures for its execution. It would have been more 
regular had we done this before he was interred, for wo 
cannot have foreseen his pleasure concerning his venerable 
remail n ; but it is fully my determination to liave every- 
thing done as he has ordered, even though we may be com- 
pelled to disinter tlie body.” 

I am habitually quiescent, and possibly credulous, but 
nature has not denied me a proper spirit. What Sir 
Joseph Job, or any one hut myself, had to do with the will 
ot my ancestor did not strike me at first siglit ; and I took 
care to express as much, iu terms it was not easy to mis- 
understand. 

“ llie only child, and, indeed, tlie only known relative of 
the deceased,” I said, “ I do not well see, gentlemen, how 
this subject sliould interest iu this lively manner so many 
strangers ! ” 

“ Very spirited and proper, no doiibk sir,” returned Sir 
Joseph, smiling ; but you ought to know, young gentle- 
man, that if there are such things as heirs, there are also 
such things as executors!” 

1 hifi 1 did know already, and I had also somewhere 
imbioed an opinion that the latter was commonly the most 
lucrative situation. 

“ Iliive you any reason to suppose, Sir Joseph Job, that 
my late father has selected you to fulfill this trust?” 

“That will be better known in the end, young gentle- 
man. It our late father is known to have die<I rich, very 
rich — not that he has left as much by lisilf a million as 
vulgar rejrort will have it — but what I should term coju- 
fortably off; and it is unreasonable to suppose that a man 
of his great caution and prudence should suffer his money 
to go to tlie heir-at-law, that heir being a youth only in his 
♦wenty-third year, ignorant of business, not overgifted with 
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experience, and having llic propensities of all of Ills years in 
this ill-behaving and extravagant age, without certain trusts 
and provisions which will leave his lianl earnings for some 
time to come under the care of men who like himself know 
the fidl value of money.” 

“No, never! — ’tis quite impossible — ’tis more than 
impossible !” exclaimed the bystanders, all shaking tlieir 
head:. 

^ “And the late Mr. Goldencalf, too. intimate with most of 
the substatilial names on ’Change, and j)articulaily with Sir 
Joseph Job I ” added anotlier. 

Sir Joseph Job nodded Ids head, smiled, stroked Ids cldn, 
and stood wailing for my rcplv. 

“ Property is in danger. Sir Joseph,” I said, ironically ; 
“but it matters not. If there is a will it is as much my 
interest to know it as it can possibly be yours : and I atn 
quite willing that a search be made on the spot.” 

Sir Josc'ph looked daggers at me ; bu^ being a man of 
business, be took me at my word, and. receiving the keys I 
offered, a proper per.'on was immediately set to work to 
open the drawers. The search was continued for fj)ur 
hours without success. Every private drawer was rum- 
maged, every paper opened, and many a curious glance was 
cast at the contents of the latter, in order to get some clue 
to the probable amount of the assets of the deceased. Con- 
sternation and uneasiness very evidently increased among 
most of tlie spectators as tlie fruitless' examination pro* 
ceedod ; and when the notary ended, declaring that no will 
was to be found, nor any evidence of credits, every eye was 
fastened on me as if I were suspected of stealing that which 

111 the order of nature was likely to be my own* without the 
necessity of crime. 

“Ihere must be a secret repository of papers sotno- 
where,’ said Sir Joseph Job, as if he suspected more than 
be wished just then to express. “l\Ir. Goldei.adf is largely 

a creditor on the public books, aud yet here is not so much 
as a scrij) for a pound ! ” 

I left the room aud soon returned, briuging with me the 

bundle that bad been committed to me by my father. 
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“ Here, gentlemen,” I said, “ is a large packet of papers 
that were given to me by the deceased on his death-bed 
witli his own hands. It is, as you see, sealed with his seal 
and especially addressed to me in his ow’n handwriting, and 
it is not violent to suppose that the contents concern me 
only. Still, as you take so great an interest in the atfaii's 
of die deceased, it shall now be opened, and those contents, 
i«o far as you can have any right to know them, shall not be 
hid from you.” 

I thought Sir Joseph looked grave when he saw the 
packet and had examined the handwriting of the enveloj>e. 
iUl, however, expressed their satisfaction that the search 
was now most probably ended. I broke the seals and ex- 
posed the contents of the envelope. Within it there were 
several smaller packets, each sealed with tlie seal of the 
deceased, and each addressed to me in his own hand- 
writing like the external covering. Each of these smaller 

o o 

l>ackets, too, liad a separate endorsement of its contents. 
Taking them as they lay I read aloud the nature of each 
before I proceeded to the next. They were also num- 
bered. 

“No. 1,”I commenced. “Certificates of public stock 
held by Tho. Goldencalf, June 12th, 1815.” We were 
now at June 20lh of the same year. As I laid aside this 
packet 1 observed that the sum endorsed on its back 
greatly exceeded a million. “ No. 2. Certificates of Bank 
of England stock.” Tliis sum was several hundred 
thousands of pounds. “No. 3. South Sea Annuities.” 
Nearly three hundred thousand pounds. “No. 4. Bonds 
and mortgages.” Four hundred and thirty thousand 
pounds. “ No. 5. The bond of Sir Joseph Job for sixty- 
three thousand pounds.” 

I laid down the paper and involuntarily exclaimed, 
“ Property is in danger ! ” Sir Joseph turned pale, but 
he beckoned to me to proceed, saying, “ AVc shall soon 
come to the will, sir.” 

“ No. 6.” I hesitated ; for it was an assignment to 
myself, which from its very nature I perceived was an 
abortive attempt to escape the payment of the leg.icy 
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“Well, sir, No. C ? ” inquired Sir Josopli. with trenm- 
lous exultation. 

“Is an instrument affecting mjsclf, and with which you 
have no concern, sir.” 

“ e shall see, sir, we shall see, sir — if you refuse to 

exhibit the paper, there are laws to comj)el you.” 

To do what, Sir Joseph Job? To oxliibit to mv 

father’s debtors papers that are exclusively addros.sed to 

me and which can affect me only ? But here is tlio paper, 

gentlemen, that you so mucli desire to see. ‘ No. 7. The 

last will and testament of Tho. Goldencalf, dated June 

17th, 181G.’ ” (He died June the 2-Uh of tlie same year ) 

Ah ! the precious instrument ! ” exclaimed Sir Joseph 

Job, eagerly extending his hand as if expecting to receive 
the will. * 


“This paper, as you perceive, gentlemen,” I said, hold- 
ing It up in a manner that all present iniglit see it, “is 
especially addressed to myself, and it shall not quit mv 
hands until I learn that someotlier has a Iietter ri^lit to it ” 
I confess my heart failed me ns I broke tlic seals, for i 
U<1 see., but little of my father, au.l I knew that he hau 
been a man of very peculiar opinions as well as habits. 
The will was all m his own hanclwiitinjr, .and it was very 

Short. Summoning courage I read it aloud in tlie follow*- 
ing words : — 

'■ I" <1^ «ame of God — Amen : 1, Tho. Goldencalf, of 

deolare'd London, do i.uhlish and 

.hol..re t ns mstrument to be my last will and testament: 

,«uchltw’"l 'o “>y only child and 

«uch-beloyed son, John Goldencalf, all my real estate in 

London, IforeXo " 

“ I bo ^ heirs, and assigns, forever, 

son John Tola o-eh-beloyed 

and description whatever of which I may die nos 

oi 

nominate and appoint my said much-belovcd son, 
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John Goulencalf, to be the sole executor of this my Iasi 
will and testament, counseling him not to confide m any 
of those who may profess to have been my friends ; and 
particularly to turn a deaf ear to all the pretensions 
iind solicitations of Sir Joseph Job, Knight. In witness 
whereof,” etc., etc. 

This will was duly executed, and it was witnessed by 
tlie nurse, his confidential clerk, and the housemaid. 

“Property is in danger, Sir Joseph!” I dryly re-^ 
marked, as I gathered together the papers in order to 

secure them. • j 

“ This will may be set aside, gentlemen ! cried tne 

knight in a fury. “ It contains a libel ! ” 

‘•And for whose benefit, Sir Joseph?” I quietly in- 
quired. “ With or without the will my title to my fathers 

assets would seem to be equally valid.” 

This was so evidently true that the more prudent re- 
tired in silence ; and even Sir Joseph after a short delay, 
during which he appeared to be strangely agitated, with- 
arew The next week his failure was announced, in con- 
sequence of some extravagant risks on ’Change, and event- 
ually I received but three shillings and fourpence m the 
pound for my bond of sixty-three thousand. 

^ When the money was paid, I could not help exclaimi g 

mentally, “ Property is in danger 1 ” 

The following morning Sir Joseph Job balanced his 

tocount with the world hy cutting Lis throat. 
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CHAPTER V. 

ADOUT THE SOCIAL-STAKE SYSTEM, THE DANGERS OW 
CONCENTRATION, AND OTHER MORAL AND IMMORAL 
CURIOSITIES. 


The affairs of my father were almost as easy of settle- 
ment as those of a pauper. In twenty-four hours I was 
completely master of them, and found myself if not tlio 
richest, certainly one of the richest subjects of Europe. 
I say subjects, for sovereigns frequently have a way of 
appropriating the effects of others that would lender a 
pretension to rivalry ridiculous. Debts there were none ; 
and if there had been, ready money was not wanting ; tlie 
balance in cash in my favor at the bank amounted in it- 
sti.f to a fortune. 

The reader may now suppose that I was perfectly 
nappy* Without a solitary claim on either my time or 
my estate, I was in the enjoyment of an income that uia- 
terially exceeded the revenues of many reigning princes. 
I had not an expensive nor a vicious habit of any sort. 
Jf houses, horses, hounds, packs, and menials, there were 
none to vex or perplex me. In every particular save one 
I was completely my own master. That one was the 
near, dear, cherished sentiment that rendered Anna in mv 
ftyes an angel (and truly slie was little short of it iu those 
of other people), and made her the polar star to which 
every wish pointed. How gladly would I have paid half 

million just then to be the grandson of a baronet w^th 
precedency from the seventeenth century ! 

There was, however, another and a present cause for 
fact that ray family reached the dark ages ivith so much 
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embarrassing facility. In witnessing tbe ‘lying agony oi 
iny ancestor I bad got a dread lesson on tbe vanity 
the hopeless character, tbe dangers, and tbe delusions of 
wealth, that time can never eradicate. The history of its 
accumulation was ever present to mar the pleasure of its 
possession. I do not mean that I suspected what by the 
world’s convention is deemed dishonesty — of that there 
liad been no necessity — but simply that tbe heartless and 
estranged existence, the waste of energies, the blunted^ 
ciiarities, and the isolated and distrustful habits of my 
father appeared to me to be but poorly requited by tlio 
joyless ownership of its millions. I would liave given 
largely to be directed in such a way as while escaping the 
wastefulness of the shoals of Scylla, I might in my own 
case steer clear of the miserly rocks of Cbarybdis. 

When I drove from between the smoky lines of the 
London houses into the green fields and amid tbe blossom- 
ing hedges, this earth looked beautiful and as if it weie 
made to be loved. I saw in it the workmanship of a 
divine and beneficent Creator, and it was not ditficult to 
])ersuade myself that he who dwelt in tbe confusion of 
a town in order to transfer gold from the pocket of his 
neighbor to his own had mistaken the objects of his being. 
MjT poor ancestor, who had never quitted London, stood 
before me with his dying regrets ; and my first resolution 
was to live in open communion with my kind. So intense, 
indeed, did my anxiety to execute this purpose become, 
that it might have led even to frenzy had not a fortunate 
circumstance interposed to save me from so dire a 

calamity. 

The coach in which I had taken passage (for 1 pur- 
posely avoided the parade and trouble of post-cliaise and 
tervants), passed through a market town of known loy- 
alty on the eve of a contested election. This appeal to 
tlic intelligence and patriotism of the constituency had 
occurred in consequence of the late incumbent having 
taken oflico. The new minister, for be was a member of 
tlie cabinet, had just ended his canvass, and he was about 
to address his fellow-subjects from a window of the tavern 
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in which he loilgcd. Fatigued, but ready to seek mcnUl 
relief by any means, I threw myself from the coach, 
secured a room, and made one of the inultitude. 

The favori^i candidate occupied a large b:ilcony sur- 
?*ouiided by his principal friends, among wiiom it was <!<*- 
lightful to see earls, lords John, barouets, dignitaries of the 
clmrch, tradesmen of influence in the borough, and even a 
mechanic or two, all squeezed together in the agreeahh 
^amalgamation of political atlinity. Here then, tliuught 1. 
is an example of the heavenly charities ! The caiididatn 
himself, the son and heir of a peer, feels that ho is truly 
of the same flesh and blood as his constituents ; how ami' 
ably be smiles ! — liow bland are his manners ! — and 
with what cordiality does he shake hands willi the greasi- 
est and the worst ! There must be a corrective to human 
pride, a stimulus to the charities, a never-ending lesson of 
benevolence in this part of our excellent system, and I 
will look further into it. The candidate appeared and liiu 
Iiarangue commenced. 

Memory would fail me were I to attempt recording tic 
precise language of the orator, but Ins opinions and (ire- 
cepts are so deeply graven on my recollection that I do 
not fear misrepresenting them. He commenced witli a 
very proper and eloquent eulogium on the constitution, 
which he fearlessly pronounced to be in its way the very 
perfection of human reason ; in proof of which he ad- 
duced the well-ascertained fact that it liad always been 
known throughout the vicissitudes and trials of so many 
centuries to accommodate itself to circumstances, abhor- 
ring change. “ Yes, my friends,” he exclaimed, in a burst 
of patriotic and constitutional fervor, “ whetlier under the 
roses or the lilies — the Tudors, the Stuarts, or the illus- 
trious house of Brunswick, this glorious structure has re- 
sisted the storms of faction, has been able to receive 
under its sheltering roof the most opposite elements of do- 
mestic strife, affording protection, warmth, aye. and foo<l 
and raiment” — (here the orator happily laid his hand on 
the shoulder of a butcher, who wore a frieze overcoat tliat 
made him look not unlike a stall-fetl boast) — “ yes, iood 
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aud raiment, victuals and drink, to the meaucst subject in 
the realm. Nor is this all ; it is a constitution peculiarly? 
English 5 and who is there so base, so vile, so untrue to 
himself, to his fathers, to bis descendants, as to turn his 
l)ack on a constitution tliat is thoroughly and inherently 
English, a constitution that lie has inherited from his an- 
cestors, and which by every obligation, both human and 
divine, he is bound to transmit unchanged to posterity ! ” 
Here the orator, who continued to speak, however, was^ 
deafened by sliouts of applause, and that part of the sub- 
ject might veiy fairly be cousidered as definitely settled, 

From the constitution as a whole the candidate next pi'> 
ceeded to extol the particular feature of it that was known 
as the borough of Householder. According to his account 
of this portion of the government, its dwellers were animated 
by the noblest spirit of independence, the most rooted de- 
termination to upliold the ministry of which lie was the 
least worthy member, atul were distinguished by what in an 
ecstasy of political eloquence he happily termed the most 
freeborn understanding of its rights and privileges. Tliis 
loyal and judicious borough had never been known to waste 
its favors on those who had not a stake in the community. 
It understood that fundamental principal of good govern- 
ment whicli lays down tlic axiom that none w’cre to be 
trusted but those who had a visible anti an extended interest 
in the country ; for without these pledges of honesty and 
independence, what had the elector to expect but bribery 
and corruption — a tralfic in bis dearest rights, and a bar- 
gaining that might destroy the glorious institutions under 
whicli he dwelt. Tliis part of the harangue was listened to 
in respectful silence, and shortly after the orator concluded 
wlien the electors dispersed, with, no doubt, a better opinion 
of themselves and the constitution than it had probably 
becu their good fortune to entertain since the previous 
election. 

Accident placed mo at dinner (the house being crowded) 
at the same table with an attorney who had been very 
active the whole morning among the Householders, and who 
T soon learned from himself, was the especial agent of the 
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ownnr of the independent borough in question. He tol.l me 
that he had come down witli the expectation of disposing of 
the wliole property to Lord Pledge, the ministerial candi- 
‘late named; but the means had not been forthcoming as lie 
had been led to hope, and the bargain was unluckily broken 
off at the very moment when it was of the utmost impor- 
tance to know to whom the independent electors rightfully 
belonged. 

“ Ilis lordship, however,” continued the attorney, wiiik'ne,, 

• “ has done what is handsome ; and tlierc can be no more 
doubt of Ins election than tlier^j would bo of yours did you 
happen to own the borough.” 

“ And is tlje property now open for sale?” I asked. 

“ Certainly — my principal can hold out do longer. The 
price is settled, and I have his power of attorney to make 
the preliminary bargain. ’Tis a thousand pities that tlie 
public mind sliould be left In this undecided state on the evo 
of an election.” 

“ Then, sir, I will be tlie purchaser.” 

My companion looked at me with astonishment and 
doubt. lie had transacted too much business of tliis nature, 
however, not to feel his way before lie was either otf or on. 

“ The price of the esUitc is three hundred and twenty-five 
thousand i)OUiKls, sir, and tlie rental is only six ! ” 

“ Be it so. My name is Goldencalf ; by accompanying 
me to town you shall receive the money.” 

“ Goldencalf! What, sir, the only son and heir of the 
!ate Thomas Goldencalf of Cheapside ? ” 

“ The same. My father has not been dead a month.” 

“ Pardon me, sir ; convince me of your identity — we 
must be particular iu matters of this sort — and you shall 
have possession of the property in season to secure your own 
election or that of any of your friends. I will return Lord 
Pledge his small advances, and another time he will know 
better than to fail of keeping his promises. What is a 
borough good for, if a nobleman s word is not sacred ? You 
will find the electors, in particular, every way worthy of 
your fiwor. They are as frank, loyal, and straightforward 
ft constituency as any in England. No skulking behind the 



THE MONIKINS. 



ballot for them ! — aud in all respects they are fearless Eng- 
lishmen who will do what they say, and say whatever their 
landlord shall please to require of them.” 

As I had sundry letters and other documents about me. 
nothing was easier than to convince the attorney of 
identity. He called for pen and ink ; drew out of his pocket 
the contract iliat had been prepared for Lord Pledge; gave 
it to me to read; filled the blanks; and affixing his name, 
e-alled the w'aiters as witnesses, and presented me the 
paper with a i>romptitude and respect that I found really * 
delightful. So much, thought I, for having given pledges 
to society by the purchase of a borough. I drew on my 
bankers for three hundred and twenty-five thousand pounds, 
and arose from table virtually the owner of the estate of 
Householder and of the political consciences of its tenantry. 

A fact so important could not long be unknown ; and in 
h few minutes all eyes in the coffee-room were upon me. 
The landlord presented himself and bogged I would do liim 
tiic lionor to lake possession of his family parlor, there be- 
ing no other at his dispos;il. I was hardly installed before 
a servant in a handsome livery presented the following 
note : — 


“ Dicak Mr. Goldexcai.f, — I have this moment 
lieard of your being in town, and am exceedingly rejoiced 
to learn it. A long intimacy with your late excellent and 
most loyal fatlicr justifies my claiming you for a friend, and 
I waive all ceremony (olficial, of course, is meant, tlicre 
being no reason for any other between us), and beg to be 
admitted for half an hour. 

Dear Mr. Goldencalf, 

“ Yours very faithfully and sincerely, 

“ Pledoe. 

“ Goldencalf, Esquire. 

" Monday evening.” 

I begged that the noble visitor might not be made to wait 
a moment. Lord Pledge met mo like an old and intimate 
friend. He made a hundred handsome inquiries after my 
dead ancestor ; spoke feelingly of his regret at not haviup 
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been summoned to attend his death-bed ; and then very in- 
genuously and warmly congratulated me on my succession 
to so large a property. 

“ I hear, too, you have bought this borough, my dear six. 

I could not make it convenient just at this particular monnuit 
to conclude ray own arrangement — but it is a good thing. 
Three hundred and twenty thousand, I suppose, as was 
mentioned between me and the other parly ” 

“ Three hundred and twetity-five thousand, Lord Pledge ” 

* I perceived by tlie countenance of the noble candidate 
that I had paid the odd live thousand as a fine — a circuin- 
stance whicii accounted for the promptitude of the attorney 
in the transaction, he most probably pocketing the dilFereiice 
himself. 

“ You mean to sit, of course?” 

“ I do, my lord, as one of the members, at the next gen- 
eral election ; but at present I shall be most happy to aid 
your return.” 

“ My dear Mr. Goldencalf ” — 

‘‘ Really, without presuming to compliment, Lord Pledge, 
the noble sentiments I heard you express this morning were 
60 very proper, so exceedingly statesmanlike, so truly Eng- 
lish, that I shall feel infinitely more satisfaction in knowing 
that you fill the vacant seat than if it were in my own pos- 
session.” 

“ I honor your public spirit, Mr. Goldencalf, and only 
wish to God there was more of it in the world. But you 
can count on our friendship, sir. What you have just 
remarked is true, very true, only too true, true to a hair — 
H-a-a — I mean, my dear Mr. Goldencalf, most especially 
those sentiments of mine which — a-a-a — I say it before 
God, without vanity — but which, as you have so very ubly 
intimated, are so truly proper and English.” 

“ I sincerely think so, Lord Pledge, or I should not have 
said it. I am peculiarly situated myself. With an immense 
fortune, without rank, name, or connections, nothin<»^ is 
easier than for one of my years to be led astray ; and U is 
my ardent desire to hit upon some expedient that may con- 
nect me properly with society.” 
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“ l^Iarry, my dear young friend ; select a Wife fi'om among 
the fair and virtuous of this happy isle — unluckily I can 
propose nothing in this way myself — for both my own sis- 
ters are disposed of.” 

“ I have made choice, already, I thank you a thov’sand 
times, niy dear Lord Pledge ; although 1 scarcely dare 
execute my own wishes. Tliere are objections — if I were 
only the child, now, of a baronet’s second son, or” — 

“ Become a baronet yourself,” once more interrupted my 
noble friend, with an evident relief from suspense ; for I 
verily believe he thought I was about to ask for something 
better. “ Your affair shall be arranged by the end of the 
week — and if there is anything else 1 can do for you, I beg 
you to name it without reserve.” 

“If I could hear a few more of those remarkable senti- 
ments of yours, concerning the stake we should all have in 
society, I think it would relieve ray mind.” 

My companion looked at me a moment with a very awk- 
ward sort of an intensity, drew his hand across his brows, 
reflected, and then obligingly complied. 

“ You attach too much importance, i\Ir. Goldencalf, to a 
few certainly very just, but very ill-arranged ideas. That a 
man without a proper stake in society is little better than 
tlie beasts of the fields, I hold to be so obvious that it is 
unnecessary to dwell on the point. Reason as you will, 
forward or backward, you arrive at the same result — he 
that hath nothing is usually treated by raaukind little better 
tlnm a dog, and he that is little better tlian a dog usually 
l>as notliiiig. Again. What distinguishes the savage from 
the civilized man ? Why, civilization to be sure. Now, 
wliat is civilization ? Tlie arts of life. Wliat feeds, 
nourishes, sustains the arts of life? Money or property. 
]^y consequence, civilization is property, and property is 
civilization. If the control of a country is in the hands of 
those wlio possess the property, the government is a civil- 
ized government; but, on the other liand, if it is in the 
hands of those who h,ave no property, the government is 
necessarily an uncivilized government. It is quite impossi- 
ble that any one should become a safe statesman who doei 
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not possess a direct property interest in society. You know 
diore is not a tyro of our political sect who dees not fully 
admit the truth of this axiom.” 

“Mr. Pitt?” 

“ Why, Pitt was certainly an exception in one way ; hut 
then, you will recollect, he was the immediate representalivfi 
of the tones, who own most of the property of England.” 

“ Mr. Fox ? ” 

“ Fox represented tlie whig? who own all the rest, you 
*know. No, my dear Goldencalf, reason as you will, we 
shall always arrive at the same result. Y'ou w'ill, of course, 
as you have just said, take oue of the seats yourself at the 
next general election ? ” 

“ I sliall be too proud of being your colleague to hesi- 
tate.” 

This speech sealed our friendship ; for it was a pledge to 
my noble acquaintance of his future connection witli the 
horoiigli. lie was much too higli-hrcd to express his thanks 
in vulgar phrases (though high-breeding rarely exhibits all 
its finer qualities pending an election), hut — a man of the 
world, and one of a class whose main business it is to put 
the i^uaviie^ in rnodOf as the F rencli have it, cn evidence — 
the reader may be sure that when we parted that night I 
was in perfect good humor with myself, and, as a matter of 
course, with my new acquaintance. 

The next day the canvass was renewed, and we had 
tnother convincing speech on tlie subject of the virtue of 
• a stake in society;” for Lord Pledge was tactician enough 
to attack the ciuidel, onc.e assured of its weak point, rather 
than expend his efforts on the outworks of tlie place. That 
niglu the attorney arrived from town with the title-deeds 
all properly executed (they had been some time in prepara- 
lioii for Lord Pledge), and the follow’iiig morning early the 
tenants were served with the usual notices, with a hand- 
somely expressed sentiment on my part in favor of “ a stake 
in society.” About noon Lord Pledge walked over the 
course, as it is expressed at Newmarket and Doncaster. 
After dinner we separated, my noble friend returning to 
town, while I pursued my way to the rectory. 
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Anna never appeared more fresh, m^^re serene, more 
elevated above mortality, than when we met, a week after I 
had quitted Householder, in the breakfast-parlor of her 
father’s abode. 

“You are beginning to look like yourself again, Jack.” 
she said, extending her liand with the simple cordiality of 
an Englishwoman ; “ and I hope we shall find you moi o 
rational.” 

“ All, Anna, if I could only presume to throw myself at^ 
your feet, and tell you how much and what X feel, I should 
be the happiest fellow in all England.” 

“ As it is you arc the most miserable ! ” the laughing 
girl answered as, crimsoned to the temples, she drew away 
the hand I was foolishly pressing against my heart. “ Let 
us go to breakfast, Mr. Goldencalf — my father has ridden 
across the country to visit Dr. Liturgy.” 

“ Anna,” I said, after seating myself and taking a cup 
of tea from fingers that were rosy as the morn, “ I fear you 
are the greatest enemy that I have on earth.” 

“ John Goldencalf! ” exclaimed the startled girl, turning 
pale and then lluslimg violently. “ Pray explain your- 
self.” 

“ I love you to my heart’s core — could marry you, an<l 
then, I fear, worship you. as man never before worshipped 
woman.” 

Anna laughed faintly. 

“ And you feel in danger of the sin of idolatry ? ” she at 
h)ngth succeeded in saying. 

“No, I am in danger of narrowing my sympathies — of 
losing a broad and safe hold of life — of losing my proper 
stake in society — of — in short, of becoming as useless to 
my fellows as my poor, poor father, and of making an end 
as miserable. Oh ! Anna, could you have witnessed the 
hopelessness of that death-bed, you could never wish mo 
a fate like his ! ” 

My pen is unequal to convey an adc(iuate idea of the 
expression witli which Anna regarded me. Wonder, doubt, 
apjireliens’on, affection, and anguish were all beaming in 
her eyes; but the unnatural brightness of these confiicting 
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ceut'.uients was tempered by a softness that resembled the 

i>early lustre of an Italian sky- 

“ If I 3'ield to my fondness, Anna, in what will my con 
(lition diffW from that of my miserable fatlier’s? He con- 
centrated his feelings in the love of money, and I — yes, I 
feel it here, I know it is here — I should love you su 
intensely as to shut out every generous sentiment in favor 
of others. I have a fearful responsibility on my shonlders 

wealth, gold ; gold beyond limits; and to save iny very 

• soul I must extend, not narrow my inlerest in my fellow- 
creatures. ■\^'ere there a hundred such Annas I might, 
press you all to my heart — but, one ! — no. no — ’twouM 
be misery — ’twould be perdition! The very excess ot 
such a passion would render me a heartless miser, unworthy 
of the confidence of my fellow-men 1” 

I'lie radiant and yet serene eyes of Anna seemed to rea< 
my soul ; and when I had done speaking she arose, stole 
timidly lo my side of the table, as woman approaclies when 
she feels most, placed her velvet-like hand on my burning 
forehead, pressed its throbbing pulses gently to her heart, 
burst into tears, and fled. 

We dined alone, nor did we meet again until the dinner 
hour. The manner of Anna was soothing, gentle, even 
atfectionate ; but she carefully avoided the subject of the 
morning. As for myself, I was constantly brooding over 
the danger of concentrating interests, and of the excellence 
of the social-stake system. 

“ Your spirits will be better, Jack, in a day or two,” 
said Anna, when we had taken wine after the soup. 
‘‘ Country air and old friends will restore your freshness and 
color.” 

“ If there were a thousand Annas I could be happy as 
mau was never happy before ! But 1 must not, dare not, 
lessen my hold on society.” 

“ All of which proves my insufliciency to render you 
happy. But here comes Francis with yesterday morning’s 
paper — let us see what society is about in London.” 

After a few moments of intense occupation with the 
journal, an exclamation of pleasure and surprise escupe.d 
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the sweet girl. On raising my eyes I saw her gazing (as i 
fancied) fondly at myself. 

“ Read what you have that seems to give you so much 
pleasure.” 

She complied, reading with an eager and tremulous voice 
the following paragraph : — 

“ His Majesty has been most graciously pleased to raise 
John Goldencalf of Householder Hall, in the county of 
Dorset, and of Cheapside, Esquire, to the dignity of h , 
baronet of the united kingdoms of Great Britain and Ire- 
land.” 

“ Sir John Goldencalf, I have the honor to drink to your 
health and happiness ! ” cried the delighted girl, brightening 
like the dawn, and wetting her pouting lip with liquor less 
ruby than itself. “ Here, Francis, till a bumper and drink 
to the new baronet.” 

The gray-headed butler did as ordered with a very good 
grace, and then hurried into the servants* hall to communi- 
cate the news. 

“ Here at least, Jack, is a new hold that society has on 
3'ou, whatever hold you may have on society.” 

I was pleased because she was pleased, and because it 
showed that Lord Pledge had some sense of gratitude 
(although he afterward took occasion to intimate that I 
owed the favor chiefly to hope), and I believe my eyes 
never expressed more fondness. 

” Lady Goldencalf would not have an awkward sound 
after all, dearest Anna.” 

“ As applied to one, Sir John, it might possibly do ; but 
not as applied to a hundred.” Anna laughed, blushed, 
burst into tears once more, and again fled. 

What right have I to trifle with the feelings of this 
single-hearted and excellent girl, said I to myself; it is 
evident that the subject distresses her— ^ she is unequal to 
its discussion, and it is unmanly and improper in me to treat 
it in this manner. I must be true to my character as a 
geulleman and a man — aye, and, under present circum- 
stances, as a baronet ; and — T will never speak of it again 
as long as I live. 
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The following day I took leave of Dr Etherington and 
his daughter, with the avowed intention of travelling or a 
year or two. The good rector gave me much friendly 
advice, flattered me with expressions of conhdeuce in my 
discretion, and, squeezing me warmly by the hand, hegge* 
me to recollect that I had always a home at the rectory. 
When I had made my adieus to the father, I went, with a 
sorrowful heart, in quest of the daughter. She vvas still iii 
the little breakfast-parlor — that parlor so loved ! I foun< 
her pale, timid, sensitive, blaud, but serene. Little could 
ever disturb that heavenly quality in the dear girl; ‘f s 
laughed, it was with a restrained and moderated joy ; it she 
wept, it was like rain falling from a sky that still shone 
with the lustre of the sun. It was only when feeling and 
nature were unutterably big within her, that soine irre- 
sistible impulse of her sex betrayed her iuto emotions like 
those I had twice witnessed so lately. 

“You are about to leave us. Jack,” she said, holding out 


her hand kindly and without the aflectation of an indifler- 
ence she did not feel ; “ you will see many strange faces, 
but you will see none who ”• — 

I waited for the completion of the sentence, but, although 
she struggled hard for self-possession, it was never liiiished. 

“ At my age, Anna, and with my means, it would be un- 
becoming to remain at home, wheu, if I may so express it, 

‘ human nature is abroad.* I go to quicken my sympathies, 
to open my heart to my kind, and to avoid the cruel regrets 
that tortured the death-bed of my father.” 

“ Well, well,” iuterrupted the sobbing girl, “ we will talk 
of it no more. It is best that you should travel ; and so 
adieu, with a thousand — nay, millions of good wishes for 
your happiness and safe return. You will come back to 
US, Jack, wheu tired of other scenes ! ” 

This was said with gentle earnestness and a sincerity so 
winning that it came near upsetting all my philosophy ; but 
I could not marry the whole sex, and to bind down my 
affections in one would have beeu giving the death-blow to 
the development of that sublime princijde on which I was 
beul and which I had already decided was to make me 
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worthy of my fortune and the ornament of my species. 
Had I been offered a kingdom, however, T could not speak. 
I took tlie unresisting girl in my .arms, folded her to my 
heart, pressed .a burning kiss on her cheek, and withdrew. 

“ You will come back to os, Jack ?” she half whispered, 
as her hand was reluctantly drawn through my own. 

Oh ! Anna, it was indeed j)ainful to abandon thy frank 
and gentle confidence, thy radiant beauty, thy serene aflcc- 
tions, and all thy womanly virtues, in order to practice uiy 
newly-discovered theory! Long did thy presence haunt 
me, — nay, never did it entirely desert me, — putting my 
constancy to a severe proof, and threatening at each remove 
to contract the lengthening chain that still bound me to 
ihee, thy fireside, and thy altars! But I triumphed, ami 
went abroad upon the earth w’ith a heart expanding towanl 
all the creatures of God, though thy image was still en- 
shrined in its inmost core, shining in womanly glory, pure, 
radiant, and witliout spot, like the floating prism that form^ 
the lustre of the diamond. 
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CHAPTER VT. 

k TilEORT OF PALPABLE STBLnilTY — SOME PRACTICAL 
* IDEAS, AND TUE COMMENCEMENT OF Al) YEN TUR l-S. 

The recollection of the intense feelings of that impor- 
tant period of my life has, in some measure, disturbed the 
connection of tlie narrative, and may possibly have left 
some little obscurity in the mind of the reader on tlie sub- 
ject of the new sources of happiness that had broken on 
niy own intelligence. A word liere in the way of elucida- 
tion, therefore, may not be misapplied, although it is iny 
purpose to refer more to my acts, and to the wonderful 
incidents' it will sliortly be my duty to lay before the 
world, for a just understanding of my views, than to mere 
verbal explanations. 

Happiness — liappinoss, here and hereafter, was my 
goal. I aimed at a life of useful and active benevolence, 
i death-bed of liope and joy, and an eternity of fruition. 
V\ ith such an object before mo, my thoughts, from the 
moment that I witnessed tlio dying regrets of iny fatlier, 
had been intensely brooding over the means of attainment. 
Surprising as, no doubt, it will appear to vulgar minds, T 
obLained the clue to this sublime mystery at the late 
election for the borough of Householder, and from iho 
lips of^ my Lord Pledge. Like other important discover- 
ies, it is very simple when understood, being easily ren- 
dered intelligible to the dullest capacities, as, indeed, in 
equity, ought to be the case with every principle that is so 
intimately connected with the well-being of man. 

It is a universally admitted truth that happiness is th^ 

only legitimate object of all human associations. Xho 

ruled concede a certain portion of their natural riMhu lor 

6 o 
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the benefits of peace, security, and order, with the under 
standing that they are to enjoy the remainder as their own 
proper indefeasible estate. It is true that there exist in 
different nations some material differences of opinion on 
the subject of tlie quantities to be bestowed and retained ; 
but these aberrations from a just medium arc no more 
than so many caprices of the Iiuman judgment, and in no 
manner do they affect the priucij>le. I found also that al’ 
the wisest and best of the species, or what is miuh tho 
same thing, tlie most responsible, uniformly maintain tlmf 
he who has the largest stake in society is, in the nature oi 
things, the most qualified to administer its affairs. By a 
stake in society is meant, agreeable to universal onveu- 
tion. a multiplication of those interests which occupy us in 
our daily concerns — or what is vulgarly called property. 
This principle works by exciting us to <Io right through 
those heavy investments of our own which would inevi- 
tably suifer, w’ere we to do wrong. The proposition is 
now clear, nor can tlie premises readily be mistaketi. 
Happiness is the aim of society ; and property, or a vested 
interest in that society, is the best pledge of our disinter- 
estedness and justice, and tlie best (jualification for its 
proper control. It follows as a legitimate corollary that a 
multiplication of those interests will increase the stake, 
and render us more and more worthy of the ti’ust by 
elevating us as near as may be to the pure and ethereal 
condition of the angels. One of those happy accidents 
which sometimes make men emperors and kings, liail made 
me, pi'rliaps, the richest subject of Europe. AV’^ith this 
polar star of theory shining before my eyes, and witli 
practical means so ample, it would have been clearly my 
own fault liad I not steered my bark into the right liavcn. 
If he who liad the heaviest investments was the most 
likely to love his fellows, there could be no great dilfi- 
cull}'^ for one in my situation to take the lead in philan- 
thropy. It is true that with superficial oh.servcrs the in- 
stance of my own immediate ancestor might be snpjiosed 
to form an exception, or rather an objection, to the theory 
So far from this being the case, however, it proves the very 
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rovoj'se. Jfy father in a grent mon sure liail coiieentrai*''! 
all his investments in tli«^ national ilel)t ! Nov/, hoyoiicl all 
cavil, he loved the funds intensely; grew violent when 
they were as6aile<l; cried out for bayonets when the mass 
declaimed against tax'ation; culogi/ed the gallows when 
there were menaces of revolt, an i in a hnndi ed otlu r 
ways proved that 'WHierc the trea ure is, there will the 
heart be also.” The instance of my father, therefore, like 
all exceptions, only went to prove the e\cellen<-e of tlie 
Vule. He had merely fallen into the error of contraction, 
when the only safe course was that of expansion. I 
resolved to expand ; to do that which prohahly no politi- 
cal economist had ever yet thought of doing — in .short, to 
carry out the principle of the social stake in such a way as 
should cause me to love all ilii.<g<, and conseipieiilly to lie- 
come woi'thv of heint: intrnst<-d witli the cjire of all tliiims. 

Ou reaching town, my earliest visit w’as one of thanka 
to my Lord Pledge. At iirst I had felt some doulils 
whether tlie baronetcy would or would not aid the system 
of philanthropy ; for by raising me above a large portion 
of my kind, it was in so much at least a removal from jdiil- 
anthropical sympathies ; but by the time the patent was 
received and the fees were paid, I found that it mi<dit 
fairly be considered a pecuniary investment, ami that, it 
was consequently brought within the rule 1 luvl prcscrihcil 
for my own government. 

The next tiling ^Yas to employ suitable agents to aid in 
making the purchases that wc/e necessary to attach me to 
mankind. A month was diligently occupied in this w.ay. 
A.S ready money was not wanting, and I was not very 
particular on the subject of prices, "at the end of that time 
I began to have certain incipient sentiments which went, 
to prove the triumphant success of the experiment. In 
other w'ords I owned much, and was beginning to take a 
lively interest in all I owmed. 

I made purchases of estates in England. .Scotland, 
Ireland, and Wales. This division of real jiroperty was 
meant to equalize my sentiments justly between the difler- 
ent portions of my native country. Not satisfied with 
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this, however, I extended the system to the colonics. 1 
had East India shares, a running ship, Canada land, a 
plantation in Jamaica, sheep at the Caj>e and at New 
South Wales, an indigo concern at Bengal, an establish- 
ment for the collection of antiques in the Ionian Isles, and 
a connection witli a shipping house for the general supply 


of our various de|>eudencies with beer, bacon, cheese, 
broadcloths, and iromnongery. From the British empire 
fay interests were soon extended into other counaaes. 
Oi. the Garonne and Xeres I bought vineyards. Iif 
Germany I took some sliarcs in different salt and coal 
mines ; the same in Soutli America in the precious metals; 
in Russia I dipped deeply into tallow ; in Switzerland I 
set up an extensive manufactory of watolies, and bought 
all the horses fora voiturier on a large scale. 1 had silk- 
worms in Lombardy, olives and hats in iuscany, a bath in 
Lucca, and a maccaroni establishment at Naples. Jo 
Sicily I sent funds for the purchase of wheat, and at 
Rome I kept a connoisseur to conduct a general agency in 
the supply of British articles, such as mustard, porter, 
pickles, and corned beef, as well as for the forwarding of 
j»ictures and statues to the lovers of the arts and of virtu. 

By the time all this was effected, I found my hands full 
of business. IMethod, suitable agents, and a resolution to 
succeed smoothed tlic way, however, and I began to look 
about me and to take breatli. By way of relaxation I 
MW descended into details ; and for a few days I Ire- 
(.uented dm meetings of those who are called “ the saints, 
in order to sec if something miglit not be done toward the 
jv'.tainmeui of my object through their instrumentality. 1 
caunot sav that this experiment met with all the success 1 
lia \ anticipated. I heard a great deal of subtle liiseussioii, 
found that manner was of more account than matter, and 
had unreasonable and ceaseless appeals to my pocket, bo 
,u.ar a view of cliarity liad a tendency to expose its blem- 
ishes, as the brilliancy of tlie sun is known to ohibit 
defects on die face of beauty, which escape the eye when 
seen through the medium of that arlilicial light lor which 
tliev arc best adapted ; and I soon contented myself with 
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Beutling my contributions at proper intervals, keeping aloof 
in person. This experiment gave rae occasion to perceive 
that human virtues, like little candles, shine best in the 
dark, and that their radiance is cliieliy owiig to tlic 
atmosphere of a “ naughty world.” From spei^-ulating I 
returned to facts. 


The question of slavery had agitated the benevolent fcr 
some years, and liiidiug a singular apaihy in my own bosora 
•oil this important subject, 1 bought live liniulred of each sex 
to stimulate iny synipatliies. Tins led me nearer ‘o the 
United States of America, a country that I liad emleavored 
to blot out of my recollection ; for while thus encouraging 
a love for the species, 1 bad scarcely thought it necessary 
to go so far from home. As no rule exists without an ex- 
ception, I confess 1 was a goo<l deal disposed to believe that 
a Yankee might very fairlv he an omis>iou in an English- 
man's philanthropy. But ‘’in for a penny in for a pouii<l.” 
The negroes led me to tlie hanks of the Misftissijipi, wliere I 
was soon the owner of both a sugar ainl a cotton [ilaiitation. 
Ill addition to these purchases I look shares in divers South 
Seamen, owned a coral anti pearl-lishery of my own, and 
sent an agent with a proposition to King Tamaniainaali to 
create a monopoly of sundal-wootl in our joint behalf. 

The earth and ail it contained assumed new glories in my 
I had fullilled the essential condition of liie political 
economists, the jurists, the constitution-mongers, and all tlio 
“ talents and decency,” anti hatl stakes in half tiio societies 
of the world. I was fit to govern, I was fit to ailvise, to 
dictate to most of the people of Christeiulom ; for I hatl 


taken a direct interest in their welfares by making them my 
own. Iwenty times was I about to jump into a post-chaise, 
and to gallop down to the rectory lu order to lay my new 
born alliance with the species, and all its attendant felicity, 
at tlie feet of Anna, but the terrible thought of monogamy, 
and of its sympatliy-witheriiig consequences, as often stayed 
my CO use. I wrote to her weekly, however, making iier 
the participator of a portion of my happiness, thoimli I 
never had the satisfaction of receiving a single line iu reply. 

Fairly emancipated from selfishness, and pledged to tlie 
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ppccies, I now quitted England on a tour of pliilautliropical 
inspectiou. I shall not weary the reader with an account 
of my journeys over the beaten tracks of the coutiiient, but 
transport him and myself at once to Paris, in wliicli city I 
arrived on the 17th of May, Anno Domini 1819. I had 
seen much, fancied myself improved, and, by constant dwt.U 
ing on my system, saw its excellences as plainly as Napoleon 
the celebrated star whicli defied the duller vision of bis 
uncle the cardinal. At the same time, as usually hai)pcnf 
with those who direct all their energies to a given point, 
the opinions originally formed of certain portions of my 
theory began to undergo mutations, as nearer and more 
practical views pointeil out inconsistencies and exposed de- 
fects. As regards Anna in particular, the quiet, gentle, un- 
obtrusive, an<l yet distinct picture of womanly loveliness that 
was rarely absent from my mind, had for the past twelve- 
montli haunted me with a constaucy of argument tliat might 
have unsettled the Newtonian scheme of philosophy itself. 


I already more than questioned whether the benelit to bo 
(lerived from llic support of one so aiTectionate and true 
\vould not fully counterbalance the disadvantage of a con- 
centration of interest, so fur as the sex was concerned. 
This growing opinion was fast getting to be conviction, 
when I enconntcretl on the boulevards one day an old 
country neighbor of the rector’s, wlio gave me the best 
account of tiie family, adding, after descanting on the beauty 
and excellence of Anna lierself, that the dear girl had quite 
lately actuallv refused a i)ecr of the realm, wlio enjoyed all 
the acknowledged advantages of youth, riches, birtii," I'iink, 
and a good name, and who had selecte<l hei from a deep 
conviction of her worth, ainl of iier ability to make any 
sensible man happy. As to my own power over the heart 
of Anna I never entertained a doubt. Siie Iiad betrayed it 
ir. a thousand ways and on a hundred occasions ; nor had I 
been at all backward in letting her understand how Ingiily 
I valued her dear self, although I had never yet screwed up 
iny resolution so high us distinctly to propose for her hand. 
But all my unsettled i)urposes became concentrated on hear 
iucr this welcome iutelligcuco ; and, taking an abiuu’ leave 
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sf my old ncquaiutmce, 1 burned home ami wrote the fol- 
lowing letter : — 

“ DCAIt VKliT DFAH NAY. DkAKKST AnNA. I HlCt 

your old neighbor tins monihig on tlie boulevanls, and 

during all interview of au hour we <lid little el»e but talk ot 
tbee. Altliougb it has b^en my most ardent and most 
pro'loraiiiant wish to open my heart to thewliole species, 
^ 9 :, Anna, 1 feur I have love<l thee alone! Absence, so far 
from expanding, appears to contract my alfections, too many 
of which centre in thy sweet form and excellent virtues. 
The remedy I proposed is insullicient, ami I begin to think 
that matrimony alone can leave me master of suiricicnt 
freedom of thought uud action to turu the attention I ought 
to the rest of tlie human race. Thou hast been witli me in 
Mea in the four corners of the earth, by sea ami by land, in 
daiiffcrs and in safety, in all seasons, regions, and situations, 
and there is no sullicient reason why those who arc ever 
jnesent in the s[)iiit shoidd be materially separated. I'liou 
liast only to say a word, to wluNper a hope, to breathe a 
wish, and I will throw myself a repentant truant at thy feet 
and implore thy pity. When united, however, we will not 
lose ourselves in the sordid and narrow paths of sellishness, 
but come forth again in company to acquire a new and still 
more powerful hold on this beautiful creation, of which, by 
this act, I acknowledge thee to be the most divine poiaion. 

“ Dearest, dearest Anna, thine and the species’, 

“ Forever, JouN Goldl;ncali\ 

« To .Miss Etueiu.ncton.” 

If there was ever a happy fellow on earth, it was myself 
wlieu this letter was written, sealed, and faiily di.spatched 
The die was cast, and I walked into the air a regenerated 
and an elastic being ! Let what might happen, I was sure 
of Anna. Her gentleness would calm ray irritability ; her 
prudence temper my energies; her bland hut enduring affec- 
tions soothe my soul. I felt at peace with all around me, 
myself included, and I found a sweet assurance of the wis- 
of the step I bad just taken in tbe expanding seiitiinentt 
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If such were raj sensations now that every thought ceuterefl 
in Anna, what would tlicy not become when tliese personal 
transporis were cooled by habit, and nature was left to the 
action of the ordinary impulses! I began to doubt of the 
infallibility of tluit iKU t of my system which had given me 
so much pain, and to incline to the new doc: line that by 
concentration on particular parts we come most to love the 
whole. On examination there was reason to question 
whether it was not on this principle even that, as an especial^ 
landholder, I attained so great an interest in my native 
island ; for while I certainly ditl not own the whole of Great 
Britain, I felt that I had a profound respect for everything 
in it that was in any, even the most remote manner, con- 
nected with my own particular possessions. 

A week Hew by in delightful anticipations. The happi- 
ness of this short but heavenly period became so exciting, 
so exquisite, that I was on the ijoint of giving birth to an 
improvement on ray theory (or rather on the theory of the 
political economists and constitution-mongers, for it is in fact 
theirs and not mine), when the answer of Anna was re- 
ceived. If anticipation be a state of so much happiness — 
happiness being tlie groat pursuit of man — wliy not invent u 
purely ])rob;ttioiiary condition of society ? — why not change 
its elementary features trom positive to anticipating interests, 
which would give more zest to life, and bestow felicity uu- 
impuir«d by the dross of realities? I had determined to 
carry out this principle in practice by an experiment, and 
lea the hotel to order an agent to advertise, and to enter 
iuto a treaty or two, for some new investinents (without tlui 
smallest intention of bringing them to a couclnsion), when 
the porter delivered me the ardently expected letter. I 
never knew what would be the etlect of taking a stake in 
society by anticipatiou, therefore; the couients of Annas 
missive driving every subject tlu\t was not immediately con- 
nected witli llie dear writer, and with sad realities, completely 
out of my lie:id. It is not improbable, however, that the 
new theory would have provc^l to be faulty, for I have oaen 
nad occasion to remark that heirs (in remainder, for msUnce) 
manifest uu hostility to the estate by carrying out the pim. 
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ciple of anticipation, rather than any of fnat prtnleut rospoct 
for social consequences to which the legislator looks with so 

much anxiety. 

The letter of Anna was in the following wo.-ds : — 

“Gojd — NAY. Di:ai: .Tons. — Tliy letter was put into 
my hands yesterday. This is ilie lifili answer 1 have com- 
menced, and you will therefore see tliat I do not write 
.without rellection. I knovv thy cxeellont heart, Joliii, he tier 
'than it is known to thyself. It has either led thee to iho 
discovery of a secret of the last importance to thy fellow- 
creatures, or it has led thee cruelly astray. Au experiment 
so noble and so praiseworthy ought not to be ahaiidoned on 
account of a few momentary misgivings concerning the re- 
sult. Do not stay thy eagle Might at the instant thou ail 
soaring so near the sun ! Should we both judge it for our 
mutual hap[)ines>, I can become thy wife at a tntnrc ilay. 
^Ve are still young, and there is no urgency lor an imme- 
diate union. In the mean lime, I will endeavor to {uepare 
myself to be the comiianion of a philanthropist by practicing 
on thy tlicory, and, by expuiuHiig iny own aUeclions, render 
myaolf worthy to be the wife of one wlio has so large a 
stake in society, and wlio loves so many :md so truly. 

Thine imitator and friend, without change, 

“Anna Kiiikuington. 

“To Sib Jems Guldcncalf, IhiU 


“ P. S. — You may perceive that I am in a state of 
improvement, for I liave Just relii>ed the hand of Lori 
l\FDee, because I found I loved all his neighbors (julte ua 
well as I loved the young peer himself.” 

Ten thousand furies took possession of my soul, in the 
shape of so many demons of jealousy. .Anna expanding her 
atfections ! Anna Uiking any other stake in society than 
that I made sure she would accept through me ! Anna 
teaching herself to love more tlian one, and that one 
myself! The thought was madness. I did not believe 
iu the siucerify of her refusal of Loixi m'Dee. 1 ran 
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for a copy of the Peerage (for since my own elevation 
ill life I regularly bouglit both that work and the Baron- 
etage), and turned to the i)age that contained his name, 
lie was a Scottish viscount who had just been created a 
baron of the united kingdom, and liis age was precisely that 
of my own. Here was a rival to excite distrust! By a 
singular contradiction in sentiments, tlie more I dreaded his 
power to injure me, the more 1 undervalued his means. 
■\Vhile I fancied Anna was merely jilaying with me, and had , 
in secret made uj) her mind to be a jieercss, I liad no doubt 
that the subject of her choice was both ill-favored and awk- 
ward, and had clieckboncs lilje a Tartar. M bile reading 
of the great antiipiity of liis family (which reached obscurity 
in tlie thirteenth century), I set it down as established that 
the first of his unknown predecessors w'as a bare-legged 
thief, and, at the very moment that I imagined Anna was 
smiling on him, and retracting lier coquettish denial, I could 
have sworn that lie spoke with au unintelligible border 
accent, and that he had red hair! 

The torment of such pictures grew to be intolerable, 
and I rushed into the oi>en air for relief. How long or 
whither I wandered I know not; but on the morning of 
the following day I found I was seated in a guingaetle 
near tlie base of Montmartre, eagerly devouring a roll 
and refreshing myself with sour wine. ’When a little 
j-ecovorod from the shock of discovering myself in a 
situaiion so novel (for having no investments in guin- 
gvetles, I liad not taken suiricient interest in these popular 
establishments ever to enter one before), I had leisure to 
look about and survey the company. Some fifty French- 
men of the laboring classes were drinking on every side, 
and talking with a vehemence of gesticulation and a 
clamor that completely annihilated thought. Ibis then, 
thought I, is a scene of popular happiness. These 
creatures are excellent fellows, enjoying themselves on 
liquor that has not paid the city duty ; and perhaps I 
may seize upon some point tliat favors my system among 
spirits so frank and clamorous. Doubtless if any one 
among them is ‘u possession of any important social secret 
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It will not fail to escai.c liiin liere. From meilitatioiis of 
ihis phUosopbical cliaractur I was sudaenly aroused l)y a 
violent blow before me, accoinpanieil with an exclamatiuu 
iu very tolerable linglisb of the word, — 

“King!” 

On the centre of the board which did the ofl'ice of a 
table, and directly buncalh luy eyes, lay a clenehed fist 
of fearful dimensions, that in color and protuberances bore a 
good deal of re>einblanee to a fre^llly nneartlied derusalcin 
artichoke. Its sinews seemed to be cracking with ten>ion. 
and tlie whole knob was so expressive of ialeii>e pugnacity 
that my eyes involuntarily sought its owner's face. 1 liatl 
unconsciously taken luy seat directly opposite a man whose 
stature was nearly double that of the coinj^act, bustling, 
sputtering, and sturdy little fellows who were bawling on 
every side of us, and whose skinny lips, instead of joining 
in the noise, were so lirmly compres>ed as to render the 
crevice of the montli no more strongly niarke<l than a 
wrinkle in the brow of a man of sixty. Ills coinplexioii 
was naturally fair, but exposure bad tanned the .''kin of bis 
face to the color of the crackle of a roasted pig ; those 
parts which a painter would he apt to term tlie “high 
lights” being indicated by touches of red, nearly as brigbl 
as fourth-proof brandy. Mis eyes were small, stern, iiery, 
and very gray; and just at tlie instant they met my admir- 
ing look they resembled two stray coals that by some 
means had got separaleil from tlie body of ailjaccnt beat in 
the face. Me bad a prominent, well-sliaped nose, athwart 
which the skin was stretched like leatlier in the process 
of being rubbed down on the currier’s bench, and his rojiy 
black hair was carefully smootlied over his temples and 
nrows, iu a w’ay to show that be was abroad on a holiday 
excursion. 

■When our eyes met, this singular-looking being gave 
me a nod of friendly recognition, for no better reason that 
I could discover than the fact that I did not appear to be 
a Freuchmim. 

“ Did mortal man ever listen to such fools, captain ? ” 
iie observed, as if certain we must think alike on the 
subject. 
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“ Ileally I did not attend to wliat was said ; there cer- 
tainly is much noise.” 

“ I don’t pretend to understand a word of what they 
are saying, myself ; but it sounds like thorough nonsense.” 

“ My ear is not yet suHicieutly acute to distinguish 
sense from nonsense by mere intonation and sound — but 
it would seem, sir, that you speak English only.” 

“ Therein you are mistaken ; for, being a great traveller, 

I have been compelled to look about me, and as a nat’i^l . 
consequence I speak a little of all languages. I do not 
say that I use the foreign parts of speech always funda- 
mentally, but then I worry through an idee so as to make 
it legible and of use, e.specially in the way of eating and 
drinking. As to French, now, I can say ‘ Don-ncz-me 
some van, and ‘ Don-nez-vous some jjan, as well as the 
best of them; but when there are a dozen throats bawling 
at once, as is the case w'ith these here chaps, wliy one 
might as well go on the top of Ape’s Hill and hold a con- 
versation with the people lie will meet with there, as to 
pretend to hold a rational or a discussioiial discourse. For 
my part, whore there is to he a conversation, I like evci'y 
one to have his turn, keeping up the talk, as it might be, 
watch and watch, hut among these Frenchmen it is pretty 
much as if their idees had been caged, and the door being 
suddenly opened, they lly out in a flock, just for the 
pleasure of saying they are at liberty.” 

I now perceived that my companion w'as a reflecting 
being, his ratiocination being connected by regular links, 
and Uiat he did not boost his philosophy on the leaping- 
stalY of impulse, like most of those who were sputtering, 
and arguing, and wrangling, with untiring lungs, in all 
corners of the guingiielte. I frankly proposed, therefore, 
tliat wc should quit the place and walk into the road, 
where onr discourse would be less disturbed, and con- 
sequently more satisfactory. The proposal was well 
received, and we left tlie brawlers, walking by the outer 
‘loulevards toward my hotel in the Kue de Rivoli, by tha 
ray of the Champs Elysees. 



THE MONIKINS. 


77 


CIIArXER VII. 

TcrCniNG AK AMPIinUOUS ANIM A 1-, A STiXl AL INTKO 
UUCTION, AND ITS CONSICQUUNXLS. 


I SOON took an interest in my new acquaintance. Ilo 
was communicative, shrewd, and peculiar ; and though apt 
to express hiinseU quaintly, it was always with the pith ot 
one who had seen a great deal of at least one portion ol 
his fellow-creatures. Tlie conversation, under such cir- 
cumstances, did not flag ; on the contrary, it soon grew 
more interesting by the stranger’s beginning to toueli on 
his private interests. He told me that he was a mariner 
who had been cast ashore by one of the accidents of his 
calling, and, by way of ])utting in a word in his own favor, 
he gave me to understand that he had seen a great deal, 
more especially of that caste of his fcllow-ciTalnrcs who 
like himself live by frccpienling the mighty deep. 

“I am very happy,” I said, “to have met with a 
stranger who can give me information touching an entire 
class of human beings with whom I have as yet had Imt 
little communion. In order that we may imi)rovo the 
occasion to the utmost, I propose that we introduce our- 
sclv?« to each other at once, and swear an eternal friend- 
ship, or, at least, until we may find it convenient to dis- 
pense with the eddigation.” 

“ For my part, I am one who like the friendship of a 
dog better than his enmity,” returned my com]>anion, with 
a singleness of purpose that left him no disposition to 
waste his breath in idle compliments. “ I accept tlie offer, 
therefore, with all my heart ; and this the more readily 
because you are the only one I have met for a week who 
can ask me how I do without sctyiug, Cewie on, cung 
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^ortez-vous' Being used to meet with squalls, however, 
1 sliall accept your offer under the last condition named.” 

I liked the stranger’s caiition. It denoted a proper 
care of character, and furnished a proof of responsibility. 
The condition was therefore accepted on my part as 
frankly as it had been urged on his. 

“ And now, sir,” I added, wlicn we had shaken each 
other very cordially by the hand, may I presume to ask 
your name ? ” 

“ 1 am called Noah, and T don’t care who knows it. J 
am not ashamed of either of my names, whatever else I 
may be ashamed of.” 

“ Noah ” — 

‘‘ Poke, at your service.” He pronounced the word 
slowly aud very distinctly, as if wdiat he had just said of 
liis self-confidence were true. As I had afterward oc- 
casion to take his signature, I shall at once give it in tho 
proper form — “ Ca[)t. Noah Poke.” 

“ Of what part of Kngland arc you a native, l\Ir. 

Poke?” 

“I believe I may say of the new parts.” 

“ I do not know that any portion of the island was so 
designated. "Will you have the good-nature to explain 
yourself ? ” 

“Pm a native of Stunin’tun, in tho State of Connecticut, 
m old New England. My parents being dead, I was sent 
to sea at four-year-old, and here I am, walking about the 
kingdom of France without a cent in my pocket, a ship- 
wrecked mariner. Hard as my lot is, to s;iy the tuith, 
I'd about as lief starve as live by speaking tlieir d d 
lingo.” 

‘•Shipwrecked — a mariner — starving — ainl a lan- 
kee ! ” 

“All that, and maybe more, too; thougli, by your 
leave, commodore, we’ll drop the last title. ^ 1 m pioiul 
enough to call myself a Yankee, but my back is apt^to get 
up when I hear an Englishman use the word. Be are 
yet friends, and it may be well enough to continue 
until some ‘’’ood comes of it to oue or other of .he 

O 

pailiea.” 
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•'I ask your pardon, ^Ir. Polco, and will not offend 
again. Have you circumnavigated tlic globe ” 

Captain Poke snapiu'd his lingers, in pure contempt of 
the simplicity of the question. 

“ Has the moon ever sailed round the ’arth ! Look 
here, a moment, coiniuodore ; ” he took Iroin liis pocket 
an apple, of wliieh he had been immcliing ha’.f a dozen 
(luring the walk, and held it up to vi(‘\v ; “draw your 
lines which way you will on this sphere : erosswis<* or 
lengthwise, up or down, zig-zag or parja ndic'lar, ami you 
will not lind more traverses than l‘vc worked about the 
old ball ! ” 

“ l>y land as well as by sea ? ” 

“ Why, as to the land, I've had my share of that, too ; 
for it has been iny bard fortune to run upon it, wIhmi a 
softer bed woid<l have given a more (juiet nap. This is 
just the present diiliculty with mo, for I am tujw tacking 
about among tliese I'n iicbmen in order to get alioat again, 
like an alligator lloundering in the mud. I lost my 
schooner on the northeast coast of Uussia — somcwliore 
hereabouts,” .pointing to the precise spot on the apple; 
“we W’crc up tliere tiading in skins — and liiiding no 
means of reaching home by the roa<l I’d come, and smell- 
ing salt water down hereaway, I’vo been shaping my 
course westward for the last eighteen months, steering ,as 
near as might be directly athwart Europe atid Asia; and 
here I am at last within two days’ run of Havre, which is, 
if I can get good Yankee planks henoath me once more, 
within some eighteen or twenty days’ run of home.” 

“ Y’ou allow me, then, to call the planks Yaidcee?” 

“Call ’em what you ]>lease, commodore; though I 
should prefar to call ’em the ‘ Dehhy and Dolly of Stun- 
in’tun, to anything else, for that was the name of the 
craft I lost. ell, ilic best of us are hut frail, and tlio 
longest-winded man is no dolphin to swim witli his hc,ad 
under water ! ” 

“ Pray, i\Ir. Poke, permit me to jtsk where you learned 
to speak the English language with so much purity ? ” 

“ Stuniu’tun — 1 never had a mouthful of schooling but 
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What I got at home. It’s all homespun. I make no 
boast of scholarship ; but as for navigating, cr for finding 
my way about the ’arth, I’ll turn my back on no man, un- 
less it be to leave him behind. Now we have peojfie with 
us that think a great deal of their geometry and astro- 
nomies, but I hold to no such slender threads. My way is, 
when there is occasion to go anywhere, to settle it well in 
my mind as to the place, and then to make as strfjght a 
wake as natur’ will allow, taking little account of charts, 
which are as apt to put you wrong as right ; and when 
they do get you into a scrape it’s a smasher! Depend on 
yourself and human natur’, is my rule; though I admit 
there is some accommodation in a compass, particularly in 
cold weather.” 

“ Cold weather ! I do not well comprehend the dis- 
nction.” 

‘‘■\Vhy, I rather conclude that one’s scent gets to bo 
dullish in a frost ; but tliis may be no more than a con- 
ceit after all, for the two times I’ve been wrecked were in 
summer, and both the accidents baj)pencd by sheer dint of 
hard blowing, and in broad daylight, when nothing human 
short of a change of wind could have saved us.” 

“ And you prefer this peculiar sort of navigation ? ” 

“ To all others, especially in the sealing-business, which 
is my raal occupation. It’s the very best way in the 
woi ld to discover islands ; and everybody knows that we 
Healers arc always on the lookout for su thin of that 

sort.” . T> » I 

“Will you suffer me to inquire, Captain 1 okc, how 

many times you have doubled Cape Horn? 

My navigator threw a quick, jealous glance at me, as it 

b: distrusted the nature of the (picstion. 

‘■Why, that is neither here nor there; perhaps 1 don t 
double cither of the capes, perhaps I do. I get into the 
South Sea with my craft, and it’s of no great moment how 
it’s done. A skin is worth just as much in the market, 
though the furrier may not hapi.cu to have a glossary ol 

the road it has travelled.” 

“ A glossary ? ” 
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^V'hat matters a signification, commodore, when peo- 
ple understand each otiier? This overland journey has 
put me to ray wits, for you will understand that Tve had 
to travel among natives that cannot speak a syllahle of llui 
homespun ; so I brought the schooner’s dictionary with 
me as a sort of terrestrial almanac, and I fancied that, as 
they spoke gibberish to mo, the be.-t way was to give it to 
them back again as near as might be in their own coin, 
hoping I might hit on su’lliin' to their liking, liy this 
means I’ve come to be rather more voluble than for- 
merly.” 

“The idea was happy.” 

“ No doubt it was, as is just evinced. But having given 
you a pretty clear insight into my natur’ and occupation, 
it is time that I ask a few (questions of you. This is a 
business, you must know, at which we do a good deal at 
Stunin’tun, and at which we are commonly thought to be 
handy.” 

“ Put your questions. Captain Poke ; I hope the an- 
swers will be satisfactory.” 

“ Your name ? ” 

“John Goldencalf — by the favor of his Majesty, Sir 
John Goldencalf, Baronet.” 

“ Sir John Goldencalf — by the favor of his Majesty, u 
baronet ! Is baronet a calling ? or wliat sort of a crittur 
or thing is it? ” 

“ It is ray rank in the kingdom to which I belong.” 

“ I begin to understand what you mean. Among your 
nation mankind is what we call stationed, like a sliip’s peo- 
ple that are called to go about; you have a certain berth 
in that kingdom of yours, much as I should have in a scal- 
ing schooner.” 

“ Exactly so ; and I presume you will allow that order, 
and propriety, and safety result from this method among 
mariners?” ^ 

“ No doubt — no doubt; we station anew, hewever, each 
v’yage, according to experience ; I’m not so sure that it 
would do to take even the cook from father to sod, or we 
might have a pretty mess of it.” 

6 
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Here the sealer commenced a series of questions, which 
he put with a vigor and perseverance that I fear left me 
without a single fact of my life unrevealed, except those 
connected with the sacred sentiment that bound me to 
Anna, and which were far too hallowed to escape me even 
under the ordeal of a Stunin’tun inquisitor. In short, 
finding that I was nearly helpless in such hands, I made a 
merit of necessity, and yielded up my secrets as wood in 
a vice discharges its moisture. It was scarcely possible 
that a mind like mine, subjected to the action of such a 
pair of moral screws, should not yield some hints touch- 
ing its besetting propensities. The captain seized this 
clue, and he went at the theory like a bull-dog at the 


muzzle of an ox. 

To oblige him, therefore, I entered at some length into 
an explanation of my system. After the general remarks 
that were necessary to give a stranger an insight into its 
leading principles, I gave him to understand that I had 
long been looking for one like him, for a purpose that 
shall now be explained to the reader. I had entertained 
sonic negotiations with Tainahamaah, and had certain in- 
vestments in the pearl and whale lisheries, it is true ; hut 
on the whole iny relations with all tiiat portion of man- 
kind who inhabit the islands of the Pacific, the northwest 
coast of America, and the northeast coast of the old conti- 
nent, were rather loose, and generally in an unsettled and 
va'rue condition ; and it appeared to me that I had been 
singularly favored in having a man so well adapted to 
theTr regeneration thrown, as it were by Providence, and 
in a manner s© unusual, directly in my way. I now 
frankly proposed, therefore, to fit out an expedition, that 
should be partly of trade and partly of discovery, in order 
to expand my interests in this new direction, and to place 
mv new acquaintance at its head. Ten minutes of car- 
nest explanation on my part s« diced to put my companion 
in possession of the leading features of the plan. \Wieii 
I had ended this direct appeal to his love of enterprise, \ 
was answered by the favorite exclamation of — 

“ Kuig ! ” 
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« I do not wonder, Captain Poke, that your admiration 
breaks out in this manner; fori believe few men fairly 
enter into the beauty of this benevolent system who are 
not struck equally with its grandeur and its eimjdicity. 
May I count on your assistance ? ” 

"This IS a new idee, Sir Goldencalf ” — 

‘‘Sir John Goldeucalf, if you pKase, sir.” 

Anew idee. Sir John Goldciicalf, and it needs cir- 
cuiU'^ection. Circumspection iu a bargain is the ceitairi 
way to steer clear of misunderstandings. You wish a nav- 
igator to take your craft, let her be what she will, into 
unknown seas, and I wish, naturally, to make a straight 
course for vStuniii’tun. You see the bargain is in apogee, 
from the start.” 

" iSfoney is no consideration with me. Captain Poke.” 

“ AVell, this is an idee that has brought many a more 
difiicult contract at once into perigee, Sir John Golden- 
calf. i\Ioney is always a considerable consideration w'ith 
me. and I may say, also, just now it is rather more so than 
usual. But when a gentleman clears the way as hand- 
eoinely as j’ou have now don<\ any bargain maybe counted 
as a good deal more than half made.” 

A few explicit explanations disposed of this part of tho 
subject, and Captain Poke accepted of my terms in the 
spirit of frankness with which they were made. Perhaps 
bis decision was quickened by an offer of twenty Napole- 
ons, which I did not neglect making on the spot. Amica- 
ble and in some respects confiilcntial relations were now 
established between my new acquaintance and myself; and 
we pursued our walk, discussing the details necessary to 
4ie execution of our project. After an hour or two 
passed in this manner. I invited my companion to go to 
my hotel, meaning that be should partake of iny board 
until we could both depart for England, ^Yhere it was my 
intention to purchase without delay a vessel for the con- 
templated voyage, in which I also bad decided to embark 
in person. 

"We were obliged to make our way through the throng 
that usually frequents the lower part of the Champs 
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ifelysees during the season of good weather, and toward 
the close of the day. This task was nearly over when 
my attention was particularly drawn to a group that was 
just entering the place of general resort, apparently with 
the desiffn of addinjx to the scene of thoughtlessness and 

O O O 

amusement. But as I am now approaching the most ma- 
terial part of this extraordinary work, it will be pjopei 
to reserve the opening for a new chapter. 
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CHAPTER Vin. 

tS INTRODUCTION TO FOUR NENV CnAUACTERS, SOMB 
TOUCHES OF PIIILOSOPHV, AND A FEW CAPITAL 
THOUGHTS OX POLITICAL ECONOMY. 

The group wliicb drew my attention was composed of 
six individuals, two of which were animals of the genus 
homo, or what is vulgarly teruicd man ; and the remainder 
were of the order and of the class mammalia ; or 
wliat iu common parlance are called monkeys. 

Tlie first were Savoyards, and may be genei’ally dcsci'ibed 
as being unwashed, ragged, and carnivorous ; in color 
swarthy ; In lineaments and exj)ression avaricious and 
slirewd ; and in appetites voi'acious. The latter were of 
the common species, of tlie usual size, and of aj)proved 
gravity. Tliere were two of each sex ; being very equally 
paired as to years and external advantages. 

The monkeys were all habited with more or less of tlio 
ordinary attire of our modern European civilizatiou ; hut 
peculiar care had been taken with the toilet of the senior 
of tlie two males. This individual Iiad on the coat of a 
hussar, a cut that would have given a j)articular part of his 
body a more military contour than comported with his real 
character were it not for a red petticoat that was made 
sliorter than common ; less, however, with a view to show a 
pretty foot and ankle than to leave the nether limbs at 
liberty to go through with certain extravagant efforts wliich 
the Savoyards were unmercifully exacting from his natural 
agL.ty- He wore a Spanish hat, decorated with a few be- 
draggled feathers, a white cockade, and a wooden sword. 

2n addition to the latter, ho carried in his liand a small 
broom. 
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Observing that my attention was strongly attracted to 
this party, the ill-favored Savoyards immediuiely com- 
menced a series of experiments in saltation, with the sole 
view, beyond a question, to profit by my curiosity. Tlie 
inoffensive victims of this act of brutal tyranny submitted 
wl/ j a patience worthy of the profoundest philosophy, meet- 
ing the wishes of their masters with a readiness and dex- 
terity that was beyoud all praise. One swept the earth, 
another leaped on tlie back of a dog, a third threw himself 
head-over-heels again and again without a munnur, and the 
fourth moved gracefully to and fro, like a young girl in a 
quadrille. All this might have passed without calling for 
particular remark (since, alas ! the spectacle is only too 
common), were it not for certain eloquent appeals that were 
made to me through the eyes by the individual in the hus- 
sar jacket. Ilis look wtis rarely averted from my face for 
a moment, and in this way a silent communion was soon 
established between us. I observed that his gravity was 
indomitable. Nothing could elicit a smile or a change of 
countenance. Obedient to the wliip of his brutal master, 
he never refused the required leap ; for minutes at a time 
Ills legs and petticoat described confused circles in the air, 
appearing to have taken a final leave of the earth ; but, the 
effort ended, he invariably descended to the ground with a 
quiet dignity and composure that showed how little the in- 
ward monkey partook of tlie antics of the outward animal. 
Drawing my companion a little aside, I ventured to suggest 

a few thoughts to him on the subject. 

« Really, Captain Poke, it appears to me tliere is great 
injustice in the treatment of these poor creatures ! ” I said. 
“ What right have these two foul-looking blackguards to 
seize upon beings much more interesting to the eye, and, I 
dare say, far more intellectual than tliemselves, and cause 
them to throw their legs about in this extravagant manner, 
under the penalty of stripes, and without regard to their 
feelings or their convenience ? I say, sir, the measure ap- 
pears to me intolerably oppressive, and it calls for prompl 
redress.” 

“King I” 
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Kincr or subject, it does not alter the moral deformity 
of the a°t. Wiiat have these innocent beings done that 
they should be subjected to this disgrace? Are llry not 
flesh and blood like ourselves — do they not approach 
nearer to our form and, for aught wc know to the contrary, 
to our reason, than any other animal ? and is it tolerablo 
that our nearest imitations, our very cousins, should be thus 
dealt by ? Are they dogs, that they are treate.l like dogs ? ” 
“ Wliy, to my notion, Sir John, there isn’t a dog on ’aidh 
that can take such a summerset. Their flap-jacks are quite 


extiaor nary ! 

“ Yes, sir, and more than extraordinary ; they are op- 
pressive, Place yourself, i\Ir. Poke, for a single instant, in 
the situation of one of these persons ; fancy that you had a 
hussar jacket squeezed upon your brawny sbouhlers, a pet- 
ticoat placed over your lower extremities, a Spanish hat 
with bedraggled feathers set upon your head, a wooden 
sword stuck at your side, ami a broom put into your liand ; 
an<l tliat these two Savoyards were to menace you with 
stripes unless you consented to throw summersets for tlie 
amusement of strangers — I only ask you to make the case 
your own, sir, and then say what course you would take and 
what you w’ouhl do ? ” 

“ 1 would lick both of these young blackguards. Sir John, 
without remorse, break the sword and broom over their 
heads, kick their sensibilities till they couldn’t see, and take 
my course for Stunin’tuu, where I belong.” 

“ Yes, sir, this might do with the Savoyards, who are 
young and feeble ” — 

“ ’T wouldn’t alter the case much if two of these French- 
men were in their places,” put in the captain, glaring wolf- 
ishly about liim. “ To be plain w'ith you, Sir John Golden- 
being human, I’d submit to no such monkey ti icks.” 

“ Do not use the term reproachfully, ^Ir. Poke, 1 entreat 
of you. We c;iU these animals monkeys, it is true ; but we 
do not know what they call themselves. Man is merely an 
animal, and you must very well know ” — 

“ Harkee, Sir John,” Interrupted the captain, “ I’m no 
botanist, and do not pretend to more schooling than a 



88 


TIIE MONTKINS. 


sealer has need of for linding his way about the 'arth ; but 
as for a man’s being an animal, I just wish to ask you, now, 
if in your judgment a hog is also an animal ? ” 

“ Beyond a doubt — and fleas, and toads, and sea-ser* 
pents, and lizards, and water-devils — we are all neither 
more nor less than animals.” 

Well, if a hog is an animal, I am willing to allow the 
relationship ; for in the course of my experience, which U 
not small, I have met with men that you might have mis- 
taken for liogs, in everything but the bristles, tlie snout, and 
the tail. I'll never deny what I’ve seen with my own eyes, 
though I suffer for it ; and therefore I admit that, hogs be- 
ing animals, it is more than likely that some men must bo 
animals too.” 

We call these interesting beings monkeys ; but how do 
we know’ that tliey do not return the compliment, and call 
us, in their own particular dialect, something quite as offen- 
sive ? It would become our species to manifest a more 
equitable and pliilosophical spirit, aud to consider these in- 
teresting strangers as an unfortunate family wliich has fallen 
into the hands of brutes, and winch is in every way entitled 
to our commiseration and our active interference. Hitherto 
I have never sufficiently stimulated ray sympatliies for the 
animal world by any investment in quadrupeds ; but it ia 
my intention to write to-morrow to my English agent to 
purchase a pack of liouuds and a suitable stud of horses ; 
and by way of quickening so laudable a resolution, I shall 
forthwith make propositions to the Savoyards for the speedy 
emancipation of this family of amiable foreigners. The 
slave-trade is an innocent pastime compared to tlie cruel 
oppression that the gentleman in the Spanish hat, in par- 
ticiilan, is con^pelled to endure.” 

“ King ! ’’ 

“ He may be a king, sure enough, in his own country, 
Captain Poke ; a fact that would add tenfold agony to his 
unmerited sufferings.” 

Hereupon I proceeded without more ado to open a nego- 
tiation with the Savoyards. The judicious application of a 
few Napoleons soon brought al.'Out a happy understanding 
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between ilie contracting parties, when tlie Savoyards tran^ 
ferred to ray hands the strings which confined their vassal^ 
as tlie formal and usual acknowledgment of tlie right of 
ownershin. Committing tlie three others to the keepirg 
of Mr. Poke, I led the individual in the hussar jacket a 
little on one side, and raising my hat to sliow that I was 
superior to the vulgar feelings of feudal superiority, I 
addressed him briefly in the following words : — 

“ Allhouiih I have ostensibly bought the right which 
these Savoyards professed to have in your person and ser- 
vices, I seize an early occasion to inform you that virtually 
vou are now free. As we are among a people acenstomed 
lo see your race in subjection, however, it may not be pru- 
dent to proclaim tlic nature of the present transaction, lest 
there might be some furtlier conspiracies against your natu- 
ral rights. We will retire to mv hotel forthwith, therefore, 
where your future hajipincss shall he the subject of our 
more mature and of our united didiberations.” 

The respectable stranger in the hussar jacket heard me 
with inimitable gravity and self-command until, in tlie 
warmth of feeling, I raised an arm in earnest gestieulation, 
when, most probably overcome by the emotions of delight 
that were naturally awakened in his bosom by this sudden 
change in his fortune, he threw three summersets, or flap- 
jacks, as Captain Poke had quaintly designated his evolu- 
tions, iu such rapid succession as to render it for a moment 
a matter of douht whether nature had placed his head or 
his heels uppermost. 

Making a sign for Captain Poke to follow, I now look 
my way directly to the Rue de Rivoli. ^Ve were attended 
by a constantly increasing crowd until the gate of the hotel 
was fairly entered ; and glad was I to see my charge safely 
housed, for there were abundant indications of another de- 
sign upon their rights in the taunts and ridicule of the liv- 
ing mass that rolled ' up as it were upon our heels. On 
reaching my own apartments, a courier who had been wait- 
ing my return, aud who had just arrived express from Eng- 
land, put a packet into my hands, stating that it came from 
my principal English agent. Hasty orders were given to 



00 


THE MONIKINS. 


attend to the comfort and wants of Captain Poke and the 
strangers (orders that were in no danger of being neglected, 
since Sir Jolm Goldencalf, with the reputed annual revenue 
>f three millions of francs, had unlimited credit with all the 
nhabitants of the hotel}, and I hurried into ray cabinet and 
sat down to the eager perusal of the different communica- 
tions 

Alas ! there was not a line fVom Anna ! The obdurate 
girl still trifled with niy misery ; and in revenge I enter- 
tained a momentary resolution of adopting the notions of 
Mahmoud, in order to qualify myself to set up a harem. 

The letters were from a variety of correspondents, em- 
bracing many of those who were entrusted with the care of 
my interests in very opposite quarters of the world. Half 
in hour before I had been dying to open more intimate re- 
lations with the interesting strangers ; but my thoughts in- 
stantly took a new direction, and I soon found that the 
painful sentiments I had entertained touching their welfare 
and happijiess were quite lost in the newly awakened in- 
terests that lay before me. It is in this simple manner, no 
doubt, that the system to whicii I am a convert effecU no 
small part of its own great purposes. No sooner does atjy 
one interest grow painful by e.xcess than a new claim arises 
to divert the thouglits, a new demand is made on the sensi- 
bilities ; and by lowering our affections from the intensity 
of selfishness to the more bland and equable feeling of im- 
partiality, forms that just and generous condition of the 
mind at which the political economists aim when they dilate 
oa tlie glories and advantages of their favorite theory of the 
social stake. 

In this happy frame of mind I fell to reading the letters 
with avidity, and with the godlike determination^ to rev- 
erence Providence and to do justice. Fiat justiUa t'uai 
calum ! 

The first epistle was from the agent of the principal 
West India estate. He acquainted me with the fact that 
all hopes from the expected crop were destroyed by a hur- 
ricane, and he begged that I would furnish the means 
necessary to carry on the affairs of the plantation until 
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ftuotber season might repair the loss. Pri<]ing myself on 
punctuality as a inau of business, before I Inuke another 
seal a letter was written to a banker in Lonclon request- 
ing him to supply the necessary credits, and to notify the 
agents ill the West Indies of the circumstance. As he was 
a member of parliament. I seized the occasion al o to presa 
upon him the necessity of government’s introducing some 
early measure fm* the jirotcction of the sugar-growers, a 
most meritor.cTif, class of his ^e^ow-^uhjccts, and one whose 
exposures and actual losses called loudly lor relief of this 
nature. As I closed the letter I could not help dwelling 
with complacency on the zeal and prom})titudc with wliieh 
I had acted — the certain proof of the usefulness of the 
theory of investments. 

The second coinmunication was from tlic manager of an 
East India property, that very happily came with its oller- 
ing to fill the vacuum left hy the failure of tlie crops just 
mentioned. Sugar was likely to he a diaig in the penin- 
sula, and my correspondent stated that tlie cost of trans- 
portation being so much greater than from the other 
colonies, this advantage would be entirely lost unless gov- 
ernment did something to restore the East Indian to his nat- 
ural cijuality. I inclosed this letter in one to my Lord Say 
and Do, who was in the ministry, asking him in the most 
laconic and pointed terms whether it were possible for the 
empire to prosper when one portion of it was left in pos - 
session of exclusive advantages, to tlie prejudice of all 
the others? As this question was put with a truly llritish 
spirit, I liope it luul some tendency to open the ?yes of his 
Majesty’s ministers ; for much was siiortly after said, both iu 
the journals and in parliament, on the necessity of protect- 
ing our East Indian fellow-subjects, and of doing natural 
justice hy establishing the national prosperity on the only 
firm basis, that of free trade, 

Ihe next letter was from the acting partner of a large 
manufacturing house to which I had advanced quite half 
the capital, iu order to enter into a sympathetic communion 
with the cotton -spinners. The writer complained heavily 
if the import d ity on the raw material, made some poign* 
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aut allusions to the increasing competition on tlie conti- 
nent and in America, and pretty clearly intimated that the 
lord of the manor of Householder ought to make himself 
felt by the administration in a question of so much magni- 
tude to the nation. On this hint I spake. T sat down on 
the spot and wrote a long letter to my fj*iend Lord Pledge, 
in which I pointed out to him the danger that threatened 
our political economy ; that we were imitating the false 
theories of the Americans (the countrymen of Captain 
Poke), that trade was clearly never so prosperous as when 
it was the most successful, that success depended on effort, 
and effort was the most eflicieut when the least encum- 
bered, and in short that as it was self-evident a man would 
jump farther without being in foot-irons, or strike harder 
without being handcuffed, so it w.as equally apparent that 
a merchant would make a better bargain for himself when 
he could have things all his own way, than when his enter- 
prise and industry were shackled by the impertinent and 
selfish interposition of the interests of others. In conclu- 
sion there was an eloquent description of the demoralizing 
consequences of smuggling, and a pungent attack on the 
tendencies of taxation in general. I have written and said 
some good tilings in my time, as several of my dependents 
have sworn to me in a way that even my natural modesty 
cannot repudiate ; but I shall be excused for the weakness 
if I now add that I believe this letter to Lord Pledge con- 
tained some as clever points as anything I remember in 
their way ; the last paragraph in particular being positively 
the neatest and tlie best-turned moral I ever produced. 

Letter fourth was from the steward of the Householder 
estate. Ho spoke of the difficulty of getting the rents ; a 
difficulty that he imputed altogether to the low price of 
ct>ru. He said that it would soon be necessary to relet cer- 
tain farms ; and he feared that the unthinking cry against 
the corn-laws would affect the conditions. It was incum- 
bent on the landed interest to keep an eye on the popular 
leiidencies as respected this subject, for any material varia- 
tion from the present system would lower the rental of all 
tne grain-growing counties in England f per cent, at 



THE MONIKIXS. 


93 


least, at a blow. He concluded with a very hard rap at tho 
agrarians, a party that was just coming a little into notice 
in Great Britain, ami by a very ingenious turn, in wiiich lie 
completely demonstrated that the protection of the landlord 
and the support of the Protestant religion were indissolubly 
connected. There was also a vigorous appeal to the com- 
mon-sense of the subject on the danger to be appreheiide-l 
by the people from themselves; wliicli he treated in a way 
that, a little more expanded, would have made a delightful 
homily on the riglits of man. 

1 believe I meditated on the contents of this letter fully 
an hour. Its writer, John Dobbs, was as worthy and up- 
upright a fellow as ever breathed; and I could uot but ad- 
mire the surprising knowledge of men which shone through 
every line he had indited. Something must be done, it was 
clear; and at length I determined to take the bull by the 
liorns and to address Mr. lluskissou at once, as the shortest 
way of coming at the evil. He was the political sponsor 
tor all the new notions oil the subject of our foreign mer- 
cantile policy ; and by laying before him in a strong point 
of view the fatal conseijueuces of carrying his system to ex- 
tremes, I hoped something might yet he done for the owners 
of real estate, the bones and sinews of the land. 

I shall just add in this place that Mr. Lluskisson sent mo 
a very polite and a very statesman-like reply, in whicli he 
disclaimed any intention of meddling improperly with Brit- 
ish interests in any way ; that taxation was necessary to 
our system, and of course every nation was the best judge 
of its own means and resources ; but that he merely aiuicl 
at the establishment of just and generous principles, by 
which nations that had no occasion for British measures 
should not unhandsomely resort to them ; and that certain 
external truths should staud, like so many weU-coustructe<l 
tubs, each on its own bottom. I must say I was pleased 
with this attention from a man generally reputed as clever 
as Mr. Huskisson, and from that time I became a convert 
to most of his opinions. 

The next communication that I opened was from the 
overseer of the estate in Louisiana, who informed me that 
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tlie geueral aspect of things in that quarter of tlie world 
was favorable, but the small-pox had found its way among 
the negroes, and the business of the plantation would imme- 
diately recjulre the services of fifteen able-bodied men, witli 
the usual sprinkling of women and children. He added 
that the laws of America prohibited the further importation 
of blacks from any country without the limits of the Union, 
but that there was a very pretty and profitable internal 
trade in the article, and that the supply might be obtained 
in sufficient season either from the Caroliuas, Virginia, or 
jMaryland. He admitted, however, that there was some 
choice between the diflerent stocks of these several Suites, 
and that some discretion miglit be necessary in making the 
selection. The ne<rro of the Carolinas was the most used to 
the cotton-field, had less occasion for clothes, and it had 
been proved by experiment could be fattened on red her- 
rings ; wliile, on the other baud, the negro farther north 
hud tlie highest instinct, could sometimes reason, and that he 
hud even been known to preach, when be bad got as high 
up as Philadelphia. He much atfected, also, bacon and 
poultry. Perhaps it might be well to jiurchase samples of 
lots from all the ilillerent stocks in market. 

In reply I assented to tlic latter idea, suggesting the ex- 
pediency of getting one or two of the higher castes from 
the north ; I bad no objection to preaching provided they 
preached work ; but I cautioned the overseer particularly 
against schismatics. Preaching, in the abstract, could do 
no barm ; all depending on doctrine. 

This advice was given as the result of much earnest ob- 
servation. Those European states that had the most obsti- 
naudy resisted the introduction of letters, 1 had recently 
had occasion to remark were clianging their systems, and 
were about to act ou the principle of Ciiusing “ fire to fight 
fire.” They were fast having recourse to school-books, 
using no otlier precaution than the simple expedient of writ- 
ing them themselves. By this ingenious invention poison 
was converted into food, and truths of all classes were at 
puce put above the dangers of disputatious and heresies. 

Having disposed of the Louisianian, I very gladly turned 
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to the opening of tlio sixth seal, 'flie letter was from the 
efticieit trustee of a company to whose funds I had largely 
contributed, by way of making an invesiment^ in charity. 
It had struck me, a short time previously to quitting home, 
that inte.tests positive as most of those I had embarked in 
had a tendency to render the spirit worldly ; and I saw no 
other check to such an evil tlian by seeking for some as.=o- 
ciation with the saints, in order to set up a balance against 
tlie dangerous propensit) . A lucky occasion otfei ed through 
tlie wants of the Philo- ^Vfiican-anti-compulsion-free-lahor 
Society, whose meritorious elfoi ts w'cro about to cease for 
the want of the groat charity-power — gold. A draft for 
live thousand pounds had obtained me the Imnor of being 
advertised as a sbarebolder and a patron ; and, I know not 
^•liy 1 — but it certainly caused me to inquire into tlie re- 
sults with far more interest than I had ever before felt in 
any similar institution. Perhaps this benevolent anxiely 
arose from that principle in our nature which induces us to 
look after whatever has been our ow’ti as long as any part 
of it can be seen. 

The principal trustee of tlie Philo- Afi'ican-anti-compul- 
sion-free-labor Society now wrote to state that some of the 
Bpcculations which had gone pari jyassii with the charity ha<l 
been successful, and that the shareholders were, by the fun- 
damental provisions of the association, entitled to a dividend, 
but — bow often that awkward word stands between the 
cup and the Up ! — hut that be was of opiuion the eslablish- 
Dient of a new factory near a point where tlie slavers most 
resorted, and where gold-dust and palm-oil were also to he 
had in the greatest quantities, and couseqiieiitly at the low- 
est prices, would equally benefit trade and philanthropy ; 
that by a judicious application of our means these tw’o inter- 
ests might be made to see-saw very cleverly, as cause and 
effect, effect and cause ; that the black man would be spared 
an iucalculable amount of misery, the wliite man a grievous 
burden of sin, and the particular agents of so manifest a 
good might quite reasonably calculate on making at the 
very least forty per cent, per annum on their money, beside 
having all their souls saved in the bargain. Of course 1 
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assented to a proposition so reasonable in itself, and which 
offered benefits so plausible! 

The next epistle W35 from the head of a great commer- 
cial house in Spain iu which I had taken some shares, and 
wliose interests had been temporai'ily deranged by the 
throes of the people in their efforts to obtain redress for 
real or imaginary wrongs. !5Iy correspondent showed a 
proper indignation on the occasion, and was not sparing in 
ins language wltenever he was called to speak of popular 
tumults. “ What do the wretches wish ! ” lie asked with 
much point; “our lives as well as our property? Ah! 
my dear sir, tliis bitter fact impresses us all (by us he meant 
the mercantile interests) with the importance of strong ex- 
ecutives. Where should we have been but for the bayonets 
of the king? or what would have become of our altars, our 
firesides, and our persons, had it not pleased God to grant 
us a monarch indomitable in will, brave in spirit, and quick 
iu action ? ” I wrote a proper answer of congratulation 
and turned to the next epistle, which was the last of the 
communications. 

The eighth letter was from the acting head of another 
commercial house in New York, United States of America, 
or the country of Captain Poke, where it would seem the 
president, by a decided e.xercise of liis authority, had drawn 
upon liimself the execrations of a large portion of the com- 
mercial interests of tlie country ; since the effect of the 
measure, right or wrong, as a legitimate consequence or not, 
by hook or by crook, had been to render money scart^. 
There is no man so keen in his philippics, so acute in dis 
covering and so prompt in analyzing facts, so animated in Ills 
jdiilosophy, and so eloquent in his complaints, as your debtor 
when money unexpectedly gets to be scarce. Credit, com- 
fort, bones, sinews, marrow, and all, appear to depend on the 
result; and it is no wonder that, under so lively impres- 
sions, men who have hitherto been content to jog on in the 
regular and quiet habits of barter, should suddenly start up 
into logicians, politicians, aye, or even into magicians. 
Such had been the case witli my present correspondent, who 
seemed to know, and care as little, in general, of the poli:y 
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of his own countiy as if lie had nevet beei. in il, but who 
now was ready to split hairs with a metaphysician, and who 
could not have written more complacently of the constitu- 
tion if he had even read iu My limits will not allow an 
insertion of the whole letter, but one or two of its sentences 
shall be given. “ Is it tolerable, iny dear sir,*’ be went on 
to say, “ tliat tlie executive of any country, I will not say 
merely of our own, should possess, or exercise, even admit- 
ting that he docs possess them, such uiiheard-of powers ? 
Our condition is worse than tliat of the Mussulmans, wlio 
in losing their money usually lose their heads, and are left 
in a happy insensibility to their sufferings; but, alas! there 
is an end of the mucli boasted liberty of America ! The 
executive lias swallowed up all the other branches of the 
covernment, and the next thing will be to swallow up us. 
Our altars, our firesides, and our persons will shortly bo 
invaded; and I mucli fear that ray next letter will lie re- 
ceived by you long after all correspondence shall be pro- 
hibited, every means of communication cut off, and we our- 
selves sliall lie precluded from writing, by being chained 
like beasts of burden to the car of a bloody tyrant.” Tiien 
followed as pretty a string of epithets as I remember to 
have heard from the mouth of the veriest shrew at Billiiif^s- 
gate. 

I could not but admire the virtue of the “ social-stake 


system,” which kept men so sensibly alive to all their riglits, 
(ct them live where tliey would, or under wliat form of gmv 
einment, which was so admirably suited to sustain ti’utli 
and render us just. In reply I sent back epithet fur epi- 
thet, echoed all the groans of my correspondent, and rail 
as Wamc a man who was connected willi a losing concern 
Tins closed my correspondence for the present, and 
arose weaned with my labors, and yet greatly rejoicimr 5,, 
lOir fi’mts. It was now late, but excitement prevented 
sleep; and before retiring for the night I could not help 
looking m upon my guests. Captain Poke liad gone to a 
room m .another part of the hotel, but the family of araiablo 
ftrangers were fast asleep in tlio antechamber. They ha.l 
Bupped iicartily as I was assuiu\i, and were now indul^lno 

f O O 
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in a happy but temporary oblivion — to use an improved 
expression — of all their wrongs. Satisfied with this state 
of things, I now sought iny own pillow, or, according to a 
fhvorite phrase of Mr. Noah Poke, I also “ turued iiio” 
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CHAPTER IX. 


rHE COMMEN’CEMEXT OF WONDERS, WllICH ARE THE RfOUa 
EXTRAORDINARY ON ACCOUNT OF TUKIR TRUTH. 

I DARE say rny lieail had been on tlie pillow fully an 
fiour before sleep closed luy eyes. During this time I had 
abundant occasion to understand the activ’ity of what are 
called “ the busy thoughts,” Sline were feverisli, glowing, 
and restless. Ihey wandered over a wide fiedd ; one that in* 
eluded Anna, with her beauty, her mild truth, her womanly 
softness, and her womanly cruelty ; Captain Poke and his 
peculiar opinions; the amiable family of quadrupeds and 
their wounded sensibilities ; tlie excellences of the social- 
stake system ; and, in short, most of that which I had seen 
and heartl dm-iiig the last four-and-tweiity hours. When 
sleep did tardily arrive, it overtook me at the very moment 
that I had inwardly vowed to forget my heartless mistress, 
and to devote the remainder of my life to the promulgation 

of tlie doctrine of the expansive-super-human-generalized* 

afl^ec lou-principle, to the utter exclusion of all narrow and 
Bcinsh vews and in wl.iol, I .esolved to associate myself 
with Mr. 1 oke, as with one wlio had seen a great deal of 
thi» earth and Its inhabitants, without iiarrowiiig down hia 

U. Stunin tun and himself very properly e.vcepted. 

It was broad daylight when I awoke on the followine 
Morning. My spirits were calmed by rest, and my nerves 
had been soothed by the balmy freshness of the^ atmos- 

mitted the entered ami ad- 

mitted the morning air, and then had withdrawn as usual 

to await the signal of the bell before he presumed to reap: 

pear. I lay many minutes in deileious repose, enjoyin-r 
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periodical retnm of life and reason, bringing with it tha 
pleasures of tlioiight s.nd its ten thousand agreeable associa- 
tions. The delightful reverie into wliich I was insensibly 
dropping was, however, ere long arrested by low, murmur- 
ing, aud, as I thought, plaintive voices, at no great distaiice 
from my own bed. Seating myself erect, I listened in- 
tently and with a good deal of surprise ; for it was not 
easy to imagine whence sounds, so unusual for that placo 
and hour, could proceed. The discourse, was earnest and 
even animated ; but it was Ciirricd on in so low a tone that 
it would have been utterly inaudible but for the deep quiet 
of the hotel. Occasionally a word reached my ear, and I 
was completely at fault in end('avoring to ascertain even 
the language. That it was in neither of the five great 
European tongues I was certain, for all these I either spoke 
or read ; and there were particular sounds and inflections 
that induced me to tlunk tliat it savored of the most an- 
cient of the two classics. It is true that the prosody of 
these dialects, at the same time that it is a shibboleth of 
learning, is a disputed point, the very sounds of the vowels 
even being a matter of national convention; the Latin 
word rfifx,'"for instance, becoming duch in England, t/oois 

in Italy, and dukes in France : yet there is a je 7ie snis 
quou a delicacy in the auricular taste of a true scholar, 
that will rarely lead him astray when his ears are greeted 
with words tliut have been used by Demosthenes or Cicero. 
In the present instance I distinctly heanl the word my-6om- 
y-nos-fos-kom-Uon, wliicii 1 made sure was a verb m the 
iual number and second person, of a Greek root, but of a 
sli.milication that 1 could not on the instant muster, but 
ul.icb beyond a question every scholar will recognize as 

having a ‘strong analogy to a well-known line 

If ] was puzzled with the syllables that accidenUilly 

leached me, I was no less perplexed ;'‘tonatioiis 

of tlio voices of the different speakers, hile it was easy 

to u.uhMstand they wore of the two sexes they had no 

direct affinity to tlie mumbling sibilations of the English, 

1 Or Cliicbero, or Kiclicro, wUiclieier may to suit the p.ejodicea ot 

t!:t rta’ler. 
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tha vehement monotony of tl>e Frencli. the gagi^lng son<> 
rousuess of the Sjtaniaixls, the noisy melody of the Italimis, 
the ear-splitting ocUives of the Germans, or the undulating, 
head-over-heels enunciation of (lie countryniLMi of my par- 
ticular ac-quaintance, Captain Isoah Poke. Of all the living 
languages of wliich I had any knowledge, tlie reseinhlain-e 
was nearer to the Danish and Sweilish than to any other ; 
but I much doubted at the lime I liist lieard ilie syllabb-s 
and still question, if there is exactly sucli a \voi<l as n.//- 
hom-y-nos-fos-kotn-i-ton to be found iu even eitlier of tbo-e 
tongues. I could no longer support the suspense. The 
classical and leartied doubts that beset me grew intensely 
painful ; and arising with the greatest caution, in order not 
to alarm the speakers, I prepared to put an end to them 
all by the simple and natural process of actual observa- 
tion. 

The voices came from the antechamber, the door of 
which was slightly open. Throwing on a dres>ing-gotvn, 
and thrusting my feet into slippers. I moved on li|)toc to the 
apertuie, and jilaced tny eye in such a situatii)n as enabled 
me to command a view of the persons of those who were 
earnestly talking in the adjoining room. All surprise van- 
ished the moment I found that the four motikeys were 
grou[)ed in a corner of tlie apartment, where they wero 
carrying on a very animated dialogue, the two oMest of the 
party (a male and a female) being tlie principal speakers. 
It was not to lie expected lliat even a graduate of Oxfin-d, 
althougli belonging to a sect so juoverbial for cluscioal loro 
that many of them knew nothing else, could at the first hear- 
ing decide upon the analogies and cliaracier of a tongue 
that is so little cultivated even iu that ancient seat of learn- 
ing. Althougli I had now certainly a direct clew to the 
root of the dialect of the speakers, I found it quite impos- 
sible to get any useful acquaintance witli the general drift 
of what was passing among them. As they were my guests, 
however, and might possibly be iu want of some of the 
conveniences that were necessary to their habits, or 
even l>e suffering under still graver embarrassments, I con- 
cer ed it to be a duty to waive the ordinary usages of soci- 
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ety, and at once offer whatever it was In my power to bo* 
stow, at tlie risk of interrupting concerns that they might 
possibly wish to consider private. Using the precaution, 
therefore, to make a little noise, as the best means of an- 
nouncing my approach, the door was gently opened, and I 
presented myself to view. At first I was a little at a loss 
in what manner to address tlie strangers ; but believing that 
a people who spoke a language so dilHcult of utterance and 
60 rich as that I had just heard, like those who use dialects 
derived from the Slavonian root, were most probably the 
masters of all others; and remembering, moreover, that 
French was a medium of thought among all [)olitc people, 
I determined to have recourse to that tongue. 

“ ]\Iessieurs et mesdames,” I said, inclining my body in 
salutation, ‘‘ mille pardons pour cette intrusion peu conve- 
naljle — but as I am writing in English it may be well to 
translate the speeclies as I proceed ; although I abandon 
with regi'et tlie ailvantage of going througli tliem literally, 
and ill tlie a[)propriate dialect in which they were originally 
spoken. 

“ Gentlemen and ladies,” I said, inclining my body in 
salutation, “ I ask a tliousand pardons for this inopportune 
intrusion on your retirement; but overhearing a few of 
what I much fear are but too well-grounded complaints, touch- 
ing the false position in which j’ou are placed, as tiio occu- 
pant of this apartment, and in that liglit your host, I have 
ventured to approach, with no other desire thau the wish 
that you would make me the repository of all your griefs, 
in order, if possible, that they may be repaired as soon as 

circumstances shall in any manner allow.” 

The strangers were very naturally a little startletl at iny 
unexpected :i|ipearance. and at the substance of what I had 
just said. 1 observed that the two ladies were apparently 
in some slight degree even distressed, the younger turning 
her head on one side in maiden modesty, while the elder, a 
duenna sort of looking person, dropped her eyes to the 
floor, but succeeded in better maiutaiuiiig her self-possession 
a.ui gravity. The elder of the two gentlemen approaehed 
me with digiiincd composure, after a moment of hesitation, 
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aiul retiming my salute by waving bis tail ftith singular 
grace and decorum, he answered as follows. I may as well 
state in tliis place that he spoke the Frcncli about as well 
as an Englishman who lias lived long enough on the Conti- 
nent to fancy he cam travel in the provinces without being 
detected for a foreigner, yiit re»'r. his accent was slightly 
Russian, and his enunciation whittling and hanuoiiions. 
The females, especially in some of the lower keys of their 
voices, made sounds not unlike the sigliing tones of the 
Eoliaii harp. It was really a pleasure to hear tliem ; but 
1 have often had occasion to remark that, in every count ly 
but one, wliich I do not care to name, the language when 
uttered by the softer sex takes uew charms, and is rendered 
more deliirhtftil to the ear. 


“Sir,” said the stranger, when be bad done waving bis 
tail, “ I should do great injustice to my feelings, and to the 
monikiii character in general, were I to ncgleet expressing 
some small portion of tlie gratitinle I feel on the present 
occasion. Destitute, houseless, insulted wanderers and cap- 
tives, fortune has at length &he<l a ray of liappiness on our 
aiiserable condition, and hope begins to shine througli the 
cloud of our distress, like a passing gleam of the sun. 
From ray very tail, sir, in my own name and in that of this 
excellent and most prudent matron, and iu those of these 
two noble and youthful lovers, I thank you. Yes ! honor- 
able and humane being of the genus /wmo, species AngUcus^ 
we all return our most tail-felt acknowledgments of your 
goodness I ” 


Here the whole party gracefully bent the ornaments in 
question over their Iniiids, touching their recciling foreheads 
with the several tips, and bowed. I would have given ten 
^Inusand pounds at that moment to have had a good invest- 
ment in tails, in order to emulate their form of courtesy ; 
but naked, shorn, and destitute as 1 was, with a feeling of 
luimility I was obliged to put my bead a little on one 
shoulder and give the ordinary English bob, iu return for 
their more elaborate politeness, 

“ If I were merely to say, sir,” I continued, wlien the 
Dpeiiiiig salutations were thus properly exchanged, “ that I 
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am charmed at this accidental interview, the woixl would 
prove very insufficient to express my delight. Consider 
this hotel as your own; its domestics as your domestics; 
its stores of condiments as your stores of condiments; and 
its nominal tenant as your most humble servant and friend. 
I have been greatly shocked at the indignities to which you 
have hitherto been exposed, and now j)romise you liberty, 
kindness, and all those attentions to which it is very ap 
parent you are fully entitled by your birth, breeding, and 
the delicacy of your sentiments. I congratulate myself a 
thousand times for having been so fortunate as to make 
your acquaintance. ]\Iy greatest desire has always been to 
stimulate the sympathies; but until to-day various accidents 
have confined the cultivation of this heaven-born property 
in a great measure to my own species ; I now look forward, 
however, to a delicious career of new-born interests in the 
whole of the animal creation, I need scarcely say in that 
of quadrupeds of yonr family in ()articular.” 

“ Whether we belong to the class of quadrupeds or not, 
is a question that has a good deal embarrassed our own 
savants" returned the stranger. “ There is an ambiguity 
in our physical action tliat renders Uie point a little ques- 
tionable ; and therefore, I think, the higher castes of our 
natural philosophers rather prefer classing the entire 
raonikin species, with all its varieties, as caudie-jactans, or 
tail-wavers ; adopting the term fj'otn tlie nobler part of the 
animal formation. Is not this the better opinion at home, 
ray Lord Chatteriuo?” ho asked, turning to the youth, who 
stood respectfully at his side. 

“ Such, 1 believe, my dear doctor, was the last classifica- 
tion sanctioned by the academy,” the young noble replied, 
with a readiness that proved him to be both well-informed 
and intelligent, and at the same time with a reserve of 
manner that did equal cre<lit to his modesty and breeding. 
“ The question of whether we are or are not bijieds has 
greatly agitated the schools for more than three centuries. 

“ The use of this gentleman’s name,” I hastily rejoined, 

“ mj’ dear sir, reminds me that we are but half acquainted 
ttiih each other. I’eiuiit me to waive ceremony, and W 
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Eiinoiince myself at once as Sir Oolin GoMenculf. l>ur<niet. 
of HousehoMer Ilali, iu the kingdom of Great Biilain, 
a po 4 )r admirer of excellence wiierever it is to be found, or 
under whatever form, and a devotee of the system ot the 
‘ social-stake.’ ” 

“ I am happy to be admitted to the honor of this formal 
iutrotluction, Sir John. In return 1 heg yon will sutler (no 
to say that this young nohleman is, in our own dialect, No. 
G, purple ; or, to translate the appellation, my Lord Chat 
terino. This young lady is No. 4, violet, or, my La<iy 
Chatterissa. This excellent and prudent matron is No. 
4.020,243, russet, or. Mistress Vigilance Lynx, to translate 
her appellation also into tlie Engli.'h tongue ; and tliat 1 am 
No. 22,817, brown-slndy color, or. Dr. Ueasono, to give you 
u literal siguiticatiou of my name — a poor dUciple of the 
pliilosoj)hers of our race, au LL. 1)., and a F. U. D. G. E., 
the travelling tutor of this heir of one of the most illustri- 
ous and the most ancient liouses of the island of Leaphigh. 
in the monikin section of moi tality.” 

“ Every syllable, learned Dr. Ueasono, that falls from 
your revered lips only whets curiosity and adds fuel to the 
flame of desire, templing me to inquire further iuto your 
private history, your future intentions, the polity of your 
species, and all those interesting topics that will readily 
sujiixest themselves to one of y.our quick apprehension and 
exteiia.'>e aainiremeuts. I dread being thought indiscreet ; 
2 :id yet, putting yourself iu my position, I trust you will 
overlook a wish so natural ami so ardent.” 

“ Apology is unnecessary. Sir Joliii, and nothing would 
aftbrd me greater satisfaction than to answer any and every 
inquiry you may be disposed to make.” 

Ihen, sir, to cut short all useless circumlocution, sutler 
me to ask at once an explanation of tlio system of enumer- 
ation by which you indicate iiulividuals? You are called 
No. 22,817, browu-study color ” — 

Oi, Dr. Reasono. As you are an Englishman, you will 
perhaps understand me better if I refer to a recent pmctice 
of the new London ijolice. You may have observed tliat 
the men we^- leuers in red or white, and numbers on the 
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of their coats. By the letters the passenger can refer 
to the company of the officer, while the number iudicatefl 
the individual. Now, the idea of this improvement came, 1 
make no doubt, from our system, under which society is 
divided into castes, for tlie sake of harmony and subordina- 
tion, and these castes are designated by colors and shades 
of colors that are significant of their stations and pursuits 
— the individual, as in the new police, being known by the 
number. Our own language being exceedingly sententious, 
is capable of expressing the most elaborate of these com- 
binations in a very few sounds. I should add that there is 
no difierence in the manner of distinguishing the sexes, witij 
the exception that eacli is numbered apart, and each has a 
counterpart color to that of the same caste in the other sex. 
Thus purple and violet are both noble, the former being 
masculine and the latter feminine, and russet being the 
counterpart of brown-study color.” 

“ — excuse my natural ardor to know more — and 

do you bear lliesc numbers and colors marked on your 

attire in your own region?” 

“ As for attire. Sir John, the monikins arc too highly 
improved, mentally and physically, to need any. It is 
known that in all cases extremes meet. The savage is 
nearer to nature than the merely civilized being, and tlie 
creature tliat has passed the mystifications of a middle sUite 
of improvement finds himself again approaching nearer to 
the habits, the wishes, and tlie opinions of our common 
mother. As the real gentleman is more simple in manners 
than tlie distixut imitator of his deportment; as fashions and 
habits are always more exaggerated in provincial towns 
tlian in polished capitals; or as the profound philosoplier 
has less pretensions than the tyro, so does our coratnon 
genus, as it draws nearer to the consummation of its destiny 
and its highest attainments, learn to reject the most valued 
usages of tlie middle condition, and to return with ardor 
toward nature as to a first love. It is on tlfis prnicii>le, su* 

that tlie monikin family never wear clothes.” 

•• 1 could not but perceive that the ladies have manifested 
fome embarrassmeut ever since I entered — is it possible 
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that their delicacy has taken the alarm at the state of my 
toilet ? ” 


“ At the toilet itself, Sir John, rather than at its state, 
if I must speak i»lainly. Tin? female mind, trained as it id 
with us from infancy upward in the habits un<l usages of 
Nature, is shocked hy any di-parturc fi’om her rules. You 
will know how to make allowances for the squeaniislimiss 
of the sex, for I believe it is much alike in this parlicidar 
let it come from what jjiiarter of the earth it may.” 

‘•lean only ex(•u^e the seeming want of politeness by 
my ignorance, Dr. Ueasono. liefore I ask anotber ques- 
lion, the oversiglit shall be re[iaire<l. 1 imi.st. retire into my 
own chamber for an instant, gentlemen and ladies, and I 
beg you will find such sources of amusement as first olfi-r 
until I cuu return. There are nuts, I believe, in this 
closet; sugar is usually kept on tliat table, and perhaps the 
ladies might find some relaxation by exercising tbetnselves 

on the chairs* In a single moment I bhull be wi'b you 
again.” 


Hereupon I withdrew into my bedchamber, and began 
to lay aside the dressing-gown, as well ns my sliii t. Uo- 
membering, however, that I was hut too liable to colds in 
the head, I returned to ask Dr. Ueasono to step in where 1 
was for an instant. On mentioning tlie dilliculty, this ex- 
cellent person assumed the oilice of preparing his female 
friends to overlook the slight innovation of myltill wearincr 
tlie night-cap and slippers. ° 

“ The ladies would think nothing of it,” the philosopher 
good-humoredly remarked, hy way of lessoning my rerrrets 
at having wounded their sensibilities, “ were you even to 
f-ppeariua military cloak and Hessian boots, provided it 
not thought tlmi you were of their uciiuaintaiice anl in 
their immediate society. I tldnk you must have often re- 
maiked among the sex of your own species, who are fre- 
quently quite mdiirerent to imdities (their prejudices nm- 
nmg counter to ours) tliat appear in the streets, but which 

ihibited m the person of an acquaintance; these con- 
eutional asides being tolerated everywhere hy a judicious 
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concession of punctilios that miglit otherwise become inanp* 
portable.” 

“The distinction is too reasonable to require another 
word of explanation, dear sir. Now let ns rejoin the ladies, 
since I am at leiifrtli in some detjree fit to bo seen.” 

I was rewarded for this bit of delicate attention by an 
approving smile from the lovely Chatterissa, and good Mis* 
iress L3’nx no longer kept lier e^’es riveted on the floor, 
but bent them on me with looks of admiration and gratitude. 

“Now that this little contre-lemps is no longer an ob- 
stacle,” I resumed, “ permit me to continue tliose inquiries 


which you have hitherto answered with so much amenity 
and so satisfactorily. As you have no clothes, in wliat 
manner is the parallel between N’our usage aud that of the 
new London police practically completed ? ” 

“AUhougli we liave no clotlies, Nature, whose law^ are 
never violated witli impunit}’, but who is as beneficent as 
slie is absolute, has furnished us witli a downy covering to 
supply their places wlierever clothes are needed for com- 
forU We have coats that defy fashions, require no tailors, 
and never lose their najis. But it would be inconvenient 
to be totally clad in tiiis manner; and, therefore, the palms 
of tile hands are, as 3-011 see, ungloved ; the portions of the 
frame on which we seat ourselves are left uncovered, most 
probabl3* lest some inconvenience should arise from taking 
accidental and unfavorable positions. This is the part of 
tlie monikin frame the best a.lapted for receiving paint, and 
the numbers of which I have spoken are periodically re- 
newed there, at public olfices appointed for that purpose. 
Our cliaracters are so miiuito as to escape the human eye ; 
but by using that opera-glass, I make no doubt that you 
may still see some of my own enregistration, although, alas 
unusual friction, great misery, and, I may say, unmerited 
wrongs, have nearly im-moiukiued me in this, as well as in 

various other particulars. 

As Dr. Reasono had the complaisance to turn round, 
and to use his tail like the index of a blackboard by a. d 
of the glass I very distinctly traced the figures to which he 
alKidod. Instead of being in paint, however, as Je had 
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given me reason to anticipate, they seemed to he jraiide:), 
or burnt in, indelibly, as we commonly mark horsee tbievoB, 
and negroes. On mentioning the fact to the philosopher 
it was explained with his usual facility and politeness. 

“ You are quite right, sir,” he said ; “ the omission of 
paint, was to prevent tautology, au offense against the slm- 
plicity of the monlkin dialect, as well as against monikin 
taste, that would have been snlficient, under our opinions, 
even to overturn the government.” 

“ Tautology ! ” 

“Tautology, Sir John; on exarainining the background 
of the picture, you will perceive that it is already of a <ln>ky, 
sombre hn<' : now, this being of a meditative and grave 
character, has been denominated by our academy the 
‘brown-study color;’ and it would clearly have boon su- 
pererogatory to lay the same tint upon it. No, sir ; w’o 
avoid repetitions, even in our prayers, deeming them to bo 
so many proofs of an illogical and of an anti-consecutive 
mind.” 

“The system Is admirable, and I see new beauties at each 
moment. You enjoy the advantagi*, for Instance, under this 
mode of enumeration, of knowing your aeqnaintanoes from 
behind, quite as w'ell as if you met them face to face ! ” 

“ The suggestion is ingenious, showing .an active and an 
observant mind ; but it does not ([uite reach the motive of 
the politico-mimeric.al-idcntity system of which we are speak- 
ing. The objects of this arrangement are altogctlier of a 
higher and more-useful nature ; nor do we usually recognize 
our friends by their countenances, wliich at the best are no 
more than so many false signals, hut by their tails.” 

“ This is admirable ! What a facility you possess for 
recognizing an acquaintance who may happen to he up a 
tree! But may I presume to inquire, Dr. Reasono, what 
are the most approved of the advantages of the poUtico- 
numerical-ideutity system ? For impaticuce is devourin'^ mv 
vitals.” * 

“They arc connected with the interests of government. 
You know, sir, that society is established for the purposes 
of governments, and governments, themselves, mainly to 
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liicilitate contributions and taxations. Now, by tbs nomer- 
ical system, we bare every opportunity of including the 
whole raonikin race in the collections, as they are periodic- 
ally checked off by their numbers. The idea was a liappy 
thought of an eminent statistician of ours, who gained great 
credit at court by the invention, and, in fact, who was ad- 
mitted to the Academy in consequence of its ingenuity.” 

“ Still it must be admitted, my dear doctor,” put in Lord 
Cliattcrino, always with the ino<lesty, and perhaps I might 
add, with the generosity of youth, “ that there are somo 
among us who deny that society W’as made for governments, 
and who maintain that governments w’cre made for society ; 
or, in other words, for monikins.” 

“ ]\Iere tlieorists, my good lord ; and their opinions, even 
if true, are never practiced oji. Practice is everything in 
political matters; and theories arc of no use, except as they 
confirm practice.” 

“ Both theory and practice are perfect,” I cried, “ and I 
make no doubt that the classification into colors, or castes, 
enables the aiitliorities to commence the imposts with the 
richest, or the ‘ purples.’ ” 

“ Sir, monikiii prudence never lays the foundation-stone 
at the summit; it seeks the base of the edifice; and as con- 
tributions are the walls of society, wc commence with the 
bottom. ’When you shall know us belter. Sir John Golden- 
calf, you will begin to comprehend tlic beauty and benevo- 
lence of the entire monikin economy.” 

I now adverted to the fi-c(iuent use of this word “ moni- 
kin;” and, admitting my ignorance, desired an explanation 
of the term, as well as a more general insight into the origin, 
history, lioiies, and polity of the interesting strangers ; if 
they can be so called wlio were already so well known to 
me. Dr. Reasono admitted that the request was natuial 
and was entitled to respect; but be delicately suggested the 
necessity of sustaining the animal function by nutriment, in 
tiraating that the ladies liad supped but in an indifferent way 
the evening before, and acknowledging that, philosopher as 
be was, he should go througli tlie desired explanations atter 
mproving the slight acquaintance he had already mace wit 
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certain condiments in one of the armoirea, witl> far more 
zeal and point, than could pos-^ihly be «lons in tlie present 
state of his appetite. The sn^^gostion was so very plausible 
that tliere was no resisting it; and, suppressitig my oiiriosity 
as well as I could, the bell was rung. I retired to my bed- 
chamber to resume so much of mv attire as was nocossarv 
10 tlie semi-civilization of man, and tlien the neees'ary 
orders were givcMi to the <lomestic-s, who, by the way, were 
suffered to remain under tlie influence of those ordinary 
and vulgar jirejudices that are pretty generally enterttiincii 
by the human, against the mouikin family. 

Previously to .separating from my new friend. Di\ Rim- 
sono, liowever, I took him aside, and stated that I had an 
acquaintance in the hotel, a person of singular philosophv, 
after the human fashion, and a great traveller; ami that I 
desired permission to let him into the secret of our intemled 
lecture on the mouikin economy, and to bring him with me 
as an auditor. To this request, No. 22, SI 7, brown-study 
color, or Dr. Reasono, gave a very cordial assent; hinting 
delicately, at the same time, his expectation tliat lliis new 
auditor, who, of course, was no otlior than Captain Noah 
Poke, would not deem it disparaging to his manhood, to 
consult the sensibilities of the ladies, by appearing in tlie 
garments of that only decent and respectable tailor, and 
draper, Nature. To tins suggestion, I gave a ready ap- 
proval ; when each went his way, after the usual salutations 
of bowing and tail-waving, with a mutual promise of beiug 
punctual to the appoiutmeuL 
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CHAPTER X. 

t GRKAT DEAL OP NEGOTIATION, IN WHICH HUMAS 
SHREWDNESS IS COMPLETELY SHAMED, AND HUMAN 
INGENUITY IS SHOWN TO liE OP A VERY SECONDAKf 
QUALITY. 

Mr. Poke listened to my account of all that had passed, 
with a Tery sedate gravity. lie informed me that he had 
witnessed so much ingenuity among the seals, and had 
known so many brutes that seemed to have the sagacity of 
men, and so many men who appeared to have the stupidity 
of brutes, that he had no ditficiilty whatever in believing 
every word I told him. He expressed his satisfaction, too, 
at the prospect of hearing a lecture on natural philosophy 
and political economy from the lips of a monkey; although 
he took occasion to intimate that no desire to learn anything 
lay at the bottom of 1ns compliance ; for, in bis country, 
these matters w'ere pretty generally studied in the district 
schools, the very children who ran about the streets of 
“ Stunin’tun ” usually knowing more than most of the old 
people in foreign parts. « Still a monkey might have some 
uew ideas ; and for his part, he was willing to hear what 
every one had to say ; for, if a man dldn t put in a word 
for himself, in this world, he might be certain no one else 
would take the pains to speak for him.” But when I came 
to mention the details of the programme of the forthcoming 
interview, and staterl that it was expected the audience would 
w'ear their own skins, out of respect to the ladies, I greatly 
feared that my friend would have so far excited himself as 
to go into fits. The rough old sealer swore some terrible 
oaths, protesting “ that he would not make a monkey of him- 
self, by appearing iu this garb, for all tlie mouikin philoso* 
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pliers, or liigh-born fonialee, that could be stowed in a sliip’s 
hold; that he was very liable to take cold; that he once 
knesv a man who undertook to |ilay beast in this manner, 
and the first thing the poor devil knew, lie had creat claws 
and a tail sprouting out of him ; a circumstance tltat he had 
always attributed to a just juilgment for striving to make, 
himself more than Provi<lcnce had intended liitnfor; that, 
provided a man’s ears were naked, he could hear just as well 
as if his whole body was naked ; tliat he did not complain 
of the monkeys going in their skins, and that they ought, in 
reason, not to me<ldle with his clothes ; that he shonh! be 
scratching himself the whole time, and thinking what a mis- 
erable figure be cut ; that he would have no place to kecf. 
his tobacco ; that he was apt to be deaf when he was cold ; 
that ho would be d d if be did any such thing : that hu- 
Dian natur’ and monkey natur’ were not the s:ime. and it 


Vr’as not to be expected that men and monkeys should follow 
exactly the same fashions; that the meeting would liave the 
appearance of a boxing match, instead of a philosopliical 
lecture; that he never heard of such a tiling at Stnnin'tun; 
that he should feel sneaking at seeing his own sliins in the 
presence of ladies; that a ship always made hclter weather 
mider some canvas than under baie poles ; that he might 
possibly be brought to his shirt and pantaloons, but as for 
giving up these, he would as soon think of cutting the sheet- 
anchor off his bows, with the vessel driving on a lee-shore ; 
that flesh and blood were flesh and blood, and they liked 
their comfort; that he should think the whole time he was 
about to go in a-sn iiumiug, and should he lookiii*: about for 
a good place to dive;” together uith a great many more 
rimilar objections, that have escaped me in the multitude of 
tlmigs of greater interest wliich have since occupied my 
time. I have frequently liad occasion to observe, that, when 
a man has one good, solid reason for his decision, it is no 
easy mauer to shake it; but, that he who has a gieat many, 
usually finds them of far less account in tlie strmr.Tle of 
opinions. Such proved to be the fact with Captain Poke 
on tlie present occasion. I succeeded in strippincr him of 
. garmentB, one by one, until I got him reduced to the 

O 
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shirt, where, like a stout ship that is easily brought to her 
bearings by tlie breeze, he “stuck and hung” in a manner 
to manifest it would recpiire a lieavy strain to bring him 
down any lower. A lucky thought relievetl us all from tlie 
dilemma. Tliere were a couple of good large bison-skins 
among my elfects, and on suggesting to Ur. Reasono the 
expediency of encasing Captain Poke in the folds of one of 
them, the philosopher cheerfully assented, observing that any 
object of a ualaral and simple formation was agreeable to 
tlie monikin senses ; tlieir objections were merely to the de- 
formities of art, whicli they deemed to be so many offensea 
a'niinst Providence. On this explanation, I ventured to hint 
that, being still in tlie infancy of the iii*w civilization, it 
would bc^very agreeable to my ancient habits, could I be 
permitted to use one of the skins, also, wliilc Mr. Poke oc- 
■ upied the other. Not the slightest objection was raised 
to the proposal, and measures were imme<liatcly taken to 
prepare us to ap|)ear iu good company. Soon afmr I re- 
ceived from Dr. Reasono a protocol of the conditions that 
were to regulate the approaching interview. This doemnent 
was written in Latin, out of respect to die ancients, and as 
I afterwaril understood, it was drawn up by my Lord Lhut- 
terino, who had been educateil for the diplomatic career at 
home, previously to the accident which had tlirown him, 
alas ! into human Imnds. I translate it freely, for the ben- 
efit of the ladies, who usually prefer theii- own longues to 

any others. 

Protocol of an interview that is to f 

Sir .lolin Goldoncalf, Bart, of I lousehohloT Hall, in tl a 
kiiigclomof Great Britain, and No. 22,81 1, brown-study 
color, or Socrates Reasono, F. U. D. G. B., 1 rofcssor o 
Probabilities in tlie University of Mouikima, and m the 

kingdom of Lcapliigh : 

Tiie contracting parties agree as follows, namely : — 
Akticlk 1. That there shall he an interview. 

Anr. 2. That tho said interview shall be a peaceable 

inteivicw, and not a belligerent interview. 
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Ar;T. 3. Tli:it the said interview shall he h-.dcal, ex- 
planatory, and rliscursory. 

Art. 4. That during said interv iew, Dr. Rea~nno sljall 
have tlie privilege of speaking muat, and SSir John Golden- 
calf the privilege of hearing 

Art. a. That Sir John (hJilencaU' slnill have the jn'ivi- 
lege of asking questions, and Dr. usono the privilege of 
answering them. 

Art. 6. That a due roganl sliall he had to both huinmi 
and monikin [irejudices and sen>ibilific-'?. 

Art. 7. That Dr. Uea^ono, and any mi^nikiiis wlio may 
accompany him, sluill sinoolli their coats, ami otherwise 
dispose of their natural vestments, in a way that shall bo 
as agreeable us possible to Sir John Goldoncalf and his 
friend. 

Art. 8 . That Sir Jolm Goldcncnlf, ami any man wiio 
may accompany him, shall a])j)ear in hiscjn-sliins, wearing 
no other clothing, in order to render themselves as a'Tee- 
ablo as possible to Dr. Ueasono and iiis friends. 

Art. 9. That the comlitious of this protocol shall be 
resjiected. 

Art. 10. That any doubtful signific.ations in lliis pro- 
tocol shall be* interpreted, as near as may be, in favor of 
both parties. 

Art. 11. That no precedent shall be established lo the 
prejudice of cither the human or tiie monikin dialect, by 
the .adoption of the Latin language on this occasion. 


Dcliglited with this proof of attention on tlie part-of 
my Lord Chattcrino, I immediately left a card for timt 
young nobleman, .and then seriously sot about preparing 
myself, with an increased scrupulousness, for the fuUill- 
raciit of the smallest coiiditioa of the compact. Captain 
^oke was soon ready, and I must say that he looked more 
like a quadruped on its hind legs, in his new attire, than 
i human being. As for ray own appearance. I trust it 
Jras such as became my station and character 

LnrV rl" '>■« P^>»ies were assembled, 

Lord Chatteriuo appearing with a copy of tlie protoco? m 
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his huud. 'riiis instrument was formally read, by tua 
young peer, in a very creditable manner, when a silence 
ensued, as if to invite comment. I know not how it is, 
but I never yet heard the positive stipulations of any 
bargain, that I did not feel a propensity to look out for 
weak places in them. I had begun to see that the d’s- 
cussion might lead to argument, argument to comparisons 
between the two species, and something like an esprit Je 
cnrps was sthaing within me. It now struck me that a 
q icstiou might be fairly raised as to the propriety of Dr. 
Kcasono’s appearing with three backers, while I had hut 
one. The objection was therefore urged on my part, I 
liope, in a modest and conciliatory manner. In reply, my 
Lord Chatteriuo observed, it was true the protocol spoke 
in "^eneral terms of mutual supporters, hut — 

“If Sir Jolin Goldencalf would be at the trouble of re- 
ferring to tlie instrument itself, he would see that the 
hackers of Dr. Reasono were mentioned in the plural 
number, wliile tliat of Sir John himself was alluded to 

only in the singular number.” 

“Perfectly true, my lord; but you will, however, per- 
mit me to remark, that two monikiiis would completely 
1‘ullill the conditions in favor of Dr. Reasono, while be 
appears here with three; there cer‘ainly must be some 
limits to this plurality, or the doctor would have a right 
to attend the interview accompanied by all the inliabitanta 


of Leapliigh.” i- , i • 

“ Tho objection is highly ingenious, and creditable in 

the last degree to the dipluiuaiic abilities of Sir John 

Goldencalf ; but, among monikins, two females are deemed 

eiiiial to only one male, in llie eye of the law. Ihus, in 

cases whicli reiiuire two witnesses, as in conveyances J 

real estate, two male monikins are BuHicieut, ivhercas it 

ivould be necessary to have four female signatures, in 

order to give the instrument validity. lu the legal sense, 

therefore, 1 conceive that Dr. Reasono is attended by 


only two monikins.” 

Captain Poke hereupon 
Ib.e law of Leapliigh was 


observed this rovision in 
a good one ; for ho often liad 
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occasion to remark tliut women, quite half the time, dl^^ 
QOt know what they were about; and lie thought, in 
general, that they require more ballast tlian men. 

“This reply would completely cover the case, my loid." 

I answered, “ were the protocol purely a uionikiii docu- 
ment, and tins assembly purely a luonikiti assembly. 13 ut 
the facts are notoriously otherwise. The document is 
rlrawn up in a common vehicle of liiought among sciiolai s, 
and I gladly seize the opportunity to add, that I <lo not 
rc^member to have seen a better specimen of uiodera 
latinlty.” 

“ It is undeniable, Sir Jolni,” returned Lord Chatterino, 
waving his tail in acknowledgment of the comjiliment, 
“ that the protocol itself is in a language that has now 
become common property ; but the mere medium of 
thought, ou such occasions, is of no great moment, provided 
it is neutral as respects tlie contracting parties; moreover, 
in this particular case. Article lltli of tlic protocol con- 
tains a stipulation that no legal consequences whatever 
are to follow tlie use of the Latin language; a stipulation 
that leaves the contracting parties in possession of their 
original rights. Now, as the lecture is to be a inoniklu 
lecture, given by a monikin philosopher, and on mou- 
ikin grounds, I humbly urge that it is proper the in- 
terview should generally bo conducted on monikiu prin- 
ciples.” 

“ If by monikin grounds, is meant monikin ground 
(which I have a right to assume, since the greater neces- 
fiarf.;-* includes the less), I beg leave to remind your lord- 
ship, that the parties are, at this moment, in a neutral 
country, aud that, if either of them can set up a claim of 
territorial jurisdiction, or the rights of the flag, these 
claims must he admitted to he human, since the locataire 
of this apartment is a man, in control of the locus in guo^ 
and pro hoc vice, the suzerain.” 

“ Your ingenuity has greatly exceeded my construction. 
Sir John, and I heg leave to amend my plea. All I mean 
is, that the leading consideration in this interview, is a 
monikin interest — that we are met to propound, explain. 
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digest, animadvert on, and cmbellisli a moiiikin theme — 
that the accessory rat»st be secondary to the priucijfal — 
that tlie lesser must merge, not in your sense, but in my 
icnse, in tlie greater — and, by consequence, tliat ” — 

“ You will accord me vour pardon, my dear lord, but I 
hold ” — 

“ Nay, my good Sir John, I trust to your intelligence 
to he excused it I say ” — 

“ One word, my Lord Chatterino, I pray you, in order 
that ” — 

“A thousand, very cheerfully, Sir John, but” — 

“ Mr. Lord Chatterino!” 

“ Sir John Goldencalf ! ” 

Hereupon we both began talking at the same time, tho 
noble young raonikin gradually narrowing down the direc- 
tion of his observations to the single person of Mrs. 
Vigilance Lynx, who, I afterward had occasion to know, 
was an excellent listener ; and I, in my turn, after 
wandering from eye to eye, settled down iiito a sort of 
oration that was especially addressed to tlie understanding 
of Captain Noah Poke. My auditor contrived to get one 
ear eiitirely clear of tlie bison’s skin, and nodded appro- 
bation of what fell from me, with a proi>er degree of 
human and clannish spirit. Ve miglit possibly have 
harangued in this desultory manner, to the present time, 
had not the amiable Cliatterissa advanced, and, with the 
t.act and delicacy whicli distinguish her sex, by placing 
her pretty paUe on the mouth of the young nobleman, 
effectually ciiecked his volubility, ^yhen a liorsc is run- 
ning awa\', he usually comes to a dead stop, after driving 
tlirough lanes, and gates, and turnpikes, the moment he 
HmU himself master of his own movements, in an open 
field. Thus, in my own case, no sooner did I find mysoli 
in sole possession of the argument, tliau I brought it to a 
close. Dr. Reasono improved tlie pause, to introduce a 
proposition that, the experiment already made by inyself 
and Lord Chatterino being evidently a failure, he and Mr. 
Poke should retire and make an elfort to agree upon an 
eatirMy uew programme of the proceedings^ This happj 
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Uiought suddenly restored peace; and, while the twa 
negotiators were absent, I improved the opportunity to 
become better acciuainted with the lovely Chatierissu and 
her female Jleiitor. Lord Chatterino, wlio possessed 
all the graces of diplomacy, who could turn from a hot 
and angry iliseussion, on the instant, to the most bland 
and winning courtesy, was foremost in promoting my 
wislies, imlucing his cliarming mistress to throw aside the 
reserve of a short acquaintance, and to enter, at once, into 
a flee and friendly discourse. 

Some time elapsed before tlie plenii>otentiaries returned , 
for it appears that, owing to a constitutional pi'ciiliailty, 
or, as he subsequently explained it himself, a “ Stunin tun 
principle,” Captain Poke conceived lie was bound, in a 
bargain, to dispute every proposition which came from the 
other party. This dilliculty would probably have proved 
insuperable, bad not Dr. Reasono luckily bethought him 
of a frank and liberal proposal to leave every other article, 
witliout reserve, to the sole dictation of lila colleagiio, 
reserving to himself the same privih'gc for all (he rest. 
Koah, after being well assured that tlie pliilosoplier was 
no lawyer, assented; and the affair, once begun in tliis 
spirit of concession, was soon brought to a close. And 
here I would recommend tliis hajq>y expedient to all 
negotiators of knotty and embarrassing treaties, since it 
enables each party to gain his point, and probably leaves 
as few openings for subsequent disputes, as any other 
mode that has yet been adopted. The new instrument 
ran as follows, it luiving been WTitten, in duplicate, in 
English aud in MouiUin. It will bo seen that the 
pertinacity of one of the negotiators gave it very much the 
character of a capitulatiou. 

PROIOCOL of an interview, etc , etc,, etc. 

XLe contracting parties agree as follows, namely: — 

Article 1. There shall be an interview. 

Aut. 2. Agreed ; provided all the parties can ctniO 
fcud go at pleasure. 
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Art. 3. The said interview shall be conducted, gener- 
ally, on philosophical and liberal princi])les. 

Art. 4. Agreed ; i)rovided tobacco may be used at 
discretion. 

Art. 0 . That either party shall have the privilege of 
propounding questions, and either party the privilege of 
answering them. 

Art. G. Agreed ; provided no one need listen, or iic 
one talk, unless so disposed. 

Art. 7. The attire of all present shall be conformable 
to the abstract rules of propriety and decorum. 

Art. 8. Agreed ; provided the bisou-skius may be 
reefed, from time to time, according to the state of the 
weather. 

Art. 9. The provisions of this protocol shall be rigidly 
respected. 

Art. 10. Agreed ; provided no advantage be taken by 
lawyers. 

Lord Cliattcrino and myself pounced upon the respective 
documents like two hawks, eagerly looking for Haws, or the 
means of maintaining the opinions we had before advanced, 
and which we had both shown so much cleverness in sup- 
porting. 

“ Why, ray lord, there is no provision for the appearance 
of any monikins at all at this interview ! ” 

“ The generality of the terms leaves it to be inferred 
that all may come and go who may bo so disjwsed.” 

“ Your pardon, ray lord ; Article 8 contains a direct allu- 
sion to bison-skins in the plural, and under circumstances 
from wliich it follows, by a just deduction, that it was con- 
templated that more than one wearer of the said skine 
eho id be present at the said interview.” 

“ Pei-fectly just, Sir John ; but you will suffer me to ob- 
serve that bv Article 1, it is conditioned that there shall be 
un interview ; and by Article 3, it is furtheimore agreed 
that the said interview shall be conducted ‘ on philosophical 
P.nd m>eral principles ; ’ now, it need scarcely l>e ur*:‘'d, ?no<3 
Liu- John, that it would be the extreme of iiiiocrakly ta 
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leny to one party any privilege that was possessed hy tlie 
other.” 

“ Perfectly just, my lord, were this an alTair of more 
courtesy; but legal coustriK’tions must be made ou legal 
|)riuciples, or else, as jurists and diplomatists, wc arc all 
adoat ou the illimitable ocean of conjecture.” 

“And yet Article 10 expressly stipulates tliat ‘no advan- 
tage shall be taken by lawyers.’ liy considering Articles 
0 and 10 profoundly and in conjunction, we learn that it 
was the intention of the negotiators to spread the mantle 
of liberality, apart fi’om all tlie subtiliies and devices of 
mere legal practitioners, over the whole proceedings. Per- 
mit me, in corroboration of what is now urgeil, to appeal to 
file voices of tliose who frameil the very conditions almut 
which we are now arguing. Dili you, sir,” continued my 
Lord Chatterino. turning to Captain Poke, willi emphasis 
and dignity, “did you, sir, when you drew up this cel- 
ebrated Article 10 — did you deem that you were jnih- 
lishing authority of which llie lawyers could take advant- 
age ? ” 

A deep .and very sonorous ‘‘ No,” was the energetic leply 
of I\Ir. Puke. 

My Lord Chatterino, ilion turning, with equal grace, to 
the doctor, first diplomatically waving liis tail three times, 
continued : — 

“And you, sir, in drawing up Article 3, did you con- 
ceive that you were supporting and promulgating illiberal 
principles ?” 

Ibe question was met by a prompt negative, when tlie 
young noble paused, and looked at me like ono who had 
completely triumphed. 

“ 1 erfectly eloquent, completely convincing, irrefutably 
argumentative, and unanswerably just, my lord,” I put in'; 
“ but I must be permitted to hint that the validity of all laws 
IS derived from the enactment; now the eiiaciment, or, in 
the case of a treaty, the virtue of the stipidanon, s not 
derived from the intention of the party who may happen to 
draw up a law or a clause, but from the assen^ of the legal 
dopulics. In the present insUnce, there art ,i, > negoti;^ 
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tors, and I now ask permission to address a few (iucslIoi'B 
to them, reversing the order of your own interrogatoi-ies 
and the result may possibly furnish a clue to the quo animo, 
in a new light.” AiMressing tlie philosopher, I continued. 
“ Did you, sir, in assenting to Article 10, imagine that you 
^ere defeating justice, coutitenancing oppression, and suc- 
coring might to the injury of right?” 

The answer was a solemn, and, I do not doubt, a ver_v 

conscientious, “ No.” 

“And you, sir,” turning to Captain Poke, “did you, :n 
assenting to Article 3, in the least conceive that, by any 
possibility, the foes of humanity could torture your appro- 
bation into the means of determining tliat the bison-skin 
wearers were not to be upon a [)Cifect footing with the best 
monikins of the land ? ” 

“ Blast me. if I did ! ” 

“ But, Sir John Goldeucalf, the Socratic method of reascu- 


ing 




“ Was first resorted to by yourself, my loid 
“ Nay, good sir ” — 

“ Permit me, my dear lord ” — 

“ Sir John ” — 

“ My lord ” — . , j j u.. 

Hereupon the gentle Cliattcrissa again advanced, and by 

m, other timely interposition of lier g, aceful tact, she suc- 
ceeded in preventing tlm reply. Tl.e purallel of tl.o run- 
away liorse wa.s acted over, and I came to anotlicr stain - 
still. Lord Cliatterino now gallantly proposed that the 
wliole affair sl.ould he referred, witli full powers, to the 
ladies. I could not refuse ; and the plempotentiane., re- 
t -sd, under a growling accompaniment of Captain i o e, 

weo pretty plainly declared that women 

rels than all the rest of the world, and, from the li tie 1 e 

had seen, he expected it would turn out the same with mou- 


ikinas. 


The female sex ceruinly possess a facility of 
that is denied our portion of the creatiou. In an mcrcdi. 
bly short time, the referees returned with the following pro- 


gramme : — 
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Protocol of au interview between, etc., etc. 

Tlie contracting parties agree as follows, natiicly : — 

Article 1. There shall be an amicable, logical, philo- 
jophical, ethical, liberal, general, and cont)ovcrsiiil inter* 
view. 

Art. 2. The interview shall be amicable. 

Art. a. The interview sliall be general. 

Art. 4. The intei view shall be loiiical. 

Art. 5. The interview sliall be ethical. 

Art. 6. The interview shall be idiilosophical. 

Art. 7. The interview shall be liberal. 

Art. 8 . Tlie interview shall be controversial. 

Art. 'J. The interview shall be controversial, lllMn-al 
philosophical, ethical, logical, genei:il, and amicable. 

Art. 10. The interview shall be as particularly agiccrl 
upon. 

The cat does not leap upon the mouse with more avidity 
than JiOrd Chatterino and myself pounced upon the third 
protocol, seeking new grounds for the argument that each 
was resolved on. 

“ Auguste ! cher Auguste ! ” exclaimed the lovely Chat- 
terissa, iu the prettiest Parisian accent I thought 1 had ever 
heard, “ pour moi ! ” 

“A moi! monseigneur,” I put in, nourishing my copy of 
the protocol — I was checked in tlie midst of tliis contro- 
versial ardor, by a tug at the hison-skin ; when, casting a 
look beliiud me, I saw Captain I’oke winking and makfug 
other signs that he wished to say a woi'd in a corner. ° 

“ I think, Sir John,” observed the worthy sealer, “ if wo 
ever mean to let this bargain come to a catastrophe, it 
might as well be done now. The females have been cun- 
ning, but the deuce is in it if we cannot weather upon two 
women before the matter is well over. In Stuuin’tun, when 
It is thought best to accommodate proposals, why, we object 
and raise a breeze in the beginning, but toward the end we 
kmder soaen and mollify, or else trade would come to a 
stand. The hardest gale must blow its pipe out. Trust to 
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me to flooi' the best argument the best monkey of them all 
can agitate ! ” 

“Tliis matter is getting serious, Noah, and I am filled 
with an esprit de corps. Do you not begin yourself to feel 
human ? ” 

“Kinder; but more bisonish than anything else. Let 
them go on, Sir John ; and, when the time comes, we will 
Uike them aback, or set me down as a pettifogger.” 

Tlie captain winked knowingly ; and I began to see tliat 
there was some sense in his opinion. On rejoining our 
friends, or allies, I scarce know which to call them, I found 
that the amiable Cliatterissa liad C(iuully cjdmed the diplo- 
matic ardor of lier lover, again, and we now met on the 
best possible terins. The protocol was accepted by accla- 
mation ; and preparations were instantly commenccu foi tbs 

lecture of Dr. lieaseno. 
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CHAPTER XI. 

i PHTtOSOI’llY THAT IS UOTTOMUD ON SOJIHTHING SCn* 

STANTIAL SO.MB RKASONS PLAINLY PKKsLNTKl), A N D 

CAVILING OBJLCTION3 I'UT TO I-LIGHT, UY A CIIARGIi 
OF LOiJICAL BAYONETS. 

Dh. Reasono was quite as reasouablc, in tlie personal 
embellishments of his lyceum, as any public lecturer I re- 
member to liave seen, who was retjuired to execute hia 
functions in the presence of ladies. If I say that liis coat 
had been brushed, his tail newly curled, and that his air 
was a little more than usually “ solemnized,” as Captain 
Poke described it in a decent whisper, I believe all will be 
sultl that is either necessary or true. He placed himself 
behind a footstool, which seiTcd as a table, smoothed its 
covering a little with his paws, and at once proceeded to 
business. It may be well to add that he lectured without 
notes, and, as tlie subject did not immediately call for 
experiments, without any apparatus. 

Waving his tail toward the ditlerent parts o^ tlie "oom 
in which Ids audience w’ere seated, the philosopher com- 
menced. 

“ As the present occasion, my hearers,” he said, “ is one 
of tliose accidental calls upon science, to which all belong- 
ing to the academies are liable, and does not demand more 
than the heads of our thesis to be explained, I shall not dig 
into the roots of the subject, but limit myself to such gen 
eral remarks as may serve to furnish the outlines of our 
philosophy, natural, moral, and political” — 

“ How, sir,” I cried, “ have you a political as ^Ydl as a 
moral philosophy ? ” 

“ Beyond a question ; and a very useful philosophy it is 
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No interests require more pliilosopliv timn those connected 
with politics. To resume, our pliilosopliy, natural, moral, 
aud political, reserving most of the propositions, demonstra- 
tions, and corollaries for greater leisure, and a more advanced 
state of information in the class. Pi-escribing to myself 
these salutary limits, therefore, I shall begin only with 
nature. 


“ Nature is a term that we use to express the pervading 
and governing principle of created things. It is known 
both as a generic aud a specific term, signifying in the 
former character the elements and combinations of omnipo- 
tence, as applied to matter in general, and in the latter its 
particular subdivisions, in connection with matter in its 
infinite varieties. It is moreover subdivided into its physical 
and moral attributes, which admit also of the two grand 
distinctions just named. Thus, wlien we say nature, in the 
abstract, meaning physically, we should be understood as 
alluding to those general, uniform, absolute, consistent, and 
beautiful laws, which control and render liarnionious, as a 
great whole, the entire action, affinities, and destinies of the 
universe; and wlicn we say nature in the speciality, we 
would be understood to speak of the nature of a rock, of a 
tree, of air, fire, water, and land. Again ; in alluding to a 
moral nature in the abstract, we mean sin, and its weak- 
ness, its attractions, its deformities; in a word, its totality; 
while, on the other band, when we use the term, in this 
seuse, under the limits of a speciality, we confine its signifi- 
cation to the particular shades or natural qualities tlmt inaik 
the precise object named. Let us illustrate our positions 


by a few brief examples. 

“ Wlien we say, • O Nature, bow art thou glorious, sub- 
lime, instructive !’ —we mean that her law'> emanat- from 

a power of infinite intelligence and perfection; and when 
we say, ‘ O Nature, how art thou frail, vain, and insulfi- 
cieiit ! ’ we mean tliat she is, after all, but a secondary 
quality, inferior to that which brought her into existence, 
for definite, limited, and, doubtless, useful jnirposes. in 
diese examples we treat the principle in the abstract. 

“ Xlie examples of nature in the speciality will be more 
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familiar, and, although in no degree more true, will he het- 
ler understood by the generality of my auditors. I',special 
nature, in the physical signilication, is a)>|)areiit ti» the 
senses, and is betrayed in the outward foiins of things, 
ihvough their force, magnitude, substance, and proj)ortions, 
and, in its more my>terious properties, to examination, liy 
their laws, harmony, and action. K^pecial moral nature is 
denoted in the dilferent propensities, capacities, and conduct 
of the (lilferent classes of all moral beings. In this latter 


sense we have monikin nature, dog nature, horse natur<5, 
hog nature, human nature ” — 

“ Pertnf. me, Dr. Ueasono,” I interrupted, “ to inquire 
ii, by this classitication, you intend to convey more than 
may be understood by the accidental arrangenieiit of your 
examples ? ” 

Purely the latter, I do assure you. Sir .Tolm,” 

‘“And do you a<linit the great distinctions of animal and 
vegetable natures ? ” 


Our academics are divided on this point. One school 
contends that all livin'? nature is to be einbi'aced in a jrreat 
comprehensive genus, while another admits of the distinc- 
tions you have named. I am of the latter opinion, inclin- 
ing to the belief that Nature herself has drawn the lino 
between the two classes, by bestowing on one the double 
gift of the moral and physical nature, and by withdrawing 
the former from the other. The existence of the moral 
nature is denoted by the presence of llie will. The academy 
of Leapliigh has made an elaborate classitication of all the 
known animals, of which the sponge is at the bottom of the 
list, and the monikin at the top.” 


“ Sponges are commonly uppermost,” growled Noah. 

“Sir,” said I, with a disagreeable rising at the throat, 
“am I to understand that your sarunts account man au 
anifnal in a middle state between a sponjie uud a mon- 
key?” 


“Really, Sir John, this warmtn is quite unsuited to 
phiiosophical discussion — if you continue to indulge in it, 
I shall find myself compelled to postpone the lecture.” 

At this rebuke I made a successful effort to restrain my 
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self, although my esprit de corps nearly chokoJ me. Inti, 
matimr, as well as I could, a change of purpose, Ur 
Eeasono, who had stood suspended over his table with an 
air of doubt, waved his tail, and proceeded : — 

“ Spoii.'es, oysters, crabs, sturgeons, clams, toads, snakes, 
lizards, skunks, opossums, ant-eaters, baboons, negroee, 
woodchucks, lions, Esquimaux, sloths, hogs, Hottentots, 
ourang-outangs, men, and monikins, are, beyond a ques- 
tion, all animals. The only disputed point among us is, 
whether they are all of the same genus, forming varieties 
or species, or whether they are to be divided into the three 
great families of the improvable, the uuiinprovables, and 
the retrogressives. They who maintain that we form but 
one great family, reason by certain conspicuous analopes, 
that serve as so many links to unite the great « « 
animal world. Taking man as a centre, for y 

show that this creature possesses, in common with e y 

other creature, some observable property. 
in one particular, like a sponge ; in another, he is like an 
oyster ; a hog is like a man : the skunk has "'‘e Peculu - 
ity of a man; the ourang-outang another; the sloth 

anotlier " — 

a Amf so on, to the end of the chapter. This 
philosophers, while it has been very ingeniously supported, 
is not howe;er, the one most in favor just at tins moment 

in tiie Academy of Leaphisli — 

“ .fust at this moment, doctor . i • i 

•« Certainly, sir. Do you not know the truths physi&a 
11 .^1 n!irler<^o their revolutions, the same ftU 

“reltcd naUtreV The academy has paid great attention to 

centre J,,„pued with singular accuracy; 

“Svri. .c.“- o. »"0 
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eublimest of all its inventions, and as funiisliing tlie strong- 
est known evidence of its near approach to tiie consiiinina- 
tion of our earthly destiny. This is not tlie place to dw.-ll 
on that particular point of our philosophy, however ; and. 
for the present, we will post|)one the subject.” 

“ Yet you will permit me. Dr. Rca-'Ono, in virtue of 
clause 1, Article o, Protocol No. 1 (which protocol, if not 
absolu'.ely adopte<l, must be sujtposed to contain the spirit 
of that which was), to inquire whether the calculatioii-^ of 
the revolutions of truth «lo not lead to dangerous moral 
ej travaganccs, ruinous speculations in ideas, and serve to 
uusettle society ? ” 

Tile ph losopher withdrew a moment with my LoivI 
Chatterino, to consult wliether it would be prudent to ad- 
mit of the validity of Protocol No. T even in this indirect 
mauuer; whereupon it was decided between them, that, as 
such admissiou w’ould lay open all tlie vexatious questions 
tiiat had just been so hap[)ily ili'posed of, clau>e 1 of Article 
5 having a direct connection with clause *2 ; clauses 1 and 2 
forming the whole article : and tlie said Article 5. in its en- 
tirety, forming an integral jiortion of the whole iiistrumeut ; 
and the doctrine of constructions enjoining that instrumen's 
are to be construed like wills, by tlieir general, and not by 
their especial tendencies, it would be dangcrotis to the 
objects of the interview to allow the application to bo 
granted. But, reserving a protest against the concession 
being iuterpreted into a precedent, it might be well to 
concede that as an act of courtesy, which was denied as a 
right. Hereupon, Dr. Ueasono infonned me that iheso 
calculations of the revolutions of truth did lead to certain 
moral extravagances, and in many instances to ruinous 
speculations in ideas ; that the Academy of Leapliigh, and, 
SO far as his information extended, the academy of cverv 
other country, had found the subject of truth, more partic- 
ularly moral truth, the one of all others the most dilltcuU 
to manage, the most likely to be abused, and the most dan 
gerous to promulgate. I was moreover promised, at a 
future day, some illustrations of this branch of the subject. 

“ To pursue the more regular tiueaU of my lecture,” con- 



m 


THE MONTKTNS. 


tiuued Dr. Reasoiio, when he had politely made *Jh 3 little 
digression, “ we now divide tliese portions of the created 
world into animated and vegetable nature; the former ia 
again divided into the improvable, and the unimprovable, 
and the retrogressive. The improvable embraces all those 
species which arc marching, by slow, progressive, but imrau- 
tiible mutations, toward the perfection of terrestrial life, or 
to that last, elevated, and sublime condition of mortality, 
in which the material makes its final strussle with the im- 
material — mind with matter. The improvable class of 
animals, agreeably to the monikin dogmas, commences with 
those species in which matter has tlie most unequivocal 
ascendency, and terminates with those in which mitid is as 
near perfection as this mortal coil will allow. We hohl 
that mind and matter, in that mysterious union whicli con- 
nects the spiritual with the physical being, commence in 
tlie medium state, undergoing, not, as some men have pre- 
tended, transmigrations of the sold only, but such gradual 
and imperceptible changes of hotli soul and body, as have 
peopled the world with so many wonderful beings ; won- 
derful, mentally and {djysically ; and all of wliich (meaning 
all of the improvable class) are no more than animals of 
the same great genus, on tlie higli road of tendencies, who 
are advancing toward tlie last stage of improvement, jire- 
viously to their final translation to another planet, and a 
new existence. 

“The retrogressive class is composed of (hose specimens 
which, owing to their destiny, take a false direction ; whicli, 
instead of tending to the immaterial, tend to the material ; 
wliich gradually become more and more under the inniieiice 
of matter, until, by a succession of physical translations, 
tlie will is eventually lost, and tliey become incorporated 
witli tlie earth itself. Under tliis last transformation, tlicso 


purely materialized beings are cluunically analyzed in the 
gieat laboratory of nature, and their component parts are 
sejmrated ; thus- tlie bones become rocks, the flesh caifli, 
the sj.irits air, the blood water, the gristle clay, and the 
Qslics of the will arc converted into the element of fire. In 
diis class we enumerate whales, elephants, hippopotami, ami 
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nivcrs other brutes, which visibly cxliibit ficoumulutiorm of 
matter that must S]»ee(lily triumph over the less material 
portions of their natures.” 

“And yet, doctor, there are facts tliat militate against tho 
theory; tl)e elephant, for instance, is accountCMl one of the 
most intelligent of all the quadruped-.” 

“A mere false demonstration, sir. Nature delights in 
tlicse little equivocations ; thus, we have false sutis, false 
rainbows, false [)roplicts, false vision, and even false philos- 
ophy. There are entire races of lioth our species, too, as 
the Congo and the Esejuiman.x. for yours, and bal)Oons atnl 
the common monkeys, that inhabit various parts of llio 
svoild possessed by the lunnan species, for ours, which are 
mere shadows of the forms and qualities that properly dis- 
tinguish the animal in its state of jierfection.” 

“ How, sir! are you not. then, of the same family as all 
tlje other monkeys that we see hopping and skipping about 
the streets ^ ” 

“No more, sir, than yon are of tlie same family as the 
(lat-nosed, thick-lipped, low-hrowcd, ink-skinned negro, or 
the squalid, pa.';>ionless, hrufalizcd Es<juiman.'c. I have said 
that Natui-e delights in vagaries ; and all these are no moi e 
than some of her uiystilications. Of this class is the 
elephant, who, while verging nearest to pure materialism, 
makes a deceptive para<le of tho quality he is fast losing. 
Instances of this species of playing trumps, if I may so 
express it, are common in all classes of heings. IIow often, 
for insUincc, do men, just as they are about to fail, make a 
jMirade of wealth, women seem ohdnratc an hour before 
they capitulate, and diplomatists call Heaven to Ire 
ness of their resolutions to the contrary, the day before 
they sign and seal ! In the case of tlie elephant, however, 
there is a slight exception to tlic general rule, which is 
founded on an extraordinary struirgle between mind ami 
matter, the former making an effort that is unusual, and 
wliich may be said to form an exception to tlie ordinary 
warfare between these two principles, as it is commonly 
conducted in the retrogressive class of animals. The most 
infallible sign of the triumph of mind over matter, is in 
the development of the tail ” 
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“ King?" 

“ Of the Vail, Dr. Reasono?” 

“ Bj all means, sir — tliat seat of reason, the tail ! Pray 
Sir Jolm, what other portion of our frames did you imagine 
was indicative of intellect?” 

“ Among men, Dr. Reasono, it is commonly thought the 
Ijcad is the more honorable member, and, of* late, we have 
made anal3'tical maps of this part of our physical formation, 
by whicli it is pretended to know tlie breadth and length cl 
a moral quality, no less tlian its boundaries.” 

“ You have made the best use of your materials, sucli as 
they were, and I dai'e say the map in question, all things 
considered, is a very clever perfonnancc. But in tlie com- 
plication and abstruseness of this very moral chart (one of 
which I perceive standing on your mantelpiece), you may 
learn the confusion whicdi still reigns over the Imman intel- 
lect. Now, in regarding us, you can understand the very 
converse of your dilemma. How mni.'h easier, for instance, 
is it to take a yard-stick, and, In* a simple admeasurement of 
4 tail, come to a sound, obvious and incontrovertible conclu- 
sion as to the extent of the intellect of the specimen, than 
by tlie complicated, contradictory, sclf-balancing, and ques- 
tionable jirocess to wliicli you are reduced ! ere there 
only this fact, it would abundantly establish the higher 
moral condition of the monikiu race, as it is comjiared with 
that of man.” 

“ Dr. Reasono, am I to understand that the raonikin 
family seriously entertain a jiositlou so extravagant as tliis ; 
that a monkey is a creature more intellectual and more 

highly civilized tlian man?” 

*• Serious!}’, good Sir Jolm! Why, you are the first re- 
spectable person it has been my fortune to meet, wlio lias 
oven affected to doubt tlie fact. It is well known tliat both 
belong to the improvable class of animals, and that raou- 
kevs, as you are pleased to term us, were once men, with 
ail tiieir passions, weaknesses, inconsistencies, modes of phi- 
losoithy, unsound etliics, frailties, incongruities, and subser- 
viency to matter ; that tliey passed into the monikiu state 
by degrees, and that large divisions of them are constantly 
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evaporating into the imuiiitcriul woiM, coniplottly spirit- 
ualized and free from the dross of llesh. 1 do not mean in 
what is called death — for that is no more than an oc<-a- 
bional deposit of matter to be resumed in a new aspe t. 
uud with a nearer approach to tlie grand results (whether 
of the im[)rovablc or of tl>e reti(»gressive classes) — hut 
tiiose final mutations which transfer us to aiiotlior planet. 

enjoy a higher state of beli'g, and leaving us always ou 
the hill!! road toward final excellence.” 

« aIi this is very ingenii-.i5, sir; but before you can p- r- 
euade me into tiie belief that man is an animal inferior to a 
monkey, Dr. Reasouo, you will allow me t-> say that you 
must prove it.” 

“ Aye, aye, or me, eitber,” put in Captain Poke, wa.-*]!- 
isldy. 

“ Were I to cite my proofs, gentlemen,” continued the 
pliilosopher, whose spirit appeareil to Ix' much less mov'*d 
by our doubts thait ours were by Ids position, I should in 
the first place refer you to history. All the monikiii wi'it' is 
are acreed in recording tlie ^r:nlual translation of llte 
species from tlie human family ” — 

“ This may do very well, sir, for the latitude of Lcaphigh, 
but permit me to say that no Imman historian, fiom Moses 
down to Butlon, has ever taken sucli a view of our respect- 
ive races. There is not u word in any of all these writers 
on the subject.” 

“ How should there be, sir? History is not a jirediction, 
but a record of the-past. 'I’lieir silence is so iimcii nega- 
tive proof in our favor. Does Tacitus, for instance, speak 
of the French revolution ? Is not Herodotus silent on the 


subject of the imlependence of the American :ontinent? — 
or do any of the Greek and Roman writers civo us the 
ainuils of Stuniirtun — a city whose foundations were most 
probably laid some time after the commencement of the 
Christian era ? It is morally impossible that men or moni- 
kius can faitlifully relate events tliat have never happened ; 
and as it has never yet happened to any man, who is still a 
man, to be translated to the monikin state of being, it fol- 
lows. as a necessary consequence, that be can know notUiug 
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about it. If you want liistorical proofs, therefore, of v/hat 
I say, you must search the monikin annals for evidence. 
There it is to be found with an infinity of curious details 
and I trust the time is not far distant, when I shall have 
great pleasure in pointing out to you some of the most 
approved chapters of c ar best writers on this subject. Cut 
we are not confined .o the testimony of liistory, in estab- 
lishing our condition to be of the secondary formation. 
The internal evidence is triumphant ; we appeal to our 
simplicity, our philosophy, the state of the arts among us, 
Hi short, to all those concurrent proofs which are dependent 
on the highest possible state of civilization. In addition to 
this, we have flic infallible testimony which is to bo derived 
from the development of our tails. Our system of caudol- 
ogy is, in itself, a ti'inmpluint proof of the liigh improve- 
ment of the monikin reason.” 

“ Do I comprehend you ariglit. Dr. Reasono, when I tin- 
derstand your system of caudolog}’, or tailology, to render 
it into the vernacular, to dogmatize on the possibility that 
the seat of reason in man, which to-day is certainly in his 
brains, can ever descend into a tail?” 

“ If you deem development, improvement, and simplifica- 
tion a descent, bc^'ond a question, sir. Cut your figure is a 
bad one, Sir Jolin ; for ocular demonstration is before you, 
that a monikin can carry his tail as higli as a man can pos- 
sibly carry his head. Our species, in this sense, is morally 
nicked ; and it costs us no effort to be on a level with 
human kings. We hold, with you, that the brain is the 
seat of reason, while the animal is in what we call tlio 
human prebation, but tliat it is a reason undeveloped, im- 
perfect, and confused ; cased, as it were, in an envelope 
unsuited lo its functions ; but that, as it gradually oozes out 
of this straitened receptacle toward tlie base of the animal, 
it acquires solidity, lucidity, and, finally, by elongation and 
d(?velopment, point. If you examine the human brain, you 
will find it, though capable of being stretched to a great 
length, compressed in a diminutive compass, involved and 
snarled ; whereas the same physical portion of the genus 
gets simplicity, a beginning and an end, a directness ana 



THE MONIICIKS. 


135 


couseculiveness that are necessary to logic, anti, as has just 
been mentioned, a point, in the monikin seat of reason, 
which, by all analogy, go to [irove the superiority of t lO 

animal possessing advantages so great.” 

“ Nay, sir, if you come to analogies, they will be found 
to prove more than you may wish. In vegt-tation, for n- 
etaiice, saps ascend for the purposes of fructification and use- 
fulness; and, reasoning from the analogies ot the vegelablo 
world, it is far more [)robable that tails have ascended inttt 
brains than that brains have descended into tails; and, 
consequently, that men are much more likely to be an im- 
provement ou monkeys, thuu monkeys an improvement 
on men.” 

I spoke with warmth, I know ; for the doctrine of Dr. 
Reasono was new to me; and by this time, my espnt ile 
corps had pretty effectually blinded reflection. 

“You gave him a red-hot shot that time. Sir .Tolin/ 
whispered Captain Poke at my elbow ; “ now. if you arc so 
disposed, I will wring tiie necks of all these little black- 
guards, and throw them out of tlie window.” 

I immediately intimated that any display of brute furi’O 
would militate directly against our cause ; as the object, 
just at that moment, was to be as immaterial as possible. 

“ Well, well, manage it in your own way, Sir .John, and 
Tra quite as immaterial as you can wi>h ; bur sbouhl these 
cuuniug varments raally get the better of us in the argu- 
ment, I shall never dare look at jMIss Poke, or show my 


face ag’in in Stuniirtun.” 

This little aside was secretly conducted, while Dr. 
Reasono was drinking a glass of eau sucree ; bat he soon 
returned to the subject, with the dignifled gravity that uever 
fiiTso>>'s him. 


“Your remark touching saps has the usual savor of 
human ingenuity, blended, however, with the proverbial 
short-sightedness of the species. It is very true that saps 
ascend for fructification ; but what is this fructification, to 
which you allude? It is no more than a false demonstra- 
tion of ♦.he energies of the plauU Por all the purposes of 
growth, life, durability, and the iiual conversion of the 
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vegetable matter into an element, tiie root is the seat of 
power and authority ; and, iu particular, the tap-root above 
oi ratlier below all others. I'his tap-root may be termed 
tlie tail of vegetation, ^ou may pluck fruits witli impu* 
nity n.aj, you nniy even top all the branches, and tlie 
tree shall survive; hut, put the axe to the root, and the 
inide of the forest falls.” 

All this was too evidently true to be denied, and I felt 
worried and ba<lgered; for no man likes to be beaten in a 
discussion of this sort, and more especially by a moukev. 
I bethought me of the elephatjt, and determined to make 
one more thrust, by the aid of his powerful tusks, before I 
gave lip the poiut. 

“ I am inclined to think. Dr. Reasouo,” I put in as soon 
as i>o».sibIe, that your savants have not been very happy 
in illustrating their theory by means of the elephant. This 
animal, besides being a mass of flesh, is too well provided 
with intellect to be passed off for a dunce; and he not only 
lias oncy but he miglit almost be said to be provided with 
(wo tails.” 

“ That has been liis cliief misfortune, sir. Matter, in tli€ 
great warfare between itself and mind, has gone on tlie 
principle of ‘ divide and coiupier.’ You are nearer the 
truth than you imagined, for the trunk of the elephant is 
merely the abortion of a tail ; and yet, you see, it contains 
nearly all the intelligeuce that the auimal possesses- On 
the subject of the fate of the elephant, however, tlieory is 
confirmed by actual experiment. Do not your geologists 
and naturalists s[)eak of the remains of animals, which are 
no longer to be found among living tilings?” 

o oof? 

Certainly, sir ; the mastodon — the megatherium, .guano 
dun ; and the [ilesiusauriis ” — 

And do you not also find unequivocal evidences of 
animal matter incorporated with rocks?” 

“This fact must be admittc<l, too.” 

“These phenomena, as you call them, are no more than 
the final deposits which nature has made iu the cases of 
those creatures iu which matter has comfiletely overcome 
iu rival, miud. So soon as the will is cut jely extinct, tin 
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being ceast^s to live; or it is no longer an animal.^ ^ It falls 

and reverts altogether to the element of matter. The pro- 
cesses of decomposition and incorporation are longer, or 
shorter, according to circumstances ; and these fossil remains 
of which your writers say so imich. are merely cases that 
Itavc met wiili accidental obstacles to their iinal decomiiosi- 
lion. As respects our two species, fi very cursory examina- 
tiou of their qualities ought to convince any candid mind of 
tlie truth of our philosophy. Tims, the physical pat t of 
man is mucli greater in projiortion to the spiritual, than it 
15 in the monikin ; his habits are grosser and less intellect- 
ual ; lie requires sauce and condiments in bis food ; lie is 
farther removed from simplicity, and, by necessary implica- 
tion, from high civilization ; be eats flesh, a eeriain jiroof 
that the material principle is still strong in the ascemlaiit ; 
he has no caudu ” — 

“On this point. Dr. Rcasoiio, I would inquire if your 
scholars attach any weight to traditions 

“ Tlie greatest jiossible, sir. It is tlie monikin tradition 
that our species is composed of men refined, of diminisiu'd 


matter and augmented minds, with tlie scat of reason c.xtri- 
rated from the confinement and confusion of the caput, and 
extended, unraveletl, and rendered logical and consecutive, 
in the cauda” 

“Well, sir, we too have our traditions; and an eminent 
writer, at no great distance of time, has laid it down as 
incontrovertible, tliat men once had cuudfp." 

“A mere prophetic glance into tlie futuro. as coming 
e’ents are known to cast their shadows before.” 

“ Sir, the philosopher in (question establishes his position, 
by pointing to the slumps.” 

“ He has unluckily mistaken a foundation-stone for a 
ruin ! Such errors are not unfroquent with the ardent and 
ingetious. That men will have tails, I make no doubt ; 
hut that they have ever reached this point of perfection, I 
do most solemnly deny. There are many premonitory 
symptoms of their approaching this condition ; the current 
opinions of the day, the (L ess, habits, fashions, and philos- 
ophy of the species, encourage the belief; but hitherto you 
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have never reached the enviable distinction. As to tradi- 
tions, even your own are all in favor of our tlieory. Thus, 
for instance, you have u tra<litiou that the earth was once 
peopled by giants. Now, tiiis is owing to the fact that men 
were formerly more under the influence of matter, and less 
under tliat of mind than to-day. You admit that you 
diinitiisli in size, and improve iu moral attainments; all of 
which goes to establish the truth of tlie monikin pliilosopliy. 
You begin to lay less stress on pliysical, and more on 
moral excellences ; and, in short, many tilings show that 
the time for the final liberation and grand development of 
your brains is not far distant. This much I very gladly 
concede ; for, while tlie dogmas of our schools are not to be 
disregarded, I very clieerfnlly admit that you are our fellow 
creatures, though iu a more infant and less improved condi- 
tion of society.” 

« King!” 

Here Dr. Reasono announced the necessity of taking a 
short intermission in order to refresh himself. I retired 
witli Captain Poke, to have a little communication with my 
fellow-mortal, under the peculiar circumstances in which we 
were placed, ami to ask liis opinion of what had been said. 
Noah swore bitterly at some of the conclusions of tlie 
monikin philosopher, affirming that he should like no better 
sport than to hear him lecture in the streets of Stunin’Lun, 
where, he assured me, such doctrine would not be tolerated 
any longer than was necessary to sliarjien a harpoon, or to 
load a gun. Indeed, he did not know hut the doctor would 
be incontinently kicked over into Rhode Island, without 
ceremony. 

“ For lliat matter,” continued the indignant old sealer 
« I should ask no better sport, than to have permission tt 
put the big toe of my right foot, under full sail, against tlic 
part of tlie blackguard where his beloved tail is stepped, 
riiat would soon bring him to reason. Why, as for his 
cauduj if you will buHeve me, Sir Jolin, I once saw a man, 
on tlie coast of Patagonia — a savage, to be sure, and not 
a philosopher, as this fellow pretends to be — who had an 
outiigi^er of this sort, as long as a ship’s riugtail-booni 
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And wl.at was he, after all, hut a ^poor det-il who <lid not 

know a seu-lioii from :i gi-aiuijus! ” 

This assertion of Captain Coke relicvo.1 my mm<l con- 
gulerably; and laying aside the bison-skin, I a>ked him to 
have the goodness to examine the localities, witli soiue 
particularity, about the tormination of the dorsal bone, in 
order to ascertain if tlierc were any encouraging signs to be 
discovered. Captain Coke imt on his spectacles, for tune 
had brought the worthy mariner to their use, us lie said, 
“ whenever he had occadmi to read line print and. iifier 
some time, I had .lie satisfaction to hear him declare, that 
if it was a camla I wanted, there was as good a place to 
step one, as could be found about any monkey in tbe uni- 
verse ; “and you have only to say the word. Sir dohii, and 
I will just step into the next room, and by tbe help of my 
knife and a little judgment in choodiig. I’ll fit you out with 
a jury-article, wliicb, if tlierc be any raal vartue in this 
sort of thing, will cpialify you at once to be a judge, or, for 
that matter, a bi>liop.” 

We were now suininoucd again to the lecture-room, and 
I had barely time to thank Captain Coke fnr his obliging 
ofler, which circunstauces just then, however, fuibadc my 
accepting. 
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CHAPTER XII. 

BETTER AND BETTER — A niGHER FLIGHT OF REASON -^ 

MORE OBVIOUS TROTHS, DEEPER PHILOSOPUT, AND 

FACTS THAT EVEN AN OSTRICH MIGHT DIGEST. 

“ I GLADLY quit wh:it I fear some present may liave 
considered tlie personal part of my lecture,” resumed Dr. 
Reasono, “ to turn to those portions of tlie theme that 
should possess a common interest, awaken common pride, 
and excite common felicitations. 1 now propose to say a 
fbw words on that part of our natural philosophy which is 
connected with the planetary system, the monikin location 
— and, as a consequence from both, the creation of the 
world.” 

“Although dying with impatience to be enlightened on 
all these intei'csting points, you will grant me leave to 
inquire, en passant^ Dr. Reasono, if your savants receive the 
Mosaic account of the creation or not.” 

“ As far as it corroborates our own system, sir, and no 
f.irther. There would be a manifest inconsistency in our 
giving an antagonist validity to any hostile theory, let it 
come from IMoses or Aaron ; as one of your native good 
eeiise aud subsequent cultivation will readily perceive.” 

“ Permit me to intimate. Dr. Reasono, that the distinc- 
tion your philosophers take in this matter, is directly 
opposed to a very arbitrary canon in the law of evidence, 
wliich dictates the necessity of repudiating the whole of a 
witness’s testimony, when we repudiate a part.” 

“ Tha* may be a human, but it is not a monikin distinc- 
tion. So far from admitting the soundness of the principle, 
we hold tiiat no monikin is ever wholly right, or tliat ne 
will be wholly right, so long as he remains in ilie least 



THK MOSIKTXS. 


141 


□mler the influence of matter; ami we therefore winnow 
the false from tlie true, rejecting the former as worse than 
useless, while we take the latter as the nutriment of tacts. 

I now repeat mv apologies for so often interrupting 
you, venerable ami learncl sir; ami I entreat you will not 
waste another moment in replying to my interrogatones, hut 
proceefl at or.ee to an exi.hmation of yonr planetary system, 
or of any other little thing it may suit your convenience to 
mention. When one listens to a real philosopher, one is 
certain to learn something that is either useful or agreeable, 

let the subject be what it may.” 

“By the monlkiu pliilosophy, gentlemen.” contimicfl Dr. 
Reaso'no, “we flivkle the great component parts of this earth 
into laml ami water. These two principles we terin the 
primary elements. Human philosophy has aihlefl air ami 
fire to the list; but these we reject either entirely, or admit 
them only as secondary elements. 1 hat neither air nor fii e 
is a primary element, may he proved by experiment. Thus, 
air can be formed, in the (piality of gases, can he rendered 
pure or foul; is dependent on evaporation, being no more 
than ordinary matter in a state ot high refraction. 1' ire 
has no independent existence; re(pures fuel for its support, 
and is evidently a properly that is derived from the combi- 
nations of other principles. Thus, by putting two or more 
billets of wood together, by rapid friction you produce fire. 
Abstract the air suddenly, and your fire becomes extinct; 
abstract the wood, and you have the same result. From 
these two experiments it is slinwn that fire has no independ- 
ent existence, and therefore is not an element. On the 
the other hand, take a billet of wood and lot it be compK tidy 


saturated witli water ; the wood acquires a new property 
(as also by the application of fire, wliich converts it into 
ashes and air), for its specific gravity is increased.it becomes 
less inrtammahle, emits vapor more readily, and yields less 
readily to the blow of the axe. Place the same hilk-t under 
u powerful screw, and a vessel bene.ith. Compress the bil- 
let, and by a suflicient application of fuco, you will have 
the w'ood, perfectly diy, left beneath the screw, and the 
vessel will contain water. Thus is it shown that land (all 
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vegetable matter being no more tiian fungi of the earth) is 
a primary element, and that water is also a primary ele- 
ment; while air and fire are not. 

“ Having established the elements, I sliall, for brevity’s 
sake, suppose the world created. In the beginning, the orb 
was placed in vacuum, stationary, aud with its axis perpen- 
dicular to the plane of wliat is now culled its orbit. Its 
only revolution was the diurnal.” 

“ And the chanijes of the seasons ? ” 

“ Ilad not yet taken ))Iace. The days and nights were 
eo.ial; there were no eclipses; the same stars were always 
visible. This state of the earth is supposed, from certain 
geological proofs, to have continued about a lliousand years 
duriinr which time tlie slrntrsle between mind and inutlcJ 
was solely confined to quadrupeds. Man is lliought tc 
have made his appearance, so far as our documents go U 
establish the fact, about tbe year of the world 1003- 
About this period, too. it is supposed tliat fire was gen 
erated by the friction of the earth's axis, while making the 
diurnal movement ; or, as some imagine, by the friction ot 
the periphery of tlie orb, rubbing against vacuum at tlui 
rate of so many miles in a minute. The fire, penetrating 
the crust, soon got access to the bodies of water that fill the 
cavities of the earth. From this time is to be dated the 
existence of a new and most importaut agent in tlie terres- 
trial plienomciia, called steam. Vegetation now began to 
appear, as the earth receive*! warmtli from within” — 

Pray, sir, may I ask in what manner all the animals 


existed previously ? ’* 

“ By feeding on each other. The strong devoured the 
weak, until the most diinin-Jtive of tiic animalcnla was 
readied, wlien these turned on their persecutors, and, profit- 
ing by tlicir in'^igiiilicancc, commenced devouring tlie strong- 
est. You liml diily parallels to tliis jdienomena in the 
history of man. He who by liis energy and force has tri- 
umphed over liis equ ds, is frequently tlie prey of the insig- 
nificant and vile. You doubtless know tliat tlie polai re* 
g'ons, even in the original attitude of the earth, owing to 
Vlieir receiving the rays of the sun obliquely must have pos* 
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sensed a less genial climate than the parts of the that 
lie between the arctic ami tlie antarctic circles, ibis was a 
wise provision of rrovidence to jirevent a premature occm 
iiation of those cliosen re^zions, or to cause tliem to Itc left 
uninhabited, until mind bud so fur mastered^ mutter as to 
have brought into existence the fn>t nionikiu.” 

“ Jiluy i venture to ask to what epoch you refer the aj)- 

pearauce of tlie first of your species? 

“To the monikin epoeba, beyond a doubt, sir; but if yon 
mean to ask in what year of the world this event took 
jdace, I should answer, about the year 4017. It is true 
that certain of our writers alfuct to think that divers —cn 
were approaching to the sublimation of the monikin mind, 
previously to ibis period ; but tlie better oiiiiiion is, that 
these cases were no more than wliat arc termed premoni- 


tory. Thus, Socrates, Plato, Confucius, Aristolle, Ku<-lid, 
Zeno, Diogenes, and Seneca, wore merely so many admon- 
ishing types of tlie future condition of man. iiidieaiing their 
near apju'oaeh to the moinUin, or to the final translation. 

“And ICpicurus” — 

“Was lui exaggeration of the material principle, that de- 
noted the retrogres>ioii of a large portion of the race to- 
ward brutalilv and matter. These plienomena are still of 


daily occurrence.” 

“ Do you then hold the opinion, for instance, Dr. Pea- 
sono, that Socrates is now a monikin pliilosoplier, with his 
hrain unraveled and rendered logically consecutive, and 
that Epicurus is transformed percliance into a hippopotamus 
or a rhinoceros, with tu>ks, horns, and hide?” 

“You quite mistake our dogmas, Sir John. Wc do not 
believe in transmigration in the individual at .all, but in tlie 
transmigration of classes. Thus, we bold that whenever a 
given generation of men, in a peculiar state of society, attain, 
in the aggregate, a certain degree of moral improvement, or 
mentality, as we term it in the schools, that there is an ad- 
mixture of their qualities in masses, some believe by scores, 
others think by hundreds, and otliers again pretend by thou* 
sands; and if it is found, by the analysis that is regularly 
instituted by nature, tliat the proportions are just, the mate* 
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rial is consigned to the monikin birth ; if not, it is repudi- 
ated, and either kneaded anew for another human experiment, 
or cotisigued to the vast stores of dormant matter. Thus all 
individuality, so far as it is connected with the past, is lost.” 

“ But, sir, existing facts contradict one of the most im- 
portant of your propositions ; while you admit that a want 
of a change in the seasons would be a consequence of the 
j»erpe’.ulicular.‘y of tlie earth’s axis to the plane of its pres- 
ent orbit, this change in the seasons is a matter not to be 
deniid. Flesh and blood testify against you here, no less 
than reason.” 

“ I spoke of things as they were, sir, previously to the 
birth of the monikinla; since wliich time a great, salutary, 
harmonious, and contemplated alteration has occurred. Na- 
ture liad reserved the polar regions for tho new species, 
with divers obvious and benevolent purposes. It was ren- 
dered uninhabitable by the obli(|uity of the suns rays; and 
though matter, in the shape of mastodons and whales, with 
an instinct of its antagonistic de«tination, had frequently in- 
vaded their precincts, it was only to leave the remains of 
tlie first imbedded in fields of ice, memorials of tlic useless- 
ness of struggling against destiny, and to furiiisli proofs of 
tlie same great trutii in the instance of the others ; who, if 
tliey did enter the polar basins as masters of the great deep, 
either left their bones there, or returned in the same char- 
acters as they went. From the appearance of animal 
nature on the earth, down to the period when the monikin 
race arose, the regions in question were not only miinliab- 
ited, but virtually uninhabitable. When, however, nature, 
always wary, wise, beueficent, and never to be thwarted, 
liad prepared the way, those phenomena were exliibited 
that cleared the road for tlie new species. I have allmled 
to the uteriial struirgle between fire and water, and to their 
progeny, steam. This new agent was now required to act. 
A moment’s attention to the manner in whicli the next 
great step in the progress of civilization was made, will show 
with what foresight and calculation our common mother had 
established her laws. Tlie earth is flattened at the poles, 
as is weU imagined by some of tho human philosophers, in 
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fonsenvience of its (liuriiul movement commencing while 
hall was still in a state of fusion, which naturally threw oh 
a portion of the uiikiieaded matter toward tlio periphery. 
Tliis was not done without the desi<;n of accomplishing a 
desired end. The matter that was thus accumulated at tho 
equator, was necessarily abstracted from otlier parts ; and 
in this manner the crus't of the globe became thinnest at the 
poles. 'When a suinciency of steam had hoen gonoratc<l in 
the centre of a hall, a safety-valve was evidently necess:n-y 
to prevent a total disruption. As there was no other ma- 
chinist than Nature, she worked with her own tools, and 
agreeably to iier own esUblished laws. The thinnest jior- 
tions of the crust opportunely yielded to prevent a catastio* 
phe, when the superlluous and heated va|K)r escaped, iti a 
right line with the earth’s axis, into vacuum. Tliis phe- 
nomenon occurred, as nearly as we have been able to as- 
certain, about the year 700 before the Chri>tian ora eoin- 
mcnced, or some two oenturies previously to the birth of 


the first inonikins.” 

“ And why so early, may I presume to inquire, doctor ? " 
“ Simply that there mlglit he time for the new climate to 
melt the ice that had accumulated about tlie islaiiils and 


continents of that region (for it was only at the southern 
extremity of the earth that the ox|)losion had taken place), 
in the course of so many centuries. Two hundred .Mid 
boventy years of the active and unremiltod agency of steam 
sufficed for this end ; since the accomplishment of which, tho 
monikin race luis been in tiie uinhsturhed enjoyment of tlio 
whole territory, toijetlier witli its blessed fruits.” 

“ Am I to understand,*’ asked Captain Poke, with more 
intere.st liian he had before manifested in the philosopher’s 
lecture, that your folks, wlien at hum’, live to the soulh'ard 
of the belt of ice that we mariners always fall in with some- 
where about the parallel of 770 south latitude?” 

“Precisely so — alas! that we should, this day, he so far 
from those regions of peace, delight, intelligence, and salu- 
brity ! Put the will of Providence be done! — d<.mhtlos3 
there is a wise motive for our captivity and sulVerings, which 

may yet lead to the further glory of tho mouikiu race ! ” 

10 
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Wi]] jou hare the kindness to proceed n ith yonr er« 
planutions, doctor ? If you deny the annual revolution of 
tlje earth, in wliat manner do you account foi the changes 
of the seasons, and other astronomical plienoi. ena, iMcli is 
tlie eclipses which so frequently occur?” 

“ You remind me tliat the subject is not yet exhausted,'* 
the pliilosoplier hurriedly rejoined, hastily and covertly dash- 
ing a tear from his eye. ** Prosperity produced some of its 
usual etlects among the founders of our species. For a few 
centuries tl»ey uent on muliij)lying in numbers, elongating 
and rendering still more consecutive their cauda.', improving 
in knowle<lge and tlie arts, until some spirits, more auda- 
cious than the rest, became restive under tiic slow march of 
evcnia, v.liicb led them toward {lerfection at a rate ill-suited 
to their fiery impatience. At tliis time, the mechanic arts 
were at the highest pitch of perfection amongst us — we 
have since, in a great measure, abandoned them, as unsuited 
to, and unnecessary for, an advanced state of civilization — 
we wore clothes, cotjstructcd canal-, ami etfeefed other works 
tijat Vere greatly esteemed tunong the species from uhicli 
we had emigrate*!. At iliis time, also, the whole monikin 
family lived together as one peo|'Ie, eiijoyeil the same laws, 
and pursued the same objects. But a political sect aiDse iri 
the region, under the direction of misguided and hot-headed 
lea<lers, who brouglit down upon us tlie just judgment of 
Providence, and a multitude of evils that it will require ages 
to rcincflv. This sect soon liad recourse to religious fanati- 
cism and philosophical sophisms, to attain its emls. It grew 
rupiilly in power and numbers; for we inonikins, like men, 
as I have liad occasion to observe, are seekers of novelties. 
At last it proceede*! to absolute overt acts of treason against 
the laws of Providence itself. Tlie first violent demonstra- 
tion of its madness and folly was, setting up the doctrine 
that injustice had been done the monikin race, by causing 
the safety-valve of the world to be opened within their 
region. Although we were manifestly indebted to tliis very 
circumstance for the benignity of our climate, the v.ilue of 
our possessions, the general lieahhtulnuss ot our families — 
Lay, for our separate eiitteuce itscll, as au indepeudent sp& 
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ties, yet tliJ tlic.^c excited and ill-jud.udn" wrolclics absolutely 
war Ujiuii the most benevolent and the most imoqui /- 
ocal friend they had. Spocious promises led to tliewics, 
theories to de(?lauiations, declamation (o combination, eombi- 
nation to demmeiation, and demmciaiinn to open host iiiiies. 
The matter in Hspute was debated for two geneiations, win ii 
the neccs.>ary deirrec of ma<lness havin;( l)een excited, the 
leaders of tlie party, who by this time bad worked tbem- 
Bclves thi-on”h their hobby, imo the general control of tlio 
monikin atbdrs, called a meeting of all their paitisans ami 
passc<l certain resolutions, wbii h will never be Idotteil troin 
the monikin memory, so fatal were their cnnsequences, so 
ndnousfor a lime, their cHecls! They were conceived in 
the following terms : — 


“ ‘ At a full and ovordowing meeting of the most monikin- 
ized of llie monikin race, lioldeii at the house of I’eleg Pat 
(we still used tlie liuman appellatii)iis, at lliat ejK>eli). in the; 
vear of the world dllliT, and of the monikin ora bl(. Plan- 
sible Shout was called to the chair, ami Kcady Quill wjis 

named sc'cretarv. 

% 

After several excellent and eloquent addrcs«es from ul! 
present, it was unaniinou>ly r<‘>olved as follows, namely: — 

‘‘‘That steam is a curse, and not a blessing; :ind that it 
deserves to be denounce*! by all patriotic and triu* monikins. 

“ * Tbat we ileem it the hoigbtot' oppros>i(m and inju'lice 
ir. Nature, tliut she has placed llui great safety-valve of tho 
world within the lawful limits of the monikin territiu les. 

“ ‘ That the saiil safetv-valvo ought to be reinovcil forth- 
with ; and that it shall be so removed, peaceably if it can, 
fjrciblv if it tuust. 

“‘That we cordially approve of the senlbnonts of dolm 
Jaw, our present estimable chief magistrate, the incorrupti- 
ble [lariVan, the imdauuted friend of his friends, the uneom- 
promisiiig enemy of steam, ami the sumid, pure, ortho*los:, 
and true monikin. 

“‘That we recommend the said Jaw to the conlhlcncoof 

tdl mniiikuis. 

‘“That wc call upon the country to sustain us in ou? 
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great, holy, and glorious design, pledging ourselves, poster* 
ity, the bones of our ancestors, and all who have gone before 
or who may come after us, to the faithful execution of our 
intentions. 

“ ‘ Signed, Plausible Shout, Chairman. 

“‘Ready Quill, Secretary." 


“ No sooner were these resolntions promulgated (for in- 
stead of being passed at a full meeting, it is now understood 
they were drawn up between Messrs. Shout and Quill, under 
the private dictation of Mr. Jaw), than the public mind began 
seriously to meditate proceeding to extremities. That per- 
fection in the mechanic arts which had hitherto formed our 
iiride and boast, now proved to be our greatest enemy. It 
is thought that the leaders of this ilWirected party meant, 
ill truth, to confine themselves to certain electioneering 
effects ; but who can stay the torrent, or avert the current of 
prejudice! The stream was setting against steain; tlie 
whole invention of tlie species was put in motion ; and in one 
vear from the i>assage of tlie resolutions I have recited, 
iuountains were transported, endless piles of rocks were 
lltrown into the gulf, arches were constructed, and die hole 
of the safety-valve was hermetically sealed. You will form 
some idea of the w.aste of intelligence and energy on this 

occasion, when I. add that it was found, by actiud observation, 
tliat this artificial portion of the earth was thicker, stronger, 
and more likely to be durable than the natural. So far did 
infatuation lead the victims, that they actually caused the 
v/hole region to be sounded, and, having ascertained the pre- 
cise locality of the thinnest portion of the crust, John Jaw, 
,nd all the most zealous of his followers, removed to tho 
not, where tl.ev cstablishe<l the seat of their government in 

triumph. All this time Nature rested upon her 

c«.,scious fo.ee. It was not lo„s. l.o.vcvcr b o 
, .,r a..eosto,-s began to perceive the <=o..scqnc,.ces of tbm 
J.ct, in the increase of the cold, in the scarcity ^ 

ia tlie rapid augmentation of the ice. Ibc mom 
u.m is easily awakened in favor of any plausilde t' 
it invariably yields to physical pressure. ^o doubt tho 
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human rac^, better furnished with the materia! of physical 
resistance, does not exhibit so much of tins wealaiess. 

but”— , , . , 

“Do not flatter us with the exception, docttr. 1 tin<l sO 

many points of rcseinblanee between us, that I really bej'iii 

to tliiiik we must have liad the same oriiiin , and if yon 

would only admit that man is of the secondary formation. 

and the moiiikius of tlic primary, I would accept tlic uliole 

of your philosopliy without a moment’s delay.” 

As such an admission would he contrary to both fact and 
doctrine, I trust, my dear sir, you will see the utter im|) 0 s;a- 
bility of a Professor in ibc University of Leapbi^b makirn; 
the concession, even in this remote part of the world. As I 
was about to observe, the i>eople be^an to betray uneasiness 
at the iiicreasin '5 and constant inclemency of the weatlier; 
and Mr. John Jaw found it necessary to stimnhito their pas- 
sions by a new development of iiis juineiples. Ills fi ieiids 
and partisans were all assembled in the great square of I bo 
new capital, and the following resolutions were, to use the 
language of a handbill that is still preserved in the arebives 
of the Leaphigh Ili-torical Society (for it wouM seem they 
were printed bt-fore tbov were passed), ‘unanimously, enthu- 
siastically, and linally adopted,’ namely : — 


“ ‘ Resolccdy That this meeting lias the utmost contempt 
for steam. 

“ ‘ Rc&ohed, That this meeting defies snow, and sterility, 
f.nd all other natural disadvantages. 

“ ‘ Resolved^ That we live forever. 

Resolved., That w’c will bencvforward go naked, ns tba 
TNOst elfectual means of setting the frost at ileliancc. 

“ ‘ Resolved, That we arc now over the thinnest part of 
the earth's crust in the ]mlar regions. 

Resolved, That henceforth we will support no nr.onikin 
for any public trust, who will not give a pledge to juit out 
all bis lircs, and to dispense with cooking altogether. 

^ Resolved., That we are animated by the true spirit of 
liatriotism, reason, good faith, and firmness. 

“ ‘ Resolved, That this meeting now adjourn sine die* 
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‘‘ ^\e are told that the last resolution was just carrul 
acclamation, when Nature arose in her might, and took ample 
vengeance lor all her wrongs. The great boiler of the earth 
bui*st, witii a tremendous explosion, carrying away, ns the 
thinnest part of the workmanship, not only John Jaw, 
and all his partisans, but foi iy thousand square miles of ter- 
ritory. Tlie last that was seen of them was about thirty 
seconds after the occurrence of the explosion, when the whole 
mass disappeared near the nortljeru horizon, going at a rate 
a little surpassing that of a cuuuou-ball which has just left 
its "un.” 


King ! ” exclaimed Noah ; 


*• tliat is what we sailors call 


‘ to cut and run.’'’ 


“ Was nothing ever heard of 3Ir. Jaw and his compatiioiis, 
my good doctor ?” 

“ Nothing tliat could be depended on. Some of our nat- 
uralists assume that the monkeys which frequent the other 
parts of tlie earth are their descendants, who, stunned hy 
tlie shock, have lost tlieir reasoning j)owers, wliile, at the 
same time, they show glimmerings of their origin. This is. 
in truth, the better opinion of our savanls ; and it is usual 
with us, to distinguisli all the human species of monkeys by 
tk.3 name of ‘the lost luonikins.* Since my caiJlivity, 
clianse lias thrown me in the way of several ot these uni* 
inals, tvlio w’ere equally umler the control of the cruel Savoy- 
ards; and in conversing with them, in order to inquire into 
their traditions and to trace the analogies of language, I 
have been led to tliiuk there is some foundation for the 
opinion. Of this, however, hereafter.” 

Pray, Dr. Keasono, what became of the forty thousand 
tqiiarc miles of territory ? ” 

“Of tiiat we have a better account; for one of our ves- 


sels, which was far to the northward, on an exploring expe- 
dition, fell in witli it in longitude 2^ irom Leaphigh, latitude 
6® S., and by her means it was ascertained tliat divers 

islands had been already formed by falling fragments ; and, 

judging by the direction of the main body when last seen, 
the fertility of that part of the world, and various geologic:;] 
proofs, we hold that the great western archipelago is the 


deposit of the remainder.” 
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A.ul the monikin region, sir — u IkH wa. ike coiiseq'-ieuc o 
of this phenomenon to tint part of iho worl-l ’ 

» Awful— sul)liiuc— various— uml.kirakle! llie u.ore 

important, or the i.er.sonal consequenees, shall he in-ntum.-a 
first. Fully one tliinl of the monikin spcL-ies were sc;.! i 
to death. *A great many contracle.l a>thums ami oth' i 
diseases of tke lungs, l.y inhaling steam. kinst ot the 
hridgcs were swept au;iy by the suddm im-liing ot ilie snow-, 
and large stores of |u-ovidoiis were sp.iiled l.y the une.vpeeted 
appearance and violent character of the thaw. Thc.e may 
he enumerated among the unpleasant consequences. Aimuig 
the pleasant, wo esteem a tinal and agreeahle iiiclioraUon 
of the climate, whidi regained most ot its aiicu nt char;ictcr, 
and a rapid and di>tinet elongation of our candiC, hy a sud- 
den ac.juisilion of wisdom. 

‘•The secondarv, or the tcnv.strial con-cquenccs, were ns 
follows: I>y the suddenness and foiec witli which f^o mm h 
steam rushed into spa.a-, tinding its onllct several degrees 
from tlie pole, the earth was eante.l from its p.-rpcndicidar 
attitude, and remained li.xe.l, with its axis having an inclina- 
tion of ‘id® *27' to liie plane of its orliit. At llie same time 
the orb began to move in vacmim, and, restrained by nnlagi* 
nistic attractions, to perform what is calle.l its annual lev 


olution.” 

“ I can verv well understand, friend Iveasono.” observed 
Noah, “why the ’arih should heel under so smlden a (law. 
though a well-ballasted ship would right again when the 
puiV \v,is over ; but I cannot under.staud how a llllle steam 
leaking out at one end of a craft shouhl set her agoing at 

9 O O 


the rate we ,are told this world travels.” 

“ If the escape of the steam were constant, the diurnal 
motion giving it every moment a new position, the earth 
would not he propelled in its orbit, of a certainty, Captal’^i 
I’oke ; but as, in fact, this escape of the steam has the char- 
acter of impulsion, being periodic;il and regular. Nature has 
onkiined that it shall occur hut once in the twentv-hmr 
hours, and tins at such a time as to render its action uniform, 
and its impuFion always in the same directon. The prim 
tiple ou which the earth receives this impetts, can bo easily 
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iilustrated by a familiar cx|)erimeiit. Take, for ir stance, ft 
double-barreled fowling-piece, load both barrels with extra 
f|uantitics of pow’der, introduce a ball and two wads into 
cacli barrel, place the breech witliiii inches of llio 

abdomen, and take care to fire both barrels at once. In 
this case, the balls will give an examj)Ie of the action of the 
forty thousand square miles of territory, and the person 
experimenting w’ili not fail to imitate the impulsion, or the 
backwaid movement of the earth.” 

“ Wliile I do not deny that such an experiment w’ould 
be likely to set both parties in motion, friend Rcasono, I do 
not see why the ’arth should not finally stop, as the man 
would be sure to do, after lie hud got through with hopping, 
and kicking, and swearing.” 

The reason wliy the earth, once set in motion in vactuim, 
does not stop, can also be elucidated by experiment, as fol- 
lows ; Take CapUiin Noah Poke, provided as lie is by 
nature with legs and the power of motion ; leail him to tlie 
Place Vendomc; cause him to pay three sous, w’hich will 
gain him admission to the b:isc of the column; let him 
ascend to the summit; thence let him leap with all his en- 
ergy, in a direction at riglit angles with tlu3 shaft of the 
column, into the 0 |>en air ; and it will be found tliat, tliougb 
the original impulsion wouhl not probably impel the body 
more than ten or twelve feet, motion would continue until 
it had readied the earth. Corollary : hence it is proved 
tliat all Iwdies in which tlie vis inertia has been overcome 


will continue in motion, until they come iu contact with 
some {jower capable of stopping them.” 

“ King ! Do you not think, Mr. Rcasono, that the ’arth 
makes its circuit, as much owing to this said steam ot yours 
filnjving, as it were, always a little on one side, acting thereby 
in some fashion as a rudder, which causes her to keej) wear- 


ing, as wc seamen call it, and as big crafts take more room 
than small ones in wearing, wliy, she is compelled to run so 
many millions of miles, before, as it were, she comes up to 
llio wind ag'in? Now, there is rciison in such an idee; 
,¥hcreas, I never could reconcile it to my natur', ihat^ tlu.so 
Lttlc bits of stars should keep a craft like the ’arth in hei 
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course, with such a Jevll of a uay on her, - -c knmy in 


reason she must Iiavo, to nm so 


fhr ill a twelvemoiiili. 


Wliy, the smallest yaw— ami. for a hooker of Ikt keel, • 
thousaiul miles wouMn't be a broader yaw than a huia red 
feet ill a ship — the smallest yaw wouhl semi her aboard ot 
the Jupiter, or the JIarcurv, when there would hr a smadi- 
iu.r of out-board uoik sucli as mortal never K-tore w.t- 

0 

nessed ! ” 

•‘AVe rather lean to tlie opinion of the emcaey ct it'.vac- 
tion, sir; nor do I see that your proposition wuuhi at, uU 

obviate your own objection.” 

Then, sir, I will just explain myself. Let us suppose 
there was a steamer with a hundred miles of keel ; let us 
suppose the steam up, and the craft witli a broad olfinj^ ; 
let us suppose her helm lashed hard a-port, and she goini' nt 
llie rate of ten thousand knots the lumr, wilhiuit bringing 
up or shortening sail for years at a lime. Now, all this 
being admitted, what would he her course ? A\ hy, sir, any 
child could tell you, she would keep turning in a cirele of 
some fifty or a hundred thousand miles in clreiimlereiiee ; 
and such, it appears to me, it is much more rational to sup- 
pose is llie natur’ of tlie ’arlli's traversing, than all this 
stceriu" small among stars and attractions.” 

“Tliere is truly something very plausible, Captain Poke, 
in your suggestion ; ami I propose that you shall juolit by 
the first occasion to lay your opinions on the subject, more 
at large, before tlic Academy of Leapliigh.” 

“ AVith all my heart, doctor; for 1 hold that knowledge, 
like good liquor, is given to he passed round from one to 
another, and not to be gulped in a corner by any particular 
individle. And now I’m throwing out hints of this natur’ 

1 will just intimate another, that you may add to your next 
demonstration, by w.ay of what you call a corollary ; which 
is this, — that is to say, — if all you tell us about the burst- 
ii g of the boiler, and the polar kick be true, then is tlie 
‘a.th the first steamboat that was ever invenled, and the 
boastings of llie French, and the English, and the Span- 
iards, and the Italians, on this point, are no more than so 
much smoke.” 
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“ And of the Americans, too, Captain Poke,” I venturel 
to observe. 

“ Sir John, that is as it may happen. I don't well 

see how Fulton could have stolen the idee, seeing that he 
did not know the doctor, and most probably never heard of 
Leapliigh in his life.” 

AVe all smiled, even to the amiable Cliatterissa, at the 
nicety of the navigator’s distinctions ; and the jdiilosophcr’a 
lecture, in its more didactic form, being now virtually at ai. 
end, a long aad desultory conversation took place, in which 
a multitude of ingenious questions were put by Captain 
Poke and mysedf, ami wliicli were as cleverly answered hy 
the doctor and his friends. 


At length. Dr. Peasono, who, jdiilosopher as he was, and 
much as he loved science, had not given himself all this 
trouble witliout a view to v.diat are called ulterior consider- 
ations, came out with a frank cxjwsc of his wislics. Acci- 
dent had apparently combined all llie means for gratifying 
the bui'iiing desiie I Iietrayi'd to be let into fui'thcr detahs 
of tlie monikin polity, morals, philoso[)hy. and all the other 
great social interests of tlie part of the world they iiiliahit. 
I was wealthy beyond l)ounds. ami the c({nipment of a 
pi'oper vessel wnnld lie an expenditure of no moment; both 
tlie doctor ami Lord Chatteriiio were good practical geog- 
rapliers, nher tliey were once witliin tlic iiarallel of 77” 
soutli. and Captain* I*oke, according to his own account of 
himself. Iiad passed half his life in jioking about among llm 
sterile ami uninhahiteil islands of the frozen ocean. hal 
was there to prevent the most earnest wishes of all jnesent 
from being gratified? Tlie captain was out of employ- 
meut, amlTio\loubt would be glad to get the command of 
a good tiglit se-i-hoat ; the strangers pined for home, and it 
was my most aidcnt wi.'h to increase my stake in societj, 

b}' taking a further interest in monikins. 

On ti'.is hint, I frankly made a proposal to the old sealer, 
to undertake the task oi restoring these amiable 
li<ditencd strangers to their own firesides and families. Ino 
captain soon began to discover a little of his Stnnin tiio 
pre pensity ; for the more I pressed the nmlter on him. the 
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more rc.-iriny he fouiul ol.jectiu..s. The sevorul nujtives ho 
urged for dediiiiiig the proposul, nuiy be suceiucUy gi\ eii 

as follows : — , » i 

It was true tliat he wanted eniidovment, but theti lie 

wanted to see Stuiiin'iun loo; be doubteil wbelbcr monke} a 
would make good sailors; it was no joke to nm in among 
the ice, and it might be still less of one to lind onr way 
l.ack again ; be bad seen ibe bodies of d. ad seals and bears 
that were frozen as hard as stone, and which might, for an)- 
tiling he knew, have lain in that state a hundred years, and, 
for hi.s part, he should like to he huried when he was good 
for nothing else ; how ilid he know these monikins might 
not catch the men. when they had onec fairly got them in 
their eountrv, and strip them, and make them throw sum- 
mersets, as the Savoyards had compelled the doctor, and 
even the Lady Chatteri.-sa to do? — he knew he shotdd 
break his neck the very lirst (lap-jack ; if he v.(*re ten 
vears younger, perhaps he shonhl )iU<‘ the IroHc ; he did 
not helievo the right soit of craft eouhl he f«‘uml in Ivng- 
land, and for hi.s part, he lilce<l sailing un<h-r the star.s and 
stripes; he didn’t know hnt he might go if he had a crew 
of btunin’timners ; he always knew liuw to get along with 
such people ; he could scare one hy threatening to tell his 
marm how he hehaved. and bring another to reason hy 
hinting that the gals wonld shy iiiin if he waMi’t more ac- 
commodating ; then thcie miglit he no sucli place as Leap- 
high, after all ; or, if there was, he might never lind it ; as 
for wearing a bison-skin under the eijnator, it was (piite 
out of the question, a human skin being a lieavy load to 
carry in the calm latitude; and liually he didu’t exactly 
tee what he was to get by it. 

These ohjcclions were met, one by one, reversing the 
order in which they were made, and conuueiiciug with ;ho 
last. 

I ofTered a thousand jiounds sterling as the reward. 
This proposal brought a gleam of salUfaction into Noah’s 
eyes, though he shook his head, as if he thought it very 
little. It was then suggested that there was no doubt we 
should discover certain islands that were well stored with 
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eeals, and tliat I would waive all claims as owner, and that 
hereafter he might turn these discoveries to his own private 
account. At this bait he nibbled, and, at one time, I 
thought he was about to sutler himself to be caught. But 
he remained obstinate. After trying all our united rhet- 
oric, and doubling the ainount of the pecuniary offer, Dr. 
Reasouo luckily bethought him of the universal engine of 
human weakness, and tiie old sealer, who had resisted 
money — an intluencc of known eiRcacy at Stunin’tun — 
ambition, the secret of new sealing grounds, and all the 
ordiiiary inducements that might be thought to have weight 
with men of his class, was, in the end, hooked by his own 
vanity ! 

The philosopher cunningly expatiated on tlie pleasure 
there would be iu reailing a paper before the Academy of 
Leapliigh, on the subject of tlie captain’s peculiar views 
touching the earth’s annual revolution, and of the virtue of 
sailing planets, with their helms lashed hard a-port, when 
all the dogmatical old navigator’s scruples melted away bke 
iiiow in a thaw. 
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CHAPTER Xin. 


i 


CnA.rTEU OF 
CHAUACTKU — 
IKNCFS, WITH 


rREFARATIOKS — DISC fU>nN ATION TN 
A TIGHT ITT, AND OfHFR CUNVEN* 
SOME JUDGMENT. 


I SHALL pass lightly over tlie events of tlic succeeding 
mouth. During this time the whole party were trausfencMl 
to England, a proper ship had been bought and ciiuipi)e(l, 
llie family of strangers were put in quiet possession of their 
cabins, and I had made all iny arrangements for being ab- 
sent from England for the next two years. Tlic vessel was 
a stout-built, comfortable ship of about three hundred tons 
Ijimleu, and had been properly constructed to encounter the 
dangers of the ice. Her accommodations were snitahly 
arranged to meet all the exigencies of both inonikin and 
human wants, the apartments of the Indies being very 
properly separated from those of the gentlemen, an<l other- 
wise rendered decorous and commodious. The Lady Chat- 
terissa very pleasantly called their private room the fjynece^ 
which, as I afterward ascertained, was a term for the 
women’s a])artments, obtained from the Greek, the moni- 
khis being quite as much addicted as w’e are ourselves, to 
showing their acquiremeuts by the iiilroducliou of words 
from foreign tongues. 

Noah showed great care in the selection of the ship’s 
company, the service being known to be arduous, and the 
duties of a very responsible character. I'or this purpose, ho 
made a journey expressly to Liverpool (the ship lying in 
the Greenland Dock at London), where he w'as fortunate 
ciiougli to engage five Yankees, as many Englishmen, .wo 
Norw’cgians, ami a Swede, all of whom had been accus- 
tomed to cruising as near the poles as ordinary men ever 
succeed in reaching. Ho w;is also well suited iu his cook 
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ami mates; but I observed that lie had great dilTiculty in 
linding a cabiu-boy to his mind. More llian twenty applb 
cants were rejected, souie for the want of one qualiliciitioii, 
and some for the want of another. As I was present at 
several examinations of ditferent candidates for ine office, 
I got a little insight into liis manner of ascerluinlng their 
respective merits. 

'i'lie invariable jiractice was, first, to place a bottle of 
rum and a pitcher of water before the lad. and to order 
him to try his hand at mi.xing a glass of grog. Four ap- 
plicants wore incontinently rejected for manifesting a nat- 
uiul inaptitude at liitting the Jnate milieu, in this important 
part of the duty of a cabin-hoy. j\Iost of the candidates, 
however, were reasonably expert in the art ; and the cap- 
tain soon came to the next roipiisitc, which was, to say 
“ ISir,” in a tone, as Noah exjircsscil it. somewhere lietween 
the snap of a steel-trap and the memlicant whine of a beg- 
gar. Fourteen were lejected for deficiencies on this score, 
the captain remarking that most of them “ were the s.i’ciest 
blackguards” he had ever fallen in with. Wlien he had, 

O 

at length, found one who could mix a tumbler of grog, and 
answer “ Sir,” to his liking, he jiroccedcd to make experi- 
ments on their abilities in carrying a soup-tureen over a 
sliislied ])lank ; in wiping plates without a napkin, an<l 
williout using their sliirt-slecves ; in snulling candles with 
their lingcr.s ; in making a sofl bed with few materials be- 
sides hoards; in mixing tlie various compounds of burgoo, 
lobscousc, and dough (whicli he nHecteilly jnonounced 
dulf) ; in fattening pigs on beef bones, and ducks on the 
Bweepinirs of llie deck; in looking at molasses without 
licking his lips ; and in various other similar nccomplish- 
mctits. which lie maintained were as familiar to the cliildren 
of Stunin’tuu, as their singiiig-hooks and the Ten Command- 
ments. The nineteenili camlidate, to my uninstrueted 
eves, seemed perfect; hut Noah rejected him for the want 
of a qualify that he declared was indispensable to the quiet 
of the ship. It a])peared tiiat lie was too bony about au 
essential jiart of his anatomy, a peculiarity that was very 
dangerous lo a ca]>taiii. as he himself was ouoe so uufor- 
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turMe to put liis grcut toe out of joint, l.y U 'icking one 
of those ill-foimocl youngsters with unpreine.lttUeu vio- 
loucc ; a lluug t!mt was very apt to happtui to a in lu iii a 
hurry. Luckily, No. twenty passc^l, ami w u imine.ilutely 
proinotetl to tlie vacant hcrlh. Tlie very n.‘Xt «iay tlie -hip 
put to sea, in good comlition, and with every prospect ol a 
fortunate voyage. 

1 will here state that a general election occnried the 
treek before wo sailed; and I ran down to llousehiddcr 
and got my-e!f returnc<l. in order to protect the intei\‘sts 
of lh()se who had a natural right to look u[) to me tor lliat 
small favor. 


We discharged the pilot when we had the Scilly Islands 
over the latlrail, and ^Ir. Poke took coininaiid of the vessel 
in srood earnest. Coming down channel, he had done little 
more than ruininage about in tlie cabin, examine tlic lockers, 
and make bis foot accpiainted with tlie anatomy of l‘oor Hob, 
as the cabin-l)oy was called ; who. judi^ing from the amount 
of the ciptain’s practice, was a'lmirably well suiteil tor his 
station, in the great retjui>itc of a kickec. lint, tlie last 
bold of the la'i(l loosened by the departure of the pilot, our 
navigator came forth m -bis true colors, and showed the 
stutf of which he was really ma«le. The first thing l:c <lid 
was to cause a pull to he made on every halyard, howllue, 
and brace in the ship ; he then rattled otf both mati*s, in 
order to show them (as he afterward tohl me in confidence; 
that he was captain of liis own vessel ; gave the people to 
undorstaml he did not like to sj)eak twice on the same -.nh- 
ject and on the same occasion, whiih lie said was a pr'v- 
ilege he very willintlly left to congtissmen and women; 
and ihcu he appeared satisfied with himself and all aiouiid 


him- 


A week after we had taken our departure, I ventured to 
ask Captain Poke if it might not be well enough to take an 
observation, and to resort to some means in order to know 
wlicre the ship was. Noah treated this idea witli great 
disiespect. He could see no use in wearing out quadrants 
without any necessity for it. Our course was south, wo 
knew, for we were bound to .be south pole ; all wo had Ui 
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do was to keep America on the starboard, and Africa on 
tlie larboard hand. To be sure, there was something to be 
said about the trades, and a little allowance to be made for 
currents now and then ; but he and tlie sliip would get to 
be better acquainted before a great while, and then all 
would go on like clockwork. A few days after this con- 
versation, I was on deck just as day dawned, and to my sur- 
jirise, Noah, who was in his berth, called out to the mate, 
through the skylight, to let him know exactly how the land 
bore. No one had yet seen any land ; but at tins sum- 
mons we began to look about us, and sure enough there 
was an island dimly visiljle on the eastern board ! Its 
position by compass was immediately communicated to the 
captain, who seemed well satislied with the result. Renew- 
innf his admonition to the oflicer of the deck to take care 
and keep Africa on the larboard hand, he turned over in 
his bed to resume his nap. 

I afterward understood from the mates, that we had 
made a very capital fall upon the trades, and that we were 
getting on wonderfully well, though it was quite as great a 
mystery to them as it was to me, how the capl.'^in could 
know where tlie ship was ; for he had not touclicd his 
quadrant, except to wipe it with a silk handkerchief, sisice 
we left Knglaiid. About a fortnight after we had jiassed 
the Cape de Verds, Noah came on deck in a great rage, 
and began to storm at the mate and the man at the wheel 
for not kce[)iiig the sliip licr course. To this the former 
answered with spirit, that the only order he had received 
in a fortnight, was “ to keep her jogging south, allowing for 
variation,’' and that she was lieading at that moment ac- 
cording to orders. Hereupon, Noah gave Bob, wlio hap- 
pened to pass liiin just then, a smart application « posstenori, 
and sw'ore “ that the compass was as big a fool as the mate : 
that the ship was two points otl her course ; that south was 
herc-away, and not thcre-away ; that he knew by the feel of 
the wind that it had no northin’ in it, and we had got it 
aw;i^ on the quarter, whereas it ought to be for'ard 
beam ; that we were running for Rio instead of Leaphigh 
and that if we ever expected to get to the latter country , wo 
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njp.st haul up on a gocxl taut bowline.” Tlie mate, to ir.y 
surprise, suddenly acquiesced, and imraeduitely brouglit tl»« 
ship by the wind. Ho afterward told luc, in a lialt-wliisper, 
that the second mate having been sharpening some liar 
poons, had unwittingly left them much too close to the bin- 
nacle ; and that, in fact, the magnet had been attracted by 
them, so as to deceive the man at the wheel and himself, 
fully twenty degrees as to the real points of the compass. 1 
must say tl'iis llule occurrence greatly eiicouragetl me, leav- 
ing no doubt about our eventual and safe arrival us far, at 
leit, as the boundary of ice which separates tlie human 
from the mouikiu region, rrofting by tliis feeling of se- 
curity, I now began to revive the intercourse with the 
strangers, which hud been partially interrupted by the novel 
and disagreeable circumstances of a sea life. 

The Lady Chatterissa and her companion, as is mucli the 
case with females at sea, rarely left the ^ynicce ; but as wn 
di'cw near tlie eciuator, the pbilosopher and the young peer 
nasse<I most of tlieir time on deck, or aloft. Dr. Iteasono 


and I spent half of the mild nights in discussing subjects 
connected with mv future travels ; and, as soon as wo were 
well clear of the rain aud tlie thuuder and lightning of tlie 
calm latitudes, Captain Poke, Robert, and myself, began to 
study tlie language of Leapbigb. The cabin-boy was in- 
cluded ill this arrangement, Noah intimating we should liud 
it convenient to take him on sliore witli us, since a wisli to 
conceal iny destination had induced me to bring no servant 
along. Luckily for us, tlie monikin ingenuity bad greatly 
diminisiicd the labor of the acquisition. Tlie wliole lan- 
guage was spoken and written ou a system of decimals, 
which rendered it pariiculafly easy, after the elementary 
principles were once acquired. Thus, unlike most human 
tongues, ii. A’Q.cn the rule usually forms the exception, no 
departure irom its laws was ever allowed under the penalty 
of tlie pillory. This provision, the captain protested, was 
tlib best rule of them all, aud saved a vast deal of trouble ; 
for as ho knew by experience, a mau might be a perfect 
adept in the language of Stimin’tuii, aud then be laughed 

at iu New York for his pains. Tiio compreheusit euess of 

U 
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the tongue was also another great advantage ; though, like 
all other eminent advantages or excessive good, it was the 
next-door neighbor to as great an evil. Thus, as my Lord 
Ciiatterino obligingly explained, “ We-wilch-ii-me-cum;* 
means “ Madam, 1 love you from the crown of my Iiend to 
the tip of my tail ; and as I love no other lialf as well, it 
would make me tlie liappiest tnoiiikin on eartli, if you would 
consent to become my wife, that we might be models of do- 
mestic propriety before all eyes, from this time henceforth 
and forever,” In short, it was tlie usual and most solemn 
expression for asking in marriage ; and, by the laws of tiie 
land, was binding on the proposer until as formally declined 
by the other party. But, unluckily, the word “ we-switch- 
it-me-emn,” means “ Madam, I love you fiom tlie crown of 
my liead to tlie tip of my tail ; and, if I did not love another 
better, it Avould make me the liappiest monikin on earth, if 
you would consent to become my wife, that avc miglit ho 
models of domestic propriety before all eyes, from this time 
hcnccfoitli and forever.” Now, this distinction, subtle and 
insignificant as it was to the eye and the car, caused a vast 
deal of licart-buniing and disappointment among the young 
people of Lca[)liigh. Several serious lawsuits had grown 
out of this cause, aud two great political parlies had taken 
root ill the uiifoilunalo mistake of a young monikin of 
(juality, who happened to lis)>, and who used the fatal word 
indiscreetly. That feud, however, -was now happily ap- 
peased, having lasted only a century ; but it Avould be Avise, 
as Ave were all lliree baclielois, to take note of the distinc- 
tion. Captain Poke said ho thought, on the whole, ho Avas 
perfectly safe, as he Avas much ftccustometl to the use of the 
word “ switchel ; ” but he thought it might be very Avell to 
go before some consul as soon as the slii)) anchored, and 
enter a formal protest of our ignorance of nil those niceties, 
lest some adsantage should be takou of us by the reptiles 
of hiAvyers ; that he in particular was not a bachelor, aial 
that ]\Iiss Poke Avould be as furious as a hurricane, if, by an 
accident-, he should hajipen to forget himself. The matter 
Was deferred for future deliberation. 

About this time, too, I liad some more interesting con> 
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munications with Dr. Reasono. on the subject of the pn 
vate histories of all the {.arty of which he was the principal 
member. It would seem that the philosopher, though rich 
in learning, and the pro|)rietor of one of the best developed 
candcB in the entire monikin worM. was poor in the more 
vulgar attributes of monikin wealth. Wliile he be.-^towed 
freSy, therefore, from the stores of his philosophy, and 
through the medium of the Academy of Leaphigh, on all liis 
fellows, he was obliged to seek an c.?pecial recipient for his 
surplus knowledge, in the shape of a pupil, in ')rder to pio- 
vide for the small remains of the animal that still lingcietl 
iu his habits. Lord Chattcrino, the orphan heritor of one 
of the noblest and wealthiest, as well as one of the most 
ancient houses of Leaphigh, had been put umler Ids in- 
struction at a very tender age, as had mj' Laily Chatterissa 
under that of j\Irs. Lynx, with very much the same ohji“Cts. 
Tliis yomig and accomplished jiair had early di.<tiiigni,shed 
each other, in monikin society, for tlieir unusual graces of 
person, general attainments, mutual amiahleness of disposi- 
tion, harmony of thought, and soundness of principles. 
Everything was propitious to the gentle llaine wliich was 
kindled in the vestal bosom of Cliatterissa, and wliich was 


met by a passion so ardent ami so respectful, as that which 
glowed iu the heart of young No. 8, purple. Tlic friends 
of the respective parties, so soon as the budding sympatliy 
between them was observed, in order to prevent tlie blight 
of wishes so appropriate, Iiad called in tlie aid of the matri- 
monial surveyor-general of Leapldgli, an ollicer especially 
appointed by the king in council, whose duty it is to take 
cognizance of the pro[)rieties of all engagements that are 
likely to assume a character as grave and durable as that 
of marriage. Dr. lleasono showed me the certificate issued 
from the Marriage Department on this occasion, and which, 
in all his wanderings, he had contrived to conceal within 
the lining of the Spanish hat the Savoyards had compelled 
him to wear, and which lie still preserved as a document 
that was absolutely indispensable on his return to Leap- 
high ; else be would never be permitted to travel afoot in 
company with two young people of birth and of good esUUes, 
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who were of the different sexes. I translate tho certificate, 
as literally as the poverty of tbo English language will 
allow. 

Extract from the Book of Fitness, Jlarriage Department, 
Leapliigh, season of nuts, day of brightness. 

Vol. 7,213, p. 82. 

Lord Cliatterino : Domains; 126,952J acres of land; 
meadow, arable, and wood in just proportions. 

Lady Ciiatterissa ; Domains; 113,9994 acres ol land; 
mostly arable. 

Decree, as of record ; it is found that the lands of my 
Lady Ciiatterissa possess in quality what they want in 
quantity. 

Lord Cliatterino : Birth ; sixteen descents pure ; one 
bastardy — four descents pure — a suspicion — one de- 
scent pure — a certainty. 

Lady Ciiatterissa: Birth; six descents pure — three 
bastardies — eleven descents pure — a certainty — a sus- 
picion — unknown. 

Decree as of record ; it is found that the advantage is 
on the side of my Lord Chatterino, but the excellence of 
the estate on the other side is believed to equalize the 
parties. 

(Signed) No. 6, ermine. A true copy. 

(Countersigned) No. 1,000,003 ink-color. 

Ordered, that the parties make the Journey of Trial to- 
g'jthcr, under the charge of Socrates Reasoiio, 1 rofessor 
of Probabilities in the University of Leapliigh, LL. D., 
F. U. D. G. E., and of Mrs. Vigilance Lynx, licensed 

duenna. 

The Journey of Trial is so peculiar to the monikin sys- 
tem, and it might be so usefully introduced into our own, 
that it may be well to explain it. Wlienever it is found 
that a young couple are agreeable (to use a peculiarly an- 
glicized anglicism) in all the more essential requisites ox 
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matrimony, tliey are sent on the journey in question, 

under tbe^care of prudent and experienced mcntu. wi di 
a view to ascertain how far they may be able to support, 
in each others society, the ordinary vicissitudes ot ble. 
In the case of candidates of iJie more vul.<;ar classes, Iheio 
are olHcial overseers, who usually drag them through a few 
mud.puddles, and then set them to work at M,me bard 
labor that is especially prolitable to the public funclion- 
uries, who commonly get the greater part of their own 
Year's work done in this manner. But, as the moral juo- 
visions of all laws are invented less for those who owri 
1’2G,952| acres of land, divided into meadow, arable, and 
wood, in just proportions, than for those whose virtues are 
more likely to yield to the fiery ordeal of temptation, the 
rich and noble, after making a jiroper and usefnl mani- 
festation of their compliance with the usage, oriliiiarily re- 
tire to their country seals, where they jiuss tlie period of 
probation as agreeably as they can ; taking care to cause 
to be inserted in tlie Leaphigh gazette, however, occa- 
sional extracts from their letters, describing the pains ami 


hardships they are compelled to endure, for the consola- 
tion ami edilioation of those wlio have neither hiilh nor 
country houses. In a good many instances the journey is 
actually performed by proxy. But the case of my Lord 
Chatteriuo and my La<ly Cliatterissa formed an excep- 
tion even to these exceptions. It was ihunghl by tlie 
unthorities, that the attachment of a pair so illustrious 


offered a good occasion to distinguish the Leaphigh iinjiar- 
liulity; and, on the well-known principle which induces 
us sometimes to liang an earl in Kiigland, the young 
couple were commaiuleil actually to go forth with all useful 
eclat (secret orders being given to tlieir guanliuns to 
allow every possible indulgence, at the same time), in 
order that the lieges miglit see and exult in the sternness 
QUd integrity of their rulers. 

Dr. Rcasono had accordingly taken Ills departure from 
die capital for the mountains, where he instructed his 
wards in a practical commentary of the ups and downs of 
life, by exposing them on the verges of precipices and in 



166 


THE MOXIKINS. 


the delights of the most fertile valleys (which, as he justly 
observed, was the greater danger of the two), leading 
them over flinty paths, hungry and cold, in order to try 
their tempers ; and setting up establishments with the 
most awkward peasants for servants, to ascertain the depth 
of Chatterissa’s philosophy ; with a variety of similar in- 
genious devices, that will readily suggest themselves to all 
who liave any matrimonial experience, whether they live 
in palaces or cottages. When this part of tlie trial was 
successfully terminated (the result having shown that the 
gentle Chatterlssa was of proof, so far as mere temper 
was concerned), the whole party were ordered off to the 
barrier of ice, which divides the monikin from the human 
resfion, with a view to ascertain whether the warmth of 
their attacliment was of a nature likely to resist the freez- 
ing collisions of the world. Here, unfortunately (for the 
truth must be said), an unlucky desire of Dr. Keasono, 
who was already F. U. D. G. E., but who had a devour- 
ing ambition to become also 1\I. 0. R. E., led him into tlie 
extreme imprudence of pushing through an opening, 
where he had formerly discovered an island, on an ancient 
expedition of the same sort; and on which island he 
thought he saw a rock, that formed a stratum of what he 
believed to be a portion of the forty thousand square miles 
that were discomposed by the great eruption of the earth’s 
boiler. The pliilosopher foresaw a thousand interesting 
results that were dependent on the ascertaining of this 
portant fact ; for all the learning of Leaphigh^ having 
been exhausted, some five hundred years before, in estab- 
lishing t!»e greatest distance to which any fragment had 
been tliiown on that memorable occasion, great attention 
hud latterly been given to the discovery of the least dis- 
tatice any fragment had been hurled. Perhaps I ought to 
speak tenderly of the consequences of a learned zeal, but 
it was entirely owing to this indiscretion that the whole 
party fell into the bauds of certain mariners who were 
sealing on the northern shores of this very island (fi lends 
and neighbors, as it afterward appeared, of Captain Poke), 
who remorselessly seized upon the travellers, and sold 
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them to a nomeward-bound Indiaman wb.ob (boy aftor- 
waid fell in wilb near tbe island of St. IIelen.i St. 
HelLl the tomb of him who is n model to nil postent. 
for tbe moderation of bis desires, the simplicity of bis 
character, a deep veneration for truth, profound reveiencc 
for justice, unwavering fuilb, and a clear appreciation of 

•\Ve came in siiiht of the island m question, just as Dr. 
Reasono concluded his intero-sting narrative ; an-Hui iMug 
to Captain Poke, I solemnly asked that discenuug and 

shrewd seaman, — ^ n 

“If he did not think the future would fully avenge 

itself of the past — if history would not do ample justice 

to the miMity dead — if certain names would not he con- 

signed to everlasting infamy for chaining a hero to a rock; 

nnd whether his country, tlic land of freemen, would e%or 

have disgraced itself, by such an act of barbarism and 

vengeance?” 

The captain heard me very calmly : then deliberately 
helping himself to some tobacco, he replied, — 

“ Ilarkee, Sir John. At Stunin’tun, when we catch a 
ferocious critter’, wc always put it in a cage. I’m no 
great mathematician, as I've often told you ; but if my 
doff bites me once, I kick him — twice, I beat him — 
thrice, I chain him.” 

Alas ! there are minds bo unfortunately constituted, 
that they have no sympathies with the sublime. All their 
tendencies are direct and common-sense like. To such 
men, Napoleon appears little better than one who lived 
among his fellows more in the character of a tiger than in 
that of a man. They condemn him because he could not 
reduce his owm sense of the attributes of greatuess to the 
level of their homebred morality. Among this number, it 
would now seem, was to be classed Captain Noah Poke. 

A wish to relate the manner in which Dr. Reasono and 
his companions fell into human hands, has caused me to 
overlook one or two matters Df lighter moment, that 
should not, in justice to myself, however, be entirely 
omitted. 
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iien we had been at sea two days, a very agreeable 
surprise for the monikin party was prepared and executed. 
I liad caused a certain number of jackets and trousers 
to be made of tlie skins of different animals, such as 
dogs, cats, sheep, tigers, leopards, hogs, etc., etc., with the 
proper accompaniments of snouts, hoofs, and claws; and, 
when the ladies came on deck, after breakfast, their eyes 
were no longer offeuded by our rude innovations upon 
nature, but tlie wliole crew wore flying about the rigging, 
like so many animals of the different species named. 
Noah and myself api)eared in the cliaracters of sea-lions, 
the former having intimated that he understood the nature 
of that beast better than any other. Of course, tliis deli- 
cate attention was properly appreciated, and handsomely 
acknowledged. 

I had taken the precaution to order imitation-skins to be 
made of cotton, which were worn in the low latitudes ; 
and, as we got near the Falkland Islands, the real skins 
were resumed, with promptitude, and, I might add, with 
pleasure. 

Noah had, at first, raised some strong objections to the 
scheme, saying that he should not feel safe in a ship 
manned and oflicered altogether by wild beasts ; but, at 
last, he came to enjoy the thing as a good joke, never fail- 
ing to hail the men, not by their names as formerly, but, 
as he expressed it himself, “by their naturs;” calling out 
“ You cat, scratch this ; ” “ You tiger, jump here ; ” “ You 
hog, out of that dirt “ You dog, scamper there “You 
horse, haul away,” and divers other similar conceits, that 
singularly tickled lus fancy. The men themselves took 
up the ball, which tlicy kept rolling, embellished with all 
sorts of nautical witticisms ; their sui name — they had 
but one, namely, Smith — being entirely dropped for tlio 
new appellations. Thus, the sounds of “ Tom Dog,” 

“ Jack Cat,” “ Bill Tiger,” “ Sam Hog,” and “ Dick 
Horse,” were flying about tlie decks from morning to niglit. 

Good humor is a great alleviator of bodily privation. 
From the time the ship lost sight of Staten Land, we had 
heavy weather, with hard gales from the southward and 
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westward ; aud we had the utmost difTicnlty in m.ikinj; our 
southing. Observations now became a very mat- 

ter, the sun being invisible for a week at a time. A he 
marine instinct of Noah, at this crisis, was of the last im- 
portance to all on board. He gave us the cheering assur- 
aiice, however, from time to time, that we weie going 
south, although the mates declared that they kiu-\v m.t 
where the ship was, or wlilthcr she was rumiing ; neither 
sun, moon, nor star having now been seen fur inure than 
a week. 

We had been in this state of anxiety and doubt for 
about a fortnight, when Caiitaiu Poke suddenly appeared 
on deck, and called for the cabin-boy, in bis usual sten- 
torian and no-denial voice, by tlie name of “^ou Bob 
Ape ; ” for the duty of Robert reipiiring that he sliould be 
much about the persons of tlic mouikiiis, I had given him 
a dress of apes’ skins, as a garb tliat would be more con- 
genial to their tastes than that of a pig. or a weasel. Bob 
Ape was soon forthcoming, and, as he apjuoached his 
master, he quietly turned liis face from him, ii cciving, as 
a matter of course, three or fovir smart ailmoiiitory hints, 
by way of letting him know that he was to be active in 
tlie performance of the duty on which he was about to be 


seut. On this occasion I made an odd discovery. lAob 
had profited by llie dimensions of his lower garment, 
wliich had been cut for a much larger boy (one of those 
who had broken down in essaying the true Doric of 
“ Sir "), by stuHiiig it witli an old union-jack — a sort of 
“ sarvice,” as he afterward told me, that saved him a good 
deal of wear and tear of skin. To return to passing 
events, however ; when Robert had been duly kicked, he 
turned about manfhlly. and demanded the captain’s pleas- 
ure. He was told to bring the largest and fairest pump- 
kin he could find, from the private stores of Mr. Poke, 
that navigator never going to sea without a store of arti- 
cles that he termed “ btiniiii’tun food.” Tlie captain took 
the pumpkin Litween his legs, and carefully peeled off the 
whole of its greenish-yellow coat, leaving it a globe of a 
whitish color. He then asked for the tur-bucket j and, 
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with his fingers, traced various marks, which were pretty 
accurate outlines of the different continents and the larger 
islands of the world. The region near the south pole, 
however, he left untouched ; intimating that it contained 
certain sealing islands, wliich he considered prettj much 
as the private property of the Stunin’tunners. 

“ Now, doctor,” he said, pointing to the pumpkin, “ there 
is the ’artli, and here is the tar-pot — just mark down the 
position of your island of Leaphigli, if you please, accord- 
ing to the best accounts your academy has of tlie matter. 
Make a dab here and there, if you happen to know of any 
rocks and shoals. After that, you can lay down the island 
where you were captured, giving a general idee of its 
headlands and of the trending of the coast.” 

Dr. Ueasono took a fid, and with its end he traced all 
the desired objects with great readiness and skill. Noah 
examined the work, and seemed satisfied that he had fallen 
into the hands of a monikin who had very correct notions 
of bearings and distances, one, in short, on whose local 
knowledge it might do to run even in the night. lie then 
projected the position of Stuniirtun, an occupation in wliich 
he took great delight, actually designing the meeting-house 
and the principal tavern; after which, the chart was laid 
aside. 
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CHAPTER XIV. 


now TO STEEH SMALL — HOW TO RUN THE OAUNTLET 
WITH A SHIP — HOW TO GO CLEAR — A KEW-FAyEl* 
lONED SCKKW-DOCK, AND CERTAIN MILESTONES. 


Captain Poke no loniioi* deliberated about the course 
we were to steer. With his pumpkin for a cliart, his in- 
stinct for an observation, and Ins nose for a comj)ass, the 
sturdy sealer stood boldly to the southward ; or, at least, 
he ran dead before a stilf gale, which, as he more tlian 
once atllrmecl, was as true a norther as if bred and born in 
tlie Canadas. 

After coursing over the billows at a tremendous rate, 
for a day and a night, the captain app«'ared on deck, with 
a face of unusual meaning, and a mind loaded with its own 
rellections, as was proved by bis winking knowingly when- 
ever he delivered himself of u sentiment ; a liabit that ho 
had most probably contracted, in early youth, at Stunin’- 
tun, for it seemed to be quite as inveterate as it was thor- 
oughbred. 

“ We shall soon know. Sir Jolin,” he observed, liitching 
the sea-lion skin into symmetry, “whether it is sink or 
swim!” 


“Pray explain yourself. Mr. Poke,” cried I, in a little 
alarm. “ If anything serious is to happen, you are bound 
to give timely notice.” 


‘ Death is always untimely to some critturs, Sir John.” 

“Am I to uuderstaud, sir, that you menu to cast awav 
the ship?” ^ 


“ Not if I can help it, Sir John ; but a craft that is fore 

ordained to be a wrack, will be a wrack, in spite of reefing 

and bracing. Look ahead, you Dick Lion — aye, there you 
have It! ” 
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There we had it, sure enough ! I can only compare the 
scene which now met my eyes, to a sudden view of tne 
range of tlie Oberland Alps, wlien Uie spectator is unex- 
pectedly placed on the verge of the precipice of the "Weis- 
Bcnstein. Tliere he would see before him a boundless 
barrier of glittering ice, broken into the glorious and 
fautastic forms of pinnacles, walls, and valleys; while here, 
we saw all that was sublime in such a view, heightened by 
the fearful action of the boisterous ocean, which beat upon 
the impassable boundary in ceaseless violence. 

“ Good God ! Caj)tain Poke,” I exclaimed, the instant I 
caught a glimpse of the formidable danger that menaced us, 
“you surely do not mean to continue madly on, with such 
p. warning of the consequences in plain view ? ” 

“ What would you have, Sir Jolin ? Leaphigh lies on 
the t’other side of these ice-islands ! ” 

“ But you need not run the ship against them — why 
not go round them ? ” 

“ Because they go round the ’arth, in this latitude. 
Now is the time to speak, Sir John. If we are bound to 
Leaphigh, we have the clioice of three pretty desperate 
cliauces; to go througli, to go under, or to go over that 
there ice. If we are to put back, there is not a moment 
to lose, for it may be even now questioned whether the 
ship would claw olf, as we are, with a sending sea, and this 
heavy norther.” 

1 believe I would, at that moment, gladly have given up 
all my social stakes to be well rid of tlic adventure. Still, 
pride, that substitute for so many virtues, the greatest and 
the most potent of all liy|)Ocrites, forbade my betraying 
the desire to retreat. I deliberated, while the ship flew; 
and when, at length. I turned to the captain to suggest a 
doubt that miglit, at an earlier notice, possibly have 
changed the whole aspect of affairs, he bluntly told me it 
was too late. It was safer to proceed tlian to return, if, 
indeed, return were possible, in the present state of the 
winds and waves. Making a merit of necessity, I braced 
my nerves to meet tlie crisis, and remained a submissive, 
and, apparently, a calm spectator of that which fol- 
lowed. 
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The 'Wnlrus (such was the name of our good ehip) hy 
this time was under easy canvas, and yet. urged hy the 
gale, slie rolled down with alarming velocity lowanl the 
boundary of foam where the comiealed and the still liquid 
element held tlieir strife. Th-- summits of the frozen 
crags waved in their glittering glory in a way just to show 
that they were alloat ; ami I rememherc«l to have heanl 
that, at times, as their liases melted, entire mountains ha»l 
been known to roll over, ingulliiig all that lay beneath. 
To me it seemed hut a moment, before the ship was lairly 
overshadowed by these shining clilfs, whicl , gently uinln- 
lating, waved their frozen summits marly a thousand feet 


in air. 


I looked at Noah, in alarm, for It appeared to me 
that he intentionally precipitated us to destniclion. But, 
just as I was about to remonstialc, be made a sign with 
his hand, and the vessel was brou^lit to the wind. Still, 
retreat was impossible ; for the heave of the sea was too 
powerful, and the wind loo heavy, to leave ns any hope of 
long keeping the Walrus from drifting down upon the 
ragged peaks that brislkMl in icy glory to leeward. Nor 
did Captain Poke himself seem to entertain any such de- 
sign ; for, instead of hugging the gale, in order to haul oil' 
from the danger, he had caused the yards to be laid per- 
fectly square, and wc were now running, at a great rate, in 
a lino nearly parallel with the frozen coast, though gradu- 
ally setting upon it. 

“Keep full! Let her go through w.ater, you Jim 
Tiger,” said the old sealer, whose professional ardor w’as 
fairly aroused. “ Now, Sir John, unluckily, wc are on the 
wrong side of these ice mountains, for the plain reason 
mat Leaphigh lies to the soutli’avd of them. Wc must hi; 
stirring, therefore, for no craft that was ever launched 
could keep off these crags, with such a gale driving homo 
upon them, for more than an liour or two. Our great 
concern, at present, is to look out for a hole to run 
into.” 


“ Why have you come so close to the danger, with your 
knowledge of the consequences ? ” 

“To own the truth, Sir Johu, natur’ is natur’, and I’m 
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getting to be a little near-sighted as I grow old ; besides, 
I’m not so sartain that danger is the more dangerous, for 
taking a good, steady look plump in its face.” 

Noah raised his hand, as much as to say he wished no 
answer, and both of us were immediately occupied in gaz- 
ing anxiously to leeward. The ship was just opening a 
small cove in the ice, which might have been a cable’s 
length in depth, and a quarter of a mile across its outer, 
o: the widest part. Its form was regular, being that of a 
semicircle; but, at its bottom, the ice, instead of forming a 
contimied barrier, like all the rest we hud yet passed, was 
separated by a narrow opening, that was bounded on each 
side by a frowning precipice. The two bergs were evi- 
dently drawing nearer to each other, but there was still a 
strait, or a watery gorge, between them, of some two hun- 
dred feet in width. As the ship plunged onward, the pass 
was opened, and we caught a glimpse of the distant view 
to leeward. It was merely a glimpse — the imj)aticnt 
Walrus allowing us but a moment for examination — but 
it appeared sutlicient for the purposes of the old sealer. 
We were already across the mouth of the cove, and within 
a cable’s lcn"th of the ice again ; for as we drew near 
what may be called the little cape, we found ourselves 
ouce more in closer proximity to tlie menacing mountaiii. 
It was a moment when all depended on decision ; and for- 
tunately, our sealer, who was so wary and procrastinating 
in a bargain, never had occasion to make two drafts on his 
thoughts, in situations of emergency. As the ship cleared 
the promontory on the eastern side of the cove, we again 
opened a curvature of the ice, which gave a little more 
water to leeward. Tacking was impossible, and the helm 
was put liard a-weathc:r. The bow of the alrus fell off, 
aud as she rose on the next wave, I thought its send 
would cany us helplessly down upon the berg. Lut the 
good cr-ift, obedient to ber rudder, whirled round, as il 
sensible herself of the danger, and, in less time than I had 
ever before known her to wear, we left the wind on the 
other (quarter. Our cats and dogs bestirred themsehcsi 
for there was no one there, Captain Noah Toke c.xccpted, 
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whose heart did not beat quick and hard. Tn much less 
lime than usual, the yards were braced up on the other 
tack, and tlie ship was ploughing heavily against the sea, 
witli her head to the westward. It is impossible to give 
one who has never been in such a situation, a just idea of 
the feverish impatience, the siiddngand mounting of hope, 
as we watch the crab-like movement of a vessel that is 
clawing off a lee-shore, in a gale. In the present case, it 
being well known that the sea was fathomless, we had run 
60 near the danger that not even the smallest of its hor- 
rors was veiled from sight. 

While the ship labored along, I saw the clouds fast 
shutting in to windward, by the interposition of the prom- 
ontory of ice — the certain sign that our drift was rapid 
— and, as we drew nearer to the point, brealliiug became 
labored and even audible. Here Noah took a chew of to- 
bacco, I presume on the principle of enjoying a last quitl, 
should the elements prove fatal ; and then he went to the 
wheel in person. 

“Let her go through tlie water,” he said, easing the 
helm a little; “let her jog ahead, or we shall lose com- 
mand of her in this deviTs-pot ! ” 

The vessel felt the sli-jht chanse, and drew faster 
through the foaming brine, bringing us, with increasing 
velocity, nearer to the dreaded point. As we came up to 
the promontory the water fell back in spray on tlie decks, 
and there was an instant when it appeared as if the wind 
was about to desert us. Happily the ship had drawn so 
far ahead as to feel the good cdfects of a slight ciiangc of 
current that was caused by the air rushing obliquely into 
the cove ; and, as Noah, by easing the helm still more, 
had anticipated this alteration, which had been felt ad- 
versely but a moment before, while struggling to the east- 
ward of the promontory, we drew swiftly past the icy 
cape, opening the covo liandsomely, with the ship’s head 
falling off fast toward the gorge. 

There was but a minute or two, for squaring the yards 
and obtaining the proper position to windward of the uar- 
Tow strait. Instead of running down in a direct line for 
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the Utter, Captain Poke kept tlie sliip on sucl a course as 
to lay it well open, before her head was poii ted toward 
the passage. By this time, the two bergs had drawn so 
near each other as actually to form an arch across its 
mouth; and this, too, at a part so low as to render it 
questionable wliether there was sufficient elevation to per- 
mit the AValrus to pass beneath. But retreat ivas impos- 
sible, the gale urging the ship furiously onward. The 
width of the passage was now hut little more than a hun- 
dred feet, and it actually required the nicest steerage to 
keep our yard-arms clear of the opjiosite precipices, as the 
vessel dashed, with foaming bows, into the gorge. Tlie 
wind drew through the opening with tremendous violence, 
fairly howling, as if in delight at discovering a passage by 
which it might continue its furioxis career. We may have 
been aided by the sucking of the wind and the waves, 
both of whicli were irresistibly drawn toward the pass, or 
it is quite probable that the skill of Captain Poke did us 
good service on this awful occasion ; but, owing to the one 
or the Ollier, or to the two causes united, tlie Walrus shot 
into the gorge so accurately, as to avoid touching cither of 
the lateral mar<iins of the ice. W'e were not so fortunate, 
however, with the loftier spars; for scarcely was the ves- 
sel beneath the arch, when she lifted on a swell, and her 
main-topgallant-mast snapped off in the cap. Ihe ice 
groaned and crackeil over our heads, and large fragments 
fell both ahead and astern of us, several of them even 
tumbling upon our decks. One large piece came down 
within an inch of the extremity of Dr. Keasonos tall, just 
escaping the dire calamity of knocking out the brains of 
that profound and philo-monikin philosopher. In another 
instant the ship was tlivougli tlie pass, which completely 
closed, with the crasli of an earthquake, as soon as possi- 
ble afterward. 

Still driven by the gale, we ran rapidly toward the 
south, along a channel less than a quarter of a mile in 
width, the bergs evidently closing on each side of us, and 
the ship, as if conscious of her jeopardy, doing her utmost^ 
with Captain Poke still at the wheel. In little more than 
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an hour, the worst was over — the "Walrus issuing into an 
open basin of several leagues in extent, which was, how- 
ever, completely encircled by tlie frozen mountains. Here 
Noah took a look at the pumpkin, after which he made 
no ceremony in plumply telling Dr. Reasono that he had 
been greatly mistaken in laying down the position of Cap* 
livity Island, as he himself had named the spot where the 
amiable strangers had fallen into human hands. Tlie phi- 
losopher was a little tenacious of his opinion ; but wliat is 
argument in tlie face of facts? Here was the pumpkin, 
and there were the blue waters! The captain now quite 
frankly declared that he had great doubts whether there 
was any such place as Leaphigh at all; and as the ship 
had a capital position for such an object, he bluntly, 
though privately proposed to mo, that wo should throw 
all the raonikins overboard, project the entire polar basin 
on his chart as being entirely free from islands, and then 
go a-sealing. I rejected the propositiono, firstly, as pre- 
mature; secondly, as inhuman; thirdly, as inhospitable; 
fourthly, as inconvenient; and lastly, as impracticable. 

There might have arisen a disagreeable controversy be- 
tween us on this point; for Mr. Poke had begun to 
warm, and to swear that one good seal, of the true (piality 
of fur, was worth a hundred monkeys ; when most happily 
the panther at the masthead cried out that two of tlio 
largest mountains, to the southward of us, were separating, 
and that he could discern a passage into another basin. 
Hereupon Captain Poke concentrated his oaths, which he 
caused to explode like a bomb, and instantly made sail 
again in the proper direction. By three o'clock, p. m., 
we had run the gauntlet of the bergs a second time, and 
were at least a degree nearer the pole, in the basin just 
alluded to. 

The mountains had now entirely disappeared in the 
southern board ; but the sea was covered, far as the eye 
could reach, with field-ice. Noah stood on, without ap- 
prehension ; for the water had been smooth ever since wo 
entered the first opening, the wind not having rake 

enough to knock up a swell. "When about a mile from 

12 
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the margin of the frozen and seemingly interminable plain, 
the ship was brought to the wind, and hove*to. 

Ever since the vessel left the docks, there had been six 
sets of spars of a form so singular, lying among the booms, 
that they had often been the subject of conversation be- 
tween the mates and myself, neither of the former being 
able to tell their uses. These sticks were of no great 
length, some fifteen feet at the most, of sound Enghsli 
oak. Two or three pairs were alike, for they were in 
pairs, each pair having one of the sides of a shape resem- 
bling different parts of the ship’s bottom, with the excep- 
tion that they were chiefly concave, while the bottom of a 
vessel is mainly convex. At one extremity each pair was 
firmly connected by a short, massive, iron link, of about 
two feet in length ; and, at its opposite end, a large eye- 
bolt was driven into each stick, where it was securely 
forelocked. Wlien the Walrus was stationary, we learned, 
for the first time, the uses of these unusual preparations. 
A pair of the timbers, which were of great solidity and 
strength, were dropped over the stern, and, sinking be- 
neath the keel, their upper extremities were separated by 
means of lanyards turned into the eye-bolts. The lan- 
yards were then brought forward to the bilge of the ves- 
sel, where, by the help of tackles, the timbers were rowsed 
up ill such a manner that tlie links came close to the false 
keel, and the timbers themselves were laid snug against 
each side of the ship. As great care liad been taken, by 
means of marks on the vessel, as well as in forming the 
skids themselves, the fit was perfect. No less than five 
pairs were secured in and near the bilge, and as many 
more were distributed forward and aft, according to the 
shape of the bottom. Fore-and-aft pieces, that reached 
from one skid to the otlicr, were then placed between 
those about the bilge of the ship, each of them having a 
certain number of short ribs, exteuding upward and down- 
ward. These fore-aud-aft pieces were laid along the wa- 
ter-line, their ends entering the skids by means of mortices 
and tenons, where they were snugly bolted. Ihe result 
of the entire arrangement was, to give the vessel an exte 
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rior protection against the fielil-ice, hy meai.R of a sort of 
network of timber, tlie whole of which had been eo accu- 
rately fitted in the dock, as to hear eriually on her frame. 
These j)reparations were not fairly completed before ten 
o’clock on the following morning, when Noah stood ili- 
rectly for an opening in tlte ice before us, which just 

about that time began to be apparent. 

“ We sha’n’t go so fast for our armor,” observed tln^ 
cautious old sealer; “but what wc want in heels, well 
make up in bottom.” 

For tlie whole of that day we worked our devious 
course, hy great labor and at uncertain intervals, to the 
southward; and at night w'c fastened the Walrus to a floe, 
in waiting for the return of light. Just as the day 
dawned, however, I heard a tremendous grating sound 
against the side of the vessel ; and rushing on deck, I 
found that we were completely caught between two im- 
mense fields, which seemed to he attracted toward each 
other for no other apparent purpose than to crush us. 
Here it was that the expedient of Captain Poke made 
manifest its merits. Protected hy the massive timbers 
and false ribs, the bilge of tlie ship resisted the pressure ; 
and as, under such circumstances, something must yield, 
luckily notliing but the attraction of gravitation was over- 
come. The skids, tbrougb their inclination, acted as 
wedges, the links pressing against the keel ; and in the 
course of an hour the Walrus was gradually lifted out of 
tlie wat3r, maintaining lier upright position, in conse- 
quence of tha powerful nip of the does. No sooner was 
this experiment handsomely effected, than j\Ir. Poke 
jumped upon the ice, and commenced an examination of 
the ship’s bottom. 

“ Here’s a dry-dock for you, Sir John ! ” exclaimed the 
old sealer, chuckling. “ I’ll have a patent for tliis, the 
moment I put foot ag’in in Stunin’tun.” 

A feeling of security, to which I had been a stranger 
ever since \ve entered the ice, was created hy the coni- 
]iosure of Noah, and by his self-congratulation at what 
he called his project to get a look at the AV'alrus’« boitoia 
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Notwithstanding all the fine declarations of exultation and 
success, however, that he flourished among us who were 
not mariners, I was much disposed to think that, like 
other men of extraordinary genius, he had blundered on 
the grand result of his “ice-screws,” and that it was not 
foreseen an<l calculated. Let this be as it may, however, 
all hands were soon on the floe, with brooms, scrapers, 
hammers, and nails, and the opportunity of repairing and 
cleaning was thoroughly improved. 

For four-and-twenty hours the sh^ remained in the 
same attitude, still' as a church, and some of us began to 
entertain apprehensions that she might be kept on her 
Irozeu blocks forever. The accident had happened, 
according to the statements of Captain Poke, in lat. 
78® 13' 26" — although I never knew in what manner he 
ascertained the important particular of our precise situa- 
tion. Thinking it might be well to get some more accu- 
rate ideas on this subject, after so long and ticklish a run, 
I procured the quadrant from Bob Ape, and brought it 
down upon the ice, where I made it a point, as an 
especial favor, the weather being favorable and the proper 
hour ne.ar, that our commander would correct his instinct 
l)y a solar observation. Noah protested that your old 
seaman, especially if a sealer and a Stunin’tunner, had 
no occasion for such geometry operations, as he termed 
them; that it might be well enough, perhaps necessary, 
tor your counting-house, silk-gloved captains, who run 
between New York and Liverpool, to be nibbing up their 
glasses and polishing their sextants, for they hardly ever 
knew where they were, except at such times ; but as for 
himself, he had little need of turning star-gazer at his 
time of life, and that as he bad already told me, he was 
gettir^ to be near-sighted, and had some doubts whether 
he could discern an object like the sun, that was known 
to be so many thousands of millions of miles from tlio 
earth. These scruples, however, were overcome by my 
cleaning the glasses, preparing a barrel for him to stand 
„n, that he might be at the customary elevation above hia 
horizonj and putting the instrumeat into his bandst t lo 
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mates standing near, ready to make the calculations wlii-n 

he gave the sun’s declination. 

*• We are drifting south’ard, I know,” said ^fr. 1 oko 
before he commenced his siglit; “ I feel it in my hones. 
We are, at tiiis moment, in 79° 3G' 14" — liaving made a 
southerly drift of more than eighty miles since yesterday 
noor. Now mind my words, and see what the sun will 
say about it,” 

When the calculations were made, our latitude was found 
to be 79° 35' 47". Noah was somewhat puzzled by the 
difference, for which lie could in no plausible way account, 
as the observation had been unusually good and certain. 
But an opinionated and an ingenious man is sebloin at u 
loss to find a sutficient reason to establish his own correct- 
ness, or to prove the misutkes of others. 

“Aye, I sec !iow it is,” he said, after a little cogitation ; 

‘ tlie sun must he wTong — it sliould he no wonder if the 
sun did get a little out of his track in these bigii, cold 
latitudes. Yes, yes ; tlie sun must h^ wrong.” 

I was too much delighted at being certain we were 
going on our course to dispute the point, and the great 
luminary was abandoned to the imputation of sometimes 
being in error. Dr. Rcasono took occasion to say, in my 
private ear, that there was a sect of philosophers in Leap- 
high, who had long distrusted the accuracy of the planet- 
ary system, and who had even thrown out hints that the 
earth, in its annual revolution, moved in a direction uh- 
eolutely contrary to that which Nature had contemplated 
when she gave tlie original polar impulse hut that, as 
regarded himself, he thought very little of these opinions, 
• as he had frequent occasion to observe that there was a 
large class of monikins whose ideas always went up hill. 

For two more days and as many nights, we continued 
to drift with the fioos to the southward, or as near as 
might be, toward the haven of our w’ishes. On the fourth 
morning, there was a suitable change in the weather ; both 
thermometer and barometer rose ; the air became more 
bland, and most of our cats and dogs, notwithstanding we 
were aff'U surrounded by the ice, began to cast their skint. 
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Dr. Keasoiio noted these signs, and stepping on the f?oe, 
lie brought back with him a considerable fragment of the 
frozen element. This was carried to the camboose, where 
it was subjected to the action of fire, which, within a given 
number of minutes, pretty much as a matter of course, as 
r thouglit, caused it to melt. The whole process was 
watched witli an anxiety the most intense, by the wdiole 
of the mouikin?-, however; and when the result was an- 
nounced, the amiable and lovely Chatterissa clapped her 
pretty little pattes witlt joy, and gave all the otlicr natural 
indications of delight, which characterize the emotions of 
that gentle sex, of which she was so bright an ornament. 
Dr. Keasouo was not backw’ard in explaining the cause of 
so much unusual exliilaration, for hitherto her manner 
luul been characterized by the well-bred and sophisticated 
restraint which marks high training. The experiment had 
.shown, by the infallible and scientific tests of monikin 
chemistry, that we were now within the influence of a 
.steam-climate, and there could no longer be any rational 
doubt of our eventual arrival in the polar basin. 

The result proved that the philosoi)lier was right. About 
noon the floes, which all that day liad begun to assume 
wliat is termed a “sloppy character/' suddenly gave way, 
and the 'Walrus settled doivn into her proper element, 
with great equanimity and propriety. Captain Poke lo?v 
no time in unshipping the skids; and a smacking breere, 
that was well saturated witli steam, springing up from the 
westward, we made sail. Our course was due south, with- 
out regard to tlie ice, which yielded before our bows like 
60 mucli tliick water, and just as the sun set, wc entered 
the open sea, rioting in the luxuriance of its genial, 
climate, in triumph. 

Sail W’as carried on the ship all that night ; cand just as 
the day dawned, wc made tlic first milestone, a proof, not 
to he mistaken, that wo were now actually within the 
monikin region. Dr. Rcasono had the goodness to ex- 
plain to us the history of these aquatic phenomena. It 
,vould seem that when the earth exploded, its cutiro crust, 
chroughout the whole of this part of the wond, was 
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It follows, as a consequence, that no \ 

erly winds can force the icebergs beyond /8 o souU 

UrLde as they invariably ground on reaching the outei 

L-e of’ the pofar bank. The floes, being thin, are melted 
of course ; Ld thus, by this beneflcent prevention, the 
monikin world is kept entirely free from the very danger 
“ which I vulgar mind would be the most apt to believe 

it is the most exposed. ^ ^ ^ 

A congress o£ nations bad been bebl, about five cent- 
uries since, tvbicb was called the Holy-pbdo-marme- 
safety-aud-find-tbe-way Alliance. At tins congress tbo 
UA contracting parties agreed to name a commission to 
Eilkc provision, generally, for tbe secure navigation o tbe 
seas. One of the expedients of tins commission, winch, 
bv the way, is said to have been composed of very illus- 
trious mouikius, was to cause massive blocks of stone to 
be laid down, at measured distances, throughout the whole 
of the basin, and in which other stone uprights were 
secured. The necessary inscriptions were graved on proper 
tablets, and as we approached the one already named, I 
observed that it had the image of a monikin, carved also 
in stone, with Ins tail extended in a right line, pointing, 
as Mr. Poke assured me, S. and by W. half W. I had 
made sufficient progress in the monikin language, to read^, 
as we glided past this water-mark, “ To Leaphigli, 15 
miles.” One monikin mile, however, we were next told, 
was equal to nine English statute miles ; and, con- 
sequently, we were not so near our port as was at first 
supposed. I expressed great satisfaction at finding our- 
selves so fairly on the road, however, and paid Dr. 
Reasono some well-merited compliments on the high state 
of civilization to which his species had evidently arrived. 
The day was not distant, I added, when it was reasonable 
to suppose, our own seas would have floating restaurants 
and caf^s, with suitable pot-houses for the mariners ; 
though I did not well see bow we were to provide a sub- 
iiitute for their own excellent organization of milcstoneas 
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The doctor received my compliments with becoming 
modesty, saying that he had no doubt mankind would do 
all that lay in their power to have good eating and drink 
ing houses, wherever they could be established ; but as to 
the marine milestones, he agreed with me, that there was 
little hope of their being planted, until the crust of the 
earth should be driven upward, so as to rise within four 
fathoms of the surface of the water. On the other hand, 
Captain Poke held this latter improvement very cheap. 
He affirmed it was no sign of civilization at all, for, as a 
man became civilized, he had less need of primers and 
finger-boards; and, as for Leaphigh, any tolerable navi- 
gator could see it bore S. by W. half W. allowing for 
variation, distant 135 English miles. To these objections 
I was silent, for I had frequent occasion to observe that 
men very often underrate any advantage of which they 
have come into the enjoyment by a providential inter- 
position. 

“ Just as the sun was in the meridian, the cry of “ Land 
ahead ! ” w'as heard from aloft. The monikins were all 
smiles and gratitude ; the crew were excited by admi- 
ration and wonder ; and as for myself, I was literally 
ready to jump out of my skin, not only with delight, but, 
in some measure also, from the exceeding warmth of the 
atmosphere. Our cats and dogs began to uncase ; Bob 
was obliged to unmask his most exposed frontier, by 
removing the union-jack ; and Noah himself fairly ap- 
peared on deck in his shirt and nightcap. The amiable 
strangers were too much occupied to be particular, and I 
slipped into my state-room to change my toilet to a dress 
of thin silk, that was painted to resemble the skin of a 
polar bear — a contradiction between things that is much 
too common in our species ever to be deemed out of 
fashion. 

We jiearol the land with great rapidity, impelled by \ 
steam-breeze, and just as the sun sunk in the horizon our 
anchor was let go, in the outer harbor of the city of 
Aggregation. 
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CHAPTER XV. 

\n ARRIVAL — FORM3 OF RLCFl'TION — SKVKRAL NKW 

OnUISTENINGS AN OFFICIAL DOCUMENT, AND TERRA 

FlllMA. 


It is always agreeable to arrive safe, at tlie end of a 
long, fatiguing, and hazardous journey. But the pleas- 
ure is considerably augmented when the visit is paid to a 
novel region, with a steam-climate, and which is peopled 
hy a new species. My own satisfaction, too, was eouplc<l 
with the reflection that I had been of real service to foui- 
very interesting and well-bred strangers, who had been 
cast, by an adverse fortune, into the hands of humanity, 
and who o\ved to me a boon far more [Jiccious than life 
itself — a restoration to their natural and acquired riglits, 
their proper stations in society, and sacred liberty ! The 
reader will judge, therefore, with what inward sclf-con- 
gratulation I now received the acknowledgments of tlie 
whole monikiu ^Kirty, and listened to their most solemn 
protestations ever to consider, not only all they might 
jointly and severally possess, in the way of estates and dig- 
nities, at my entire disposal, but their persons as my slaves. 
Of course, I made as light as possible of any little service I 
migh t have done them, protesting, in my turn, that I looked 
upon the whole affair more in the light of a party of pleas- 
ure than a tax, reminding them that I had not only ob- 
lained an insight into a new philosophy, but that I was 
already, thanks to the decimal system, a tolerable profi- 
cient in their ancient and learned language. These civili- 
ties were scarcely well over, before we were boarded by the 
boat of the port-captain. 

The arrival of a human ship was an event likely to create 
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excitement in a monikin country ; and as our approach had 
been witnessed for several hours, preparations had been 
made to give us a proper reception. The section of the 
academy to whom is committed the custody of the “ Science 
of Indications,” was hastily assembled by crrder of the 
king, who, by the way, never speaks except through the 
mouth of his oldest male first cousin, who, by the funda- 
mental laws of the realm, is held responsible for all his 
ollicial acts (in private, the king is allowed almost as many 
privileges as any other monikin), and who, as is due to him 
in simple justice, is permitted to exercise, in a public point 
of view, tile functions of the eyes, ears, nose, conscience, 
and tail of the monarch. The savants were active, and 
as they proceeded with method, and on well-established 
principles, their report was quickly made. It conUained 
as we afterward understood, seven sheets of premisas, 
tdcven of argument, sixteen of conjecture, and two lines of 
deduction. This heavy draft on the monikin intellect was 
duly achieved by dividing the work into as many parts as 
there were members of the section present, namely, forty. 
The substance of their labors was, to say that the vessel 
in si"lit was a strange vessel ; that it came to a strange 
couiUry, on a strange errand, being manned by strangers ; 
and that its objects were more likely to be peaceful tliaii 
warlike, since the glasses of the academy did uot enable 
them to discover any means of annoyance, with the excep- 
tion of certain wild beasts, who appeared, however, to be 
peaceably occupied in working the ship. All this was sen- 
fentiously expressed in the purest monikin language. Ihe 
etfect of the report was, to cause all hostile preparations to 


be abandoned. . , 

Nc sooner did the boat of the port-captam return to the 

shore, with the news that the strange ship had arri^d 

with my Lord Chatterino, my Lady Chattenssa, and Dr. 

Rcasono, than there was .a general burst of ]oy ^ ^ 

strand. In a very short time, the king — alias his eldest 

first cousin of the male gender - ordered 

pliments to be paid to his distinguished subjects. ^ dep 

utation of young lords, the hopes of Lcaphigh, came o0 
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to receive their cullcogue ; wl.il.st a hevy of braulilu 
maidens, of noble birth, crowded around the smdii.g and 
graceful Cliatterissa, gladdening her heart with llieir caress- 
ing manners and felicitations. The noble i.air left ns in 
separate boats, each attended by an approiiriate e.scort. 
We overlooked the little neglect of forgetting to take lea\o 
of us, for joy liud quite set them both beside tlieinselvos. 
Next came a long procession composed of higli numbers, 
all of the “brown-study color.” Tlicsc learned and digni- 
fied persons were a deputation from ibe academy, winch 
bad sent forth no less than forty of its number to receive 
Dr. Reasono. The meeting between these loving frieuds 
of monikinity and of knowledge, w'as conducted on the 
most approved principles of reason. Kach section (there 
tire forty in the Academy of Leaphigh) made an address, to 
(dl of which the doctor returned suitable replies, always 
using exactly the s;ime sentiments, but varying the subject 
by ti-anspositions, as dictionaries are known to be coin- 
posed by tlie ingenious combinations of the twenty-six 
letters of the alpliabet. Dr. Reasono withdrew witli liis 
coadjutors, to my surprise paying not a wliit more atten- 
ii«»n to Captain Poke and myself, limn would be paid in 
any liighly civilized country of Christendom, on a similar 
occasion, by a collection of the learned, to the accidental 
presence of two monkeys. I thought this augured badly, 
andbejxan to feel as became Sir John Goldenculf, Bart., of 
Ilouselioldcr Hall, in the kingdom of Great Britain, when 
my sensations were nipped in llie bud by the arrival of the 
ofiiecrs of magistration and circulation. It was the duty of 
the latter to give us the proper passports to enter into and 
to circulate within the country, after the former had prop- 
erly enregistcred our numbers and colors, in such a way as 
to bring us within the reach of taxation. The olficer of 
registration was very expeditious from long practice. He 
decided, at once, that I formed a new class by myself ; of 
which, of course, I was No. 1. The captain and his tw'o 
mates formed another, N(«. 1, 2, and 3. Bob bad a class 
also to himself, and the honors of No. 1 ; and the crew 
formed afresh cliss, being uumbe'‘ed according to height, 
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as the register deemed their merits to bo altogether phvg' 
ical. Next came tlie important point of color, on which de- 
pended the quality of the class or cnsiCy the numbers merely • 
indicating our respective stations in the particular divisions. 
After a good deal of deliberation, and many interrogatories, 

I was registered as No. 1, flesh-color, Noah as No. 1, sea- 
wixcer color, and his mates, 2 and 3, accordingly. Bob as 
No. 1^ smut-color, and the crew as Nos. 1, 2, 3, etc., tar- 
color. The olFicer now called upon an assistant to come 
forth with a sort of knitting-needle heated red-hot, in order 
to affix tlie official stamp to each in succession. Luckily 
for us all, Noah happened to be the first to whom tiie 
agent of the stamp-office applied, to uncase and to prepare 
for tlie operation. The result was one of those bursts of 
eloquent and logical vituperation, and of remonstrating out- 
cries, to which any new personal exaction never failed to 
give birth in the sealer. His discourse on this occasion 
might be divided into the several following heads, all of 
which were very ingeniously embellished by the usual ex- 
pletives and imagery: “He w’ns not a beast to be branded 
like a horse, nor a slave to bo treated like a Congo nigger; 
lie saw no use in applying the marks to men, who were 
sufficiently distinguislied from monkeys already ; Sir John 
had a handle before his name, and if he liked it, he might 
carry his name behind his body, by way of counterpoise, 
but for his part, he wanted no outriggers of the sort, 
being satisfied witli plain Noah Poke ; he was a repub- 
lican, and it was anti-republican fora man to carry about 
with him graven images; he thought it might be even fly- 
ing in the face of the Scriptures, or wliat was worse, turn- 
ing his back on them ; he said that the Walrus had her 
name, in good legible cliaracters on lier stai n, and that 

might answer for both of them ; he protested, d n his 

eyes that he wouldn’t be branded like a thief ; he inconti- 
nently wished the keeper of the privy seal to the d 1 ; 

he insisted there was no use in the practice, unless one 
threw all aback, and went starn foremost into society, a 
rudeness at which human natur* revolted ; lie knew a man 
in Stunin’tun who had five names, and he should like to 
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know what they would do with him, ii this practice sho M 
come into fashion there; he had no objection to a hulo 
paint, but no red-hot knitting-needle should make acquain- 
tance with his llesh, so long as he walked his quarter- 

deck.” , , . 

The keeper of the seals listened to tins remonstrance 

with singular patience and decorum ; a forbearance that 
was probably owing to his not understanding a word that 
had been said. But there is a language that is universal, 
and it is not less easy to comprehend when a man is In a 
passion, than it is to comprehend any other irritated animal. 
The oificer of the registration department, on this hint, 
politely inquired of me, if some part of his olhcial duties 
were not particularly disagreeable to No. 1, sea-water color. 
On my admitting that the captain was reluctant to be 
branded, he merely shrugged his slioulders, and observed 
that the exactions of tlie public were seldom agreeable, but 
tliut duty was duty, tliat the stamp act was peremptory, and 
not a foot of ours could toucli Leaphigli until we were all 
checked off in (Ins manner, in exact conformity witli the 
registration. I was much puzzled what to do, by this 
indomitable purpose to perform his duty in the officer; for, 
to own the truth, my own cuticle had quite as much aver- 
sion to the operation, as that of Captain Poke liimself. It 
was not the principle so much as the novelty of its applica- 
tion which distressed me ; for I had travelled too mucli not 
to know that a stranger rarely enters a civilized country 
without being more or less skinned, the merest savages only 
permitting him to pass unscathed. It suddenly came to my 
recollection that the monikius had left all the remains of 
their particular stores on board,' consisting of an ample 
supply of delicious nuts. Sending for a bag of the best of 
them, I ordered it to be put into the register’s boat, inform 
iiig him at the same time, that I was conscious they were 
quite unworthy of him, but that I hoped, such as they were, 
lie would allow me to make an offering of them to his wife. 
Tliiw attention was properly felt and received ; and a few 
minutes afterward, a certificate in the following words was 
put into my hands, namely — 
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“ Leaphigli, season of promise, day of performance* 
Whereas, certain persons of tlie liuman species have lately 
presented tlieraselvcs to be enregistered, according to tlie 
statute ‘ for tlie promotion of order and classification, and 
for the collection of contributions ; * and whereas, these 
persons are yet in the second class of the animal probation, 
and are more subject to bodily impressions than the liigher, 
or monikin species: Now, know all monikins, etc., that 
they are stamped in paint, and that only by their numhers ; 
each class among tlicra being easily to be distinguished from 
the others, by outward and indelible proofs. 

“ Signed, No. 8,020, ofTice-color.” 

I was told that all we bad to do now, was to mark our- 
selves with paint or tar, as we miglit choose, the latter 
being recommended for the crew ; taking no farther troulde 
tliau to number ourselves ; and when we went asiioi-e. il 
any of the geiis-d’armes inquired why we had not tlie legal 
impression on our persons, which quite possibly would be 
the case, as the law was absolute in its reijuisitions, all no 
had to do was to show tlie certificate ; but if the cci tilicate 
was not suflicient, we were men of the world, and uiider- 
.stood the nature of things so well, that we did not reiiuire 
to be taught so simple a proposition in philosophy, as tliat 
which says, “ Like causes produce like cfiects and he pre- 
sumed I could not have so far overrated his merits, as to 
have sent tlie whole of my nuts into his boat. I vow that 
I was not very sorry to hear the officer throw out these 
hints, for they convinced me that my journey through Lcap- 
hio^h would be accompanied with less embarrassment tliaii 1 
had anticipated, since 1 now plainly perceived that monikins 
act on principles tliat are not very essentially different from 

those of the human race in general. 

The complaisant register and tlie keeper of the pnvy 
seal took their departure together, when we forthwith pic^- 
ceeded to number ourselves in com[)liance with his advice. 
As the principle was already settled, we had no difliculty 
with its application, Noah, Bob, myself, and the largest ot 
the seamen being all Nos. 1, and the rest ranking m orr cf 
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By this time it was niglit. Ti.e giianVboats began to 
appear on tiie water, and we deferred disembarking unti, 


morning. 


nniim. , , i .i » 

All hands were early afoot. It had been arranged that 
Captain Poke and myself, attended by Bob, as a domestic, 
were to land, in order to make a journey through iho 
island, while the -W-alrus was to be left in charge of tiie 
mates and the crew ; the latter having permission to go 
ashore, from time to time, as is the praelice with all seamen 
in port. Tliere w.as a great deal of preliminary scrubbing 
and sbaving, before the whole party could a|)pear on deck, 
jiropcrly attired for tbc occasion. jMr. Puke wore a thin 
dress of linen, admirably designed to make bim look like a 
sea-lion ; a conceit tliat he said was not only agreeable to 
liis feelings and habits, but wbieb had a cool and pleasant 
character that was altogether suited to a stcain-cliimUe. 
For my own part, I agreed with the wortliy sealer, seeing 
hut little difference between Ids going in this garb, and Ids 


going quite naked. My dress was made, on a design of my 
own, after the social-stake system ; or, in oilier words, it 
w’as so arranged as to take an interest in bait of the animals 
of Exeter ’Change, to which menagerie the artist by whom 
it bad been painted was sent expressly, in order to consult 
nature. Bob wore the effigy, as Ids master callcil it, of a 
turnspit. 

The monikins were by far too polished to crowd al>out us 
when wc landed, with an impertinent and trouldesoine curi- 
ssity. So far from this, we were jiermittcd to approach 
the capital itself without let or hindrance. As it is less my 
intention to describe physical things than to dwell upon tho 
pldlosopby and the other moral aspects of the LcaphigU 
world, little more w'ill be said of their houses, domestic 
economy, and other improvements in the arts, than may bo 
gathered incidentally, as tbc narrative shall proceed. Let 
it suffice to say on these heads, that the Leapbigb monikins, 
like men, consult, or think they consult — which, so long aa 
they know no better, amounts to pretty mudi the same 
thing — their own convenience in all things, the pocket 
oloiie excepted ; and that they continue very laudably to 
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do as their fathers did before them, seldom making changes, 
unless they may happen to possess the recommendation of 
being exotics ; when, indeed, they are sometimes adopted, 
probably on account of their possessing the merit of having 
been proved suitable to another state of things. 

Among the first persons we met, on entering the great 
square of Aggregation, as the capital of Leaphigh is called 
when rendered into English, was my Lord Chatteriuo. lie 
was gayly promenading w’ith a company of young nobles, 
■wlic all seemed to be enjoying their youth, health, rank, and 
privileges with infinite gusto. We met this party in a way 
to render an escape from mutual recognition impossible. 
At first I thought, from liis averted eye, that it was the 
intention of our late shipmate to consider our knowledge of 
each other as one of those accidental acquaintances which, 


it is known, we all form at watering-places, on journeys, or 
in the country, and which it is ill-mannered to press upon 
others in town ; or, as Captain Poke afterward expressed it, 
like the intimacy between an Englishman anda lankee, 
that has been formed in the house of the latter, on better 
wine than is met with anywhere else, and which was never 
yet known to withstand the influence of a British fog. 
“ Wliy, Sir Jolm,” the sealer added, “ I once tuck (he meant 
to say took, not tucked) a countryman of yours under my 
wing, at Stunin’tun, during the last war. He was a 

prisoner, as we make prisoners; ^ "k /nf 

pretty much as he pleased ; and the fellow had tlie best of 

Everything- molasses that a spoon would sta.jd up m, 
pork that would do to slush down a topmast, and New Eng- 
land rum, that a king might set down to, could not get 
up from — well, what was the end on't? Why, as sun3 as 
we are among these monkeys, the mosy hooked me. Had 
I booked l)ut the half of what he guzzled, the amount, 1 do 
believe, would have taken the transaction out of any justices 
court in the State. He said my molasses was meagre, tlie 
..nd tl,c muor infernal. There were tru h and 

nrulitude for yon ! He gave the whul account, too, 

Bpecimeu of what he called American living 

Hereupon I reminded my companion, that an Eu„ ish- 
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iT^ftn did not like to receive even favors on compulsion ; 
that when he meets a stranger in his own country, and is 
master of his own actions, no man understands better wliat 
true hospitality is, as I !iO[)e<l one day to show Iiiin, at 
Ilouseliolder Hall ; as to his first remark, he ought to 
remember tliat an Englishman considered America as no 
more than the country, and iliat it would be ill-mannered to 
press an acquaintauce made there. 

Noah, like most other men, was very reasonable on all 
subjects that did not interfere with his prejudices or his 
opinions, and he very readily admitted the general justice 
of my reply. 

“ It’s pretty much as you say, Sir John,” he continued ; 
“ in lingland you may press men, but it won’t do to press 
hospitality. Get a volunteer in this way, and he is as good 
a fellow as heart can wish. I shouldn’t have cared so much 
about the chap’s book, if he had said nothin’ agin the rum. 
Wli}'. Sir John, when the English bombarded Stunin’tuii 
with eiglifcen pounders, I proposed to load our oM twelve 
with a gallon out of the very same cask, for I do think it 
would have buv’ tlic shot the best part of a mile!” 

But this digression is leading me from the narrative. 
My Lord Chatteriiio turned his hca<l a little on one side ag 
we were passing ; and I was deliberating whetlier, under 
the circumstances, it would be well-bred to remind him of 
our old acquaintance, when tlie question was settled by tlie 
decision of Captain Poke, wlio placed himself in such a 
position that it was no easy matter to get round him, 
through him, or over him ; or who laid himself what he 
called “ athwart haw’se.” 

“ Good morning, my lord,” said the straight-forward sea- 
man, who generally went at a subject, as he went at a seaL 
« A fine warm day ; and the smell of the laud, after so long 
a passage, is quite agreeable to the nose, whatever its ups 
and downs may be to the legs.” 

The companions of the young peer looked ama2ed ; and 

some of them, I thought, notwithstanding gravity and ear- 

ueelnees are rather characteristic of the mouikin Dhvsiotr- 

IS r ^ o 
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noray, betrayed a slight disposition to laugh. Not bo with 
my Lord Chatterino himself. 

He examined us a moment through a glass, and then 
seemed suddenly, and on the whole, agreeably struck at 
seeing us. 

“ How, Goldencalf ! ” he cried, in surprise, “ you in Leap- 
high ! This is, indeed, an unexpected satisfaction ; for it 
^vill now be in my power to prove some of the facts that I 
am telling my friends, by actual observation. Here are two 
of the humans, gents, of whom I was but this moment giving 
you some account” — 

Observing a disposition to merriment in his associates, ho 
continued, looking exceedingly grave, — 

“ Restrain yourselves, gentlemen, I pray you. These 
are very worthy people, I do assure you, in their own waj, 
and are not at all to be ridiculed. I scarcely know, even 
in our own marine, a better or a bolder navigator than thij* 
lionest seaman ; and as for the one in the parti-colored 
skin, I will take upon myself to say, that he is really a 
person of some consideration in his own little circle. He 
is, I believe, a member of par — par — par am I right, 


Sir John ? — a member of” — 

“ Parliament, my lord — an M. P.” 

“ Aye, I thoiiglit I had it — an M. P., or a member of 
parliament, in his own country, which, I dare say, now, is 
some such thing among his people, as a public proclaimer 
of those laws which come from his majesty s eldest tirst 
cousin of the masculine gender, may be among us. home 
such thing — eh — now — eh — is it not, Sir John . 

“ I dare say it is, my lord.” 

“ All very true, Chatterino,” put in one of the young 
monikins, with a very long, elaborated tail, which he car- 
ried nearly perpendicular, » but what would be even a 
lawmaker -to say nothing of lawbreakers like ourselves 
— amon‘T men ! You should remember, my dear fellow, that 
a mere title, or a profession, is not the criter.on of true 
greatness ; but that the prodigy of a viUage may be a very 

common mjnikin in town.” ^ « xi . 

«Poh, p>;h!” interrupted Lord Chatterino, thou a’i 



THE MONIKINS. 


195 


ever for refiuing, Hightail; Sir John Goldencalf is a very 
respectable person in the island of a-a-a what do 
you call that said island of yours, Goldencalf? — a-a ” — 

“ Great Britain, my lord.” 

“ Aye, Great Breeches, sure enough ; yes, he is a re- 
spectable person — I can take it upon myself to say, witli 
confidence, a very respectable person in Great Breeches. 
I dare say he owns uo small portion of the island hiiuselC 
How much, now, Sir John, if the truth were told?” 

“Only the estate and village of Householder, my lo.«L 
with a few scattered manors here and there.” 

“ Well, that is a very pretty thing, there can be uo doubt 
— then you have money at use?” 

“And who is the debtor?” sneeringly imjuired the jack- 
anapes Hightail. 

“ No other, my Lord Hightail, than the realm of Great 
Britain.” 

“ Exquisite, tluit. egad ! A noble’s fortune in the cus- 
tody of the realm of a — Greek — a ” — 

“ Great Breeches,” interrupted my Lord Chatterino ; 
wlio, notwithstaniling he swore he was excessively angry 
with his friend for his obstinate incredulity, very evidently 
had to exercise some forbearance to kee[) from joining in 
the general haugh. “ It is a very respectable country, 1 do 
protest ; and I scarcely remember to have tasted better 
gooseberries than tJiey grow in that very island.” 

“What! have they really gardens, Chatterino?” 

“Certainly — after a faslnon; and houses, and public 
conveyances — and even universities.” 

“ You do not mean to say, certainly, that they have a 
system ! ” 

“Why, as to system, I believe they are a little at sixes 
and sevens. I really can’t take it upon myself to say that 
they have a system.” 

“Oh, yes, my lord, — of a certainty we have one, — the 
social-stake system.” 

“Ask the creature,” whispered audibly the filthy cox- 
comb Hightail, “ if he himself, now, has any income.” 

“ How is it, Sir John, have you au income? ” 
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“ Yes my lord, of one hundred and twelve thousand sov^ 
ereigns a year.” 

» Of what ? — of what ? ” demanded two or three voices, 
with well-bred, subdued eagerness. 

» Of sovei eigns — why, that means kings ! ” 

It would appear tliat tlie Leaphighers, wliile they obey 
only tlie king’s eldest first cousin of the masculine gender, 
perform all their official acts in the name of the sovereign 
himself, for whose person and character they pruty uni- 
formly express the profoundest veneration ; just as we mei» 
express admiration for a virtue that we never practice. 
:\Iy declaration, therefore, produced a strong sensation, and 
I was soon re<iuircd to explain myself. This I did, by sim- 
ply stating tlie truth. 

“ Oh, gold, y’clept sovereigns ! ” exclaimed three or four, 
laughing heartily. “Why, then, your famous Great 
Breeches people, after all, Chatterino, are so little advanced 
in civilization, as to use gold! Harkee, Signior — a-a — 
Boldercraft, liavc you no currency in ‘ promises ’ ? ” 

« I do not know, sir, that I rightly comprehend the ques- 
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“ Why, wc poor barbarians, sir, who live as you see us, 
only in a state of simplicity and nature,” — there was irony 
in every syllable the impudent scoundrel uttered, — ‘ wo 
poor wretches, or ratlier our ancestors, made the discovery, 
that for the purposes of convenience, having, as you per- 
ceive, no pockets, it might be well to convert all our cur- 
rency into ‘ promises,’ Now, I would ask if you have any 

“ No; as coin, sir, but as collateral to com, we have 

speaks of collaterals in currency, as if he were dis- 
cussing a pedigree ! Are you really, Jlynhcrr Shoulder- 
c.alf, so little advauced in your country, as not to k'low th 

immense advantages of a currency of ‘ promises . 

“ As I do not understand exactly what the nature of 
this currency is, sir, I cannot answer as readUy as I coulU 

wish ” 

Lo' us explain it to him ; for, I vow, I am really curt 
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ous to hear his answer. Cliatterino, do you. who have 
tome knowledge of tlie things habits, be our interiu'cter.” 

“The matter is thus, Sir John. About five liuiidred 
years ago, our ancestors having reached tliat pass in civil- 
i2ation when they came to dispense whh tlie use of pockets, 
begun to find it necessary to substitute a new currency for 
that of the metals, whicii it was inconvenient :o carry, of 
which tlioy might be robbed, and whicli also were lialdc to 
be counterfeited. The first expedient was to try a lighter 
substitute. Laws were p.assed giving value to linen and 
cotton, in the raw material ; theji compounded and manu- 
factured ; next, written on, and reduced in bulk, until, hav- 
ing passeii through the several gradations of wrapping-paper, 
brown-paper, foolscap, and blotting-paper, and having set 
the plan fairly at work, and got confnlence tlmrougbly es- 
tablished, the sj'stem was perfected by a coup de main — 

* promises’ iu words were substituted for all other coin. 
You see the advantage at a glance. A monikin caa travel 
witliout pockets or baggage, and still carry a million ; the 
money cannot be counterfeited, nor can it be stolen or 
Inirned.” 

“But, my lord, does it not depreciate the value of 
property ? ” 

“ Just the contrary ; an acre that formerly could l)o 
bought for one promise, would now bring a thousand.” 

“This, certainly, is a great improvement, ujdess frequent 
failures” — 

“Not at all; there has not been a bankruptcy in Leap- 
high since tlie law was passed making promises a Icnil ten- 
der.” 

“ I wonder no chancellor of the exchequer evei thought 
of this, at home ! ” 

“ So much for your Great Breeches, Chatterino ! ” 
And then there was another and a very general laugh. I 
never before felt so deep a sense of national humility. 

“ As they have universities,” cried another coxcomb, 
' perhaps this person lias attended one of them.” 

« Indeed, sir,” I answered, “ I am regularly graduated.” 

« It is not easy to see what he has done with his knowl 
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gjg 0 ^_for, thoujih my sight is dod 6 of the woi*st, I csDDOt 

trace the smallest sign of a cauda about him.” 

“ Ah ! ” Lord Chatterino good-naturedly exclaimed, “ the 
inhabitants of Great Breeches carry their brains in their 
heads.” 

“ Their heads ! ” 

Heads ! ” , 

“ That’s excellent, by his majesty’s prerogative ! Here s 

civilization, with a vengeance ! ” 

I now thouglit that the general ridicule would over- 
whelm me. Two or three came closer, as if in pity or curios- 
ity ; and, at last, one cried out that I actually wore clothes.’ 
« Clothes — tlie wretch ! Chatterino, do all your human 

friends wear clothes ? ” v u ^ 

The young peer was obliged to confess the truth ; and 

then there arose such a clamor as may be fancied took place 

amon<T the peacocks, when they discovered the daw among 

them "^in masquerade. Human nature could endure no 

more ; and bowing to the company, I wished Lord Chatter- 

iuo, very hurriedly, good-morning, and proceeded towaia 

the tavern. . tt n 1 

« Don’t forget to step into Chatterino House, Gol len- 

-calf, before you sail,” cried ray late fellow-traveller, looking 

over bis shoulder, and nodding in quite a friendly way to- 


kS" ! ” exclaimed Captain Poke. “ That blackpard 
ate a wlralc hread-locker-full of nuts, on our outward pas- 
sage, and now he tells us to step into his Chatterino House, 

''"^renTleavracd to pacify tlie sealer, by an appeal to his 
nliilosop -y It t">e that men never forgot obligations 
and were alwavs excessively anxious to repay them ; but 
the moiiikiiis were an exceedingly instructed species ; they 
Ihouvht more of their minds than of their bodies, as 
plain" by comparing the smallness of the latter the 

length and development of the seat of reason ; and one of 

his"experience should know that good-breeding <1?'^ 
an arbitrary quality, and that we ought to resject its laws, 

however opposed to our own previous pracUcos. ^ 

$ 
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« I dare say, friend Noah, yon may have observed some 
r aterial differ^ence in the usages of Pans, foi instance, and 

t1ios6 of Stuniii tun* . 

“ That I have, Sir John, that I have ; and altogether to 

the advantage of Stuniu’tun be they. r , r • , , „ 

“We are all addicted to the weakness of believin^ our 

own customs best; and it requires that we should Uavil 
much, before we are able to decide on points so nice. 

“ And do you not cull me a traveller! Haven t 1 been 
sixteen times a sealing, twice a whaling, without counting 
my cruise overland, an<l this last run to Leapbigh . 

« Aye, you have gone over much land and much waiter, 
Mr. Poke ; but your stay in any given place lias been just 
long enough to find fault. Usages ^must be worn, like a 

shoe, before one can judge of the fit.” 

It is possible Noah wouhl have retorted, had not Mrs. 
Vigilance I^ynx, at that moment, come wriggling by, in a 
way to show she was much satisfied with her safe return 
liome. To own the truth, while striving to Jind apologies 
for it, I had been a little conlrarie, as the Frencli term it, 
by the indifference of my Lord Cliatterino, which, in my 
secret heart, I was not slow in attributing to the manner iu 
which a peer of the realm of Leapbigh regarded, de huvt 
en bas, a mere baronet of Great liritaiu — or Great 
Breeches, as the young noble so pertinaciously insisted on 
terming our illustrious island. Now, as Mrs. Vigilance was 
of “ russet-color,” a c.aste of an inferior standing, I liad little 
doubt that she would be as glad to own an intimacy with 
Sir John Goldencalf of Householder Hall, as the other 


might he willing to shuflle it off. 

“ Good-morrow, good Mrs. Vigilance,” I said, familiarly, 
endiivoriug to wriggle in a way that would have shaken a 
tail, had it been my good fortune to he the owner of one— » 
“Good-morrow, good Mrs. Vigilance; I’m glad to meet 
you again on shore.” 

I do not remember that ISIrs. Vigilance, during the whole 
period of our acquaintance, w’as particularly squeamish, or 
topping iu her deportment. On the contrary, she had 
rather made herself remarkable for a modest and commend- 
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able reserve. But on the present occasion, she disa{V 
pointed all reasonable expectation by shrinking on one side, 
uttering a slight scream, and hurrying past as if she thought 
w<3 might bite her. Indeed, I can only compare her de- 
portment to tliat of a female of our own, who is so full of 
vanity as to fauc}' all eyes on her, and who gives herself 
airs about a dog or a spider, because she thinks they make 
her look so much the more interesting. Conversation was 
(juite out of tlie question ; for the duenna hurried on, bend- 
ing her head downward, as if heartily ashamed of an invol- 
untary w’eakness. 

“ Well, good madam,” said Noah, whose stern eye fol- 
lowed her movements until she was quite lost in the crowd, 
you would have had a sleepless v yage, if I had fore- 
imagined this ! Sir John, these people stare at us as if 
we were wdld beasts ! ” 

“ I cannot say I am of your way of tbiuking, Captain 
Poke. To me they seem to take no more notice of us, 
than we shoultl take of two curs in tlie streets of London.” 

“I begin now to understand what the pai*sous mean when 
they talk of the lost condition of man. It’s raalJy awful to 
witness to what a state of unfcelingness a people can be aban- 
doned ! Bob, get out of the way, you grinning blackguard ” 

Hereupon Hob received a salutation which would have 
demolished his stern-frame, had it not been for the union- 
jack. Just then I was glad to see Dr. Reasono advancing 
tow'ard us, surrounded by a group of attentive listeners, all 
of whom, by their years, gravity, and deportment, I made 
no question were savants. As he drew near, I found he 
^ as discoursing of the marvels of his late voyage. When 
within six feet of us the whole party stopped, the doctor 
continuing to descant with a very proper gesticulation, and 
in a way to show that his subject was of inlinite interest to 
his listeners. Accidentally turning his eye in our direction, 
he caught a glimpse of our figures, and making a few nur- 
lied apologies to those around him, the excellent philoso- 
pher came eagerly forward, with both hands extended. 
Here was a dilference, indeed, between his treatment and 
that of Lord Chalteriuo and the duenna ! The salutation 
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was warmly returned ; and the doctor and myself stepped a 
little apart, as he lost no time in informing me he wished 
to say a word in private. 

“ My dear Sir John,” the philosopher began, “our arrival 
has been the most happily-timed thing imaginable! All 
Leaphlgh, by this time, is filled with the suhject ; and you 
t<in scarcely conceive the importance that is attached to the 
event. New sources of trade, scientific discoveries, phenom- 
ena both moral and physical, and results that it is thought 
may serve to raise the moiukin civilization still higher lhau 
ever. Fortunately, tlie academy holds its most solemn 
meeting of the year this very day, and I have been for- 
mally requested to give the assembly an outline of tljose 
events which have lately passed before my eyes. The 
king’s eldest first cousin of the masculine gender Is to 
attend openly ; and it is even conjectured, in a way to bo 
quite authentic, that the king himself will be present in his 
own royal person." 

How ! ” I exclaimed, “ have you a mode, in Leaphigli, 
of rendering conjectures certain?” 

“ Beyond a doubt, sir, or wliat would our civilization bo 
worth ? As to the king's majesty, we always deal in tho 
most direct ambiguities. Now tis respects many of our 
ceremonies, the sovereign is known morally to be present, 
when he may be actually and physically eating his dinner 
at the other extremity of the island ; this important illus- 
tration of the royal ubiijuity is effected by means of a 
legal fiction. On the other hand, the king often indulges 
his natural propensities, such as curiosity, love of fun. or 
detestation of ennui, by coming in person, when, by the 
court fiction, he is thought to be seated ou his throne, in 
his own royal palace. Oh ! as to all these little accom- 
plishments and graces in the art of truths, we arc behind 
no people in the universe ! ” 

“ I beg pardon, doctor — so his majesty is expected to 

be at the academy this mornin*^ > ” 

• 

“ In a private box. Now, this affair is of the last impor- 
tance to me as a savafit, to you as a human being for it 

will have a tendency to raise your whole species in the 
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monikin estimation — and, lastly, to learning. It will bo 
indispensably necessary that you should attend, with as 
many of your companions as possible — more especially 
the better specimens. I was coming down to the landing 
in the hope of meeting you ; and a messenger has gone off 
to the ship to require that the people be sent ashore forth- 
with. You will have a tribune to yourselves ; and, really, 
I do not like to express beforehand what I think concerning 
the <legree of attention you will all receive; but this much 
1 think I can say — you will see.” 

“ Tins proposition, doctor, has taken me a little by 8ur« 
prise, and I hardly know what answer to give.” 

“ You caunot say no, Sir John ; for should his majesty 
hear that you have refused to come to a meeting at which 
he is to be present, it would seriously, and, I might add, 
justly offeud him ; nor could I answer for the conse- 
quences.” 

“ Why, I was told that all the power was in the hands 
of his majesty’s eldest first cousin of the masculine gender ; 
in whicli case I thought I might snap my fingers at hU 
majesty himself.” 

“ Not in opinion, Sir John, which is one of the three es- 
tates of the government. Ours is a government of three 
estates, namely, the Law, Opinion, and Practice. By law 
the king rules, by practice his cousin rules, and by opinion 
the king again rules. Tims is the strong point of practice 
balanced by law and opinion. This it is that constitutes 
the harmony and perfection of the system. No ; it would 

never do to offend Ins majesty.” 

Although I did not very well comprehend the doctor’s 
argument, yet, as I had often found in human society, theo- 
ries political, moral, tlieological, and philosophical, that 
eveiybody had faith in, and wliich nobody understood, I 
thought discussion useless, and I gave up the point by prom- 
ising'^ the doctor to be at the academy in half an hour, 
which was the lime named for our appearance. Taking 
the necessary directions to find the place, we separated , 
he to hasten to make his preparations, and I to reach the 
tavern, in order to deposit our baggage, that no decency 
might be overlooked on an of’^asion so solemn. 
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CHAPTER XVI. 

^ INN — DKBTS PAID IN ADVANCH, ANA A SINGULAR 

TOUCH OF HUMAN NATUHE FOUND CLOSELY INCOR- 
PORATED ■WITH MONIKIN NATCUIC. 

We soon secured rooms, ordered dinner, brushed our 
clothes, and made the other little arrangements that it was 
necessary to observe for tlie credit of the species. Every- 
thing being ready, we left the inn, and hurried toward tlie 
•• Palais des Arts et des Sciences.” We had not got out of 
sight of the inn, howerer, before one of its gargojis was at 
our heels with a message from his mistress. He told us, in 
very respectful tones, that his master was out, and tliat he 
had taken the key of the strong-box ; that tliere was not 
actually money enough in the drawer to furnish an enter- 
tainment for such great persons as ourselves, and she had 
taken the liberty to send us a bill receipted, with a request 
that we w’ould make a small advance, rather tlian reduce 
her to the mortilication of treating such distinguished guests 
in an unworthy manner. The bill read as follows: — 

No. 1 porti-color and frienda, 

To No. 82,763, grape-color, Dr. 

To itse of apnrtniciits, with mrals and lighta, as per agree- 
ment, p. p. 300 per ilieiii — one day, p, p. 300 

By ca^ odvaaced, 50 

BaLanco due, p. p. 250 

•This seems all right,” I observed to Noah ; “but I am, 
at tiiis moment, as penniless as the good woman herself. I 
really do not see wliat we are to do, unless Bob sends her 
back his store of nuts ” — 

“ Harkee, my uimble-go-hop put in the seaman, “ what 
w your pleasu :e ? ” 
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The waiter referred to the bill, as exprewing his mistress’s 
wants. 

“What are these jtj.jp. that I find noted in the bill — play 
or pay, hey ? ” 

“ Promises, of course, your honor.” 

“ Oh ! then you desire fifty promises, to provide our 


dinner.” 

“ Nothing more, sir. With that sum you shall dine like 

noblemen — aye, sir, like aldermen.” 

I was delighted to find tluit this worthy class of beings 
have the same propensities in all countries. 

“ Here, take a hundred," answered Noah, snapping his 
fingers, “ and make no bones of it. And harkee, my worthy 

lay out every farthing of them in the fare. Let there be 

good cheer, and no one will grumble at the bill. I am 
ready to buy tlie inn, and all it holds, at need. 

The waiter departed well satisfied with these assurances, 
and apparently in the anticipation of good vails for his own 

trouble. . , 

We soon got into the current that was setting toward our 

place of destination. On reaching the gate, we found that 

we were anxiously expected ; for there was an attendant in 

waitiii", who instantly conducted us to the seats that were 

provided for our special reception. It is alw.ays agreeable 

to be among the privileged, and I must own that we were 

all not a little flattered, on finding that an elevated tribune 

had been prepared for us, in the centre of the rotimd.a m 

which tlie academy held its sittings, so that we could see, 

and be seen by, every individual of tlie crowded assembly. 

The whole crew, even to tlie negro cook, had preceded us , 

an additional compliment, that 1 did not fail to acknowledge 

by suitable salutations to all the members present. After 

the first feelings of pleasure and surprise were a little abated, 

I had leisure to look about me and ^ ^"^^11^ 

The academicians occupied the whole of the body of the 

rotunda, the space taken up by the erection of 

rary tribune alone excepted ; while there were ^^as, chair^ 

tribunes, and benches arranged for the . . 

outer circles, and along the side-walls of the haU. As the 
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edifice itself was very large, and mind bad so essentially 
reduced matter in the monikin siiecies, there ccild not have 
been less than fifty thousand tails present. Just before tlio 
ceremonies commenced, Dr. Reasono approached our ti ibunc, 
passing from one to anotlier of tlie party, saying a pleasant 
aud encouraging word to each, in a way to create high ex- 
pectati:::i 5 in us all, as to what was to follow. We were 
BO very evidently honored and distinguislicd, that I struggled 
hard to subdue any unwoi tliy feeling of pride, as unhecom* 
ing human meekness, and in order to maintain a plnlo- 
soplucal equanimity under the manifestations of respect and 
gratitufle that I knew were about to be lavished upon even 
the meanest of our party. Tlie doctor was yet in the midst 
of his pointed attentions, when the king's chlest first cousin 
of the masculine gender entered, ami the business of the 
meeting immediately began. 1 profited by a sliort pause, 
however, to say a few words to my companions. I told 
them that there would soon be a serious demand on their 
modesty. We had performed a great and generous exploit, 
and it did not become us to lessen its merit by betraying 
a vainglorious sclf*cstcem. I implored them all to take 
pattern by me ; promising, in the end, that tlieir new friends 
would trebly prize their hardihood, selMenial, and skill. 

There was a new member of the Academy of Latent Sym- 
pathies to be received and installed. A long discourse was 
read by one of this department of the monikin learning, 
which pointed out and enlarged on the rare merits of tho 
new academician. Pie was followed by the latter ; who, in 
a very elaborate production, that consumed just fifly-five 
minutes in the reading, tried all he could to persuade the 
audience that the defunct was a loss to the world, that no 
accident or application would ever repair ; and that he him- 
self was precisely the worst person who could have been 
selected to be his successor. I was a little surprised at tho 
perfect coolness with which the learned body listened to a 
reproach, that was so very distinctly and perseveringly 
thrown, as it were, into their very teeth. But a more inti- 
mate acquaintance with monikin society satisfied me, that 
fcuy one might say just what he pleased, so long as ha 
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allowed tliat every one else was an excellent fellow, and he 
himself the poorest devil going. When the new member 
had triumphantly established his position, and just as I 
thought the colleagues were bound, in common honesty, to 
reconsider their vote, he concluded, and took his seat among 
them with quite as much assurance as the best philosopher 


of them all. « . • 

After a short pause, and an abundance of felicitations on 

his excellent and self-abasing discourse, the newly admitted 
member again rose, and began to read an essay on some dis- 
coveries he had made in the science of Latent Sympathies. 
According to his account of the matter, every monikin pos- 
sessed a fluid which was invisible, like the aiiimalcula which 
pervade nature, and which required oniy to be brought into 
command, and to he reduced iuto more rigid iaws, to become 
tile substitute for the senses of sight, touch, taste, lieanng, 
and smelling. This fluid was commumcahle ; and iiad 
already been so far rendered subject to the will, as to make 
it of service in seeing in the dark, in smelling when the 
operator liad a bad cold, in tasting when the palate was 
down, and in toucliiiig by proxy. Ideas had been trans- 
mitted, througli its agency, sixty-two leagues m one minute 
and a half. Two mouikiiis, who were afllictcd with diseased 
tails, had, during tlie last two years, been insulated and 
saturated, and had tlieu lost tliose embel ishmenb, by oper- 
ations- a quantity of the fluid having been substituted m 
their placed so happily, tliat tlie patients faucied themselves 
more than ever conspicuous for tlie length and Jinesse of 
their caudee. An experiment had also been successfully 
tried on a member of tlie lower liouse of parliaineiit, who, 
bcinT married to a monikina of unusual mind, had for a long 
Le°laeea supplied with ideas from this source, altlioi.gli his 
partner was compelled to remain at home, m order to supe^ 
Ind the management of their estate, forty-two miles rom 
town during tlie wliole session. He particularly recom- 
mended to government the promotion of tins science 
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Bucraestion was well received by the king’s cousin, more 
especially those parts that allu.Ied to sedition and the 

revenue. . , 

This essay was also perfectly well received by tlie sa- 
vants, for I afterward found very little came amiss to the 
academy; and the members named a committee forthwith, 
to examine into “the facts concerning invisible ainl ul* 
known fluids, their agency, importance, and relations to 
monikin happiness.” 

We were next favored tvith a discussion on the dilferent 
significations of the word fforstchtczyb ; which, rendered 
into English, means “eh!” The celebrated philologist 
who treated the subject, discovered amazing ingenuity in 
expatiating on its ramifications and deductions. First he 
tried the letters by transpositions, by which lie triumphantly 
proved that it was derived from all the languages of tlie 
ancients; the same process showed that it possej-sed four 
tliousand and two different significations; he next reasoned 
most ably and comprehensively for ten minutes, backward 
and forwaid, using no other word but tliis, a|)plied in its 
various senses; after which, he incontrovertibly established 
that this important part of speech was so useful as to be 
useless, and he concluded by a proposition, in wliicli the 
academy coincided by acclamation, tliat it should be forever 
and incontinently expunged from the Leaphigh vocabulary. 
As tlie vote was carried by acclamation, the king’s cousin 
arose, and declared tliat the writer wlio sliould so far offend 
against good taste, as liereafter to make use of the con- 
demned word, should have two iuches cut off the extremity 
of bis tail. A shudder among the ladies, who, I afterward 
ascertained, loved to carry their caudcc as high as our 
women like to carry their heads, proved the severity of the 
decree. 




An experienced and seemingly much respected member 
now arose to make the following proposal. He said it was 
known that the monikin species were fast approaching per- 
fection; vbat the inci’easo of mind and the decrease of 
matter were so very apparent as to admit of no denial ; 
ihatj in his own case, he found his physical powers diminish 
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daily, while his mental acquired new distinctness and force] 
that lie could no longer see without spectacles, hear without 
a tube, or taste without high seasoning; from all this he 
inferred that they were drawing near to some important 
change, and he wished that portion of the science of Latent 
Sympathies which was connected with the unknown fluid 
just treated on, might be referred to a committee of the 
i\ho- 5 , in order to make some provision for the wants of a 
time when monikins should finally lose their senses. Tliere 
was nothing to say against a proposition so plausible, and it 
was accepted netnine contradicenUy with the exception of a 
few in the minority. 

There was now a good deal of whispering, much wagging 
of tails, and other indications that the real business of the 
meeting was about to be touched upon. All eyes were 
turned on Dr. Rcasono, who, after a suitable pause, entered 
a tribune prepared for t-olema occasions, and began bis 
discourse. 

Tlie philosopher, who, having committed his essay to 
memory, spoke extempore, commenced with a beautiful aiid 
most eloquent aposti ophe to learning, and to the enthusiasm 
which glows in the breasts of all her real votaries, render- 
ing them alike indifferent to their personal ease, their 
temporal interests, danger, suffering, and tribulations of the 
spirit. After this exordium, which was pronounced to be 
unique for its simplicity and truth, he entered at once on 

the histcry of his own recent adventures. 

First allu'ling to the .admirable character of that Leap- 
lii»h usage which prescribes the Journey of Trial, our phi- 
losopher°spoke of the manner in which he had been selected 
to accompany my Lord Chatterino on an occasion so im- 
portant to his future hopes. He dwelt on the physical 
preparations, the previous study, and the moral machinery 
that he had employed with his pupil, before they quitted 
town ; all of which, there is reason to think, were well 

fitted to their objects, as he was constantly interrupted by 

murmurs of applause. After some time spent m dilating 
on these points, I had, at length, the satisfaction to find 
him, Mrs. I-ynx, and theii- two wards, fairly setting out on 
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a journey which, as /le very justly mentioned, proved “ to 
he pregnant with events of so mucli importance to knowl- 
edge in general, to the happiness of the species, ami to 
several highly interesting branches of inonikin science, in 
particular.” I say the satisfaction, for, to own the truth, I 
was e;."^er to witness the elfect that w’ould he made on the 

O 

monikin sensibilities, when he came to speak of my own 
discernment in cletecting their real characters beneath the 
contumely and disgrace in which it had been my good 
fii'tiine to find them, the proinptitmle with which I had 
stepped forward to their relief, and the liberality an<l 
courage with which I had furnished the means and encoun- 
tered the risks that were necessary to restore them to theii 
native land. The anticipation of this human triumph could 
not but dili'use a general satisfaction in our own tribune — 
oven the common mariners, as they recalled the dangers 
tarough which they had passed, feeling a consciousness of 
deserving, mingled with that soothing sentiment which is 
ever the companion of a merited rewanl. As the philos- 
opher drew nearer to tiie time when it would be necessary 
to speak of us, I threw a look of triumph at Lord Chat- 
terino, which, however, failed of its intended elfect — the 
young peer continuing to whisper to his noble companions 
with just as much self-importance and coolness as if he had 
not been one of the rescued captives. 

Dr. Rcasono was justly celebrated, among liis colleagues, 
for ingenuity and eloquence. The excellent morals that lio 
threw into every possible opening of his subject, the beauty 
of the figures with whicli they were illustrated, and the 
masculine tiondencies of his argument, gave general delight 
to the audience. The Journey of Trial was made to ap- 
pear, what it had been intended to be by the fathers and 
sages of the Leaphigh institutions, a probation replete with 
admonitions and instruction. The aged and experienced, 
who had grown callous by time, could not conceal their 
exultation; the mature and suffering looked grave and full 
fif meditation ; while the young and sanguine fairly trem- 
bled, and for once, doubted. But, as the philosopher led 
his party from precipice to precipice in safety, as rocks 
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were scaled and seductive valleys avoided, a common feel- 
in<^ of security began to extend itself among tlie audience 
and we all followed him in his last experiment among the 
ice, with that sort of blind confidence wliich the soldier 
comes, in time, to entertain in the orders of a tried and 

victorious general. 

The doctor was graphic in his account of the manner in 
which he and Ids wards plunged among these new trials. 
The lovely Chatterissa (for all his travelling companions 
were present) bent aside her head and hlnshed, as the 
philosopher alluded to the manner in wliich the pure flame 
that glowed in her gentle bosom resisted the chill iiifliience 
of that cold region ; and when lie recited an ardent declara- 
tion that my Lord Chatteriuo had made on the centre of a 
floe and tlie kind and amorous answer of his mistress, 1 
thought the applause of the old academicians would have 
actually brought the vaulted dome clattering about our 


At length he reached the point in the narrative where 
the amiable wanderers fell in with the sealers, on tliut 
unknown island to which chance and an adveise foituiio 
had unhappily led them, in their pilgrimage. I had taken 
measures secretly to instruct Mr. Poke and the rest o my 
companions, as to the manner in which it became us to 

demean ourselves, while the doctor 

academv with that first outrage committed by human 
rnpidity, or the seizure of himself and friends were 

to^risefin a body, and, turning our faces a li tie on one 
Bide veil our eyes in sign of shame. Less than tliio, i 
ruck me, could scarcely be done, without manifesting an 

tX S-ht have been identifying onrsehms with the 
particnla°r individuals of the species who had 

dvilization, gave an ingenious turn to 

species ; and which, if it left reason for any to blush, bj 
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noble act of ilisiutercstctiness, tlirew tlse ontlre onus of llio 
obllf'ation on liiraself. Instead of dwellin'; on the ruth- 
less manner in which he and his friends had been seized, 
the worthy doctor very tranquilly informed his listeners, 
that, lindiug himself, by hazard, brought in contact v.ith 
ar other species, and that the means of ])ushing iinportauL 
discoveries were unexpertedly placed in his power ; eoii- 
scious it had long been a desideratum with the saiuinfs to 
obtain a nearer view and more correct notions of huriKin 
society; believing he had a discretion in the matter of his 
wards, and knowing that the inhabitants of Leaplow, a 
republic which all disliked, were scr.ously talking of 
sending out an expedition for this very purpose, he liad 
promptly decided to profit by events, to push inquiry i(» 
the extent of his abilities, and to hazard all in the cause 
of learning and truth, by at once engaging tlic vessel of 
the sealers, and sailing, without dread of consc(jueuces, 
fortliwitii into the veiy bosom of the world of man ! 

I have listened with awe to the thunder of the tropics 
— I have held my breath as the artillery of a fleet 
vomited forth its fire, and rent the air with sudden cun- 
cussi<5bs — I have heard the roar of the tumbling river of 
the Canadas, and I have stood aghast at the crashing of a 
forest in a tornado ; but never before did I feel so liic- 
stirring, so thrilling an emotion of surprise, alarm, and 
sympathy, as that wliich arose within me, at the burst of 
commendation and delight with whicli tliis announcement 
of self-devotion and enterprise was received by the audi- 
v?iice. lails waved, paltes met each other in ecstasy, voice 
whistled to voice, and there was one common cry of ex- 
ultation, of rapture, and of glorification, at this proof, lu-t 
of monikin, lor that would have been fritteriug away tlie 
Iriumpli, but at this proof of Leaphigh courage. 

During the clamor, I took an opportunity to express 
ray satisfaction at the handsome manner in which our 
friend the doctor had passed over an acknowledged human 
delinquency, and the ingenuity with which he had turned 
the whole of the unhappy transaction to the glory of 
X^eaphigli. Noah answered that the philosopher had 
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certaiuly “ shown a knowledge of human natur’, and he 
presumed of monikin natur’, in the matter; no one would 
now dispute bis statement, since, as he knew by experi- 
ence, no one was so likely to be set down as a liar, as he 
who endeavored to unsettle the good opinion that either 
a community or an individual entertained of himself. 
Thi' was the way at Stuiiin’tun, and he believed this was 
pretty much tlie way at New York, or he might say with 
the wliole ’arth from pole to pole. As for himself, how- 
ever, he owned he should like to have a few minutes 
private conversation with the sealer in question, to hear 
his account of the matter; he didn’t know any owner in 
his part of the world, who would bear a captain out, 
should he abandon a v'yage in this way, on no better 
security than the promises of a monkey, and of a monkey, 
too, who must, of necessity, be an utter stranger to him.” 

TMieu the tumult of applause had a little abated, Dr. 
Reasono proceeded with bis narrative. He touclied 
lightly on the accorr.Teoflations of the schooner, which ho 
gave us reason to think were altogether of a quality be- 
neath the condition of her iiassengei's ; and he added that, 
falliu" in with a larger and fairer vessel, which was mak- 
iiicT a° passage between Rombay and Great Britain, he 
pi^fitcd by the occasion, to exchange ships. Ihis vessel 
touched at tlie island of St. Helena, where, according to 
the doctor’s account of the matter, he found me.ans to pass 

the greater part of the w'eek on shore. 

Of the island of St. Helena he gave a long, scientific, 

and certainly au interesting account. It was reported to 
be volcanic, by the human savanis, he said, but a mmu.e 
examination and a comparison of the geological formation, 
etc, had quite satisfied him that their own ancient account, 
which was couUined in the mineraiogicai works of Leop- 
h-gh, was the true one ; or, m other words, that this lock 

was a fragment of the poiar worid that had been b own 
away at tiie great eruption, and which had become sepa- 
rated from tiie rest of tiie mass at this ^ 

faiieu and become a fixture of the ocean, ^ere .he do^ 
tor proiliiced certain specimens of rock, whicii 
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fed to tlie learned present, inviting tbeir attention to its 
tharacter, and asking, willi great iniiun-alogical confidence. 
U it did not intimately re.-emliic a well-known stnitnin nf 
a mountain witliin two leagues of the very spot they were 
in? This triumi liant proof of the truth of his proposi- 
\ion was admirably received ; and the philosopher was in 
particular rewarded hy the smiles of all the females pres- 
ent ; for ladies usually are well pleased witii any demon- 
Btraiioii that saves them the trouble of comparison and 


re neelion. 

Before quitting this branch of his subject, the doctor 
ubservcil that, interesting as were these proofs of the 
accuracy of their histories, and of tlic great revolutions 
of inaniniate nature, tliere was another toiuc connected 
with St. Helena, whieli, ho felt certain, would excite a 
lively emotion in the breasts of all wlio hear«l him. .Vt 
the period of his visit, the island had been selected as i 
prison for a great compid'or ami disturber of his fellow- 
creatures ; and public attention was much drawn to the 
spot hy this circumstance, few men coming there who <lid 
not permit all their thouglits to be absorbed by the pu'-t 
acts and the present fortunes of the individual in question. 
As for himself, there was, of course, no great attraction in 
any events connected with mere human greatness, the little 
struggles and convulsions of llte species contaitiing no 
particular interest for a devotee of the raonikiti philos- 
ophy; but the manner in which all eyes were drawn in 
one direction, afforded him a liberty of action llmt he had 
eagerly improved, in a way that, he hunihly trusted, would 
not be thought altogether uuworlliy of tlteir approbation. 
"SMiile searching for minerals among the cliffs, his atleu- 
tion had been diawu to certain animals that are called 
monkeys, in the language of those regions ; which, from 
very obvious aOinitics of a physical nature, there was 
some reason to believe might have had a common ori'dn 
with the monikin species. The ac^idemy would at once 
c-ee how desirable it was to learn all the interesting par- 
ticulars of tlie habits, language, customs, marriages, funer- 
fils, religious opinions, ti:id:;i. elalo and 
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general moral condition of this interesting people, wilh a 
view to ascertain wliether they were merely one of those 
abortions, to which, it is known, nature is in the practice 
of giving birth, in the outward appearance of their owu 
species, or whether, as several of their best writers had 
plausibly maintained, they were indeed a portion of those 
whom they had been in the habit of designating as the 
“ lost monikins.” lie had succeeded in getting access to a 
family of these beings, and in passing an entire day in 
their society. The result of his investigations was, that 
they were truly of the monikin family, retaining much of 
the ingenuity and many of the spiritual notions of their 
origin, but witli tlieir intellects sadly blunted, and perhaps 
their improvable qualities annihilated, by the concussion 
of the elements that had scattered them abroad uj>on the 
face of the earth, houseless, hopeless, rcgionless wanderers. 
The vicissitudes of climate, and a great alteration of hab- 
its, had certainly wrought somo physical changes j but 
there still remained suflicient scicntinc identity to prove 
they were monikins. They even retained, in their tradi- 
tions, some glimmerings of the awful catastrophe by which 
tliey were sej)aratcd from the rest of their fellow-crea- 
tures ; but they necessarily were vague and profitless. 
Having touched on several other points connected with 
these very extraordinary facts, the doctor concluded by 
saying that he saw' but one w'ay in which this discovery 
could be turned to any practical advantage, beyond the 
confirmation it afforded of the truth of their ow'u annals. 
He suggested the expediency of fitting out expeditions to 
go among these islands and seize upon a number of fam- 
ilies, which, being transported into Leaphigh, might found 
a race of useful menials, who, while tliey would prove 
much less troublesome than those who possessed all the 
knowledge of monikins, would probably be found more 
intelligent and useful than any domestic animal which 
tliey at present owned. This happy application of the 
subject met with decided commendation. I observed that 
most of the elderly females put their heads together on 
ihe spot, and appeared to bo congratulating each other on 
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•he prospect of beins speedily relieved from their house- 
Dr. Reosono next spoke of his departure fiom St. 
Helena, and of his finally lauding in Portugal. Here, 
agreeably to his account, he engaged certain Savoyards o 
act as his couriers and guides during a tour he intended to 
make through Portugal, Spain, Switzerland, L ranee, etc., 
etc., etc. I listened with admiration. Never before had I 
60 lively a perception of the vast difference that is effected 
in our views of matters and things, by the agency of an 
active philosophy, as was now furnished by the narrative 
of the speaker. Instead of complaining of the treatment 
he had received, and of the degradations to which he and 
his companions had been subjected, he spoke of it all as so 
much prudent submission, on his part, to the customs of 
the countries in which he happened to find himself, and 
as the means of ascertaining a thousand important facts, 
both moral and physical, which he proposed to submit to 
tlie academy in a separate memoir, another day. At 
present, he was admonished by the clock to conclude, 
and he would therefore hasten his narrative as much as 


possible. 

Tlie doctor, with great ingenuousness, confessed that he 
could gladly have passed a year or two longer in those 
distant and highly interesting portions of the earth; but 
he could not forget that lie had a duty to perform to the 
friends of two noble families. The Journey of Trial had 
been completed under the most favorable auspices, and the 
ladies naturally became anxious to return home. ^Ihey 
had accordingly passed into Great Britain, a country re- 
markable for maritime enterprise, wliere he immediately 
commenced the necessary preparations for their sailing. 
A. ship had been procured under the promise of allowing 
to he freighted, free of custom-house charges, with the 
products of Leaphigh. A thousand applications bad been 
made to him for permission to be of bis party, the natives 
naturally enough wishing to see a civilized country; but 
prudence had admonished him to accept of those only who 
were the most likely to make themselves useful. The 
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King of Great Britain, no mean prince in human cstima* 
tion, had committed his only son and heir-apparent to hie 
care, with a view to liis improvement by travelling; and 
the lord high admiral himself had asked permission to take 
command of an expedition that was of so much impor- 
tance to knowledge in general, and to his own profession 
in particular. 

Here Dr. Reasono ascended our tribune, and presented 
Bob to the academy as the Prince-Royal of Great Britain, 
and Captain Poke as her Lord High Admiral ! He pointed 
out certain peculiarities about the former, the smut in par- 
ticular, wliich had become pretty etfectually incorporated 
with the skin, as so many signs of royal birth; and ordering 
the youngster to uncase, he drew forth the union-jack that 
the lad carefully kept about his nether part as a fender, and 
exliibited it as Ins armorial bearings— a modification of its 
uses that wouM not have been very far out of the way, had 
atjotlicr lioib beeu substituted for the agent. As for Capt.ain 
Poke, he requested the aca<]emiclans to study his nautical 
air in general, as furnishing sulficieut proof of his pursuits, 
and of the ordinary appearance of human seamen. 

Turning to me, I was then introduced to all present as 
the travelling governor and personal attendant of Bob, and 
as a very respectable person in my way. He adiled, that 
he believed, also, I had some pretension to he the discoverer 
of something tliat was called the social-slake system ; which, 
he dared to say, was a very creditable discovery for one of 
my opportunities. 

By this prompt substitution of employments, I found I 
had effectually changed places with the cjibin-hoy ; who, in- 
stead of waiting on me, w.as, in future, to receive that trifling 
attention at my hands. The mates were presented as two 
rear-admirals at nurse, aud the crew w’us said to be composed 
of so many post-captaius in the navy of Great Britain. To 
conclude, the audience was given to understand that we were 
all brought to Leaphigh, like the minerals from St. Helena, 
as so many specimens of the human species ! 

I shall not deny that Dr. Reasono had taken a very 
different view of himself aud his acts, as well as of me and 
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my acts, from those I had all along entertained myself; and 
yet, on reflection, it is so common to consider ourselves in 
lights very different from tliose in which we arc viewed hy 
others, that I could not. on the whole, complain as much of 
his representations as I had at first tliought it might becomo 
me to do. At all events, I was com))letely spared the ne- 
cessity of blushing for my generosity and disinterestedness 
and in other respects was saved tlic pain of viewing an^ 
part of my own conduct under a consciousnC'S of its attract- 
ing attciitioTi hy its singularity on the score of merit. I inu,-l 
say, nevei tlieljss, that I wj\s botli surprised and a little .*ii- 
diguant; but the sudden and une.xpected turn that had been 
given to the whole affair, threw me so completely off my 
centre, that for the life of me, I could not say a word in my 
own behalf. To make tlie matter worse, that monkey Ciiat- 
terino nodded to me kindly, as if he would show the specta- 
tors that, on the whole, he thought mo a very good sort of 
fellow ! 

After the lecture was over, the audience approached to 
examine us, taking a great many amiable liberties with our 
persons, and otherwise showing that we were deemed curi- 
osities worthy of their study. The king's cousin, too, was 
not neglectful of us, but he had it announced to the assemblv 
that we were entirely welcome to Leaphigh ; and that, out 
of respect to Dr. Reasono, we were all promoted to the 
dignity of “ Honorary Monikins,” for the entire period of 
our stay in the country. He aUo caused it to be pro- 
claimed, that if the boys annoyed us iii tlie streets, they 
should have their tails curled witli birch curling-irons. Aa 
for the doctor himself, it was proclaimed that, in addition to 
his former title of F. U. D. G. E., he was now preferred to 
be even M. 0. R. E., and that he was also raised to the di«^- 
nity of an II. O. A. X., the very highest honor to whicii 
any scivcdH of Leaplugh could attain* 

At length curiosity was appe;vsed, and we were permitted 
to descend from the tribune; the company ceasin^^ to attend 
to US, in order to pay attention to each other. °As I had 
«rae, now, to recollect myself, I did not lose a mo.uent in 
taking the two mates aside, to present a proposition that wo 



218 


THE MOAHKrNS. 


should go, in a body, before a notary, and enter a prot(?st 
against the unaccountable errors into which Dr. Reasono 
liad permitted himself to fall, whereby the truth was violated, 
the rights of persons invaded, humanity dishonored, and the 
Leaphigh philosophy misled. I cannot say that my argu- 
ments were well received ; and I was compelled to quit tho 
two rear-admirals, and to go in quest of tho crew, with the 
conviction that the former had been purchased. An appeal 
to the reckless, frank, loyal natures of the common seamen, 
I thou'^ht, would not fail to meet with better success. Here, 
too, I was fated to encounter disappointment. The men 
swore a few hearty oaths, and affirmed that Leaf high was a 
good country. They expected pay and rations, as a matter 
of course, in proportion to their new rank; and having 
tasted the sweets of command, they were not yet prepared 
to quarrel with their good fortune, aud to lay aside tho silver 
tankard for the tar-pot. 

Quitting the rascals, whose heads rc.ally appeared to he 
turned by their unexpected elevation, I determined to hunt 
up Bob, and by dint of Mr. Poke's ordinary application, 
compel him, at least, in despite of the union-jack, to return 
to a sense of his duty, and to reassumc his old post as 
the servitor of my wants. I found the little blackguaid in 
the midst of a bevy of monikinas of all ages, who were lav- 
ishing their attentions on his worthless person, and otherwise 
doing all they could to eradicate everything like humility, 
or any good quality that might happen to remain in him. 
H ; certainly gave me a fair opportunity to commence the 
attack, for he wore the union-jack over his shoulder, in tlie 
manner of a royal mantle, while the females of inferior rank 
pressed .about liim to kiss its hem ! The air with which he 
received this adulation, fairly imposed on even me; and 
fearfu. that the monikinas might mob me, should I attempt 
to undeceive them. — for monikinas, let them be of what 
specisi they may,alw.ays hug a delusion, — I abandoned my 
hostile intentions, for the moment, and hurried after i\li. 
Poke, little doubting my ability of bringing one of his nat- 
oral rectitude of mind to a right way of thinking. 

The captain heard my remonstrances with a decent respect 
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Hoc\ca seemed to enter into my feelings wiili a proper 
degree of sympathy. lie very frankly a<linittcd that I had 
not been well treated by Dr. Ueasono, and he appeared to 
iliinU that a private conversation with that individual might 
yet possibly have the elfect of bringing him to a more rea- 
fitiiuible representation of facts. Hut, as to any sudden and 
violent appeal to public opinion for justice, or an ill-advised 
recourse to a notary, he strenuously objected to both. Tha 
purport of his remarks was somewhat as follows: — 

•* He was not acqu.ainted with the Leapliigh law of pro 
tests, and in consequence, wc migl.t spend onr money in 
])aying fees, without rcaiiing any advantage; the doctor, 
moreover, was a philosopher, an F. U. D. G. E-, and an 
H. O. A. X., and these were fe:irful odds to conteml a2aiu5t 
in any country, and more especially in a foreign country ; ko 
had an innate dislike for lawsuits ; the loss of my station 
was certainly a grievance, hut still it might be borne ; as 
for himself, he never asked for the otlico of lord high ad- 
miral of Great Britain, but as it had been thrust U])on Inin, 
why. he would do his best to sustain the character ; he knew 
Ins friends at Stuuin’lun would be glad to hear of his pro- 
motion, for, though in his country there were no lords, nor 
even any admirals, his countrymen were always exceedingly 
rejoiced whenever any of their fellow-citizens wore preferred 
to those stations by anybody but themselves, seeming to 
think au honor conferred on one, was an honor confcrrc<l on 
the whole nation ; he liked to confer honor on his own na- 
tion. for no people on ’ui th tuck up a notion of this sort and 
divided it among themselves in a way to give each a share, 
sooner than the people of the Suites, though they w’ero veiy 
c:uUiou3 about leaving any portion of the credit in lirst 
hands, and therefore he was disposed to keep as much as lie 
could ivhile it was in Uis power ; he believed be was a bot- 
her seaman than most of the lord high admirals who had 
^one before him. and he had no fears on that score ; ho 
wondered whether his promotion made Miss Poke lady high 
admiral ; as I seemed greatly put out about my own rank, 
he would give me the acting appointment of a chaplain (ho 
didn’t thiuk I was qualified to be a sea officer), and ro doubt 
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JL iiaJ interest enough at home to get it confirmed; a great 
statesman in his country had said ‘ that few die and none re- 
sic^ned,’ and he didn't like to be the first to set new fashions ; 
for his part, he rather looked upon Dr. Reasono as his 
friend, and it was unpleasant to quarrel with one’s friends ; 
lie was willing to do anything in reason, but resign, and if I 
could persuade the doctor to say he had fallen into a mis- 
take in my parttcular case, and that I had been sent to 
Leaphigb as a lord high ambassador, lord high priest, or lord 
high anything else, except lord high admiral, why, he was 
ready to swear to it — though he now' gave notice, that in 
the event of such an arrangement, he should claim to rank 
me in virtue of the date of his own commission; if he gave 
up his appointment a minute sooner than was absolutely 
necessary, he should lose his own self-respect, and never dare 
look Miss Poke in the face again ; on the whole, he should 
do DO such thing ; ainl, finally, he wished me a good morn- 
ill", as he was about lo make a c-all on the lord high ad- 
miral of Lcapliigh.” 
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CHAPTER XVn. 

HEW LOKDS, NEW LAWS — GITIATION, ItOTATION, AND 
ANOTHER NATION ; ALSO AN INVITATION. 

1 FELT that my situation hail now hocome exccedingiy 
peculiar. Tt is true that my modesty had been unexpectedly 
spared, by the very ingenious turn Dr. Reasono had given 
to the history of our connection with each oilier ; but I 
could not see that I had gained any other advantage by the 
expedient. All my own species had, in a sense, cut me, 
and I was obliged to turn dcspondingly, and not without 
hnmiliatiun, toward the inn, where the bampiet oideied by 
Mr. Poke waited our appearance. 

I had reached the great square, when a tap on the knee 
drew my attention to one at my side. Ihe applicant fur 
notice was a monikin, who had all the physical peculiarities 
of a subject of Leaphigh, and yet, who was to be distin- 
guisbed froni most of the inhabitants of that country, by a 
longer and less cultivated nap to bis natural garment, greater 
shrewdness about the expression of the eyes and the mouth, 
a general air of business, and, for a novelty, a bob-cat/rfa. 
He was accompanied by positively the least w’ell-favored be- 
ing of the species I liad yet seen. I w’as addressed by the 
former. 

“ Good morning, Sir John Goldencalf,” he commenced, 
with a soit of jerk, that 1 afteiward learned was meant for 
a diplomatic salutation ; “ you have not met with the very 
best treatment to-day, and I have been waiting for a good 
opportunity to make my condolences, and to offer my ser- 
vices,” 

“ Sir, you are only too good. I do feel a little w'ronged , 
aud I must say, sympathy is most grateful to my feelings. 
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You will, however, allow me to express my surprise at your 
being acquainted with my real name, as well as with my 
misfortunes ? ” 

“ Why, sir, to own the truth, I belong to an examining 
people. The population is very much scattered in my 
country, and we have fallen into a practice of inquiry tlnit 
is very natural to such a state of things. I think you inuit 
have observed that in passing along a common highway, 
you rarely meet another without a nod ; while thousands 
are met iu a crowded street without even a glance of the 
eye. AV'e develop this principle, sir ; and never let any 
fact escape us for the want of a laudable curiosity.” 

“ You are not a subject of Lcaphigh, tlicn ? ” 

“ God forbid ! Ko, sir, I ara a citizen of Leaplow, a 
great and a glorious republic that lies three days’ sail from 
this island ; a new nation, which is in the enjoyment of all 
the advantages of youth and vigor, and which is a perfect 
miracle for the boldness of its conceptions, the purity of its 
institutions, and its sacred respect for tho rights of moni- 
kins. I have the honor to be, moreover, tlie envoy-extraor- 
dinary and minister-plenipotentiary of the republic to tlio 
king of Leapbigli,a Jiation from which we originally sprung, 
but which we have left far behind us iu tlie race of glory 
and usefulness. I ought to acquaint you with my name, 
sir, in return for the advantage I possess on this head, in 
relation to yourself.” 

Hereupon my new acquaintance put into my hand ono of 
bis visitiiig-Ciirds, which contained as follows : — 

Gencral-CooiDiodoro-JiuIge- Colonel 
Pkoi'Le's Fiuend : 

£nroy-Eitraordi sry and Ministcr-Plenipolentiary from tho llcpubllc of 
Le.'iplow, near liU M^esty the liing of Lcaphigh. 

“ Sir,” said I, pulling otf my hat witli a profound rever- 
ence, “ I was not aware to whom I had the honor of speak- 
ing. You appear to fill a variety of employments, and I 
make no doubt, with equal skill.” 

« Yes, sir, I believe I am about as good at ono of my 
professions as at another.” 

“ You will permit me to observe, however, general — 
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a-a jutlge a-a — I scarcely know, clear sir, which o! 

these titles is the most to your taste ? ” 

“•Use which you please, sir. I began with general, hut 
had got as low as colonel before I left home. Peoples 
Friend is the only appellation of which I am at all tena- 
cious. Call me People’s Friend, sir, and you may call me 
annhing else you find most convenient.” 

Sir, you are only too obliging. May I venture to ask 
if you have really, persona, filled all tliese difforeiit 

stations in life?” 

“ Certainly, sir ; I hope you do not mistake mo for an 
impostor ! ” 

“ As far from it as possible. But a judge and a commo- 
dore, for instance, arc characters wliose duties arc so utterly 
at variance in human alTairs, that I will allow I find the 
conjunction, even in a monikin, a little extraordinary.” 

“ Not at all, sir. I was duly elected to each, served my 
time out in them all, and have honorable discharges to show 
ill every instance.” 

“You must have found some perplexity in the perform- 
ance of duties so very different ? ” 

“Ah — I sec 5 'ou have been long enough in Lcaphigli 
to imbibe some of its prejudices! It is a sad country for 
prejudices. I got my foot mired in some of lliem myself, as 
soon as it touched the land. Wliy, sir, my card is an illus- 
tration of what we call, in Leaplow, roUition in othce.” 

“ Rotation iu office ! ” 

“ Yes, sir, rotation in office ; a system that we invented 
fbr our personal convenience, and which is likely to be firm, 
as it depends on principles that are eternal.” 

“ ‘Will you suffer me to inquire, colonel, if it has any 
affinity to the social-stake system ? ” 

“ Not in the least. That, as I understand it, is a sta- 
tionary, wliile this is a rotatory system. Nothing is sim- 
pler. We have in I.eaplow two enormous boxes made in 
the form of wheels. Into one we put the names of the 
citizens, and into the other the names of the offices. Wo 
then draw forth, in the manner of a lottery ; aud the thing 
\8 settled for a tnelvcmouth.” 
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“ I find tins rotatory plan exceedingly simple — pray 
sir, does it work as well as it promises ? ” 

“ To perfection. We grease the wheels, of course, peri- 
odically.” 

“ And are not frauds sometimes committed by those who 
are selected to draw their tickets ? ” 

“ Oh ! they are chosen precisely in the same way.” 

** But those who draw their tickets ? ” 

“ All rotatory — they are drawn exactly on the same 
princii»le.” 

“ But there must be a begiuuing. Those, again, who 
draw their tickets — they may betray their trusts ? ” 

“ Impossible — they are always the most patriotic patri- 
ots of the laud ! No, no, sir — we are not such dunces as 
to leave anything to corruption. Chance does it all. 
Chance makes me a commodore to-day — a judge to-mor- 
row. Chance makes the lottery boys, and chance makes 
the patriots. It is necessary to see in order to understand 
how much purer and more useful is your chance patriot, for 
instance, than one that is bred to the calling.” 

“ Why, this savors, after all. of the doctrine of descents, 

which is little more than matter of chance.”^ 

“ It would be so, sir, I confess, were it not that our 
chances centre in a system of patriots. Our approved 
patriots are our guarantees against abuses ” — 

“Hem!” interrupted the companion of Commodore 
People’s Friend, with an awkward distinctness, as if to re- 
call himself to our recollection. 

“ Sir John, I crave pardon for great remissness \ allow 

me to present my fellow-citizen, Brigadier Downright, a 
gentleman who is on his travels, like yourself; and as ex- 
celleiit a fellow as is to bo found in the whole mouika 

region.” 

“ Brigadier Downright, I crave the honor of your ao 
quaiutauce. But, gentlemen, I too have been sadly negli- 
gent of politeness. A banquet that has cost a hundred 
promises is waiting ray appearance ; and, as some of t e 
Lpected guests are unavoidably absent, if you would favor 
me with your excellent society, we might spend an agree- 
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able hour, in the further discussion of these important inter- 
ests.” 

As neither of tlje strangers made t!ie smallest objection 
to the proposal, we were all soon comfortably situated a' 
the dinner-lahle. The commodore, wlio, it would seem, 
was habitually well fed, merely paid a little complimentary 
attention to the bampiet ; but Mr. Downright attacked ir 
tooth and nail, and 1 liad no great reason to regret the ah’ 
eence of Mr. Poke. In the mean time, the coiiverbutioi* 
did not flag. 

“ I tliiuk I understiind the outline of your system, Juds»i* 
People’s Friend,” I resumed, “ with the exception of tli-* 
part that relates to the patriots. Would it be asking to** 
much to request a little explanation on that particular 
point ? ” 

*' Not in the least, sir. Our social arrangoment is foundcl 
on a hint from nature ; a base, as you will concede, tliat is 

a universe. As a people, wc are a 
hive that formerly swarmed from Leaphigh ; and finding 
ourselves free and independent, we set about forthwith 
building the social system, on not only a sure foundation, 
but on sure principles. Observing that nature dealt in 
duplicates, we pursued the hint, as the leading idea ” — . 

“ In duplicates, commodore ! ” 

“Certainly, Sir John— a monikin has two eyes, two 
ears, two nostrils, two lungs, two arms, two hands, two legs, 
two feet, and so on to the end of the chapter. On this 
hint, we ordered that there should be drawn, morally, in 
every district of Leaplow, two distinct and separate Hues, 
that should run at right angles to each other. These were 
termed the “political landmarks” of the country; and it 
was expected that every ciiizep should range himself along 
oui or the other. All this you will undersUind, however, 
Wat a moral contrivance, not a physical one.’' 

“ Is the obligation of this moral contrivance imperative ? ” 

“Not legally, it is trne ; but then, be wlio does not re- 
spect it is like one who is out of fashion, and he is so gen- 
erally esteemed a poor devil, that tb,: usage has a good 
deal more than the force of a law. A.t lirst, it was m- 
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tended to make it a part of the constitution ; but one of 
our most experienced statesmen so clearly demonstrated 
that, by so doing, we should not only weaken the nature 
of the obligation, but most probably raise a party against it, 
that the idea was abandoned. Indeed, if anjihing, both 
the letter and the spirit of the fundamental law have been 
made to lean a little against the practice ; but having been 
cleverly introduced, in the way of construction, it is now 
bone of our bone, and flesh of our flesh. Well, sir, these 
two great political landmarks being faiily drawn, the first 
effort of one who aspires to be tliouglit a patriot is, to ac- 
quire the practice of ‘ toeing tlie mark ’ promptly and with 
facility. But should I illustrate my positious by a few ex- 
periments, you might comprehend the subject all the better. 
For though, in fact, the true evolutions are purely moral, 
as I have just had the honor to explain, yet we liavc insti- 
tuted a physical parallel that is very congenial to our hab- 
its, with which the neophyte silways commences.” 

Here the commodore took a bit of chalk and drew two 
very distinct lines, crossing each other at riglit angles, 
throu^^h the centre of the room. When this was done, he 
placed his feet together, and then he invited me to exam- 
ine if it were possible to sec any part of the planks between 
the extremities of his toes aud the lines. After a rigid 
look, I was compelled to confess it was not. 

“This is what we call ‘toeing the mark;’ it is ‘social 
position, No. 1.’ Alrno.-t every citizen gets to be expert in 
j)racticiug it, on one or the other of the two great political 
lines. After this, he who would push his fortunes further, 
tommenccs his career on tlie gi*eat rotatory principle.” 

“ Your pardon, commodore; we call tlie word rotary, ie 

English.” 

Sir, it is not expressive enough for our meaning; n'l.l 
therefore we term it ‘ rotatory.’ I sliall now give you an 
example of position No. 2.” 

Here the commodore made a spring, throwing his body, 
U 3 a soldier would express it, to tlie “ right about,” bringing, 
at the same time, his feet entirely on the other side of tli« 
line ; always rigidly toeing the mark. 
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“ Sir,** eaid I, “ tills was extremely well do Be ; but is tins 
evolution as useful as certainly it is dexterous ?” 

“It has the advantage of changing front. Sir John; a 
manreuvre quite as useful in politics as in war. I\Iost all 
in the line get to practice this, loo, as iny friend Downright, 
there, could show you, were lie so di.sposed.” 

“ I don’t like to expose my Hanks, or luy rear, nitre than 
another,” growled the bi-igadicr, 

“ If agreeable, I will now show you gyration 2d, or posi- 
tion No. 3.” 


On my expressing a strong desire to see it, the commo- 
dore put himself again in position No. 1 ; and (hen he 
tl'.rew what Captain Poke was in the habit of calling a 
‘‘flap-jack, ora summerset; coining down in a way tena- 
ciously to toe the mark. 


I was much gratilied with the dexterity of the commo- 
doie. and frankly expressed as much; inquiring, at the 
same time, if many attained to the same skill. liotli the 
commodore and the hiigadier laughed at the simplicity of 
the question ; the former answering that the people* of 
Lcaplow were exceedingly active and adventurous, and 
both lines had got to be so expert, that, at iho word of 
command, they would throw their summersets in as exact 
time, and quite as promptly as a regiment of guards would 
go tl^ugh the evolution of slapping (heir cartridge-boxes. 

“What, sir,” I exclaimed, in admiration, “ the entire 
population ! ” 

“ Virtually, sir. There is, now and then, a stumbler; 
but he IS instantly kicked out of sight, and uniformly 
counts for nothin".” ^ 

O 

“ But as yet, commodore, your evolutions are altocotlier 
too general to admit of the chance selection of patriota, 
since patriotism is usually a monopoly.” 

“Very true Sir John; I shall therefore come to the 
mam point without delay. Thus far, it is pretty much an 
affair of the whole population, as you say j few refusing to 
t^oe the maik, or to throw the necessary flap-jacks, as you 
have lugemously termed them. The lines, as you may 
percciva, cross each other at right angles; and there la 
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consequently some crowding, and occ^isionally a good dcai 
of jostling, at and near the point of junction. We bcifin 
to term a monikin a patriot when he can perform lina 
evolution.” 

Here- the commodore threw his heels into the air with 
such rapidity that I could not very well tell what he was 
about, though it was sulliciently apparent that he was act- 
ing entirely on the rotatory principle. I observed that lie 
alighted, with singular accuracy, on the very spot whero 
he had stood before, toeing the mark with beautiful pje- 
cision. 

“ That is what we call gyration 3d, or position No. 4. 
lie who can execute it is considered an adept in our poli- 
tics; and he invariably takes his position near the enemy, 
or at the junction of the hostile lines.” 

“ How, sir, are these lines, then, manned as they are 
with citizens of the same country, deemed hostile ! 

“ Are cats and dogs hostile, sir ? Certainly, although 
standing, as it might be, face to face, acting on prccibcly 
the same principle, or tlie rotatory impulse, and professing 
to have exactly the same object in view, namely, the com- 
mon good, they are social, political, and I might almost 
say, tlie moral antipodes of each other. They rarely in- 
termarry, never c.xtol, and frecjuently refuse to speak to 
one another. In short, as the brigadier could tell you, if 
he were so disposed, they are antagonist, body and soul. 

To be plain, sir, they are enemies.” 

“This is very extraordinary for fellow-citizens ! ” 

“ ’Tis the monikin nature,” observed Jlr. Downright ; 

“ no doubt, sir, men are much wiser?” 

As I did not wi^h to divert tlie discourse from the pres- 
ent topic, 1 merely bowed to this remark, and begged the 

judge to proceed. , 

“Well, sir,” continued the latter, “you can easily imag 

inc that they who are placed near the point where the 
two lines meet, have no sinecures. To speak the truth, 
they blackguard each other with all their abilities, he who 
manifests the most inventive genius in this high accom. 
plisliment, being commonly thought the cleverest fellow 
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Now, sir, none but a patriot could, in the nature of 
endure this without some otlier motive than his country s 


good, and so we esteem them.” 

“ But the most patriotic patriots, commodore?'* 

The minister of Leaphigh now toed the mark again, 
placing himself within a few feet of the point of junction 
hetween the two lines; and then he begged me to pay par- 
ticular attention to his evolution. Wlien all was ready* 
the commodore threw himself, as it were, invisihly into the 
air again, heml over heels, so far as I could discover, and 
aliglued on the antagonist line, toeing the mark with a 
most astonishing particularity. It was a clever gyration, 
beyond a doubt ; aud the performer looked toward me, as 
if inviting commendation. 

‘^Admirably executed, judge, and in a way to induce 
one to believe that you must have paid great attention to 


the practice.” 

“I have perforrae<l this manoeuvre, Sir John, five times 
in real life ; aud my claim to be a patriotic patriot is 
founded on its invariable success. A single lalsc step 
might have ruined me ; but as you say, pr.actice makes 
perfect, aud perfection is the parent of success.” 

“ And yet I do not rightly understand how so sudden a 
desertion of one’s own side, to go over, in this active man- 
ner, head over heels, I may say, to another side, constitutes 
a fair claim to be deemed so pure a character as that of a 


patriot,” 

“ What, sir, is not he who throws himself defcnselessly 


into the very middle of the ranks of the enemy, the here 
5f the combat? Now, as this is a political struggle, and 
not a warlike struggle, but one in which the good of the 
country is alone uppermost, the mouikin who thus muni- 
fc-sts the greatest devotion to the cause must be the purest 
y^r'^triot. I give you my honor, sir, all my own claims are 
founded entirely on this partiular merit.” 

“ He is right, Sir John ; you may believe every word 
he says,” observed the brigadier, nodding. 

“ I begin to understand your system, which is certainly 
well adapted to the monikin habits, and must give rise to 
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^ noble emulation in the practice of the rotatory principla 
liut I understood you to say, colonel, that the people of 
Leaplow are from the hive of Leaphi^h?” 

“Just so, sir.” 

“ How happens it, then, that you dock yourselves of the 
nobler member, while the inhabitants of this country cher- 
ish it as the apple of the eye — nay, as tlie seat of reason 
itself ? ” 

“ You allude to our tails? Wliy, sir, nature has de^U 
out these ornaments with a very unequal hand, as you 
may perceive on looking out of tl»e window. ‘We agree 
that the tail is tlje seat of reason, and that the extremities 
are the most intellectual parts ; but, as governments are 
framed to equalize these natural inequalities, we denounce 
them as anti-republican. The law requires, therefore, 
that every citizen, on attaining his majority, shall be 
docked agreeably to a standard measure that is kept in 
each district. TVitliout some such expedient, there might 
be an aristocracy of intellect among us, and there would 
be an end of our liberties. Tliis is the qiialification of a 
voter, too, and of course we all seek to obtain it.” 

Here the brigadier leaned across the table and whis- 
pered tliat a great patriot, on a most trying occasion, bad 
succeeded in throwing a summerset out of his own into 
the antagonist line, and that, as he carried witii him all 
the sacred principles for wliich his party had been furi- 
ously contending for many years, he had been unceremo- 
niously dragged back by liis tail, whicli unfortunately came 
within reach of those quondam friends on whom he had 
turned his back ; and that the law had, in truth, been 
passed in tlie interests of tlie patriots. He added, that iho 
lawful measure allowed a longer stump than com 
monly used ; but that it was considered underbred for any 
one to wear a dock that readied more than two inches and 
three quarters of an inch into society, and that most of 
their political aspirants, in particular, chose to limit them- 
selves to one inch and one quarter of an inch, as a proof 
of excessive humility. 

Thanking Mr. Downright for his clear and sensible 
explanation, the conversation was resumed. 
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“I tliou<^lit, as your instilutions are founded on 

reason and natiTre, ju.lLo r I conlin.ied. *• that you would 
be more disposed to cultivate this member tlian to muti- 
late It; and this the more especially, as I uii'lcrstand aM 
monikins believe it to be the very (piintessence of reason.” 

“ No doubt, sir ; wc do cultivate our tails, but it is 4*u 
tlic vegetable principle, or as the skillful gardener lupi 
tlie branch that it may throw out more vigorous shoots. 
]t is true, we do not expect to see the tail itself sproutntg 
out anew; but then we look to the increase of its reason, 
and to its more general dilYusion in society. The extrem- 
ities of our cuuda, as fast as they are lopiicd, arc senL to 
a great intellectual mill, where the mind is extracted from 
the matter, and the former is sold, on public account^ .o 
the editors of the daily journals. ibis is the reason our 
Leaplow jounialijts are so distingui'ln d for their ingenuity 
ami capacity, and the reason, too, why they so laithfully 
represent the average of the Leaplow’ knowledge.” 

“And honesty, you ought to ad<l,” growled the brigadi'-r. 

“ I see the beauty of the system, judge, and very beauti- 
ful it is! Tliis essence of lopped tails rep^c.^ellts tlie aver- 
age of Leaplow brains, being a compound of all tlie tails in 
the country ; and as a daily journal is addressed to the 
average intellect of the community, there is a singular fit- 
ness between the readers and the readees. To complete 
my stock of information on this head, however, w ill jou 
just allow’ me to inquire what is the clfect of this system on 
tlie totality of Leaplow intelligence?” 

“Wonderful! As we are a commonw’ealth, it is neces- 


sary to have a unity of sentiment on all loading metter;\ 
ami by thus compouufliiig ;dl the extremes of our reasons, 
we get wl;i\t is called ‘ public opinion ; ' which public opin- 
ion is uttered through the public journals ” — 

“ And a most patriotic patriot is always chosen to be the 
inspector of the mill,” interrupted the brigadier. 

“ Better and better ! you send all the liner parts of your 
several intellects to be ground up and kneaded togethei ; 
tho compound is sold to the journalists, w’ho utter it auew, 
as the results of the united wisdom of the country ! ” 
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“ Or,^ as public opibion. We make great account of 
reason in all our affairs, invariably calling ourselves the 
most enliglitened nation on earth ; but then we are espe- 
cially averse to anything like an insulated effort of the 
mind, which is offensive, anti-republican, aristocratic, and 
dangerous. We put all our trust in this representation of 
brains, which is singularly in accordance with the funda- 
mental base of our society, as you must perceive.” 

“ We are a commercial people, too,” put in the brigadier ; 

and being much accustomed to the laws of insurance, we 
like to deal in averages.” 

“ Very true, brother Downright ; very true. We are 
jnirticularly averse to anything like inequality. Ods zooks ; 

is almost as great an offense for a monikin to know more 
than his neighbors, as it is for him to act on his own 
impulses. No, no ; we are truly a free and an independent 
commonwealth, and we hold every citizen as amenable to 
public opinion, in all he iloes, says, thinks, or wishes.” 

“ Pray, sir, do both of tlie two great political lines send 
their tails to the same mills, and respect the same general 
sentiments ? ” 

“ No, sir ; we have two public opinions in Leaplow.” 

“ Two public opinions ! ” 

“ Certainly, sir; the horizontal and the perpendicular.” 

“ This infers a most extraordinary fertility of thought; 
and one that I hold to be almost impossible! ” 

Here tbe commodore and the brigadier incontinently both 
laughed as hard as they coul I ; and that, too, directly in my 
face. 

“ Dear me, Sir John — why, my dear Sir John ! you are 
really the drollest creature ! ” gasped the judge, holding his 
eiJes; “the very funniest question I have ev — ev — ever 
Micountered ! ” He now stopped to wipe his eyes; after 
winch he was better able to exjuess himself. “Tlie same 
public opinion, forsooth! Dear me — dear me, that I 
should not have made myself understood ! I commenced, 
my good Sir John, by telling you that we deal in dupli- 
cates, on a hint from nature ; and that we act on the rota- 
tory principle. In obedience to tbe first, we have always 
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two rublic opinions ; and, although tiie great political land- 
marks are drawn in wliat may be called a stationary sense, 
they, too, are in truth rotatory. One, which is thought to 
lie parallel to the fundamental law, or the constitutional 
meridian of Uie country, is termed the horizontal, and the 
uther the perpendicular line. Now, as nothing is really 
stationary in Leaplow, these two great landmarks are 
Always acting, likewise, on the rotatory principle, changing 
places periodically ; the perpendicular becoming the liori- 
zontal, and vice versa ; they who toe their respective marks; 
necessarily taking new views of things as they vary the 
line of siglit. These great revolutions are, however, very 
Blow, and are quite as imperceptible to those wlio accom- 
pany them, as are the revolutions of our planet to its 
inhabitants.” 

“ And the gyrations of the patriots, of which the judge 
has just now spoken,” added the brigadier, “ are much tlio 
B:ime as the eccentric movements of tlie comets that embel- 
lish the solar system, without deranging it by their uncer- 
tain courses.” 

“No. sir, we should be poorly off, indeed, if we bad but 
one public opinion,” resumed the ju<lge. “ Kcod. 1 <lo not 
know what would become of the most patriotic patriots iu 
such a dilemma! ” 

“ Pray, sir, let me ask, as you draw for places, if you 
have as many places as there are citizens ? ” 

‘ Certainly, sir. Our places are divided, firstly, into the 
tr great subdivisions of the ‘inner’ and the ‘outer.’ 
T1 ose who toe the mark on the most popular lino occupy 
the former, and those who toe the mark on the least popular 
line take all the rest, as a matter of course. 'J’he first, 
however, it is necessary to explain, are iho only places 
w’orth liaving. As great care is had to keep the community 
pretty nearly equally divided” — 

“Excuse the interruption — but in what manner is this 
effected ? ” 

“ Why, as only a certain number can toe tbo mark, we 
coun‘ all those who are not successful in getting up to tho 
line, as outcasts ; and, after fruitlessly hanging about our 
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skirts for a time, they invariably go over to the other line ; 
since it is better to be first in a village than second in Rome. 
We thus keep up something like an equilibrium in the 
state, which, as you must know, is necessary to liberty. 
The minority take tlie outer places, and all the inner are 
left to the majority. Then comes another subdivision of 
the places ; that is to say, one division is formed of tlie 
honorary, and another of tlie profitable places. The honor- 
ary, or about nine tenths of all the inner places, are divided, 
with great impartiality, among tlie mass of those who have 
toed the mark on tlie strongest side, and who usually are 
satisfied with the glory of the victory. The names of the 
remainder are put into tlie wlieels to be drawn for against 
the prizes, on the rotatory principle.” 

“ And the patriots, sir ; are they included in this 
chance-medley ? ” 

“ Far from it. As a reward for their dangers, they have 
a little wheel to themselves, although they, also, are com- 
pelled to submit to the rotatory priuciple. Their cases 
differ from those of the others, merely in the fact that they 
always get something.” 

I would gladly have pursued the conversation, which was 
opening a flood of light upon my political understanding ; 
but just then a fellow with the air of a footman entered, 
carrying a packet tied to the end of bis cauda. Turning 
round, ho presented his burden, with profound respect, and 
witlidrcw. I found tliat the packet contained three notes 
with the following addresses : — 

*‘To liLs Royal Highness Boh, Prince of Wales, etc., etc.** 

To niy Lonl High Ailmiral Poke, elc., etc., etc.** 

M To Master Goldeiicalf, Clerk, etc., etc., etc.** 

Apologizing to my guests, the seal of my own note was 
eagerly opened. It read us follows : — 

“The Right Honorable the Earl of Chatlerino, Urd of the Bedchaiuber 
in on bis ^^njesty, informs Master Jobii Goldencaif, Clerk, that he is 

commanded to attend the drawins-room, this evening, when the nuptial cere- 
mony will take place between the Earl of Chatlerino and the Lady Chatter- 
iasa, the first Maid of Honor to her Majesty tlie Queeu. 

“ N. B. The gentleuiea wilt appear in &1I dress.” 
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On explaining tlie contents of my note to flic judge, he 
informed me that he was aware of the approaching cere 
mony, as he had also an invitation to he present, in his 
official character. I hegged, as a particular favor, Knglaiid 
having no representative at Lea[ihigli, that he woiihl do me 
the honor to present me, in his capaedty of a foreign min- 
ister. The envoy made no sort of ohjection, ami I inquired 
as to the costume necessary to he observed ; as, so far as I 
had seen, it was good-breeiling at Leaphigli to go naked, 
'i’lie envoy ha«l the goodness to explain, that althongh, in 
point of mere attire, clothing was extremely ofleiisive to 
the people of bot!» Leaphigh and Leaplow yet, in the 
former country, no one could present himself at court, for- 
eign ministers excepted, without a cauda. As soon as we 
understood each other on these points, we separated, with 
an understanding that I was to be in readiness (together 
with my companions, of whose interest I liad not been for- 
getful) to attejid tlic envoy and tlie brigadier, when they 
ebould call for me at an hour that v/as named. 
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CHAPTER X’Vail. 

A COtmr, A COURT-DRESS, AND A COURTIER — JUSTICE Ilf 
VARIOUS ASPECTS, AS WELL AS HONOR. 

My guests were no sooner gone than I sent for the land- 
lady, to inquire if any court-dresses were to be had in the 
neighborhood. She told me plenty might certainly be had, 
that were suited to the monikin dimensions, but she much 
doubted whether there was a tail in all Leaphigh, natural 
or artihcial, that was at all fit for a person of my stature. 
This was vexatious; and I was in a brown study, calling 
up all my resources for the occasion, when Mr. Poke 
entered tlie inn, carrying in his hand two as formidable ox- 
tails as I remember ever to have seen. Throwing one 
tow’ard me, he said the lord higli admiral of Lenidiigh had 
acquainted him that there was an invitation out for the 
prince and himself, as well as for the governor of the for- 
mer, to be present at court within an hour. He had hur- 
ried off from what he called a very good dinner, considering 
there was nothing solid (the captain was particularly fond 
of pickled pork), to let me know the honor thaA was 
intended us ; and on the way home, he had fallen in with 
Dr. Reasono, who, on being acquainted with his errand, had 
not failed to point out the necessity of tlie whole party 
coming en hahit de cour. Here was a dilemma, with a *en- 
ceance; for the first idea that struck the captain was, “the 
;itter impossibility of finding anything in this way, in all 
Leapliigh, befitting a lord high admiral of his length of 
keel ; for, as to going in an ordinary monikin queue, why 
he should look like a three-decked ship, with a brig’s spar 
stepped for a lower mast ! ” Dr. Reasono, however, had 
kindly removed the embarrassment, by conducting him to 
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the cabinet of natural history, where three salable append- 
a‘res had been found, namely, two fine relics of oxen, and 
another, a capital specimen, that had formerly been tUo 
mental lever, or as the captain expressed it, “ the steering 
oar” of a kangaroo. The latter liad been sent olf, express, 
with a kind consideration tor the honor of Great Britain, to 
Prince Bob, who was at a villa of one of the royal family, 
ID the neigliborhood of Aggregation. 

I was greatly indebted to Noah, for his dexterity in ho p- 
iny me to a good fit with my court-dress. There was not 
time for much particularity, for we were in momentary 
expectation of Judge People’s Friend’s return. All we 
could do, therefore, was to make a belt of canvas (the 
captain being always provided with needles, palm, etc., in 
his bag), and to introduce the sumller end of tlic tail 
througli a hole in the belt, drawing its base tight up to 
the cloth, which, in its turn, was stitched round our bod- 
ies. This was but an indifferent substitute for the natural 
appendage, it is true ; and the hide had got to be so dry and 
unyielding, tlir*t it was impossible for the least observant 
person to imagine there was a particle of brains in it. The 
arrangement had also another disadvantage. Tlie cauda 
struck out nearly at right angles with the position of the 
body, and beside occupying much more space than would 
probably be permitted in the royal presence, “ it gave any 
jackanapes,” as Noah observed, “ the great advantage over 
us, of making us yaw at pleasure, since he might use the 
outriggers as levers.” But a seaman is incxliaiistible in 
expedients. Two “ back-stays,” or “bob-stays” (for the 
captain facetiously gave them both appellations), were 
soon “ turned in,” and the tails w'ere “stayed in, in a wty 
to bring them as upright as trysail masts to which spars, 
indeed, according to Noah’s account of the matter, they 
bore DO small resemblance. 

The envoy-extraordinary of Leaplow, accompanied by 
kis friend, Brigadier Downright, arrived just as we were 
dressed; and a most extraordinary figure the former cat, 
U truth must be said. Although obliged to be docked, 

i Cutuia 
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according to the Leaplow law, to sii inches, and brought 
down to a real bob, by both the public opinions of his 
country, for this was one of the few points on which these 
antagonist sentiments were perfectly agreed, he now ap- 
peared in just the largest brush I remember to have seen 
appended to a monikin ! I felt a strong inclination to 
joke the rotatory republican on this coquetry ; but then I 
remembered how sweet any stolen indulgence becomes, and 
for the life of me, I could not give utterance to a bon-mot. 
The elegance of the minister was rendered the more con- 
spicuous by the simplicity of the brigadier, who had con- 
trived to moustache his dock, a very short one at the best, 
in such a manner as to render it nearly invisible. On my 
expressing a doubt to Mr. Downright about his being ad- 
mitted in such a costume, he snapped his lingers, and gave 
me to understand he knew better. He appeared as a 
brigadier of Leaplow (I found afterward that ho was in 
truth no soldier, but that it was a fashion among his coun- 
trymen to travel under the title of brigadier), and this 
was his uniform ; and he should like to see the chamber- 
lain who would presume to call in question the state of 
his wardrobe ! As it was no affair of mine, I prudently 
dropped the subject, aud we were soon in the court of the 
palace. 

I shall pass over the parade of guards, the state bands, 
the sergeant-trumpeters, the crowd of footmen and pages, 
and conduct the reader at once to the antechamber. 
Here we found the usual throng composed of those who 
live in the smiles of princes. There was a great deal of 
politeness, much bow'ing and courtesying, and the custom- 
ary amount of genteel empressement to be the first to bask 
in the sunshine of royalty, dudge People’s Friend, in 
his character of a foreign minister, was privileged ; and 
we had enjoyed the private entree, and were now, of right, 
placed nearest to the great doors of the royal apartments. 
Most of the diplomatic corps were already in attendance, 
and, quite as a matter of course, there were a great many 
cordial manifestations of the ardeni, attachment that bound 
tiiem and tbei)' masters together, in the inviolable bonds 
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ot a most sacred amity. Judge People’s Friend, accord- 
ina to his owa account of the matter, represented a great 
i^alion — a very great nation — and yet 1 di<i not perceive 
that he met with a warm — a very warm — reception. 
However, as he seemed sati.died witli himself, and all 
around him, it would have been unkind, not to say rude, 
in a straniror to disturb liis self-esteem ; and I took espe- 
cial care, tlierefore, not to betray, by the sliglilest bint, my 
opinion that a good many near his person sceme<l to tliink 
him and his arliticial »|ueue somewhat in the way. llie 
courtiers of Leajihigh, in particular, wlio arc an exceed- 
ingly exclusive and fastidious corps, appeared to reganl 
the privileges of the judge with an evil eye; and one or 
two of them actually held their noses as he llouri.shcd his 
brush a little too near their sacred faces, as if tin y found 
its odor out of fashion. While making these silent obser- 
vations, a page criial out from the lower part of the sa- 
loon, “ Room for his royal Ijighucss the crown prince of 
Great llritain!” The crowd opened, and that young 
blackguard Bob walked up the avenue, in state, lie wore 
the turnspit garment as the base of bis toilet ; but the 
superstructure was altogctbcr more in keeping with tlie 
rascal’s assumed character. The union-jack was thrown 
over his shoulder in tlic fashion of a mantle, and it was 


supported by the cook and steward of the Walrus (two 
blacks), both clothed as alligators. The kangaroo’s tail 
was rigged in a way to excite audible evidences of envy 
in the heart of ^Ir. Poke. The slejiping of it, tlic cap- 
tain wliispercd, “ did the young dog great credit, for it 
looked as natural as the best wig be bad ever seen ; and 
‘hen, in addition to the bob-stay, it bad two guys, width 
acted like the yoke-lines of a boat, or in such a way, that 
by bolding one in each band, the brush could be workeil 
• starboard and larboard ’ like a rudder.’* [ have taken 


this description mainly from the mouth of ;he c.aptain, and 
most sincerely do I hope it may be intelligible to the reader. 

Bob appeared to be conscious of his advantages ; for, 
on reaching the upper end of the room, he began whisk- 
ing his tail, and flourishing it to toe right and left, so as 
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to excite a very perceptible and lively admiration in the 
mind of Judge People’s Friend — an effect that so much 
the more proved the wearer’s address, for that higli func* 
tionary was bound ex officio to entertain a sovereign con- 
tempt for all courtly vanities. I saw the eye of the cap- 
tain kindle, however ; and when the insolent young 
coxcomb actually had the temerity to turn his back on liis 
inastar, and to work bis brush under his very nose, human 
nature could endure no more. The riglit leg of my lord 
high admiral slowly retired, with somewliat of the caution 
jf tlie cat about to spring, and then it was projected for- 
ward, with a rapidity that absolutely lifted the crown 
prince from the Hoor. 

The royal self-possession of Bob could not prevent an 
exclamation of pain, as well as of surprise, and some of 
the courtiers ran forward involuntarily to aid him — for 
courtiers always ran involuntarily to the succor of princes. 
At least a dozen of the ladies offered their smelling-bot- 
tles, with the most amiable assiduity and concern. To 
prevent any disagreeable consequences, however, I has- 
tened to acquaint tlie crowd that in Great Britain, it is 
the usage to cuff and kick the whole royal family ; and 
that, in short, it is no more than the customary tribute of 
the subject to the prince. In proof of what I said, I took 
good care to give the saucy young scoundrel a touch of 
my own homage. The monikins, who know that different 
c*.iStoms prevail in different nations, hastened to compH- 
B.ent the young scion of royalty in the same manner; and 
both tlie cook and steward relieved their ennui by falling 
into tlie track of imitation. Bob could not stand tlie last 
applications ; and he was about to beat a retreat, when 
the master of ceremonies appeared, to conduct him to the 
royal presence. 

The reader is not to be misled by the horors that were 
paid to the imaginary crown prince, and to suppose tliat 
tlie court of Leaphigli entertained any peculiar respect for 
that of Great Britain. It was merely done on the priu 
ciplc that governed the conduct of our own learned sever 
eign, King James I., when ho refused to sec the amiable 
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Pocahontas of Virginia, Iiecause slic had degraded royalty 
by intermarrying with a subject. Ihc respect was paid 
to the caste, and not to the individual, to Iiis species, or to 
his nation. 

Let his privileges come from what cause tliey w'ouM, 
Bob was glad enough to get out of the presence of Cap- 
tain Poke — who had already pretty plainly threatened, 
in the Stunin’tun dialect, to uushij) his cauda — into that 
of the majesty of Leaphigh. A few minutes afterward, 
the doors were thrown open, and the whole company ad- 
vanced into the royal apartments. 

The etkiuette of the court of Leaphigh differs, iii 
many essential particulars, from the etiquette of any other 
court in the monikin region. Neither the king, nor his 
royal consort, is ever visible to any one in the country, so 
far as is vulgarly known. On the present occasion, two 
thrones were placed at opposite extremities of tlie saloon, 
and a magnificent crimson damask curtain was so closely 
drawn before each, that it w'as quite impossible lo see who 
occupied it. On the lowest step there stood a chamber- 
lain or a lady of the bedchamber, who, severally, ma<le 
all the speeches, and otherwise enacted the parts of the 
illustrious couple. The reader will understand, therefore, 
that all which is here attributed to citlier of these great 
personages, w'as in fact performed by one or the other of 
the substitutes named, and that I never had the honor of 
actually standing face to face with their majesties 
Everything that is now about to be related, in short, was 
actually done by deputy, on the part of the monarch and 
his wife. 

The king himself merely represents a sentiment, all tho 
power belonging to his eldest first cousin of the maseuiiuo 
gender, and any intercourse with him is entirely of a dis 
interested or of a sentimental character. He is the he;Vi, 
of the church — after a very secular fashion, however i, 
all the bishops and clergy therefore got down on thei 
knees and said their prayers thougli the capUia sug 
gested that it might be their catechisms; I never knew 

which, I observed, also, that all his law officers did the 

18 
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eame thing; but as tbej never pray, and io not know 
their catechisms, I presume the genuflections were to 
beg something better thau the places they actually filled. 
After this, came a long train of military and naval offi- 
cers, who, soldier-like, kissed his paw. The civilians next 
hud a chance, and then it was our turn to be presented. 

“ I have the honor to present the lord high admiral of 
Gieat Britain to your majesty,” said Judge People’s 
Friend, who had waived his official privilege of going first, 
HI order to do us this favor in person ; it having been de- 
cided, on a review of all the principles that touched the 
case, that nothing human could take precedence of a mon- 
ikiu at court, always making the exception in favor of 
royalty, as in the case of Prince Bob. 

“ I am happy to see you at my court, Admiral Poke,” 
the king politely rejoined, manifesting the tact of high 
rank in recognizing Noah by his family name, to the great 
surprise of the old sealer. 

“ King ! ” 

“You were about to remark” — most graciously in- 
fjuired his majesty, a little at a loss to understand what 
his visitor would be at. 

“ Why, I could not contain my astonishment at your 
memory, Mr. King, which has enabled you to recall a 
name that you probably never before heard ! ” 

There was now a great, and, to me, a very unaccountable 
confusion in the circle. It would seem that the captain had 
unwittingly trcspasseil on two of the most important of the 
lules of etiquette, in very mortal |X)iuts. He had confessed 
lo the admission of an emotion as vulgar as that of astonish- 
ment in the royal presence, and he had intimated that his 
majesty had a memory; a property of the mind which, as it 
might prove dangerous to the liberties of Leaphigh, were it 
lell in the keeping of any but a responsible minister, it bad 
long been decided it was felony to impute to the king. By 
the fundamental law of the land, the king's eldest first cousin 
of the masculine gender may have as many memories as he 
please, and he may use them, or abuse them, as he shall see 
lit, both in private and iu tho public service but it is held 
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to be utterly unconstitiuion:il and unparliamentary, and, by 
consequence, extremely underbred, to insinuate, even in llie 
most remote manner, tliat tlie king liimself has either u 
memory, a will, a determination, a resolution, a desire, a 
conceit, an uitention, or, in sliort, any other intellectual 
property, that of a •* royal jiloasure ” alone excepted. It is 
both constitutional and pai liatnentary to say the king has a 
“royal pleasure” provided tlie context goes to juove that 
this “ royal pleasure ” is entirely at the disposition of Uis 
eldest Hist cousin of the uia>ouline gender. 

\\ i»en i\Ir. Poke was made acejuainted with his mistake, 
he discovered a proper conti'iiion ; and the final decision of 
the alFair was postponed, in order to have tlic opinion of tlie 
judges on the propriety of taking bail, wliich I promptly 
otfered to put in. in btdialf of my old shipmate. This dis» 
agreeable little interruption temporarily dis[)ose.d of, the 
business of tlic drawing-room went on. 

Noah was next conducted to tlic tjueen, who was much 
inclined (always by deputy) to overlook the little mistake 
into which he liad fallen with her royal consort, and to re- 
ceive him graciously. 

“ !^Iay it pleiise your majesty, I liavo the lionor to present 
to your majesty's royal notice tlic Lord Nuali Poke, the lord 
high admiial of a distant and but little known country, called 
Great Britain," said the gold stick of the evening — Judge 
People’s Friend being afraid of committing Leaplow, and 
declining to introduce the captaiu to any one else 
^ “ Lord Poke is a countryman of our royal cousin, tlie 
IrinceBol)!’ observed the queen, in an exceedingly 'na- 

“No, marm,” put in the scaler, promptly, “ your cousin 
Bob IS no cousin of mine ; and if it were lawful for vour 
majesty to have a memory, or an inclination, or anythin'' 
else m that way, I should beg the favor of you to ordet 
the young blackguard to be soundly tbreshed.” 

1 he majesty of Lcapbigli stood aghast, by proxy ! It 
would s-;em Noah had now actually fallen into a more seri- 
ous error than the mistake he had made with the kincr. Bv 
law of Leaphigh, the queen is not a feme coverte. She 
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can sue and be sued in her own name, bolds her separate 
estate, without the intervention of trustees, and is supposed 
to have a memory, a will, an inclination, or anything else 
in tliat way, except a “ royal pleasure,” to which she can- 
not, of right, lay claim. As to her, the king’s first cousin is 
a dead letter ; he liaving no more control over her con- 
science than he has over the conscience of an apple-woman. 
In short, her majesty is quite as much the mistress of her 
own convictions and conscience as it probably ever falls to 
tho lot of women in such high stations to be the mistress of 
interests that are of so much importance to those around 
them. Noah, innocently enough, I do firndy believe, had 
seriously wounded all those nice sensibilities which are 
naturally dependent on such an improved condition of 
society. Forbearance could go no farther, and I saw, by 
the dark looks around me, that the captain had committed 
a serious crime. He was immediately arrested, and con- 
ducted from the presence to an adjoining room, into which 
I obtained admission, after a good deal of solicitation and 
some very strong appeals to tho sacred character of the 


rights of hospitality. 

It now appeared, that in Lcaphigh, the merits of a law 
are decided on a principle very similar to the one wo em- 
ploy in England in judging of the quality of our wines, 
namely, its age. The older a law, the more it is to ho re- 
spected, no doubt becjiuse, having proved its fitness by ou^ 
lasting all the changes of society, it has become more mel- 
low, if not more palatable. Now, by a law of Leuphigli 
that is coeval with the monarchy, he who offends the queen s 
majesty at a levee, is to lose his head; and he who, under 
the same circumstances, offends the king’s majesty, neces- 
sarily the more heinous offense, is to lose bis tad. In con- 
sequence of the former punishment, the criminal is invartebly 
wied, and he is consigned to the usual course of monikm 
re<Teneration and resuscitation; but in consequence of die 
]aUcr,it is thought that he is completely thrown without he 
pale of reason, and is thereby consigned to tho of the 
ietrocTessive animals. His mind diminishes, and his body 
increases ; the brain, for want of the means of development, 
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takes the ascending movement of sap again ; Ins forehead 
dilates; bumps reappear ; and, finally, after passing gra.lu- 
ally (louMUvard in the scale of intellect, he becomes a ma-s 
of insensible matter. Such, at least, is the theory of his 

jmnishment. 

By another law, that is even older than the monarchy, 
y one who olTends in tlie king's palace may be tried by a 
very summary process, the king s pages acting as liis judges 
ill wiiicli case the sentence is to be executed without delay. 

Such was the dilemma to which Noah, by an indiscretion 
at court, was suddenly reduced ; and, hut for my prompt 
interference, he would probably have been simultaneously 
decapitated at both extremities, in obedience to an cti<iuette 
which prescribes that, under the circumstances of a court 
trial, neither the king’s nor the (lueon’s rights shall be en- 
titled to precedence. In defense of my client I urgctl his 
ignorance of the usages of the country, and, indeed, of all 
other civilized countries, Stunnin’tun alone excepted. I 
slated that the criminal was an object altogether unworthy 
of their notice; that he was not a lord high admiral at all, 
but a mere pitiful sealer; I lai«l some stress on the impor- 
tance of maintaining friendly relations with the sealers, who 
cruise so near tlic monikin region ; I tried to convince the 
judges that Noah meant no harm in imputing moral proper- 
ties to the king, and that so long as he did not impute im- 
moral properties to his royal consort, she might very tvell 
afford to pardon him. I then quote<l Shakespeare's cel- 
ebrated lines on mercy, which seemed to bo well enough 
received, and committed the whole atlair to their better 
judgment. 

I should have got along very creditably, and most prob- 
ably obtained the immediate discharge of my friend, had not 
the attorney-general of Leaphigh been drawn by curiosity 
into the room. Although he h.ad nothuig to say to the 
merits of my arguments, he objected to every one of them, 
on the ground of formality. This was too long, and tliat 
was too short; one was too high, and another too low ; a 
nfth was too broad, and a sixth too narrow ; in short, there 
was no figure of speech of this nature to wliich bo did not 
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resort, iu order to prove their wortlilcssness, with tlio escep- 
tiou that I do not remember he cliargcd any of my reasons 
with being too deep. 

I^fatters were now beginning to look serious for poor 
Noah, when a page came skipping in, to s;iy that the wed- 
ding was about to take place, and that if his comrades wished 
to svitness it, they must sentence the prisoner without delay, 
J^Iauy a man, it is said, has been hanged, in order that the 
judge migiit dine ; but, in the present instance, I do believe 
Captain Poke was spared, in order that his judges miglit 
not miss a fine spectacle. I entered into recognizance, in 
liAy thousand promises, for the due aj)j)earance of the crim- 
inal on the following morning ; and we all returned, iu a 
body, to the presence-cliamhcr, treading on each other’s 
tails, in the eagerness to bo foremost. 

Any one who has ever been at a human court, must very 
well know that, while it is the easiest tiling in the world to 
throw it into commotion by a violation of etiquette, matters 
of mere life and death are not at all of a nature to disturb 
its tranquillity. There, cverytliing is a matter of routine 
and propriety; and, to judge from experience, nothing is so 
unseemly as to appear to possess Iiuinan synipatliics. The 
fact is not very different at Lcaphigh, tor tlie inonikin sym- 
patliies, apparently, are quite as obtuse as ilio e of men; 
altliough justice compels me to allow, that iu tlie case of 
Captain Poke, the appeal was made in belialf of a creature 
of a different species. It is also a settled princijile of Leap- 
high jurisprudence, that it would be monstrous for the king 
to interfere in behalf of justice — justice, however, being 
always admiulstered iu his name ; .although it certainly is 
not held to be quite so improper for liim to interfere m be- 
half of those who have offended justice. 

As a consequence of these nice distinctions, which it re- 
quires a very advanced stage of civilization fully to compre- 
hend, both the king and queen received our whole party, 
when we came back into tlie presence, exactly as if nothing 
particular liad occurred. Noah wore both lie;ul and tail 
«rect, like another; and the lord high admiral of Leaphigh 
dropped into a familiar conversation with him, ou tbo sub* 
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ject of ballasting ships, in just as frion-lly a manner as if he 
were on the best possible terms with the whole royal family. 
This moral sangfroid is not to he ascrihed to phlegm, but 
is, in fact, the result of liigh mental discipline, which causes 
the courtier to be utterly destitute of all feeling, except tn 


cases that aftect himself. 

It was high time, now, that I should be presented. Judge 
People's Friend, who had witnessed the dilemma of Noah 
with diplomatic unconcern, very politely renewed tlie offer 
of his services in my favor, and' I went forward and stood 


before the tlirone. 

Sire, allow me to present a very eminent literary charac- 
ter among men, a cunning clerk, hy name Goldencalf^ said 

the envoy, bowing to his majesty. 

“ He is welcome to iny court,” returned the king hy 
proxy. “Pray. Mr. People's Friend, is not this one of the 
human beings who have lately arrived in my dominions, and 
who have shown so much cleverness in getting Chutterino 
and his governor through the ice?” 

“The very same, please your majesty; and a very arlu- 
ous service it was, and right cleverly performed.” 

“ This reminds me of a duty. Let my cousin be sum- 


moned.” 


I now began to see a v.iy of hope, and to feel the truth of 
the saying which teaches us that justice, though sometimes 
slow, never fiils to arrive at last. 1 had also, now, and for 


the first time, a good view of the king’s eldest first cousin 
of the masculine gender, who drew near at the summons; 
and. while he had the appearance of listening witli the most 
profound attention to ilie instructions of the king of Leap- 
high, was very evidently telling that potentate what ho 
ought to do. The conference ended, his majesty's proxy 
spoke in a w.ay to be !ie.ard by all who had the good fortune 
to be near the royal person. 

“ Reasono did a good thing.” he said; “re;illy, a very 
good thing, in bringing us these specimens of the human 
family. But for liis cleverness, I might have died without 
ever dreaming that men were gifted w’ith taih.” (Kings 
never get hold of the truth at the right end.) “ I wonder 
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if the q«een knew it. Pray, did you know, my Augusta, 
that men had tails?” ® ’ 

“Our exemption from state affairs gives us females 
better opportunities than your majesty enjoys, to study 
these matters” returned his royal consort, by the mouth 
of her lady of the bedchamber. 

^ “ I dare say Vra - ery silly — but our cousin, here, thinks 
It might be well to do something for these good people, for 

may encourage their king himself to visit us some day.” 

An exclamation of pleasure escaped the ladies ; who de- 
clared, one and all, it would be delightful to see a real human 
king — it would be so funny ! 

“ Well, well,” added the good-natured monarch, “ Heaven 
knows what may happen, for I have seen stranger tilings. 
Really, we ouglit to do something for these good people ; for, 
although we ow'e the pleasure of their visit, in a great degree, 
to the cleverness of Reasono, — who, by the way, I’m glad to 
hear is declared an H. O. A. X., — yet he very handsomely 
admits, that but for their exertions — none of ourseamikina 
being within reach — it would have been quite impossible to 
get through the ice. I wisli I knew, now, which was the 
cleverest and the most useful of their party.” 

Here tlie queen, always thinking and speaking by proxy, 
suggested the propriety of leaving the point to Prince Bob. 

“ It would be no more than is due to bis rank ; for 
though they are men, I dare say they have feelings like 
ourselves.” 

The question was now submitted to Bob, who sat in judg- 
ment on us all, witli as iniicli gravity as if accustomed to such 
duties from infancy. It is said that men soon get to be famil- 
iar with elevation, and that, while he who has fallen never 
fails to look backward, he who has risen invariably limits his 
vision to tlie present horizon. Such proved to be the case 
with the princely Bob. 

“ Tiiis person,” observed the jackanapes, pointing to me, 

“ is a very good sort of person, it is true, but he is hardly 
the sort of person your majesty wants just now. There is 
the lord high admiral, too — but” — Bob’s but was enven- 
omed by a thousand kicks! — “bat — you wish, sire, t<i 
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know which of my fitlier’s subjects was tlie most useful iu 
getting the ship to Lea[)Iiigh ? 

“That is precisely the fact I «le.sii‘c to know.” 

Bob, hereupon, pointed to the cook ; who, it will bo re- 
membered, was j)reseiit as one of his train-bearers. 

“ I believe I must say, biro, tliat this is the man. lie fed 
□3 al! ; and without food, an<l that in considerable (juantities, 
too, nothing could have been done.” 

The little blackguard was rewarded for liis itnpudencc, by 
exclamations of pleasure from all around him. “ It was .«o 
clever a distinction,” — “it .showed so much reflection,” — “it 
was so very profound,” — “it prove«l how mucli he regar<h.’d 
the base of society,” — in short, “ it was evident Knglaml 
wonld be a happy country, when he should bo called to the 
throne!” In the mean time the cook was required to come 
forth, and kneel before his majesty. 

“What is your name?” whispered the lord of the bed- 
chamber, who now spoke for himself. 


“Jack Coppers, your honor,” 

The lord of the bedchamber made a communication to his 
majesty, when the sovereign turned round by proxy, with 
his back toward Jack, and, giving him the accolade with 
his tail, he bade him rise, as “ Sir Jack Coppers.” 

I was a silent, an admiring, an astounded witness of this 
act of gross and llagrant injustice. Some one pulled me 
aside, and then I recognized the voice of Bri-radier Dnwi> 


right. 


“ 101 think that honors have alighted where they are least 
<lue. lull think tliat the saying of your crown prince has 
more smartness tlian truth, more malice than honesty. You 
think lliat the court has judged on false pi inciples.and acted 
on an impulse lather than on reason ; tliat the king has con- 
sulted Ins own ease in affecting to do justice •. tliat the eour- 
tiers liave paid a liomage to tlicir master, in affecting to pay 
u homags to merit; and tliat notliiug i„ this life is pure or 

lecfioictlie taint of falseliood, seinsmioss, or vanity. Alnsl 

t ns IS too much the case witli us monikins, I must allow ; 
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CHAPTER XIX. 

ABOUT THE HUMILITY OF PROFESSIONAL SAINTS, A SUC. 

CESSION OF TAILS, A BRIDE AND BRIDEGROOM, AND 

OTHER HEAVENLY MATTERS, DIPLOMACY INCLUDED. 

Perceiving that Brigadier Downright had an obscivant 
mind, and tliat he was altogether superior to the clannish feel- 
ing which is so apt to render a particular species inimical to 
all others, I asked permission to cultivate his acquaintance ; 
begging, at the same time, that he would kindly favor me 
with such remarks as might be suggested by Ins superior 
wisdom and extensive travels, on any of those customs or 
opinions that would naturally present themselves in our actual 
situation. The biigadier took the request in good part, and 
we began to promenade the room iu comi>any. As the 
Archbishop of Aggregation, who was to perform the mar- 
I’iage ceremony, w;is shortly expected, the conversation very 
naturally turned on the general state of religion in the moni- 
kin region. 

I was delighted to find that the clerical dogmas of tliis in- 
sulated portion of the world were based oni)rincij)les abso- 
lutely identical with those of all Christendom. Theraonikina 
believe that they are a miserable lost set of wretches, who 
are so debased by nature, so eaten up by envy, uncbaritable- 
iiess, an! all other evil passions, that it is quite impossible 
they can cio anything that is good of themselves; that their 
sole dependence is on tlic moral interference of tlie groat 
bin)crior power of creation : and that the very first, and the 
one needful step of their own, is to cast themselves entirely 
uii this power for support, in a proper spirit of dependence 
and humility. As collateral to, and consequent on this con- 
dition of the mind, they lay the utmost stress on a disregard 
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of all tlie vanities of life, a .‘■ulijection of the lusts of 

tlie flesh, ami an ah^taining frotii the |iomj) ami vainglory of 
ambition, Hches, ]>o\ver, ami the faculties. In short, tlie ono 
thing needful was liinnility — humility — huinility. Oneo 
thoroughly humbled to a degree that put them above tlie 
danger of backsliding, tlmy obtained glimpses of security, 
and were gradually elevated to the hopes and the condition 
of the just. 

'llie brigadier was still ebxiuently discoursing on this bitcr- 
estitig topic, when a rlistant ilooi' opened, ami a gold stiek, 
or some other sort of stick, annomiccd the light reverend 
father in God, his grace tlie most eminent and most serene 
)M'elato, the very puissant and thrice giacious and glorified 
saint, the primate of all Leaphigh ! 

llic reader will anticipate tlie tagei' curiosiiv wltii whlcli I 
advanced to get a glimpse of a saint under a system as sub- 
limated ns tliat of the great monikin fiunily. Civilization 
li;t\iiig made sueli progress as to sn ip all the people, oven to 
the king and queen, onliivly of everything in tlie shape of 
clothes, I did not well see uml-r what imw mantle of simplic- 
ity the heads of the ehureh conhl take n fu-'o! I’eiliaps 
they shavoxl ofT all tlie hair from tl.eir bo.lies iirsign of super- 
einiucnt self-abasement, le.aving themselves nuked to the 
cuticle, that the}' might prove, by ocular evidence, wliat a 
poor ungainly set of wretches they really were, carnally con- 
sidercd ; or perhaps they went on all fours to heaven, in sio,, 
ot their unfitness to enter into the luescnce of the pure of 
mind, in an attitude more erect and conlideiit. Well, those 
fancies of mine only went to prove how erroneous and false 
arc the conclusions of one whose capacity lias not been am- 
plified ami concatenated by tlie ingenuities of a very refined 
ciMlization! IIis grace the most gracious father' in God 
\\CT2 a immtle of extraordinary fineness and beauty, the 

f-onr-lu if " "‘‘'e f hair taken 

milted t T cheerfully sul>- 

rnuted to be shaved, in order that the wants of Ids mo.l 

eminent humility miglit be decently supplieil. The mantle, 

^^o^e from such a warp and such a woof, was neces.sarilv verV 

*-.>rge ; and it real y appeared to me that the prelate did not 
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very well know what to do with so much of it, more espe> 
cially as the contributions include a new robe annually. 1 
was now desirous of getting a sight of his tail ; for, knowing 
that the Leaphighers take great pride in the length ami 
beauty of that appurtenance, I very naturally supposed that 
a saint who wore so tine and glorious a robe, by way of 
humility, must liave recourse to some novel expedient to 
mortify himself on his sensitive subject, at least. I found 
that the ample proportions of the mantle concealed not only 
the person, but most of the movements of the archbishop, 
aud it was with many doubts of my success that I led the 
brigadier behind the episcopal train to reconnoitre. The 
result disappointed expectation again. Instead of being 
destitute of a tail, or of concealing that witli which nature 
had supplied him beneath his mantle, tlic most gracious 
dignitary wore no less than six caudcBy namely, his o\vn, and 
five others added to it, by some subtle process of clerical 
ingenuity that I shall not attempt to explain ; one « bent on 
to the other,” as the captain described them in a subsequent 
conversation. This extraordinary train was allowed to 
sweep the floor ; the only sign of humility, according to m\ 
uninstructed faculties, I could discern aboiit the person and 
appearance of this illustrious model of clerical self-mortifica- 
tion and humility. 

Tlie brigadier, however, was not tardy in setting me right. 
In the first place, he gave me to understand that the hierarchy 
of Leaphigh was illustrated by the order of their tails. Thus, 
a deacon wore one aud a half; a curate, if a minister, one 
and three quarters, and a rector two ; a dean, two and a half ; 
an arcluleacon, three ; a bishop, four ; the primate of Leap 
hi'di, five, and the primate of all Leaphigh, six. The origin 
of^ the custom, wliich was very ancient, and of course very 
much rcf.pccted, was imputed to the doctrine of a saint of 
great celebrity, who bad satisfactorily proved that as the tail 
was the intellectual or the spiritual part of a monikin, the 
farther it was removed from the mass of matter, or the bply, 
the more likely it was to be independent, consecutive, logical, 
and spiritualized. The idea had succeeded astonishingly at 
first; but time, which will wear out over a cflwrfn, bad given 
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birth to schisms in the church on this interesting subject ; 
one party contending that two more joints ought to be added 
to the archbishop’s erabellislimcnt, by way of sustaining tho 
cliurch, and the other that two joints ongiit to b:; incon- 
tinently abstracted, in the way of reform. 

These explanations were interrupted by the appearance 
of the bride and bridegroom, at dillerent doors. Iho 
cliarming Cbattorissa advanced with a most prepossessing 
modesty, followed by a glorious train of noble maidens, all 
keeping their eyes, by a rigid ordinance of liymeiical eti- 
quette, dropped to the level of the queen’s feet. On the 
other hand, my Lord Chatterino, attended hy that cox- 
comb Hightail, and others of liis kidney, stepped toward 
the altar with a lofty confidence, which tlte same elitiuctte 
exacted of the hridegroom. The jiarties were no sooner 
in their places, than the prelate commenced. 

The marriage ceremony, according to the formula of the 
established church of Leaphigh, is a very solemn and im- 
posing ceremony. The bridegroom is reejuired to sweat 
that he loves the bride and none but tbe bride ; tliat he 
has made his choice solely on account of her merits, unin- 
fluenced even by her beauty ; and that he will so far com- 
mand his inclinations as, on no account, ever to love 
another a jot. Tlic bride, on her part, calls Iieaven and 
earth to witness, that she will do just what the hridegroom 
shall ask of her; that she will be his bondwoman, bis 
slave, his solace, and his delight; that she is <juite certain 
no other monikin could make her Iiappy, but, on the other 
hand, she is absolutely sure that any other monikin would 
be certain to make her miserable. When these pledges, 
oaths, and asseverations were duly made and recorded, the 
archbishop caused the happy pair to be wreathed together 
by encircling them with his episcopal tail, and tiiey w'ero 
then pronounced monikin and monikina. I pass over the 
congratulations, which W’ere quite in rule, to relate a short 
conversation I held wdth the briijadier. 

“ Sir,” said I, addressing that person, as soon as tho 
prelate said » amen,” '* how is this ? I have seen a certifi- 
cate, myself, which showed that there vas a just ad- 
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measurement of the fitness of this union, on the score cf 
ether considerations than those mentioned in the cere* 
mony ? ” 

“ Tliat certificate has no connection with this cere- 
mony.” 

“ And yet this ceremony repudiates all the considera- 
tions enumerated in the certificate ?” 

“This ceremony has no connection with that certificate.” 

“ So it would seem ; and yet both refer to the same 
solemn engagement ! ” 

“ Why, to tell you the truth, Sir John Goldencalf, we 
monikins (for in these particulars Leapliigh is Lea})low) 
have two distinct governing principles in all that we say 
or do, which may be divided into the theoretical and the 
practical, — moral and immoral would not be inapposite, — 
but, by the first w'e control all our interests, down as far 
as facts, when we immediately submit to tlie latter. 
There may possibly be something inconsistent in appear- 
ance in such an ai rangeinent ; but then our most knowing 
ones say that it works well. No doubt among men, you 
‘^et along w'ithout the embarrassment of so much contra- 
diction.” 

I now advanced to pay niy respects to the Countess of 
Chatterino, who stood supported by tlie countess-dowager, 
a lady of great dignity and elegance of demeanor. Tlie 
moment I appeared, the elaborate air of modesty vauislied 
from the charming countenance of the bride, in a look of 
natural pleasure ; and, turning to her new niotlicr, she 
pointed me out as a man ! The courteous old dowager 
gave me a very kind reception, inquiring if I had enough 
good tilings to’ eat, whetlicr I was not much astonished at 
the multitude of strange sights I, beheld in Leaphigli, ,aid 
I ouglit to be inucli obliged to her son for consenting to 
bring me over, and invited me to come and see her some 

fine morning. ^ • 

I bowed my thanks, and then returned to join the brig- 
adier, with a view to seek an introduction to the arch- 
bi-hop. Before I relate the particulars of my interview 
V h tha^ pious prelate, however, it may be well to say 
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that this wns the last I ever .saw of any of the Chatternio 
set. as they retired from the ])reseiicc immediately after 
the congratulations were ended. I heard, however, pre- 
viously to leaving the region, which was within a month 
of the marriage, tiiat flic noble pair kept separate cstab- 
li^ihments, on account of some disagreement al)Out an in- 
compatibility of temper — or a young oilicer of the guanl.s 
— I never knew exactly wliich ; but as the estates suitei 
each other so well, tliere is little 4loubt tliat, on tlie wliob*, 
the match was as liappy as could be expected. 

The archbishop received me with a great deal of pro- 
fessional benevolence, tlie conver.sution dropping very nat- 
urally into a comparison of the respective religious sys- 
tems of Great Britain and Loapbigh. lie was delighted 
when he found we liad an establishment; and I bedieve I 


was indebted to bis knowledge of this fact for his treating 
me more as an equal than lie miglit otherwise have done, 
considering the <Iiirercnco in species. I was much re- 
lieved by this ; for, at the commencement of the conver- 
sation, lie liad soiuxled me a little on doctrine, at wliicli I 
am far from being expert, never liaving taken an interest 
ill the church, and I thought lie looked frowning at some 
of my answers ; but, when he heard that we really had a 
national religion, he seemed to think all safe, iiordid ho 
once, after that, inquire whether we were pagans or Pres- 
byterians. But wlien I told liim we had actually a hie- 
rarchy, I thought the good old prrlute would have sliakeu 
my hand off, and beatified me on the spot ! ” 

“ We shall meet in heaven .some day ! ” he exclaimed, 
witli holy delight; “men or monikins. it can make no 
great difference, after all. We shall meet in heaven ; and 
that, too, in the upper mansions!” 


The reader will suppose that, an alien, and otherwise 
unknown, I was much elated by this distinction. To go 
to heaven in company with the Archbishop of l,eapliioh 
was in itself no small favor ; but to be thus noticed by 
him at court was really enough to upset the philosophy of 
a stranger. I was sorely afraid, all the while, he would 
descend to particulars, and that ho might have found soma 
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essential points of difference to nip his new-born admira- 
tion. Had he asked me, for instance, how many cauda. 
our bishops wear, I should have been badgered ; for, as 
near as I could recollect, their personal illustration was of 
another character. The venerable prelate, however, soon 
gave me his blessing, pressed me warmly to come to his 
palace before I sailed, promised to send some tracts by me 
to England, and then hurried away, as he said, to sign a 
sentence of excommunication against an unruly presbyter, 
who had much disturbed the harmony of the church, of 
late, by au attempt to introduce a schism that he called 
“ piety.’* 

The brigadier and myself discussed the subject of re- 
ligion at some length, when the illustrious prelate had 
Uken his leave. I was told that the monikin world was 
pretty nearly equally divided into two parts, the old and 
the new. The latter had remained uninhabited, until 
within a few generations, when certain monikins, who 
were too good to live in the old world, emigrated in a 
body, and set up for tbemselves in the new. This, the 
brigadier admitted, was tlie Leaplow account of the mat- 
ter* the inhabitants of the old countries, on the other 
hand, invariably maintaining that they had peopled the 
new countries by sending all those of their own^ communi- 
ties there, who were not lit to stay at home, riiis little 
obscurity in the history of the new world, he considers of 
no great moment, as such tritling discrepancies must 
always depend on the character of the historian. Leap- 
liiah was by no means the only country in the elder mon- 
ikfn rcf^ion. There were among others, for instance, 
Leapiin* and Leapdown ; Leapover and Leapthrough ; 
Leaplong and Leapshort; Leapround and Leapunder. 
Each of these countries had a religious establishment 
though Leaplow, being founded ou a new social prmcipt, 
had none. The brigadier thought, himself, on the who e, 
that the chief consequences of the two systems were, that 
the countries which had establishments had a great repu- 
tation for possessing religion, and those that 
lishments were well enough off in the article itself, though 
but indifferently supplied on the score of reputation. 
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I inquired of the brigadier if he did not think an estal> 
Jishmeiit had tlie benclicial effect of sustaining trutli, by 
6upj)ressing lieresies, limiting and curtailing prurient theo- 
logical fancies, and otlierwise setting limits to innovations. 
My friaud did net absolutely agree with me in all tliese par- 
ticulars ; tliough he very frankly allowed tliat it had tlic effect 
of keeping two trutljs from falling out, by separating them. 
Thus, Leapup maintained one set of religious dogmas under 
its establishment, and Leupdown maintained tlieir converse. 
By keeping these truths apart, no doubt, religious harmony 
was promoted, and the several ministers of the gospel were* 
enabled to turn all their attention to the sins of the commu- 
nity, instead of allowing it to be diverted to tlie sins of 
each other, as was very apt to be the case when there was 
an antagonist interest to opj)Ose. 

Sliortly after, the king ami queen gave us all our conges. 
Noah and myself got througli the crowd without injury to 
our trains, and we separated in the court of the palace ; 
he to go to his bed and dream of his trial on the morrow, 
and I to go Iiome with Judge Poople’s Friend and tlie brig- 
adier, who had invited me to ffnish the evening with a sup- 
per. I was left chatting with tlie last, while the first went 
into his closet to indite a dlspatcli to his government, relat- 
ing to the events of the evening. 

The brigadier was ratlier caustic in Ins comments on tlio 
incideius of the drawing-room. A republican himself, ho 
certainly did love to give royalty and nobility some occa- 
bional rubs ; though I must do this worthy, uprigiit moni- 
kin the justice to say, he was quite superior to tliat vu)<rar 
hostility which is apt to distinguish many of Ins caste, and 
which IS founded ou a principle as simple as the fact 
that they catiuot bo kings and Dublcs tlieiiisclvcs* 

While we were chatting very pleasantly, quite at our 
case, and m undress, as it were, the brigadier in his bob. 
and I with my tail laid aside, Judge People’s Friend re- 
joined us, w'lth his dispatch open in his hand, lie read 
aloud what he had written, to my great astonishment, for I 
had been accustomed to think diplomatic communications 
sacied. But the^ judge observed, that iu this case it wa^ 
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useless to affect secrecy, for two very gooil reasons ; firstly,, 
because he had been obliged to employ a common Leap* 
high scrivener to copy what he had ^vi’itteii — his govern* 
inent depending on a noble republican economy, which 
taught it that, if it did get into difficulties by the betrayal 
of its correspondence, it would still have the money that a 
clerk would cost, and to help it out of the embarrassment j 
and, secondly, because he knew the government itself would 
print it as soon as it arrived. For his part, he liked to 
have the publishing of his own works. Under these cir- 
cumstances, I was even allowe^l to take a copy of the let- 
ter, of which I now furnish a fac-siuiile : — 

« Sin, — The undersigned, ciivoy-extraordiuary and min* 
ister-plenipotentiary of the Northwestern Leaplow Con- 
federate Union, has the honor to inform the secretary of 
state, that our interests in this portion of the earth are, 
in general, on the best possible footing; our national 
character is getting every day to be more and more ele- 
vated; our rights are more and more respected, and our 
flag is more° and more whitening every sea. After this 
flattering and honorable account of the state of our general 
concern^ I hasten to communicate the following interesting 

particulars : — 

“ The treaty between our beloved Northwestern Con- 
federate Union and Leapbigb, has been dislionored in every 
one of its articles ; nineteen Leaplow seamen have been 
forcibly impressed into a Leai)through vessel of war ; the 
king of Leapup has made an unequivocal demonstration 
with a very improper part of ins person, at us ; aucl the 
kin" of Leapover had caused seven of our ships to bo 
^seiz^ed and sold, and the money tc be given to his mis- 
tress. . ... 

“Sir, I congratulate you on this very flattering condition 

of our foreign relations ; which can only be imputed to the 
glorious coustitution of wliicb we are the common servant^ 
and to the just dread which the Leaplow name has so uni- 
versally inspired in other nations. .it 

“ The king has just had a drawing-room, in which I tooH 
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freat care to see that the lionor of our beloved cour»try 
should be faithfully atteuded to. IMy cauda was at least 
three iuchea longer than that of the representative of 
Leapup, tlie minister most favored by nature in this impor. 
tant particular ; and I have the jdeasuro of adding, that 
her majesty the queen deigned to give me a very gracious 
smile. Of the sincerity of that smile there can be no 
earthly doubt, sir ; for, though there is abundant evidence 
that she did apply certain unseemly words to our beloved 
country, lately, it would <jnite exceed tbc rules of diplo- 
matic courtesy, and be imsustaiued by proof, wei c we to 
call in question her royal sincerity on this public occasion. 
Indeed, sir, at all the recent drawing-rooms I have received 
smiles of the most sincere and encouraging character, not 
only from the king, but from all his ministers, his first 
cousin in particular ; and I trust tliey will have the most 
beneficial effects on tlie questions at issue between the king- 
dom of Leaphigh and our beloved country. If they wouFd 
now only do us justice in the very important affair of tho 
long-standing nud loiig-neglociinl redress, which wq have 
been seeking iu vain at llieir hands for the last seventy-two 

yem-s, I should say that our relations wo’*e on the best pos- 
sible footing. * 

“ Sir, I congi-atulate you on tlie profound respect witli 
which the Leaplow name is treated, in the most distant 
quarters of the earth, and on the benign influence this for- 
tunate circumstance is likely to exercise on all our impor- 
tant interests. * 

“ I see but little probability of effecting tlie object of my 
special mission but the utmost credit is to be attached to 

tX 

“ Iu a lufo conversation with ins majesty, I,e inquired in 
the kindest manner after the l.ealtl. of tlie Great Siiehem 
[tins IS the title of the head of tl.e Leaplow government], 

naaons'rf P'd all other 

neiid o ^ all occasions, de- 

L slmrl “n respect and perpetnal friendship. 

In short, sir, ail nations, fur and near, desire onr allianeo, 
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are anxious to open new sources of commerce, and enter- 
tain for iis the profoundest respect, and the most inv olable 
esteem. You can tell the Great Sachem that this feeling 
is surprisingly augmented under his administration, and that 
it has at least quadrupled during my mission. If Leaphigh 
would only respect its treaties, Leapthrough would cease 
taking our seamen, Leapup have greater deference for the 
usages of good society, and the king of Leapover would 
eeiza no more of our ships to supply his mistress with 
pocket-money, our foreign relations might be considered to 
be without spot. As it is, sir, they are far better off than 
I could have expected, or indeed had ever hoped to see 
them ; and of one thing you may be diplomatically cer- 
tain, that we are universally respected, and that the Leap- 
low name is never mentioned without all in company rising 
and waving their caudcc. 

“ (Signed) Judas People’s Fbiend. 

** Hou. — 9 

“ P. S. [Private.] 

“Dear Sir, — If you publish this dispatch, omit the 
part where the difficulties are repeated. I beg you will see 
that ray name is pot in with tliose of the other patriots, 
against the periodical rotation of the little wheel, as I shall 
certainly be obliged to return home soon, having consumed 
all my means. Indeed, the expense of maintaining a tail, 
of which our people have no notion, is so very great, that 
I think cone of our missions should exceed a week in dura- 
tion. , in 

“I would especially advise that the message should 

dilate on the subject of the high standing of the Leaplow 
chara'Jer in foreign nations; for, to be frank with you, 
facts re^,ui^e that this statement should be made as often as 

possible.” 

When this letter was read, the conversation reverted to 
relimon. The brigadier explained that the law of Leap- 
hi"h had various peculiarities on this subject, that I do not 
femember to have heard of before. Thus, a momkin could 
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not be born without paying something to the church, a 
ptiacticc whicli early initiated him into his duties towaid 
that important brancli of the public welfare ; and, even 
when he died, he left a fee behind him, for the pai’son, as 
(in admonition to those who still existed in the flesh, not to 
forjret their obligations. He added that this sacred interest 
was, in sliort, so rigidly protected, that, wlicnever a mom- 
kin refused to be plucked for a new clerical or cfuscopal 
mantle, there was a inctho<l of fleecing iiim, hy the appli- 
cation of red-hot iron rods, which generally singed so much 
of his skin, that he was commonly willing, in the cud, to 
let the hair-proctors j)ick and choose at pleasure. 

I confess I was iiulignant at lliis picture, and did not hes- 
itate to stigmatize the practice as barbarous. 

“ Your indignation is very natural, Sir John, and is just 
wliat a stranger would he likely to feel, when lie found 
mercy and charity and bi’Otherly love and virtue, and, above 
ail, humility, made the stalking-horses of pride, seUishnasa, 
and avarice. But this is the way with us monikiiis ; no 
d )ul>t, men manage better.” 
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CHAPTER XX. 

A VKRT COMMON CASE — OR A GREAT DEAL OF LAW, AND 

VERY LITTLE JUSTICE — HEADS AND TAILS, WITH THE 

DANGERS OF EACH, 

I WAS early with Noah on the following morning. Tho 
poor fellow, w’hen it is remembered that he was about to be 
tried for a capital offense, in a foreign country, under novel 
institutions, and before a jury of a different species, mani- 
fested a surprising degree of fortitude. Still, the love of 
life was strong witliin him, as was apparent by the way in 
which he opened the discourse. 

“Did you observe how the wind was this morning, Sir 
John, as you came in?” the straightforward sealer in- 
quired, with a peculiar interest. 

“ It is a pleasant gale from the southward.” 

“ Right off shore ! If one knew where all them black- 
guards of rear admirals and post-captains were to bo 
found, I don’t think, Sir John, that you would care much 
about paying tliose fifty thousand promises?” 

“My recognizances? Not in the least, my dear friend, 
were it not for our honor. It would scarcely be credita- 
ble for the Walrus to sail, however, leaving an unsettled 
iccount of her captain’s behind us. What would they say 
at Stunin’tun — what would your own consort think of an 
act so unmanly ?” 

“ Wliy, at Stunin’tun, we think him the smartest who 
gets the easiest out of any difficulty ; and I don’t well see 
why Miss Poke should know it — or, if she did, why she 
should think the worse of her husband, for saving his 
life.” 

“ Away with these unworthy thoughts, and brace your 
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to meet the trial. 'VVc ^liall, at least, get some inslglit 
into the Leaphigli jurisprudence. Come, I see you are 
already dressed for tlie occasion; lotus be as prompt as 


duelists.” 

Noah made up his mind to submit with dignity; al- 
though he lingered in tlie great scpiaro, in order to study 
tlie' clouds, in a way to show lie might have settled the 
whole aft'uir with tlie fore-topsail, had he known where 
to furl his crew. Fortunately for the rcjiutations of al! 
eoucerned, however, lie did not ; and, discarding every- 
thing like apprehension from liis countenance, the sturdy 
mariner entered the Old Bailey with the tread of a man, 
and the lirmuess of innocence. I ought to have said sooner, 
that we had received notice early in the morning, that 
the proceedings had been taken from before the pages, on 
appeal, and that a new venue had been laid in the High 
Criminal Court of Lcaphigh. 

Briiradier Downright met us at the door ; wlieie also a 

O 0 

dozen grave, greasy-looking counselors gathered about us, 
iu a way to show that they were ready to volunteer in be- 
half of tlie stranger, on receiving no more Ilian the cus- 
tomary fee. But I had determined to defend Noah 
myself (the court consenting), for I had forebodings that 
our safety would depend more on an appeal to the rights 
of hospitality, than on any legal defense it was in our 
power to offer. As the brigadier kindly volunteeied to 
aid me for notliiug, I thouglit proper not to refuse liis ser- 


vices, however. 

I pass over the appearance of the court, the empanel- 
lEg of the jury, and the arraignment; for, in matters of 
mere legal forms, there is no great difference betvvcci) 
civilized countries, all of them wearing the same sem- 
hlanco of justice. The first indictment, for unhappily 
there were two, charged Noah with having committed an 
assault, with malice prepense, on the king’s dignity, with 
‘‘ sticks, daggers, muskets, blunderbusses, air-guns, and 
other unlawful weapons, more especially with the tongue, 
in that he had accused his majesty, face to face, with hav- 
mg a memory, etc., etc.” Tlie other indictment repeat- 
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ing the formula of the first, charged the honest sealer 
with feloniously accusing her majesty the quecu, “ in defi- 
ance of the law, to tlie injury of good morals, and the 
peace of society, with having no memory, etc., etc.” To 
both these charges, the plea of “not guilty,” was entered 
as fast as possible, in behalf of our client. 

I ought to have said before, that both Brigadier Down- 
right and myself had applied to be admitted of counsel for 
the accused, under an ancient law of Leapliigh, as next 
of kin ; I as a fellow human being, and the brigadier by 
adoption. 

The preliminary forms observed, the attorney-general 
was about to go into proof, in behalf of the crown, when 
my brother Downright arose and said that he intended to 
save the precious time of the court, by admitting the facts j 
and that it was intended to rest the defense altogether on 
the law of the case. He presumed the jury were the 
judges of the law as well as of the facts, according to the 
rule of Leaplow, and that “ he and his brother Golden- 
calf were quite prepared to show that the law was alto- 
gether with us, in this affair.” The court received the 
admission, and the facts were submitted to the jury, by 
consent, as proven ; although the chief-justice took occa- 
sion to remark, Longbeard dissenting, that, while the jury 
were certainly judges of the law, in one sense, yet there 
was another sense in which they were not judges of the 
law. The dissent of Baron Longbeard went to maintain 
that while the jury were the judges of the law in the 
* another sense” mentioned, they were not judges of the 
law in the “one sense ’’named. This difficulty disposed 
of, Sir. Attorney-General arose and opened for the crown. 

I soon found that we had one of a very comprehensive 
and philosophical turn of mind against us, in the advocate 
of the other side. He commenced his argument by a 
vigorous and lucid sketch of the condition of the world 
previously to the subdivisions of its different inhabitants 
into nations, and tribes, and clans, while in the human c? 
chrysalis condition. From this statement, he deduced the 
regular gradations by which men became separated into 
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commimities, anrl subjected to the lawf5 of civilization, or 
what is called society. Having ju'ocecdcd lliiis far, ho 
touched lightly on the different jdiases that the institutions 
of men li:t‘ presented, and descended gradually and con- 
,‘.eajtively to the fundamental principles of the social com- 
pact, as they were known to exist among monikins. 
iVfter a few general observations that properly belonged 
to the subject, he came to speak of those portions of the . 
elemenlaiy principles of society that arc connected with 
the rl<^hts of the sovercisn. Tlicse he divided into the 
rights of the king’s prerogative, the rights of the king’s 
person, and the rights of tlic king’s conscience. Here he 
again generalized a little, and in a very happy manner ; 
so well, indeed, as to leave all his hearers in doubt as to 
what he would next be at ; when, by a fierce logical swoop, 
he descended suddenly on the latter of the king’s rights, as 
the one that was most connectefl with the subject. 

He triumphantly showed that the hraneh of tlie royal 
immunities that was chiefly affcete<l hy tlie offense of the 
prisoner at tlic har, was very clearly connected with tlio 
rights of the king’s conscience. ‘*Tlie attributes of roy- 
alty,” observed the sagacious advocate, “are not to ho 
estimated in the same manner as the attrilmtes of the sub- 
ject. In the sacred person of the king are centered 
many, if not most, of the interesting privileges of monikin- 
ism. The royal personage, in a political sense, can do no 
wrong; ofTiciul infallibility is the consequence. Such a 
being has no occasion for the ordinary faculties of the 
monikin condition. Of what use, for instance, is a judg- 
ment, or a conscience, to a functionary who can do no 
wrong ? The law, in order to relieve one on whoso 
shoulders was imposed the burden of the state, had con- 
sequently placed the latter especially in the keeping of 
another. His majesty’s first cousin is the keeper of his 
conscien.^e, as is known throughout the realm of Lcaphigh. 
A memory is the faculty of the least acco\int to a person- 
age who has no conscience ; and, while it is not contended 
tliat the sovereign is relieved from the possession of his 
memory by any positive statute law.cr direct constitutional 
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provision, it follows, bj unavoidable implication, and hy 
all legitimate construction, that, having no occasion to 
possess such a faculty, it is the legal presumption he is 
altogether without it. 

“That simplicity, lucidity, and distinctness, my lords,” 
continued 3Ir. Attorney-General, “ which are necessary to 
every well-ordered mind, would be impaired, in the case 
his majesty, were his intellectual faculties unnecessarily 
crowded in this useless manner, and the state would be 
the sufferer. My lords, the king reigns, but he does not 
govern. This is a fundamental principle of the constitu- 
tion ; nay, it is more — it is the palladium of our liber- 
ties ! My lords, it is an easy matter to reign in Leaphigh. 
It requires no more than the rights of primogeniture, suffi- 
cient discretion to understand the distinction between 
rei<Tnin" and governing, and a political moderation that is 
unlikely to derange the balance of the state. But it is 
quite a different thing to govern. Ilis majesty is required 
to govern nothing, the slight interests just mentioned 
excepted ; no, not even himself. The case is far other- 
wise with his first cousin. This high functionary is 
charged with the important trust of governing. It had 
been'^found, in the early ages of the monarchy, that one 
conscience, or indeed one set of faculties generally, 
scarcely Bulficed for him whose duty it was both to reign 
and to govern. We all know, my lords, how insufficient 
for our personal objects are our own private faculties ; 
how difficult we find it to restrain even ourselves, assisted 
merely by our own judgments, consciences, and memories ; 
and in this fact do we perceive the great importaiice of 
investint^ him who governs others, with an additional set 
of these grave faculties. Under a due impression of the 
cxicrcncy of such a state of things, the common law — not 
stauite law, my lorls, which is apt to be tainted with the 
imperfections of monikin reason in its isolated or individ- 
ual state, usually bearing the impress of the single cam/a 
from which it emanated ; but the common law, the known 
receptacle of all the common sense of the nation— m 
«uch a state of things, aeii, has the common law long 
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•since decreed that liis majesty’s first coasin slionld bo 
the keeper of his majesty’s conscience ; and, by necessary 
legal implication, endowed witli his niajcsly’s judgment, 
his majesty's reason, and finally, his majesty’s memory. 

“ My lords, tliis is tlie legal presumption. It would, in 
addition, be easy for me to show, in a thousand facts, that 
not only the sovereign of Leaphigli, but most other sover- 
eigns, are and ever have been destitute of the faculty of a 
memory. It might be said to be incompatible with the 
royal condition to bo possessed of this obtrusive faculty. 
Were a prince endowed with a memory, be might lose 
sight of his high estate, in the recollection that lie was 
born, and that he is destined, like another, to die ; he might 
be troubled with visions of the past; nay, the conscious- 


ness of his very dignity might be unsettled and weakened 
by a vivid view of the origin of his royal race. Promises, 
obligations, attacliments, duties, priuciides, and even debts, 
might interfere with the due discharge of his sacred trusts, 
were the sovereign invested with a memory; and it has, 
tliercfore, been decided, from time immemorial, tliat his 
majesty is utterly without the properties of reason, judg- 
ment. and memory, as a legitimate inference from liis 
being destitute of a conscience.” 

Mr. Attorney-General now directed the attention of the 
court and jury to a statute of the 3d of Firstborn Gtli, by 
which it was enacted that any person attributing to his 
majesty the possession of any faculty, with felonious intent, 
that might endanger the tranquillity of the state, should 
suffer decaudization, without benefit of clergy. Here ho 
rested the case on behalf of t!ie crown. 

There was a solemn pause after the speaker had re- 
sumed his seat. His argument, logic, and above all, Lia 
good sense and undeniable law, made a very sensible im- 
pression ; and I bad occasion to observe that Noah began 
to chew tobacco ravenously. After a decent interval, 
however, Bngadier Downright - who, it would seem, in 
tpite of his military appellation, was neither more nor less 
than a practicing attorney and counselor in the city of 
Bivouac, the commercial capital of the republic of Leaplow 
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— arose, and claimed a right to be heard in reply. Tho 
court now took it into its head to start the objection, for 
the first time, tliat tlie advocate had not been duly quali- 
fied to plead, or to argue, at their bar. My brother Down- 
right instantly referred their lordships to the law of adop- 
tion, and to that provision of the criminal code which 
permitted the accused to be heard by his next ot km. 

“Prisoner at the bar,” sai«l the chief-justice, “you hear 
the statement of counsel. Is it your desire to commit the 
management of your defense to your next of kin ? ” 

“ To anybody, your lionors, if the court please,” returned 
Noah, furiously masticating liis beloved weed ; “ to anybody 
who will do it well, my Iionorables, and do it cheap.” 

“ And do you adopt, under the provisions of the statute 
in such cases made and provided, Aaron Downright as one 
of your next of kin, and if so, in what capacity ? ” 

“ I do — I do, my lords and your honors — I do, body 
and soul — if yon please, I adopt the brigadier as my fatlier ; 
and my fellow human being and tried friend. Sir John 
Goldencalf, liere, I adopt him as my mother.” 

Tlie court now formally assenting, the facts were entered 
of record, and my brother Downright was requested to pro* 
ceed witli tlie defense. 

Tlie counsel for the prisoner, like Dandin, in Racine’s 
comedy of “ Lcs Plaideurs,” was disposed to pass over tho 
deluge, and to plunge instantly into the core of Iiis subject. 
He commenced with a review of the royal prerogatives, 
and with a definition of the words “ to reign.” Referring 
to the dictionary of the academy, he sliowcd triumphantly, 
that to reign, was no other tlian to “ govern as a sovereign 
while to govern, in the familiar signification, was no more 
than to govern in the name of a prince, or as a deputy. 
Having successfully established this point, he laid down tUe 
position, that the greater miglit contain tlie less, but that 
the less could not possibly contain the greater. That the 
right to reign, or to govern, in the generic signification of 
the term, must include all tlic lawful attributes of him who 
only governed, in the secondary signification ; and that, 
consequently, the king not only reigned, but govern al. He 
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Then pioccedud to sliow lliat a memory was imli&pcusable 
to him who governed, since, wiiliout one he could neither 
recollect the laws, make u suitable dis))o>iiion of rewards 


and punishments, nor, in fact, do any other intelligent or 
necessary act. Again, it was contendeil that by the law 
of the land the king's conscience was in the keeping of his 
first cousin ; now, in order that the kings conscience should 
be in such keeping, it was clear that he must have a con- 


ecience, since a nonentity couhl not be in keeping, or even 
put in commission; aiul, basing a conscience, it followed, 
ex necessitate rely that he must have the attributes of a 


conscience, of which memory formed one of the most essen- 
tial features. Conscience was defined to be “ the faculty 
by which we judge of the goodness or wickedness of our 
own actions.” (See Johnson’s Dictionary, page 1G3, letter 
C. London edition. Uivington, puhlislier.) Now, in 
\vhat manner can one judge of the goodness or wickedness 
of his acts, or of those of any other person, if he knows 
nothing about them? — and how can he know anything 
of the past, unless endowed with the faculty of a mem- 
ory? 

Again : it w’as a political corollary from the Institutions 
of Loaphigh, that the king could do no wrong — 

“ I beg your pardon, my brother Downright,” interrupted 
the chief-justice, “ it is not a corollary, hut a jn oposition — • 
and one, too, that is held to be demonstrated. It is the 


paramount law of the land." 

“ I thank yon, my lord,” continued the brigadier, “ as 
your lordship's high authority makes my case so much tho 
stronger. It is, then, settled law, gentlemonikins of the 
jury, tliat the sovereign of this realm can do no wrong. 
It is also settled law — their lonlships will correct me, if I 
misstate — it is also settleTl law that the sovereign is the 
fountain of honor, that he can make war and peace, that he 
administers justice, sees the laws executed ” — 

« I beg your pardon, again, brother Downright,” inter- 
rupted the chief-justice. “ This is not the law, but the 
prerogative. It is the king’s prerogative to be and do all 
this, but it is very far from being law.” 
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“ Am I to understand, my lord, that the court makes 
a distinction between that which is prerogative, and that 
whicli is law ? ” 

“Beyond a doubt, brother Downright! If all that is 
prerogative was also law, we could not get on an hour.” 

“ Prerogative, if your lordship pleases, ov preroyativa, *8 
defined to be ‘ an exclusive or j)eculiar privilege.’ (John* 
aon. Letter P, page 139, fiftli clause from bottom. Edi- 
tion as aforesaid. Speaking slow, in order to enable Baron 
Lougbeard to make his notes.) Now, an exclusive privUegCy 
I humbly urge, must supersede all enactments, and ” — 

“Not at all, sir — not at all, sir,” put in my lord chief* 
justice, dogmatically, looking out of the wiudow at tlie 
clouds, in a way to show that Ins mind was quite made up. 
“ Not at all, good sir. The king has his prerogatives, be- 
yond a question ; and they are sacred ; a part of the consti- 
tution. They are, moreover, exclusive and peculiar, as 
stated by Johnson ; but their exclusion and peculiarity arc 
not to bo construed in the vulgar acceptations. In treating 
of the vast interests of a state, the mind must take a wide 
range; and I hold, brother Longbeard, there is no principle 
more settled than the fact, jyrcroyaiiva is one thing, and 
lex, or the law, another.” The baron bowed assent. “ By 
exclusion, in this case, is meaut that the prerogative touches 
only his majesty. Tlie prerogative is exclusively his prop- 
erty, and lie may do what he pleases with it; but the law is 
made for the nation, and is altogether a dilferent matter. 
Again : by peculiar, is clearly meant peculiarity, or that this 
ca^c is analogous to no other, and must be reasoned on by 
tilt aid of a peculiar logic. No, sir ; tlio king can make 
peace and war, it is true, under liis prerogative; but flien 
his conscience is hard and fast in the keeping of another, 
who alone can perform all legal acts.” 

“ But, my lord, justice, -though administered by others, is 
still administered in the king's name.” 

“ No doubt, in bis name : this is a part of the peculiar 
privilege. '^Var is made in bis majesty’s name, too — so is 
peace. "Wliat is war? It is the personal conflicts between 
bodies of men of dilTcrent nations. Docs his inajestj 
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engage in Uicse conflicts? Ccrtainiy not. 'Ihc war i.*} 
maiiUained by taxes — (Iocs liis majesty pay tlicin ? No. 
Thus we see that while the war is constitutionally the king’s, 
it is practically the people’s. It Ibllows, as a corollary — 
since you quote corollaries, brother Downright — tint tljore 
are two wars: or the war of the ju’crogative, and liie war 
of the fact. Now, the prerogative is a constitutional prin- 
ciple — a very sacred one, certainly: but a fact is a thing 
that comes homo to every uionikin’s fircsi<le ; and therefore 
•he courts have decided, ever since the reign of Timid II., 
or ever since they dared, that (he prerogative was one 
thing, and the law another.” 

]\Iy brother Downright seemed a good deal pei'idexctl 
by the distinctions of the court, and he concluded much 
sooner than he otherwise would have done ; summing up 
the whole of his arguments, by showing, or attempting to 
show', that if the king had oven the.se peculiar privileges, 
and nothing else, he must be supposed to have a memory. 

The court now' called upon the attorney-general to reply; 
but tliat person appeared to think his case strong enough as 
it W'as ; and the matter, by agreement, was submitted to the 
jury, after a short charge from the bench. 

“You arc not to suffer your intellects to be confused, 
gentlemouikins, by the argument of the prisoner’s counsel,” 
concluded the chief-justice. “ lie has done his duty, and it 


remains for you to be equally conscientiou.s. You are, in 
this case, the judges of the law and the fact ; but it is a part 
of my functions to inform you what tliey both are. By the 
law, the king is supposed to have no faculties. The infer- 
ence drawn by counsel, that, not being capable of erring, the 
king must have the highest possible moral attributes, and 


consequently a memory, is unsound. The constitution says 
his majesty can do no wrong. This inability may proceed 
from a variety of causes. If he can do nothing, for instance, 
he can do no wrong. The constitution docs not say that 
the sovereign wdll do no wrong — but, that he can do no 
wrong. Now, gentlemonikins, when a thing cannot be done, 
U becomes impossible ; and it is, of course, beyond the reach 
of argument. It is of no moment whether a person has o 
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memory, if he cannot use it, and, in such a case, the legal 
presumption is, that he is without a memory ; for, otherwise, 
nature, who is ever wise and beneficent, would be throwing 
away her gifts. 

“ Gentlemonikins, I have already said you are the judges, 
iu this case, of both the law and the fact. The fate of the 
prisoner is in your hands. God forbid that it should be in 
any manner influenced by me ; but this is an offense against 
the king’s dignity, and tlie security of'the realm ; the law is 
against the prisoner, the facts are all against the prisoner, 
and I do not doubt that your verdict will be the spontaneous 
decision of your own excellent judgments, and of such a 
nature as will prevent the necessity of our ordering a new 
trial.” 

The jurors put their tails together, and in less than a 
minute, their foremonikiu rendered a verdict of guilty. Noah 


sighed, and took a fresh supply of tobacco. 

Tlie case of the queen was immediately opened by her 
majesty’s attorney-general ; the prisoner having been pre- 
viously arraigned, and a plea entered of “not guilty. 

The queeu’s advocate made a biller attack on the anirnia 
of the unfortunate prisoner. He described her majesty as a 
paragon of excellences ; as the depositary of all the monikui 
virtircs. and the model of her sex. “If she, who was so 
justly celebrated for the gifts of charity, meekness, religion, 
justice, and submission to feminine duties, had no memory, 
he asked leave to demand, iu the name of God, who had 
Without a memory, iu what manner was this illustrious per- 
sonage to recall her duties to her royal consort, her duties 
to her -oyal offspring, her duties to her royal self? Mem- 
o.T was peculiarly a royal attribute; and without its posses- 
Bion no one could properly be deemed of high and ancient 
liiiea'm. Jlemory referred to the past, and the consideration 
due to royalty was scarcely ever a present consideration, 
but a consideration connected with the past, We venerated 
tlir i>ast. Time was dividcl into the past, present, and. future. 

The past was invariably a monarchical interest — the pres- 

ent was cluimud by republicans — the future belonged to fate. 
If it were decided that the queen had no memory, we should 
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Strike a blow at royalty. It was by memory, as conncctc'l 
with the public archives, that the king derived his title to 
his throne ; it was to memory, which recalled the deeds of 
his ancestors, that he became entitled to our most profound 
respect.” 


In this manner did the queen’s attorney -general s[»eak for 
about an hour, when he gave way to the counsel for the 
prisoner. But, to my great surprise, for I knew that this 
accusation was much the graver of the two, since the head 
of Noah would be the price of conviction, my brotlier Down- 
right, instead of making a very ingenious reply, as I had 
fully anticipated, merely said a few words, in whicli lie ex- 
pressed so firm a confidence in the acquittal of his client, as 
to appear to think a furtlier defense altogether unnecessary. 
He had no sooner seated himself, than I expressed a strong 
dissatisfaction with this course, and avowed an intention to 
make an effort in belialf of my poor friend, myself. 

Keep silence, Sir John,* whispered my brother Down- 
light; “the advocate who makes many unsuccessful apjdi- 
cations gets to be disrespected. I chaige myself witli tlie 
care of the lord high admiral’s interests ; at the proper time 
they shall be duly attended to.” 

Having the profoundest respect for the brigadier’s le^ral 
attainments, and no great confidence in my own, I was fain 
to submit. In the mean time, the business of the court luo 
wedecl; aocl the jui-y, having received a slioi t cliarge from 
he beach, which was quite as impartial as a positive iuiunc- 

In Leaphigh, although it is deemed indecent to wear 
c.ahcs, 1 IS also esteemed eseeedingly decorous for oerlrir. 

hieraichy of tails, and a general description of the mautio 
emuposed of tenth-hairs ; but I had forgotten to say that 
l)oth my lord chief-justice and Baron Lot.>beard Ind tail 
^Bcs made of the skins of deceased monikinsrwhid: Zo 
the appearance of greater development to their intellectual 
organs, and most probably had some influence in the way of 
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cocldliug their brains, which required great care and attention 
on account of incessant use. They now drew over these 
tail-cases a sort of box-coat of a very bloodthirsty color, 
which, we were given to understand, was a sign that they 
were in earnest, and about to pronounce sentence ; justice 
in Leapliigh being of singularly bloodthirsty habits. 

“ Prisoner at the bar,” the chief-justice began, in a voice 
of reproof, “ you have heard the decision of your peers. 
You have been arraigned and tried on the heinous charge 
of having accused the sovereign of this realm of being in 
possession of the faculty called * a memory,’ thereby endan* 
geriiig the peace of society, unsettling the social relations, and 
settiufy a dangerous example of insubordination and of con- 
temprof the laws. Of this crime, after a singularly patient 
and impartial hearing, you have been found guilty ^ The 
law allows the court no discretion in the case. It is ray 
duty to pass sentence forthwith ; and I now solemnly ask 
you, if you have anything to say why sentence of decaudiza- 
tion should not he pronounced against you.” Here the 
chief-justice took just time enough to gape, and then pio- 
ceeded: “ You are right in throwing yourself altogether on 
the mercy of the court, which better knows what is fittest 
for you, than you can possibly know for yourself. ^ ou \yill 
he taken, Noah Poke, or No. 1, sea-water color, forthwith, 
to the centre of the public square, between the hoys of sun- 
rise and sunset of this day, where your cauda will be cut 
oflf; and after it has been divided into four parts, a part will 
be exposed toward each of the cardinal points of the com- 
pass ; and the brush thereof being consumed by fire, the 
ashes will he thrown into your foce, and this without benefit 
of clertry. And may the Lord have mercy on your soul ! ” 

“Noah Poke, or No. 1, sea-water color,” put in Baron 
Longbeard, without giving the culprit breathing-time, “ you 
have been indicted, tried, and found guilty of the enormous 
crime of charging the queen-consort of this realm of 
wanting in the ordinary, important, and every-day faculty 
of a memory. Have you anytliing to say why sentence 

should not be forthwith passed against you? ^ 

cure you arc very right in throwing yourself altogether on 
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tbe mercy of the court, which is quite disposed to show you 
all that is in its power, tvhich liappens, in this case, to be 
none at all. I need not dwell on the gravity of your oih^nse. 
If tho law should allow tliat tlic queen has no nieuiory, other 
females miglit put in claims to the same privilege, and so* 
ciety would become a chaos. INIairiagc vows, duties, alTec- 
tions, and all our nearest and dearest interests would be un- 
hinged, and this pleasant state of being would degenerate 
into a moral, or rather an immoral pandemonium. Keeping 
in view tliesc all-important considerations, and moi'c espe- 
eially tlie imperativeness of the law, wdiicli does not admit of 
discretion, the court sentences you to be carried hence, witli- 
out delay, to the centre of tlie great square, where your bead 
will be severed from your body by the public executioner, 
without benefit of clergy ; after which your remains arc to 
be consigned to the public liospitals for tlic purposes of dis- 
section.” 

The words were scarcely out of Harou Longbeard’s 
mouth, before both the attorneys-geucral started up, to move 
the court in behalf of the separate dignities of their rcsjicc- 
tive principals. Mr. Attorney-General of the crown [)raycd 
the court so far to amend its sentence, as to give precedency 
to the punishment on account of the ofiense agaiu.st tho 
king ; and ^Ir. Attorney-General for the queen, to pray the 
court it would not be so far forgetful of her majesty’s rights 
and dignity, as to establish a precedent so destructive of 
both. I caught a glimpse of Iiopc glancing about the eyes 
of my brother Downright, who, waiting just long enough 
to let the two advocates warm themselves over tlu-so points 
of law, arose and moved the court for a stay of cxccauion, 
on the plea that neither sentence was legal ; that delivered 
Vy my lord chief-justice containing a contradiction, inasmuch 
as it ordered the decaudization to take i)lace between tho 
hours of sunrise and sunset, and also forthwith : and that 
delivered by Baron Longbeard, on account of its onleritig 
the body to be given up to dissection, contrary to the law, 
which merely made that provision in the case of condemned 

monikins, the prisoner at the bar being entirely of another 

species. 
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The court deemed all these objections serious, but decided 
on its own incompetencj to take cognizance of them. It 
was a question for the twelve judges, who were now on the 
point of assembling, and to whom they referred the whole 
affair on appeal. In the mean time, justice could not be 
stayed. The prisoner must be carried out into the square, 
and matters must proceed ; but, should either of the points 
be finally determined in his favor, he could have the benefit 
of it, so far as circumstances would then allow. Hereupon 
the court rose, and the judges, counsel, and clerks, repaiieil 
in a body to the hall of the twelve judges. 
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CHAPTER XXI. 

aRTTER AND BEITER — MORE LAW AND MORE JDSTICR 

tails and heads; tub importance of keeping 

EACH IN ITS PROPER PLACE. 

Noah wns incoutinently transferred to tlie place of ex- 
ecution, where I promised to meet him in time to receive 
his parting sigh, curiosity inducing me first to learn the 
issue on the appeal. Tlic brigadier told me in confidence, 
as we went to the other hall, that the affair was now getting 
to be one of great interest ; that liitherto it had been more 
))oys’ play, but it would in future require counsel of great 
leading and research to handle tlie arguments, and that ho 
Jlattered himself there was a good occasion likely to pre- 
sent itself, for him to show what monikin reason really was. 

The w’hole of the twelve wore tail-cases, and altogether 
they presented a formidable array of intellectual develop- 
ment. As the cause of Noah was admitted to bo ono of 
more than common urgency, after hearing only three or 
four other short applications on behalf of the crown, whoso 
lights always have precedence on such occasions, the attor- 
ney-general of the king was desired to open his case. 

The learned counsel spoke, in anticipation, to the objeo- 
tious of both his adversaries, beginning with those of my 
brother Downright. Forthwith, he contended, might bo at 
any period of the twenty-four liours, according to the actual 
time of using the term. Thus, forthwith of a morning, 
would mean in the morning ; forthwith at noon, would 
mean at noon ; and so on to the close of the legal day. 
Moreover, in a legal signification, forthwith mnst mean be- 
tween sunrise and sunset, the statute commanding that all 
executions shall take place by the light of the sun. and con- 
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sequentlj thb two terms ratified and confirmed each other 

instead of conveying a contradiction, or of neutralizing 

each other, as would most probably be contended by the 
opposite counsel. 

To all this my b, -other DowDi-ight, as is usual ou such 
occasions, objected pretty much the converse. He main- 
tained that all light proceeded from the sun; and that the 
statute, therefore, could only mean that there should be no 
executions during eclipses, a period when the whole moiii- 
kin race ought to be occupied in adoration. Forthwith, 
moreover, did not necessarily mean forthwith, for forthwith' 
meant immediately ; and “ between sunrise and sunset ” 
meant between sunrise and sunset ; which might be imme- 
diately, or might not. 

On this point the twelve judges decided, firstly, that 
forthwith did not mean forthwith ; secondly, that forthwith 
did mean forthwith; thirdly, that forthwith had two legal 
meanings ; fourthly, that it was illegal to apply one of these 
legal meanings to a wrong legal purpose ; and fifthly, that 
the objection was of no avail, as respected the case of No. 1, 
sea-water color. Ordered, tiierefore, that the criminal lose 
his tail forthwith. 

Tlie objection to the other sentence met with no better 
fate. Men and inonikins did not difl'er more than some 
men differed from other men, or some inonikins differed 
from other inonikins. Ordered, that the sentence be con- 
firmed, witli costs. I thought this decision the soundest of 
the two ; for I had often had occasion to observe, that 
there were very startling points of resemblance between 
monkeys and our own species. 

Tlie contest now commenced between the two attorneys- 
general in earnest ; and, as tlie point at issuo was a ques- 
tion of mere rank, it excited a lively — I may say an en- 
grossing — interest in all the hearers. It was settled, how- 
ever, after a vigorous discussion, in favor of the king, 
whose royal dignity the twelve judges were unanimously 
of opinion was entitled to precedency over that of tlio 
queen. To my great surprise, my brother Downright vol- 
unteered an argument on this intricate point, making an 
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exceedingly clever speech in flavor of the kmg s dignity, es 
was admitted by every one who heard it. It rested chiefly 
on the point that the ashes of the tail were, by the scu- 
icnce, to bo thrown into tlie culprit’s taco. It is true tin.} 
mi"ht be done physically after decapitation, but it could not 
be'^done morally. This part of the punishment was de- 
signed for a moral eflect ; and to produce that eilect, con- 
sciousness and shame were both necessary. Therefore, tho 
moral act of throwing the ashes into the face of the crim- 
inal could only be done, wliile he was living, and capable 


of being ashamed. 

Meditation, chief-justice, delivered the opinion of the 
bench. It contained the usual amount of legal ingenuity 
and logic, was esteemed as very clorpicnt in that part which 
touched on the sacred and inviolable character ot tho royal 
prerogatives (^j)rcrog(Uii'<z as he termed them), and was so 
lucid in pointing out the general inferiority of the rpicen- 
consort, that 1 felt happy her majesty was not present to 
hear Iierself and sex undervalued. -Vs might have been 
expected, it allowed great wciglit to the distinction taken 
by tiic brigadier. The decision was in tho following words, 
namely: ‘‘Rex et Regini versus No. 1, sea-water color, 
ordered, that the ollicers of justice shall proceed forthwith 
to dccaudizatc tho defendant before they decapitate him: 
provided be has not been forthwith decapitated before he 
can be dccaudizatcd.” 

The moment this manlanur. was put into the hands of 
the proper oflicer, Brigadier Downright caught me by the 
knee, and led me out of the hail of justice, as if both our 
lives depended on our expedition. I was about to reproach 
him for having volunteered to aid the king’s attorney-gen- 
eral, when, seizing me by the root of the tail, for the want 
of a button-hole, ho said, with evident satisfaction, — 

“ Affairs go on swimmingly, my dear Sir John ! I do not 
remember to have been employed, for some years, in a 
more interesting litigation. Now this cause, which, no 
doubt, you think is drawing to a close, has just reached iU 
pivot, or turning-point ; and I see every prospect of extri 
mating our client with great credit to myself.” 
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“ How ! my brother Downright!” I interrupted; «the 

accused is finally sentenced, if not actually executed !» 

•Not so fast, my good Sir John — not so fast by any 

means. Nothing is final in law, while there is a far^hin® 

to meet the costs, or the criminal can yet gasp. I hold 

our case to be in an excellent way ; much better than I 

have deemed r: at any time since the accused was ar- 
raigned. 

Surprise left me no other power than that which was 
necessary to demand an explanation. 

“ All depends on the single fact, dear sir,” continued my 
brother Downright, « wliether tlie head is still on the body 
of the accused or not. Do you proceed, as fast as possible, 
to the place of execution; and, should our client still have 
a head, keep up his spirits by a projier religious discourse, 
always preparing him for the worst, for this is no more 
than wisdom ; but, the instant his tail is separated from his 
body, rim hither as fast as you can, to apprise me of the 
fact. I ask but two things of you — speed in coming with 
the news, and perfect certainty that tlie tail is not yet at- 
tached to the rest of the frame, by even a hair. A hair 
often turns the scales of justice ! ” 

“ The case seems desperate — would it not be as well for 
me to run down to tlie palace, at once ; demand an audi- 
ence of their majesties, throw myself on my knees before 
the royal pair, and implore a pardon?” 

“ Your project is impracticable, for three sufficient rea- 
sons : firstly, there is not time ; secondly, you would not bo 
admitted without a special appoiutmeut ; thirdly, there is 
neither a king nor a queen !” 

“ No king in Leaphigh ! ” 

“ I liave said it.” 

“ Explain yourself, brother Downright, or I shall be 
obliged to refute wliat you say, by the evidence of my own 


senses. 


“ Your senses will prove to bo false witnesses then, 
h ormerly there was a king in Leaphigh, and one who gov- 
erned, as well as reigned. But the nobles and grandees of 
the country, deeming it indecent to trouble his majesty 
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With affairs of state any longer, took upon themselves all 
the trouble of governing, leaving to the sovereign the sole 
duty of reigning. Tliis was done in a way to save his feel- 
ings, under the pretense of setting up a barrier to the 
physical force and abuses of the mass. After a time, it 
was found inconvenient and expensive to feed and other- 
wise support the royal family, and all its members were 
privately shipped to a distant region, wliich had not yet got 
to be so far advanced in civilization, as to know how o 
keep up a monarchy without a monarch.” 

“ And does Leaphigh succeed in effecting this prod- 

“ Wonderfully well. By means of decapitations aud 
decaudizations enough, even greater exploits may he per- 
formed.” 

“ But am I to understand literally, brother Downright, 
there is no such thing as a monarclt iu this country? ” 

“ Literally.” 

And the presentations ? ’ 

“ Are like these trials, to maiutain the monarchy.” 

“ And the crimson curtains” — 

“ Conceal empty seats.” 

“Why not, then, dispense with so much costly reore- 
sentation ? ” 

“ In what way could the grandees cry out that the 

throne is in danger, if there were no tlirone? It is one 

thing to have no monarch, and anotlier to have no throne. 

But all this time our client is in great jeopardy. Hasten,* 

therefore, and be particular to act as I have just instructed 
you.” 

I stopped to hear no more, but in a minute was flying 
toward the centre of the square. It was easy enough to 
perceive the tail of my friend waving over the crowd*^ but 
grief and apprehension had alreadv rendered his counte- 
nance so rueful, that, at the first glance, I did not recognize 
his head. He was, however, still in the body; for, luckily 
for himself, and more especially for tlie success of his prin- 
c.pa counsel, the gravity of his crimes had rendered un- 
usual preparations necessary for the execution. As the 
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mandate of the court had not yet arrived, — justice bein^ 
as prompt iu Leaphigh as her ministers are dilatory, — two 
blocks were prepared, and the culprit was about to get 
down on his hands and knees between them, just as I forced 
my way through the crowd to his side. 

“Ah! Sir John, this is an awful predicament!” ex* 
claimed the rebuked Noah; “a raally awful situation for u 
human Christian to have his cuemies lying athwart both 
bows and starn ! ” 

“While there is life there is hope; but it is always best 
to be prepared for the worst — he who is thus prepared 
never can meet witn a disagreeable surprise. Messrs. 
Executioners” — for there were two, that of the king, 
and that of the queen, or oue at each end of the unhappy 
criminal — “Messrs. Executioners, I pray you to give the 
culprit a moment to arrange his thoughts, and to communi- 
cate his last requests iu behalf of his distant family and 
friends ! ” 

To this reasonable petition neither of the lugh function- 
aries of the law made any objection, although both insisted 
if they did not forthwitl) bring tlie culprit to the last stages 
of preparation, they might lose their places. They did not 
see, however, but a man might pause for a moment on the 
brink of the grave. It would seem that there had been a 
little misunderstanding between tlie executioners themselves 
on tlie point of precedency, which had been one cause of 
the delay, and which had been disposed of by an arrange- 
ment that botli should operate at the same instant. Noah 
was now brought down to his hands and knees, “moored 
head and starn,” as that unfeeling blackguard Bob, who was 
.11 the crowd, expressed it, between the two blocks, his neck 
lying on one and his tail on the other. While in this edify- 
ing attitude, I was permitted to address him. 

“ It may be well to bethink you of your soul, my dear 
captain,” I said ; “ for, to speak the truth, these axes Iiave 
ft very prompt and sanguinary appearance.” 

“ I know it, Sir John, I know it ; and, not to mislead 
you, I will own that I have been repenting with all my 
might, ever since that first vardlct. Tliat affair of tlie 



THE MONHEINS. 


233 


lord liigh admiral, in particular, has given me a good deal 
of consarn ; and I now Iiumbly ask your pardon for being 
led away by such a miserable deception, wlikh is all owing 
to that riptyle Dr. Keasono, who, I hope, will yet meet 
with his desalts. I forgive everybody, and hope every- 
body will forgive me. As for Miss Pope, it will be a 
hard case ; for she is altogether past expecting another 
consort, and she must he satisfied to be a relic the rest of 
her days.” 

“ Repentance, repentance, my dear Noah — repentaneo 
is the one thing needful for a man in your extremity.” 

“ I do — I do. Sir John, body and soul — I repent, from 
the bottom of my heart, ever having come on tins v’y’ge 
— nay, I don’t know but I repent ever liaving come out- 
side of Montauk Point. I might, at this moment, Iiavo 
been a schoolmaster or a tavern-keeper in Stunin’tun ; 
and they arc both good wholesome bortlis, particularly 
the last. Lord love you, .Sir John, if repentaneo wciuld 
do any good, I should be pardoned on the spot ! 

Here Noah caught a glimpse of Bob grinning in tlio 
crowd, and he asked of the executioners, as a last favor, 
that they would have the boy brought near, that lio might 
take an affectionate leave of liim. This reasonable request 
was complied with, despite of poor Bob’s struggles ; and 
the youngster had quite as good reasons for hearty repent- 
ance as the culprit himself. Just at this trying moment, 
the mandate for the order of the punishments arrived, and 
the oflicials seriously declared that the condemned must 
prepare to meet his fate. 

The unfiinching manner in which Captain Poke suh- 
oitted to the mortal process of decaudization extracted 
plaudits from,^ and awakened sympathy in, every mouikiii 
present. Having satisfied myself that the tail was actually 
separated from the body, I ran, as fast as legs could carry 
me, toward the hall of the twelve judges. My brother 
Do^vnright, who was impatiently expecting my appearance, 
instantly arose and moved the bench to issue a mandamus 
a ^y of execution in the case of Regina versus 
Noah Poke, or No. 1, sea-water color. “By the statute 
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of the 2d of Longevity and Flirtilla, it was enacted, my 
lords,” put in the brigadier, “that in no case shall a con- 
victed felon suffer loss of life, or limb, while it can be 
established that he is non compos mentis. This is also a 
rule, my lords, of common law — but being common sense 
and common raonikinity, it has been thought prudent to 
enforce it by an especial enactment. I presume Mr. 
Attorney-General for the queen will scarcely dispute the 
law of the case ” — 

“ Not at all, my lords — though I hat^e some doubts as 
to the fact. The fact remains to be established,” answered 
the other, taking snuff. 

“ The fact is certain, and will not admit of cavil. In 
the case of Res versus Noah Poke, the court ordered the 
punishment of decandization to take precedence of that 
of decapitation, in the case of Regina versus the same. 
Process had been issued from the bench to that effect; 
the culprit has, in consequence, lost his caiida, and with it 
his reason ; a creature without reason has always been 
held to be non compos meniisy and by the law of the land 
is not liable to the punishments of life or limb.” 

“ Your law is plausible, my brother Downright,” ob- 
served my lord chief-justice, “ but it remains for the bench 
to be put in possession of the facts. At the next term, 

you will perhaps be better prepared” — 

“ I pray you, my lord, to remember that this is a case 

wliich will not admit of three months’ delay. 

“ We can decide the principle a year hence, as well as 
to-day; and wc have now sat longer tn hancoy* looking at 
his watch, “ than is either usual, agreeable, or expedient.” 

“But, my lords, the proof is at hand. Hero is a wit- 
ness to establish that the cauda of Noah Poke, the de- 
fendant of record, has actually been separated from his 

body ” — 

“Nay, nay, my brother Downright, a barrister of your 
experience must know that the twelve can only take evi* 
dence on afTidavit. If you had an affidavit prepaied, we 
might possibly find time to hear it, before wc adjourn , as 
it is, the affair must lie over to another sitting. 
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I was now in ** cold sweat, for I could distinctly scent 
the peculiar odor of the burning tail; the ashes of wliicli 
bein'T fairly thrown into Noali’s face, there remained no 
further obsUxcle to the process of decapitation — the sen- 
tence, it w’ill be remembered, having kept his countenance 
on his shoulders expressly for that object. Jly brother 
Downright, however, w'as not a lawyer to be defeated by 
so simple a stumbling-block. Seizing a paper that was 
already written over in a good legal hand, which Iiajxpencd 
to be lying before him, he read it, without pause or hesi- 
tation, in the following manner: — 

“ Retrina versus Noah Poke. 

Kingdom of Leaphigh, Season of Nuts, > Personally ap- 
this fourth day of the Moon. j peared before me, 
Meditation, Lord Chief-Justice of the Court of King’s 
Bench, John Goldeucalf, Baronet, of tlic kingdom of Great 
Britain, who, being duly sworn, doth depose and 6:iy, 
namely, that he, the said deponent, was present at, and 
did witness, the decaudization of the defendant in this suit, 
and that the tail of tlie said Noali Poke, or No. 1, sea- 
water color, hath been truly and pliysically separated from 
his body. And further this deponent sayeth not. Sig- 
nature, etc.” 

Having read, iu the most fluent manner, the foregoing 
aflidavit (which existed only in his own brain), my brother 
Downright desired the court to take my deposition to its 
truth. 

“John Goldeucalf, baronet,” said the chief-justice, “ you 
have heard what has just been read ; do you swear to i*6 
truth ? ” 

« I do.” 

Here the aflidavit was signed by botli my lord chief- 
justice and myself, and it was duly put on file. I after- 
ward learned that the paper used by my brother Dowu- 
vight on this memorable occasion was no other than tlie 
notes which the chief-justice himself had taken on one of 
Uie arguments iu the case in question, and that, seeing the 



2SG 


THE MONIKmS. 


Diiines and title of the cause, beside finding it no easy 
matter to read his own writing, that high officer of the 
crown had, veiy naturally, supposed that all was right. 
As to the rest of the bench, they were in too great a hurry 
to go to dinner, to stop and read affidavits, and the case 
was instantly disposed of, by the following decision ; — 

“ Regina versus Noah Poke, etc. Ordered, that the 
culprit be considered non compos mentis, and that he bo 
discharged, on finding security to keep the peace for the 

remainder of his natural life.” 

An officer was instantly dispatched to the great square 
with this reprieve, and the court rose. I delayed a little 
in order to enter into the necessary recognizances in be- 
half of Noah, taking up at the same time the bonds given 
the previous night, for his appearance to answer to the 
indictments. These forms being duly complied with, my 
brother Downright and myself repaired to the place of 
execution, in order to congratulate our client — the former 
justly elated with his success, which he assui'ed mo was 
not a little to the credit of his own education. ^ 

We found Noah surprisingly relieved by his liberation 
from the hands of the Philistines ; nor was he at all back- 
ward in expressing his satisfaction at the unexpected turn 
thiiif^s had taken. According to his account of the matter, 
he did not set a higher value on his head than another ; 
still, it was convenient to have one ; had it been necessary 
to part with it, he made no doubt he should have sub- 
mitted to do so like a man, referring to the fortitude with 
which he had borne the amputation of his cauda, as a 
proof of his resolution ; for his part, he should take very 
good care how he accused any one with having a memory, 
or anything else, again, and he now saw the excellence of 
those wise provisions of the laws, which cut up a criminal 
m order to prevent the repetition of his offenses; he did 
not intend to stay much longer on shore, believing e 
should bo less in the way of temptation on board the 
Walrus than among the monikins ; and, as for his own 
people, he was sure of soon catching them on board again, 
for they had now been off their pork twenty-four hours, 
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aud nuts were but poor grub for foremast bauds, after all ; 
philosophers might say what tliey pleased aboiit goverii- 
meuts, but, iu his opiiiiou, the only raal tyrant on 'arth 
was the belly; he did not remember ever to have had a 
struggle with his belly — and he had a thousand— that 
the belly didn’t get the better ; that it would be awkward 
to lay down the title of lord high admiral, but it was 
^:asier to lay down that than to lay down liis head ; that 
as for a cauda, though it was certainly agreeable to be in 
the fashion, be could do very well without one, and when 
he got back to Stunin'tun, should the worst come to the 
worst, there was a certain saddler in the place wdio could 
give him as good a fit as the one he had lost ; that !Misa 
Poke would have beejx greatly scandalized, however, had 
he come home after decapitation ; that it might be well 
to sail for Leaplow as soon as convenient, for in that 
country he understood bobs were in fashion, and be 
admitted that he should not like to cruise about Leaphigb, 
for any great length of time, unless he could look as other 
people look ; for his part, ho bore no one a grudge, and ho 
freely forgave everybody l)ut Hob, out of whom, the Lord 
willing, he proposed to have full satisfaction, before the 
ship should be twenty-four hours at sea, etc., etc., etc. 

Such was the general tendency of the remarks of Cap- 
tain Poke, as we proceeded toward the port, where bo 
embarked and went on board the AValrus, with some 
eagerness, having learned that our rear-admirals and post- 
captains had, indeed, yielded to the calls of nature, and 
had all gone to their duty, swearing they would rather bo 
foremast Jacks iu a well-victualed ship, than the king of 
I/'japhigh upon nuts. 

The captain bad no sooner entered the boat, taking his 
head with him, than I began to make mj* acknowdedg- 
ments to my brother Downright for the able manner in 
which he had defended my fellow human being ; paying, 
at the same time, some well-merited compliments to the 
ingenious and truly philosophical distinctions of the Leap- 
high system of jurisprudence. 

“ Siiare your thanks and your commendations, I beg of 
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you, good Sir John,” returned the brigadier, as we walked 
back toward my lodgings. « We did as well as circum- 
stances would allow; tliough our whole defense would 
have been upset, had not the chief-justice very luckily 
been unable to read his own handwriting. As for the 
principles and forms of the monikin law — for in these 
particulars Leaplow is very much like Leaphigh — as you 
have seen them displayed in these two suits, why, they 
are such as we have. I do not pretend that they are 
faultless ; on the contrary, I could point out improvements 
myself but we get on with them as well as we ; no 

doubt, among men, you have codes that will bettwr bear 
ozamination.” 
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CHAPTER XXII. 

& NEOrnTTE IN DIPLOMACY DIPLOMATIC INTUODCC- 

TION — A CALCULATION — A SHIPMENT OP OPINIONS 

noiv TO CHOOSE AN INVOICE, WITH AN A3SOUT- 

MENT. 


I NOW began seriously to Ibink of sailing for Leaplow; 
for, I confess, I was lieartily tired of being thought the 
governor of his royal liighncss Prince Bob, and iiined to 
be restored once more to my proper place in society. I 
was the more incited to make tlie cliangc, by the repre- 
sentations of tlie brigadier, wlio assured me that it was 
sudicient to come from foreign parts, to be esteemed u 
nobleman in Leaplow, and that I need not apprehend in 
his country any of the ill treatment I had received in the 
one in which I now was. After talking over the matter, 
therefore, in a familiar way, we determined to repair at 
once to the Leaplow legation, in order to ask for our 
passports, and to offer, at the same time, to carry any dis- 
patches that Judge People’s Friend might liave prepared 
for his government — it being tlie custom of iho Lean- 
jowers to trust to these godsends in carrying on their dip- 
lomatic correspondence. * 


found the judge in undress, and a very different 
Ogure he cut, certainly, from that which he made when I 
iaw him the previous night at court. Tlien he was all 
queue ; now he ^yas all bob. He seemed glad to see us, 
however, and quite delighted when I told him of ‘he in- 
tention to sail for Leaplow, as soon as the wiud served. 

iimpiicitv ^ republican 


There was to be another turn of the great and little 
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wheels, he said, and it was quite important to himself to 
be on the spot ; for, although everything was, beyond all 
question, managed with perfect republiean propriety, yet, 
somehow, and yet he did not know exactly how, but some- 
how, those who are on the spot always get the best prizes. 
If I could give him a passage, therefore, he would esteem 
it a great personal favor ; and I might depend on it, the 
circumstance would be well received by the party. Al- 
though I did not very well understand what he meant by 
this party, which was to view the act so kindly, I very 
cheerfully told the judge that the apartments lately occu- 
pied by my Lord Chutteriuo aud his friends were perfectly 
at liis disposal. I was then asked when I intended to 
sail ; and the answer was, the instant the wind hauled, so 
wc could lav out of the harbor. It might be within half 
au hour. Ilereiipou Judge People’s Friend begged I 
would have the goodness to wait until he could hunt up a 
charge d'affaires. His instructions were most peremptory 
never to leave the legation without a charge ^affaires; 
but he would just brush his bob, and run into the street, 
aud look up one in five minutes, if I would promise to 
wait so long. It would have been unkind to refuse so 
trifling a favor, and the promise was given. The judge 
must have run as fast as his legs would carry him ; for, in 
about ten minutes, he was back again, with a diplomatic 
recruit. He told me his heart had misgiven him sadly. 
The three first to whom he offered the place had plumply 
refused it, and, indeed, he did not know but he should 
have a quarrel or two on his hands ; but, at last, he had 
luckily found one who could get nothing else to do, and 
be pinned him on the spot. 

So far everything had gone on swimmingly; but the 
nsw charge had, most unfortunately, a very long cauda, a 
fashion that was inexorably proscribed by the Leaplow 
usages, except in cases whore the representative went to 
court — for it seems the Leaplow political ethics, like 
your country buck, lias two dresses ; one for every-day 
wear, and one icfc Sundays. Tlic judge intimated to his 
intended substitute, that it was absolutely indispensable li« 
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should submit to an amputalion, or ho couhl not 
confer the appointment, (picues being proscribed at hojm 
by both public opinions, tlie horizontal and the perpendic 
ular. To this the candidate objected, that lie very well 
knew the Leaplow usages on this head, but that ho Iiad 
seen his excellency himself going to court with a singu - 
larly apparent brush ; and lie ha<l supposeil from that, and 
from sundry other little occurrences lie <li<l not care to 


particularize, that the Leaplowors were not so bigoted in 
iheii’ uotions but they could act on the j)rinci])le of doiiiL' 
at Rome as is done by the Romans. To this the judge 
replied, that this principle was certainly recognized in all 
things that were agreeable, and that he knew, from ex- 
perience, how hard it was to go in a bob, when all around 
him went in caudcE ; but that the tails were essentially 
anti-republican, and, as such, had been formally voted 
down in Lc-ai)low, wliere even the Great Sachem did not 
dare to wear one, let him long for it as much as he would; 
and if it wore known that a public chartjc offended in this 
particular, although he might be momentarily protected by 
one of the public opinions, the matter would certainly bo 
taken up by the opposition public opinion, and then the 
people might order a new turn of the little wheel, which 
Heaven it knew ! occurred now a great deal oftener than 
was either profitable or convenient. 

Hereupon the candidate deliberately uudid tlic fasten- 
ings and removed the queue, showing, to our admiration, 

no 1 1 all. neither more 

wav T nff ^ '■* niasquerade; which, by the 

• } ' I aftei ward learned, was very apt to be the case willi 

a gieat many of that eminently original people, when tliey 

cople s Friend was now perfectly delighted. He told us 
Here is a^bo “r'''' 

Heie isa bob, said he, “ for the horizontals and per- 
pendiculars, and there is a caiiital ready-made caiida ioT 
; s majesty and his majesty's first cousin ! T W 

caricature aboutT“’ “"‘T be » dash ol 

caricature about him, is the very thing ia our diplomacy - 
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Fiucling matters so much to liis mind, the judge made out 
the letter of appointment on the spot, and then proceeded 
to give his substitute the usual instructions. 

“You are on all occasions,” he said, “to take the ut- 
most care not to offend the court of Leaphigh, or the 
mealiest of the courtiers, by advancing any of our peculiar 
opinions, all of which, beyond dispute, you have at your 
finger-ends; on this score you are to be so particular that 
you may even, in your own person, j>to tempore, abandon 
republicanism — yea, sacred repulicanism itself ! — know- 
ing that it can easily be resumed on your return homo 
again ; you are to remember there is nothing so undiplo- 
matic, or even vulgar, as to have an opinion on any sub- 
ject, unless it should be the opinion of the persons you 
may happen to be in company with ; and, as we have the 
reputation of possessing that quality in an eminent de- 
gree, everywhere but at home, take especial heed to es- 
chew vulgarity — if you can ; you will have the greatest 
care, also, to wear the shortest bob in all your private, 
and the longest tail in all your public relations, tliis being 
one of the most important of the celebrated chocks and 
balances of our government; our institutions being cx- 
l)ressly formed by the mass, for the particular benefit of 
all, you will be excessively careful not to let the chums 
of any one citizen, or even any set of citizens, interfere 
with that harmony which it is so necessary, for the purposes 
of trade, to maintain with all foreign courts ; which^ courts 
being accustomed themselves to consider their subjects as 
cattle, to be worked in the traces of the state, are singu- 
larly restive whenever they hear of any individual being 
made of so much importance. Should any Lcaplower be- 
come troublesome on this score, give him a bad name at 
ones; and in order to effect that object with your own 
sinc^le-minded and right-loving countrymen, swear that ho 
is a disofgaiiizcr, and, my life on it, both public oinnions 
at home will sustain you ; for there is nothing on which our 
pulilic opinions agree so well as the absolute deference 
which tlicy pay to foreign public opinions —and this ttie 
more especially, in all matters that are likely to a cc 
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profits, by deranging commerce. You will, above all 
things, make it a point to be in constant relations willi 
some of the readiest paragraplj-writers of llic ncwsp.apcrs, 
in order to see that facts arc properly stated at home. I 
would advise you to look out sonic foreigner, who lias 
never seen Leaplow, for this employment ; one that is 
also paid to write for the journals of Leapup, or Lean- 
down, or some other foreign country ; by which means 
you will be sure to get an impartial agent, or one W’ho 
can state things in your own way. who is already half paid 
for his services, and who will not be likely to make blun- 
ders by meddling with distinctive Ibouglit. 'When a per- 
son of this character is found, let him drop a line now and 
then in favor of your own sagacity and patriotism ; and if 
he should say a pleasant thing occasionally about me, it 
will do no harm, but may help the little wheel to turn 
more readily. In order to conceal his origin, let your para- 
graph-agent use the word ow freely ; the use of this word, 
as you know', being the oidy qnalification of citizenship 
in Leaplow. Let him begin to spell the word 0-U-K, 
and then proceed to pronounce it, and he careful tliat 
he does not spell it II-O-U-R, which might betray Ids 
origin. Abovc^ all things, you will he patriotic and re- 
publican, avoiding the least vindication of your country 
and Its institutions, and satisfying yourself wdth saying 
that the latter are, at least, well suited to the former; if 
you should say this in a way to leave the impression ’on 
your hearers, that you think the former fitted for nothin'^ 
else. It w'lil be particularly agreeable and thorou^Iily re* 
publican, and most eminently modest and praiseworthy, 
lou will find the diplomatic agents of all other states 
sensitive on the point of their peculiar political usages, and 
prompt o defend them; but this is a weakness you will 
rigidly abstain from imitating, for our polity being cxclu- 
sncly based on reason, you are to show a dignified confi. 
dence m he potency of that fundamental principle, nor iu 
any way lessen the high character that reason alreiidy en- 
loys, by giving any one cause to suspect you think reason 
« not fully able to take care of itself. 'With these lead- 
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mg hints, and your own natural tendencies, which I am 
glad to see are eminently fitted for the great objects of 
diplomacy, being ductile, imitative, yielding, calculating, 
nnd, above all, of a foreign disposition, I think you will bo 
able to get on very cleverly. Cultivate, above all things, 
your foreign dispositions, for you are now on foreign duty, 
and your country reposes on your shoulders and eminent 
talents the whole burden of its foreign interests in thip 
part of the world.” 

Hero the judge closed his address, which was oral, ap- 
parently well satisfied with himself and with his raw-hand 
in diplomacy. lie then said, — 

“ That he would now go to court to present his substi- 
tute, and to take leave himself; after which he would re- 
turn as fast as possible, and detain us no longer than was 
necessary to put his caxula in pepper, to protect it against 
the moths ; for Heaven knew what prize he might draw 

in the next turn of the little wheel ! ” 

We promised to meet him at the port, where, a 
messenger just then informed us, Captain Poke had 
landed, and was anxiously waiting our appearance. AVUh 
this understanding we separated ; the judge undertaking 
to redeem all our promises paid in at the tavern, by 

giving his own in their stead. 

The brigadier and myself found Noah and the cook 
bargaining for some private adventures, with a Loaphigh 
broker or two, who, finding that the ship was about to sail 
in ballast, were recommending their wares to the notice of 
these two worthies. 

« It would be a raal sin, Sir John,” commenced the cap- 
tain, “ to neglect an occasion like this to turn a penny. 
The ship coull carry ten thousand immigrunts, and they 
say there are millions of them going over to Leaplow ; or 
it mi"ht stow half the goods in Aggregation. I'm resolved, 
at any rate, to use my cabin privilege ; and I would advise 
you, as owner, to look out for suthin* to pay port-charges 
with, to say the least.” 

“ The idea is not a bad one, friend Poke ; but, as we 
arc ignorant of the state of the market on the other side, U 

O 
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be well to consult some iiiUabitaat of tbo country 
ubout the choice of articles. Here is tlio lirigadier Down- 
right, whom I Iiave found to be a monikin of oxperinnco 
and judgmcut, and if you please, we will first hear what lie 
has to say about it.” 

“I dabble very little in merchandise,” returned the; briga- 
dier; *’ but, as a general principle, I should say that no 
article of LeaphigU manufacture would command so certain 
a market in Leaplow as opinions.” 

“Have you any of these opinions for sale?” I impnied 
of the broker. 

*• Plenty of them, sir, and of all <jualitics — from tlic very 
lowest to the very ’ighest prices — those that may be had 
for next to nothing, to those that we think a great deal of 
ourselves. We always keeps them ready packed for expor- 
tation, and send wast invoices of lliem, liannually, to Lcaji- 
low in particular. Opinions are hartielcs that help to sell 
each other; and a ship of the tonnage of yours might stow 
enough, provided they were properly assoi tcd, to carry all 
before them for the season.” 

Expressing a wish to see the packages, wo were immedi- 
ately led into an adjoining wareliousc, wbere, sure enougb, 
there were goodly lots of the manufactures in question. I 
passed along the shelves, reading the inscriptions of the 
different packages. Pointing to several bundles that had 
‘•Opinions on Free Trade” written on tbclr labels, I asked 
tlie brigadier what he thouglit of that article. 

“ Wliy, they would have done better, a year or two 
since, when we were settling anew tariff; but I should 
think'tbere would be less demand for them now.’* 

“You are quite right, sir,” added the broker; “ we 
send large invoices of them to Leaplow formerly, and they 
were all eagerly bought up, the moment they arrived. A 
great many were dyed over again, and sold as of ’omo 
manufacture. Most of these barticles are now shipped for 
Leapup, with whom we have negotiations that give them n 
certain value.” 

‘“Opinions on Democracy, and on the Polity of Govern- 
ments in General ; ’ I should think these would bo of no 
use in Leaplow ? ” 
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“ Why, sir, they goes pretty mucli hover the whole 
world. We sell powers on ’em on our own continent, near 
by, and a gi*eat many do go even to Leaplow ; though what 
they does with ’em there. I never could say, seeing they are 
all government monikins in that queer country.” 

An inquiring look extorted a clearer answer from the 
brigadier : — 

“ To admit the fact, we have a class among us who 
buy up these articles with some eagerness. I can only 
account for it, by supposing they think differing in their 
tastes from the mass, makes them more enlightened and 
peculiar.” 

ril take them all. An article that catches these pro- 
j)ensities is sure of a sale. ‘ Opinions on Events ; ' what 
can possibly be done with these ?” 

“That depends a little on their classification,” returned 
the brigadier. “ If they relate to Leaplow events, while 
they have a certain value, they cannot be termed of current 
value ; but if they refer to the events of all the rest of the 
curtli, take them for Heaven’s sake 1 for we trust altogether 
to this market for our supplies.” 

On this bint I ordered the whole lot, trusting to dispose 
of the least fasbiouable by aid of those that were more in 
vogue. 

“‘Opinions on Domestic Literature.’” 

“ You may buy all lie has ; wc use no other.” 

“‘Opinions on Continental Literature.’” 

“Why, wc know little about the goods themselves — but 

I think a selection might answer.” 

I ordered the bale cut in two, and look one half, at a 

venture. 

‘•‘Opinions on Loaplow' Literature, from No. 1 up to 

No. 100.’” 

“ All ! it is proper I should explain,” put in the broker 
“ that we has two varieties of them ’ere Imrticlcs. One is 
the true liarticle, as is got up by our gi'cat wits and philos- 
opbers, they says, on the most approved models ; but the 
other is nothing but a sham harticle that is really maiiu- 
Cictured in Leaplow, and is sent out here to get our stamp 
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Tliat’g all — I never deceives a customer — hotli sell weU, 
I hear, on the otlier side, however.” 

I looked again at the brigadier, who quietly nodding 
assent, I took the whole hundi-ed bales. 

‘ Opinions of tlie Institutions of Leaphigli.’ ” 

“ "Why, them ’ere is assorted, being of all sizes, forms, and 
colors. Tliey came coastwise, and arc chiefly for domestic 
consumption; though I have known ’em sent to Lcapluw, 
with success.” 


“ The consumers of this article among us,” observed tlie 
brigadier, “ are very select, and rarely take any but of tho 
very best quality. But then they arc usually so well 
stocked, that I question if a new importation would ])ay 
freight. Indeed, our consumers cling very generally to tho 
old fashions in this article, not even admitting tho changes 
produced by time. Ihcre was an old manufacturer called 
Wliitci’ock, who lias a sort of Barlow-knifo reputation 
among us, and it is not easy to get another article to com- 
pete with his. Unless they arc very antiquatetl, I would 
have nothing to do with them.” 

“les, this is all true, sir. We still sends to Leaplow 

quantities of that ’ere manufacture ; aud the more haiiti- 

quated the harticle, the better it sells ; but then the new 

fashions has a most wonderful run at ’ome.” 

“I’ll stick to the real Barlow, through tliick or thin. 

Hunt me up a bale of his notions , let them be as old as 

the flood. What liave we hero ? ‘Opinions on the lustitu- 
tious of Leaplow.’ ” 

Take tliem, said the brigadier, promptly, 

“ This ’eie gentleraau lias an liiilcai- of the state of h.a 
twn market, added tlie hroker, giggling. “ Wast riots of 
these things go .across yearly — and I don’t find that any 
on ’em ever lomes back." ^ 

Lolpiow- 

“ 1 believe I’ll take an interest in that article myself. Sir 

John, If you can ^ve me a ton or two between decks. 
Have you many of this manufacture ? ” 

« Lots on ’em, sir — and they do sell so ! That 'ore ara 
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a good harticle both at ’ome and abroad. My eye ! how 
they does go off in Leaplow ! ” 

“ This appears to be also your expectation, brigadier, by 
your readiness to take an interest ! ” 

“To speak tlie truth, nothing sells better in our beloved 
country.” 

“ Permit me to remark tliat I find your readiness to pur* 
chase this and the last article a little singular. If I iave 
rightly comprehended our previous conversations, you Leap- 
Jowers profess to have improved not only on the ancient 
principles of polity, but on the social condition generally.” 

“ We will talk of this during the passage homeward. Sir 
John Goldencalf ; but, by your leave, I will take a share in 
the investment in ‘ Opinions on the State of Society and 
Manners in Leaplow,’ especially if they treat at large on 
the deformities of the government, while they allow us to 
be genteel. This is the true notch — some of these goods 
have been condemned because the manufacturers hadn’t 
sufficient skill in dyeing.” 

“ You shall have a share, brigadier. Harkec, Mr. 
Broker; I take it these said opinions come from some very 
well known and approved manufactory ? ” 

“ All sorts, sir. Some good, and some good for nothing 

— everything sells, however. I never was in Leaplow, but 
wc says over here, that the Leaplowcrs eat, and drink, and 
sleep on our opinions. Lord, sir, it would really do your 
heart good to see the stuff, in these barticles, that they does 
take from us without higgling!” 

“I presume, brigadier, that you use them as an amuse- 
ment — as a means to pass a pleasant hour, of an evening 

— a sort of moral cigar ? ” 

“ No, sir,” put in the broker, “ they doesn’t smoke ’em, 
my word on’t, or they would’nt buy ’em in such lots!” 

I now thought enough had been laid in on my own 
account, and I turned to see what the captain was about 
He w'as Iiiggling for a bale marked “ Opinions on the Lost 
Condition of the Monikin Soul.” A little curious to know 
why he had made this selection, I led him aside, and frankly 
put the question. 
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“ Wliy, to own (lie truth, Sir John,” he 6aiJ. “ religion is 
an article tliat sells in every market, in some shape or other. 
Now, wo arc all in the Jark about the Lcaplow tastes anJ 
usages, for I always suspect a native of (he country to wliicli 
I am bound, on such a p’int; and if the things shouldn’t sell 
tliere, they’ll at least do at Stunin’tun. Miss Poke alone 
would use up what there is in that there bale, in a twelve- 
month. To give the woman her due, she’s a desperate con- 
sumer of snuff* and religion.” 

Iiad now pretty effectually cleared the shelves, and 
the cook, who had come ashore to dispose of his slush, had 
not yet been able to get anything. 

“ Here is a small bale as come from Lcaplow, and a 

pinched little thing it is,” said the broker, laughing; “it 

don t take at all, here, and it might do to go ’ome a^ain— - 

ac any rate, you will get the drawback. It is filk^d with 

* Distinctive Opinions of the Republic of Lcaplow.’ ” Tlio 

cook looked at tlic brigadier, who appeared to think the 

s])eculation doubtful. Still it was Ilobson's clioicc; and, 

after a good deal of grumbling, the doctor, as Noali always 

called his cook, consented to take the “ liarticle,” at half tii * 
prime cost. 


Judge People’s Friend now came trotting down to the 

port, thoroughly oi rcjjnlUcain, when we immediately 

embarked, and in half an hour, Bob was kicked to Ncah’a 

heart s content, and the Walrus was fairly under way for 
Lcaplow. 
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CHAPTER XXin. 

POLITICAL BOTTNDAniES — POLITICAL RIGHTS — POLIT* 
ICAL SELECTIONS, AND POLITICAL DISQUISITIONS ; WITH 
POLITICAL RESULTS. 

The aquatic milestones of the monikiu seas have been 
already mentioned; but I believe I omitted to say, that 
there was a line of demarkation drawn in the water, by 
means of a similar invention, to point out the limits of the 
jurisdiction of each state. Thus, all witliin these water- 
marks was under the laws of Leaphigh ; all between them 
and those of some other country, was the higli seas; and 
all within those of the other country, Lcaplow, for instance, 
was under the exclusive jurisdiction of that other country. 

■With a favorable wind, the Walrus could run to the 
water-marks in about half a day; from thence to the water- 
marks of Leaplow was two days* sail, and another half day 
was necessary to reach our haven. As we drew near the 
le<^al frontiers of Leaphigh, several small fast-sailing schoon- 
ers were seen hovering just without the jurisdiction of the 
kin", quite evidently waiting our approach. One boarded 
us, just as the outer end of the spanker-boom got clear of 
the Leaphigh sovereignty. Judge People’s Friend rushed 
to the side of the ship, and before the crew of the boat 
could get on deck, he had ascertained that the usual number 
of prizes had been put into the little wheel. 

A raonikin in a bob of a most pronounced character, or 
which appeared to have been subjected to the second ampu- 
tation, being what is called in Leaplow a bob-upon-bob, now 
approached, and inquired if there were any emigrants on 
board. He was made acquainted with our characters and 
objects. Wlien he understood that our stay would most 
likely be short, he was evidently a little disappointed. 
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“ Perhaps, gentlemen,” he added, “ you may still remain 
lonfT enough to make naturalization desirable?” 

“It is always agreeable to be at home in foreign countries 
— but there are no legal objections ? ” 

“I see none, sir — you have no tails, I believe?” 

“ None but what are in our trunks. I did not know, 
however, but the circumstance of our being of a different 
species might throw’ some obstacles in the way.” 

“ None in the world, sir. IVe act on priucii>1es much 
too liberal for so narrow an objection. You are but little 
acquainted witli the institutions and policy of our beloved 
and most happy country, I see, sir. This is not Leaphigh, 
nor Leapup,nor Leapdown, nor Leapover, nor Leapthrough, 
nor Leapunder ; but good, old, hearty, liberal, free and in- 
dependent, most beloved, happy, and prosperous beyoud 
example, Lenplow. Species is of no account under our 
system. We w’ould as soon naturalize one animal as 
another, provided it be a republican animal. I see no defi- 
ciency about any of you. All we ask is certain general 
principles. You go on two legs” — 

“ So do turkeys, sir.” 

** Very true — but you have no feathers.” 

“ Neither has a donkey.” 

“All very right, gentlemen — you do not bray, how- 
ever.” 

“ I will not answer for that,” put in the captain, sending 
his leg forward in a straight line, in a w’ay to raise an out- 
ciy in Bob, that almost upset t!ie Leaplowcr s proposition. 

“ At all events, gentlemen,” he observed, “ there is a test 
that will put the matter at rest, at once.” 

He then desired us, in turn, to pronounce the word “ our ” 

— “our liberties” — “our country” — “ our firesides ” 

“ Of/r altars.” Whoever expressed a wish to he naturalized, 
and could use this word in a proper manner, and in the 
proper place, was entitled to be a citizen. We all did very 
well but the second mate, who, being a Herefordshire man, 
could not, for the life of him, get any nearer to tlm Doric, 
in the latter shibboleth, than “ our halters.” Now, it would 
seem that, in carrying out a great pUlanthropic principle in 
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Leaplow, Laltera had been proscribed ; for, whenever a roguo 
did anything amiss, it had been discovered that, instead of 
punishing him for the offense, the true way to remedy the 
evil was to punish the society against which he had offended. 
Uy this ingenious turn, society was naturally made to 
look out sharp how it permitted any one to offend it. This 
excellent idea is like that of certain Dutchmen, who, wheu 
they cut themselves witli an axe, always apply salve and 
lint to the cruel steel, and leave the wound to heal as fast as 
possible. 

To return to our examination : we all passed but the 
second mate, wlio hung in his halter, and was pronounced 
to be incorrigible. Certificates of naturalization were de- 
livered on the spot, the fees were paid, and the schooner 
left us. 

Tiiat night it blew a gale, and we had no more visitors 
until the following morning. As the sun rose, however, we 
fell in with three schooners, under the Leaplow flag, all of 
which seemed bound on errands of life or death. Ihe first 
that reacl»ed us sent a boat on board, and a committee of six 
“ bob-upoii-bobs ” hurried up our sides, and lost no time in 
introducing themselves. I shall give their own account of 
their business and characters. 

It would seem that they were what is called a “ nominat- 
ing committee” of the Horizontals, for the city of Bivouac, 
the port to which we were bound, where an election was 
about to take place for members of the gi cat National Coun- 
cil. Bivouac was entitled to send seven members; and 
having .xort-tuted themselves, the committee were now in 
quest of a seventh candidate to fill the vacauc}'. In order to 
secure the naturalized interests, it had been determined to 
select as new a comer as possible. 1 his would also be main- 
taining the principle of liberality, in the abstract. For tliis 
reason they had been cruising for a week, as near as the 
law would allow to the Lcaphigh boundaries, and they were 
now ready to take any one who would serve. 

To this proposition I again objected the difference of 
species. Here they all fairly laughed in my face, Brigadier 
Downright included, giving me very distinctly to understand 
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that they l!iuu"ht I had very coutractcd uotious on mutters 
aud things, to suppose so trifling uu obstacle could disturb 
the harmony and unity of a Horizontal vote. They wont 
for a principle, aud the devil himself could not make them 
swerve from the pursuit of so sacred an object. 

I then candidly admitted that nature had not fitted ino, as 
admirably as it bad fitted my friend the judge; for tlio throw* 
ing of summersets ; aud I feared that when tlic ordei was 
given “ to go to the riglit about,” I might be found no better 
tliau a bungler. This staggered them a little; and I per- 
ceived that tliey looked at each otlier in doubt. 

“ But you can, at least, turn round suddenly, at need?” 
one of them asked, after a pause. 

“ Certainly, sir,” I answered, giving ocular evidonco tliut 
I was no idle boaster, making a complete gyration on my 
heels, in very good time. 

‘‘Very well 1 — admirably well!” they all cried in a 
breath. “ The great political essential is to be able to per- 
form the evolutions in their essence, the facility witli wliicli 
they are performed being no more than a personal merit.” 

‘‘But, gentlemen, I know little more of your constitution 
and laws, than I have learned in a few broken discussions 
with my fellow-travellers.” 

This is a matter of no moment, sir. Our constitution, 
unlike that of Lcuphigh, is writtcu down, and he who runs 
cau read ; aud then we liave a political fugleiuaii iu tlie 
house, who saves au iuimeuse deal of unnecessary study aud 
reflection to the members. All you will have to do, will be 
to watch his movements ; aud, my life on it, you wUl go as 
well through the manual exercise as the oldest member 


thisS’mt’?''” from 

fu^etltf a 

“Well, gentlemen, I conceive this to be an afiair in 
This answer met with much commendation, and rnani. 
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fested, as they ail protested, great political capabilities ; tho 
statesman who submitted all to his friends never failing to 
rise to eminence in Lcaplow. Tho committee took my 
name in writing, and hastened back to their schooner, in 
order to get into port to promulgate the nomination. These 
persons were hardly off the deck, before another party came 
up the opposite side of the ship. They announced them- 
selves to be a nominating committee of the Perpendiculars, 
on exactly the same errand as their opponents. They, too, 
wished to propitiate the foreign interests, and were in search 
of a proper candidate. Ca2)taiu Poke had been an atten- 
tive listener to all that occurred during the circumstances 
that preceded my nomination ; and he now stepped promptly 
forward, and declared his readiness to serve. As there was 
<iuite as little squeamishness on one side as on the other, and 
the Perpendicular committee, as it owned itself, was greatly 
pressed for time, the Horizontals having the stu't of tliem, 
the affair was arranged in five minutes, and the strangeis 
departed with the name of Noau Poke, the Tkied Pa- 
TiiiOT,TiiE Profound Jurist, and the Honest jMonikin, 
handsomely placarded on a large board — all but the name 

Iiaving been carefully preparo<l in advance. 

■\yheu the committee were fairly out of the sliip, Noali 
took me aside, and made his apologies for opposing me in 
this important election. His reasons were numerous and 
ingenious, and, as usual, a little discursive. Tliey might bo 
summed up as follows : He never had sat in a parliament, 
and lie was curious to know liow it would feel ; it would in- 
crease the respect of the ship’s company, to find their com- 
maiider of so much account in a strange port; he had liad 
some experience at Stunin’tun by reading the newspapers, 
and he didn’t doubt of his abilities at all, a eircumstaiice that 
rarely failed of making a good Icgiblator ; the congressman 
in his part of the country was some such mau as himscli, 
and what was good for the goose was good for the gander: 
he knew Miss Poke would be pleased to hear he had been 
chosen ; he wondered if he should bo called the Ilonorablo 
Noah Poke, and whether he should receive eight doUars 
day, and mileage from tL« spot where the ship tlien waa 
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•the I'crj^endiculurs might count on him, for liis word was ap 
good as his bond ; as for tlie constitution, he liad got on 
undei' the constitution at lionic, and he J)clievcd a man who 
could do that might got on under any constitution ; he didn’t 
intend to say a great deal in parliament, but what he did 
say he hoped might be rocordc*! for the \isc of his children ; 
together with a great deal more of the same sort of argu- 
mentation and apology. 

The third schooner now brought us to. This vessel sent 
another committee, who announced themselves to he (he 
representatives of a party that was termed the Tangents. 
They were not numerous, but sufliciently so to bold the 
balance whenever the Horizontals and the Pcrpendiculara 
crossed each other directly at right angles, as w:us the case 
at present; and they had now determined to run a simde 
oaiididatc of their own. They, too, wished to fortify thmii- 
selves by the foreign interest, as was natural, anti had come 
out in quest of a proper person. I suggested the first mate ; 
i>ut against this Jsoah protested, doclaiing that come what 
would, the ship must on no account be deserletl. Time 
[tiessed; and, while the captain aiid the subonlinato were 
hotly disputing the propriety of iiermitting the latter to 
serve, Bob, who had already tasted the sweets of political 
importance, iit his assumed character of princc-royal. stcjipecl 
slyly up to the committee, and gave in his name. Noah 
was too much occupied to discover this well-managed move- 
ment ; and by the time he Iiad sworn to throw* he mate 
overboard if be did not instantly relinquish all ambitious 
projects of this nature, he found that the Tangents were oft'. 
Supposing they had gone to some other vessel, the capuhi 

allowed himself to be soothed, and .all went on siroothiv 
Qgam. 

From this time until we anchored in the bay of Bivouac 
ihe tranquillity and discipline of the 'Walrus were imdis' 
lurbed. I improved the occasion to study the constitution 
of Lcaplow, of winch the judge had a copy, and to glean 
such information from my companions as I believed mi<dif 
be useful m my future career. I thought how pleasant i, 
WOU.I bo for a foreigner to teach the Leaplows their own 
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laws, and to eiplaia to them the application of their own 
principles ! Little, however, was to be got from the judge, 
who was just tlien too much occupied with some calcula- 
tions concerning the chances of the little wheel, with which 
lie had been furnished by a leading man of one of the nom- 
inating committees. 

I now questioned the brigadier touching that peculiar 
usage of his country which rendered Leaphigh opinions con- 
cerning the Leaplow institutions, society, and manners of 
so much value ‘n tlie market of the latter. To this I got 
but an indifferent answer, except it was to say, that his 
countrymen, having cleared the interests connected with the 
subjects from the rubbish of time, and set everything at 
work, on the philosophical basis of reason and common 
souse, were exceedingly desirous of knowing what other 
people thought of the success of the experiment. 

“ I expect to see a nation of sages, I can assure you, 
biigadier; one iu wliich even the very children are pro- 
foundly instructed in the great truths of your system ; ami, 
as to the monikiuas, I am not without dread of bringing my 
tlieorcticul ignorance in collision with their great i)ractical 
knowledge of the principles of your government.” 

“ They are early fed on political paj).” 

“ No doubt, sir, no doubt. How dilVerent must they bo 
from the females of other countries ! Deeply imbued with 
tiie great distinctive principles of your system, devoted to 
tiie education of tlieh* children in the same sublime truths, 
and indefatigable iu their discrimination, among tlic meanest 
of their houseliolds ! ” 

“ Hum ! ” 

“ Now, sir, even in England, a country which I trust is 
not the most debased on eartli, you will find women, beau- 
tiful, intellectual, accomplished, and patriotic, who limit their 
knowledge of these fundamental points to a zeal for a cliquct 
and the whole of whose eloquence on great national ques- 
tions is bounded by a few heartfelt wishes for tlie downfall 
of their oj)poneuts.” 

“ It is very much so at Stmilu'tun. too, if truth must 
be spoken,” remarked Noah, who had been a listener. 
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*• Ivlio, instead of instructing tlic youi.g suckers lljat 
cling to tlieir sides in just notions of general social distino 
tions, nurture their young antipathies with petti.^h philippic.! 
against some luckless cliicf of the adverse party.” 

“ ’Tis pretty much the same at Sluuin’tun, as I live !” 

“Who rarely study tiie great lessons of history in order 
to point out to the future statesmen and heroes of the 
empire the bcacoiis of crime, the incentives for public virtue, 
or the chartei's of llielr liberties; hut who are indefatigable 
in echoing the cry of the hour, however false or vulgar, and 
V. ho huiiiaiiize tlieir attentive oir-pring by softly expressed 
u ishes that i\Ir. Canning, or some other frustrator of the 
designs of their friends, were fairly h inged ! ” 

“ Stunin’tun, all over ! ” 

“ Beings that are angels in form — soft, gonile, rollned. 
and tearful as the evening with its dews, when there is a 
•pieation of humanity or sufleriiig; hut who seem strangely 
transformed into she-tigers, whenever any hut those'^of 
\vhom they can approve attain to power; and who, instead 
of entwining their soft arms aroun.l their hnshauds and 
brothers, to restrain them from the het strife of opinions, 

caecr them on by tbeir encouragement, and tarow dirt with 
the volubility and wit of fisli-woiucn.” 

“ Miss I'oke, to the backbone ! " 

“ In short, sir, I expect to sec an entirely difieront state 
of things at Leaplow. There, when a political adversary is 
bespatteied with mud, your gentle nioiiikinas, doubtless, ap- 
pease anger by mild soothings of philosophy, tempering zeal 
'y 'w-doni, and regulating error by apt an.l unanswerable 
q iotatiuiis from tl.at great charter which is based on the 
etcinul and immutable princi[)le3 of right.” 

“ Well, Su- Jolm, if you speak in this elocutionai-v inau- 
'.eriu the house eiicd the deligl.tcd Noali, - I shailhc sl.y 

rfnoT.n ■ I ^ ‘ liimsclf could 

repeat all you have just said.’’ 

abotn Jo'ut Lefplow lXuV''Vi?e“'TJa!’c be" 
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“ Certainly, Sir John. They who live and breathe.” 

“ Surely none vote but those who possess the money, ^nd 
houses, and lauds of the country?” 

“Sir, you are altogether iu error ; all vote who possess 
ears, and eyes, and noses, and bobs, and lives, and hopes, 
and wishes, and feelings, and wants. Wants we conceive 
to be a much truer test of political fidelity, than posses- 
sions.” 

“ This is novel doctrine, indeed ! but it is in direct hos- 
tility to the social-stake system.” 

“ You were never more right, Sir John, as respects your 
own theory, or never more wrong as respects the truth. In 
Leaplow we contend — and contend justly — tliat tliere is 
no broader or bolder fallacy than to say that a representa- 
tion of mere effects, whether iu houses, lands, merchandise, 
or money, is a security for a good government. Property 
is affected by measures; and the more a monikin has, the 
greater is the bribe to induce him to consult his own inter- 
ests, although it should be at the expense of those of every- 
body else.” 

“ But, sir, the interest of the community is composed of 


the aggregate of these interests.” 

“ Your pardon, Sir John ; nothing is composed of it, but 
the asgregate of the interests of a class. If your govern- 
meutls instituted for their benefit only, your social-stake 
system is all well enough ; but if the object be the general 
good, you have no choice but to trust its custody to the 
general keeping. Let us suppose two men— since you 
happen to be a man, and not a monikin let us suppose 
two men perfectly cfjual in morals, intelligence, public 
virtue, and patriotism, one of whom shall be rich and tlio 
other shall Iiave notliing. A crisis arrives in the affairs of 
tlieir common country, and both are called upon to exercise 
their fraucliise, on a question — as almost all great ques- 
tions must — tliat unavoidably will have some influence on 
property generally. Which would give the most impartia. 
vote — he who, of necessity, must be swayed by Ins persona, 
interest, or he who has no inducement of the sort to go 
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“ Certainly he wlio lias nolhing to innucuce him to go 
wrong. But the (juestiou is not fairly i)ut” — 

“ Your punlon, Sir Joliii — it is put faii ly as an abstract 
question, and one that is to prove a principle. 1 am glad 
to hear you say that a man would bo apt to decide in tills 
tuanner; for it shows his identity with a inonikin. AVe 
hold that all of us are apt to think most of ourselves on 
such occasions.” 

“ My dour brigadier, do not mistake sophistry for reason. 
Surely, if power belonged only to the poor, — aiHl tlie poor, 
or the comparatively poor, always compose the mass, — they 
would exercise it in a way to strip the rich of tlieir posses- 
sions.” 

“ We think not, iu Lcaplow. Cases might exist, in whicli 
such a state of things would occur under a reaction ; hut re- 
actions imply abuses, and arc not to he quoted to maintain 
a principle. He wlio was drunl^ yesterday, may need an 
unnatural stimulus to-day ; while ho wlio is uniformly tem- 
perate, preserves liis proper tone of body without recourse 
to a remedy so dangerous. Sucli an experiment, under a 
strong provocation, might possibly be made; but it could 
scarcely be made twice among any people, and not even 
once among a people that submits in season to a just divis- 
ion of its authority, since it is obviously destructive of a 
leading principle of civilization. According to our mouikiii 
histories, all the attacks upon proiierty have been produced 
by property’s grasping at more than fairly belongs to its 
immunities. If you make political power a concomitaut of 
property, both may go together, certainly ; but if kept sep- 
arate, the danger to the latter will never exceed tlie dan4r 
ui which It IS put daily by the arts of the money-aetteis 

who are, in truth, the greatest foes of property, as it belomrs 
to others. ® 


I remembered Sir Joseph Job, and could not but admit 
that the brigadier had, at least, some truth on his side. 

“ But do you deny that the sentiment of property elevates 
Uie uiinU) ennobles, aud purifies ?” 

“ Sir, I do not pretend to determine what may bo tlio 

Jact among men, hut we Iiold among monikins, that ‘ tlio 
»ove of money is the root of all criJ.’” 
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“ How, sir ! do you account the education which is a 
consequence of property, as nothing?” 

“If you mean, iny dear Sir John, that which property is 
most apt to teach, we hold it to be sel/ishncss ; but if you 
mean that lie ulio has money, as a rule, will also have 
information to guide him aright, I must answer, that expe- 
rience, which is worth a thousand theories, tells us differ- 
ently. "We find that on questions w’hich are purely between 
those who have, and those who have not, the haves are 
commonly united, and we think this would be the fact if 
they were as unschooled as bears ; but on all other ques- 
tions, they certainly do great discredit to education, unless 
you admit that there are, in every case, two rights ; for, 
with us, the most highly educated generally take the two 
extremes of every argument. I state this to be the fact 
with monikins, you will remember — doubtless, educated 
men agree much better.” 

“ But, my good brigadier, if your position about the 
greater impartiality and independence of the elector who is 
not influenced by his private interests, be true, a country 
would do well to submit its elections to a body of foreign 
umpires.” 

“ It would indeed, Sir John, if it were certain these foreign 
umpires would not abuse the power to their own particular 
advantage, if they could have the feelings and sentiments 
which ennoble and purify a nation far more than money, 
and if it were possible they could thoroughly understand the 
character, habits, wants, and resources of another people. 
As things arc, therefore, we believe it is wisest to trust our 
owfi elections to ourselves — not to a portion of ourselves - 
but t> all of ourselves.” 

“ Inimigrunts included ” put in the captain. 

“ "W’hy, we do carry the principle well out in the case of 
gcnt’?raen like yourselves,” returned the brigadier, politely 
*• l)u; Jjerality is a virtue. As a principle. Sir John, your 
idea of referring the choice of our representatives to stran- 
gers, has more merit than you probably imagine, though, 
certainly, impracticable, for the reasons already given. 
When we seek justice, we commonly look out for fioino 
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impartial judge. Such a judge is unattaiuuhle, however, iu 
tlie matter of the interests of a state, for tlio siinj»le reason 
tliat power of this sort, permanently wielded, wuuhl ho i)cr- 
verted on a principle whicli, after a most .scrupulous analy.sip, 
A\e liavc been compelled to admit is incorporated with the 
very monikiu nature, namely, selfishness. I make no man- 
ner of doubt that you men, however, arc altogether superior 
to an influence so unwoiThy?” 

Here I could onlv borrow the use of the brigadier’s 
Mlum!” 

Having ascei taincd tliat it wouhl not clo to submit tho 
control of our aflairs to utter strangers, or to tho.se wliosc 
interests are not identified witli ou*’ own, we set about see- 
ing what could be done with a selection from among our- 
selves. Here we were again met by that same oli-tlnato 
principle of selfishness ; and we were finally driven to take 
slielter in the experiment of intrusting the interests of all, 
to the managemeut of all.*’ 

“ And, sir, arc these llie 0[»inion3 of Leaphigh ? ” 

“ Very far from it. The dinbrciico between I.eapliigli 
and Lcaplow is just this: the Leapbigliers, being an an- 
cient people, with a thousand vested interests, arc induced, 
as time improves the mind, to seek reasons for their facts ; 
while we Lcaplowcrs, being unshackled by any such re- 
straints, have been able to make an cfTort to form our facts 
on our reasons.” 


“ ^ by do you, then, so mucli prize Leaphigh opinions on 
Lc.splow facts ? ” 

*■ "Wliy does every little monikiu believe liis own father 
and mother to be just the two wisest, best, most virtuous, 
end discreetest old monikius iu tho whole world, until time, 
opportunity, and experience show him his error?” 

" Do you make no exceptions, then, in your franchise, 
but admit every citizen who, as you say, has a nose, ears, 
bob, and wants, to tho exercise of the suffrage ? ” 

“ Perhaps we arc less scrupulous on this"" licad than wo 
ought to be, siuce we do not make ignorance and \Yant of 
character bars to tlie privilege. Qualifications beyond more 
birth and existence may be useful, but tliey are badly chosen 
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when they are brought to the test of purely material pos- 
sesaions. This practice has arisen iu the world from the 
fact that they who bad property had power, and not be- 
Ciiuoe they ouglit to have it.” 

“ My dear brigadier, tliis is flying iu the face of all ex- 
pcrience.” 

“ For the reason just given, and because all experience 
has hitherto commenced at the wrong end. Society should 
lie constructed as you erect a house ; not from the roof 
down, but from the foundation ujjward.” 

“ Admitting, however, that your house has been badly 
constructed at first, in repairing it, would you tear away the 
walls at random, at tlic risk of bringing all down about your 
ears ? ” 

“ I would first see that sufficient props were reared, and 
then proceed with vigor, though always with caution. 
Courage iu such an experiment is less to be dreaded than 
timidity. Half the evils of life, social, personal, and polit* 
ical, are as much tlie effects of moral cowardice as of fraud.*’ 

I then told the brigadier, that as his coimtr^’men rejected 
the inducements of property in tlie selection of the political 
base of their social compact, I expected to find a capital 
substitute in virtue. 

“ I have always licard that virtue is the great essential 
of a free people, and doubtless you Lcaplowers are perfect 
models in this important particular?” 

The brigadier smiled before he answered me, first lock- 
ing about to the right and left, as if to regale himself with 
the odor of perfbcliou. 

“ Many theories have been broached on these suhjeetc,'* 
he replied- “ in whicli there has been some confusion between 
cause ail''*, effect. Virtue is no more a Ciiuse of fi'eedoin, 
except as it is connected with intelligence, than vice is a 
cause of slavery. Botli may be consequences, but it is not 
easy to say how either is nccessai ily a cause. There is a 
homely saying among ns monikins, which is quite to tlie 
point in tliis matter: ‘Set a rogue to catch a rogue.’ 
Now, the essence of a free government is to be found in the 
r#'«poiisibility of its agents. lie who governs without vk > 
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Fponsibility is a master, while lie who tllsdiargcs tlie ilutie.s 
Ilf a functionary under a jiractical iv-poii«il)iI|ty is a servant. 
This is (he only true test of governments, j.-t (licm be iny.s. 
lified as they may in other respects. Responsibility to tlic 
mass of the nation is the criterion of fieeiloin. Now re- 
sponsibility i.s the substitute for virtue in a politician, as 
discipline is the substitute for courage in a .soldier. An 
army of brave monikin.s without discipline, would bo very 
apt to he worsted by an army of monikins of less natnral 
spirit, with discipline. So a corps of originallv \ir(iious 
[loliticlans, without rcspon.'lliilily, would he very apt to do 
moie selfish, lawless, and profligate act.'^, than a corps of le-^ 
^iIt^e, who were kept rigidly under tlie lod of rc.sponsi- 
bility. Unrestrained power is a great corrupter of virtue, 
of itself; while the liabilities of a restrained aiitlioiity arc 
very apt to keep it in clicck. At least, such is the fact 
with us monikins — men very po-s.-ibly get along better." 

‘• Lot mo toll you, i\[r. Downriglit. you arc now utleriter 

opinions that arc diametrically ojiposed to liiose of the 

world, which considers virtue an indispensable in nediciit in 
a republic.” ® 

‘’I lie world — meaning alway.s the inoniUin world — 
knows very little about real political liberty, except as a 
theory. We of Lcaplow .are. in efl'ect, the only people who 
Imvc l,a<l much lo do will, i,, and I an, „o»- toU'ing yl,,. wi.at 
i» llie Jesuit of ray own ohscivadon. in mv own comiti y. If 
niomkras woie lunely viitnous, tl.eio woul.l ho no neco^sitv 
. 0 ,- govc-nment at all ; hnt. heh.g what they a. c, we t’ ink 
\t Wisest to set them to wateh each other.” 

“ But yours is scif-governraeni, which implies self-,e- 
B-.aint i and sc f.,_estiaint is hut anoll.er wo, d L- virtue.” 

If 11,0 ,ncnt of our system depended on self-.rove, i„„r nu 
.n your s,g,„l, cation, or on seif-resdaiut, in any si-nilicatioil’ 
t woidd not be worti, tl,e ti-onhie of tl,is arrannent Sii^ 

. olm Goldencalf. This is one of tl,ose balmy ndlaoie wi t 
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It is the want of responsibility, and not of constant and ac« 
live presence, which infers virtue and self-control. No oiio 
would willingly lay legal restraints on himself in anything, 
while all are very happy to restrain their neighbors. This 
refers to the positive and necessary rules of intercourse, and 
the establishment of rights ; as to mere morality, laws do 
very little toward enforcing its ordinances, florals usually 
come of instruction ; and when all have political power, in- 
struction is a security that all desire.” 

“ But when all vote, all may wisli to abuse their trust to 
their own especial advantage, and a political chaos will be 
the consequence.” 

“ Sucli a result is impossible, except as especial advan- 
tage is identified with general advantage. A community 
can no more buy itself in this manner, than a monikin can 
eat himself, let him be as ravenous as he will. Admitting 
that all are rogues, necessity would compel a compromise.’ 

“ You make out a plausible theory, and I have little 
doubt that I shall find you the wisest, the most logical, the 
discrectest, and the most consistent community T have yet 
visited. But another word : how is it that our friend the 
judge gave such equivocal instructions to h\% charge; and 
why, in particular, did he lay so much stress on the employ- 
ment of means, which give the lie flatly to all you have 
told me ? ” 

Brigadier Downright hereupon stroked his chin, and ob- 
eerved^ that lie thought there might possibly be a shift; of 
wind ; and lie also w'ondercd quite audibly, when we shouil 
make the land. I afterward persuaded him to allow that a 
monikin wis but a monikin, after all, whether he had thn 
ad'-'antages of universal sulTrnge or lived imder a despot. 
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CHAPTER XXIV. 


'iW ARRIVAL — AN ELECTION — ARCIIITECTCRE A ROLL 

ING-PIN, AND PATRIOTISM OF TDE MOST APPROVED 
WATER. 


In due time the coast of Leaplow made its appearance, 
close under our larboard bow. So sudden was our arrival 
in this novel and extraordinary country, that we were very 
near running on it, before we got a glimpse of its shores. 
The seamanship of Captain Poke, however, stood us in 
liaud ; and, by tlie aid of a very clover pilot, we were soon 
i-afely moored in the harbor of IJivouac. In this Iiappy 
land, there was no registration, no passports, “ no nothinV’ 
as Mr. Poke pointedly expressod it. The formalities were 
boon observed, although I bad occasion to remark, bow 
much easier, after all, it is to get along in tins world 
with vice than with virtue. A bribe oflered to a custom- 
house ofliccr was refused ; and the only trouble I had, 
on the occasion, arose from this awkwanl obtrusion of a 
conscience. However, the dimoulty was overcome, though 
not quite as easily a.s if douceurs had happened to be in 

fasliion ; and we were permitted to land with all our neces- 
sary effects. 


The city of Bivouac presented a singular aspect as I first 
put foot within its hallowed streets. The houses were all 
covered with largo placards, whicli, at fust, I took to tie 
lists of the wares to be vended, for the place is notoriously 
commercial ; but which, on examination, I soon discovered 
were merely electioneering handbills. Ti.e render will 
figure to himself my pleasure and surprise, on reading (he 
first tliat offered. It ran as follows : 
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“ Horizontal Nomination, 

“ IIorizoDtal-Systematic-Indoctrinated-Republicans, Atteii' 

tiou ! 

“ Your sacred rights are in danger ; your dearest liber- 
ties arc menaced ; your wives and children are on the point 
of dissolution ; the infamous and unconstitutional position 
that the sun gives liglit by day, and the moon by night, is 
openly and impudently propagated, and now is the only 
occasion that will probably ever offer to arrest an error so 
pregnant with deception and domestic evils. We present 
to your notice a suitable defender of all those near and 
dear interests, in the person of 

John Goldencalf, 

the known patriot, the approved legislator, tlie profound 
philosopher, the incorruptible statesman. To our adopted 
fellow-citizens wo need not recommend Jlr. Goldencalf, foi 
he is truly one of themselves ; to the native citizens we will 
only say, ‘Try him, and you will Ic more than satisfied.’” 

I found this placard of great use, for it gave me the first 
information I had yet had of the duty I was expected to 
perform in the coming session of the great council ; wliich 
was merely to demonstrate that the moon gave light by 
day, and that the sun gave light by night. Of course, I 
immediately set about, in ray own mind, hunting up the 
pTDoer arguments by which this grave political hypothesis 
was" to be properly maintained. The next placard was in 

favor of — 

“Noah Poke, 

the experienced navigator, who will conduct the ship cf 
state into the haven of prosperity — the practical astrono- 
mer who knows by frequent observations, that Umars are 

not to be got in the dark. 

“ ‘ Perpendiculars, be plumb, and lay your eucimes on 
iheir backs ! ’ ” 


After this I fell in with — 
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“Tue Honorable Robert vSmut, 


is confidently recommended to all llicir fellow-citizens by 
the nominating committee of tlie Aiiti-Approvcd-Sublimatcd- 
Politico-Tjujgents, as the real genllemaii, a ripe scliolar,^ an 
euliiilitened politician, and a sound democrat.” 


But I should fill the manuscript with nothing else, were 3 
to reconl a tithe of the commeiulations an<l abuse that woro 
heaped on us all. by a community to whom, as yet, wc wero 
absolutely strangers. A single sample of the latter will sullice. 


Affidavit. 

“ Personally appeared lioforc me, .7ohn l-bpiity, justice 
of the peace, Peter Veracious, etc., etc., who, being duly 
Bworn upon the Holy Evangelists, doth depose and say, 
namely: That be was intimately .aetjnaintcd with one John 
Goldencnlf in his native country, and that ho is personally 
knowing to the fact that he, the said John Goldenc,alf, has 
three wives, seven illegitimate children, is moreover a bank- 
rupt without character, and that he was obliged to crai«'r:-;te 
in consequence of having stolen a sheep, 

“Sworn, etc. (Signed) Peter Veracious.” 


I iuiUir,ally felt a little indignant at this impudent state- 
ment, and was about to call upon the first passer-hy for the 
address of Ur. Veracious, when the skirts of my skin were 
seized by one of the Horizontal nominating committee, and 
I was covered with congratulations on my being happily 
elected. Success is an admirable plaster 'for alf wounds 
and I really forgot to have the ailhir of the sheep and of 
the illegitimate children inquired into ; although I still pro- 
test, that had fortune been less propitious, the rascal who 
promulgated this calumny would have been made to smart 
for h.s temerity. In less than five minutes it w,as the turn 
of Captain 1 oke. He, too, was congratulated in due form • 
lor, as It appeared, the “ immigrunt interest,” as Noah termed 

1 I .ifterHArd found this was a common nijraso ia Lcaolow .,»!f . 

at'plied to ever)- mroikin who wore spectacles. ^ ^ ^ umformlj 
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it, had actually carried a candidate on each of the two- 
Ijreat opposing tickets. Tims flir, all was well ; for, after 
sharing his mess so long, I had not the smallest objection 
to sit in the Leaplow parliament with the worthy sealer ; 
but our mutual surprise, and, I believe I might add, indig- 
nation, were a good deal excited, by shortly encoimtering 
a walking notice, which contained a programme of the pro- 
ceedings to be observed at the “ Reception of the Honor- 
able Robert Smut.” 

It would seem that the Horizontals and the Perpendicu- 
lars had made so many spurious and mystified ballots, in 
order to propitiate the Tangents, and to cheat each other, 
that this young blackguard actually stood at the head of the 
poll! — apolitical phenomenon, as I subsequently discov- 
ered, however, by no means of rare occurrence in the Leap- 
low history of the periodical selection of the wisest and 
best. 

There was certainly an accumulation of interest on ar- 
riving in a strange land, to find one’s self both extolled and 
vituperated on most of the corners in its capital, and to be 
elected to its parliament, all in the same day. Still, I did 
not permit myself to be either so much elated or so much 
depressed, as not to have all my eyes about me, in order to 
get as correctly as possible, and as quickly as possible, some 
insight into the characters, tastes, habits, wishes, and wants 
of my constituents. 

I have already declared that it is ray intention to dwell 
chiefly on the moral excellences and peculiarities of tho 
people of the monikin world. Still, I could not walk 
throuch the streets of Bivouac without observing a few 
physical usages, that I shall mention, because they have an 
evident connection with tho state of society, and the histor- 
ical recollections of this interesting portion of the polar 
region. 

In the first place, I remarked that all sorts of quadru- 
peds are Just as much at home in the promenades of the 
town, as the inhabitants themselves, a fact that I make no 
doubt has some very proper connection with that principle 
«f equal rights on which the institutions of the country are 
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established. In the second place, I could not but see that their 
dwelliuf^s arc constructed on the very rainiinum of base, 
propping each other, as emblematic of the mutual support 
obtained by the republican system, and socking thei; devel- 
opment in height for the want of breadth ; a siugnlarily of 
customs that I did not hesitate at once to refer to a usage 
of living in trees, at an epoch not very remote. In tiie 
third place, I noted, instead of entering their dwellings 
near the ground like men, and indeed like most other un 
tiedged animals, that tliey ascend by means of external 
steps to an aperture about half-way between the roof and 
the earth, where, having obtained admission, they go up or 
down within the building, as occasion requires. This us.age, 
I made no question, was preserved from the period, and 
’hat, too, no distant one, when the savage* condition of the 
country induced them to seek protection .against the ravages 
of wild beasts, by having recourse to ladders, wbieh were 
drawn up after the family into the top of the tree, as the 
sun sunk beneath the horizon. These steps or Ia«lders are 
generally of some white material, in order that tlioy may, 
even now, be found iii the dark, should tlie danger bo 
urgent ; allliougb I do not know that Bivouac is a more 
disorderly or unsafe town than another, in the present day. 
But habits linger in the usages of a people, and arc often 
found to exist as fashions, long after the motive of their 
origin has ceased and been forgotten. As a proof of this, 
many of the dwellings of Bivouac have still enormous iron 
ckevaiiX'dc’frisc before the doors, and near the base of the 
stone-ladders ; a practice unquestionably taken iVom the 
original, unsophisticated, domestic defenses of this wary 
and enterprising race. Among a great many of these 
chevaux-de-fnsey I remarked certain iron images, that re- 
semble the kings of chess-men, and which I took, at first, 
to be symbols of the calculating qualities of the owners of 
the mansions, a species of republican heraldry ; but which 
tlie brigadier told me, on inquiry, were no mote than a 
fashion that had descended from the custom of bavins 
stuffed images before the doors, in the early days of the 
settlement, to frighten away the beasts at night, precisely 
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AB we station scarecrows in a corn-field. Two of these 
well-padded sentinels, with a stick stuck up in a fire-lock 
attitude, he assured me, had often been known to maintain 
a siege of a week, against a she-bear and a numerous family 
of hungry cubs, in the olden times ; and, now that the 
danger was gone, he presumed the fiimilies which had 
caused these iron monuments to be erected, had done so to 
record some marvelous risks of this nature, from which 
tlieir forefathers had escaped by means of so ingenious an 
expedient. 

Everything in Bivouac bears the impress of the viblime 
principle of the institutions. The houses of the private 
citizens, for instance, overtop the roofs of all the public 
edifices, to show that the public is merely a servant of the 
citizen. Even the churches Iiave this peculiarity, proving 
that the road to heaven is not independent of the popular 
will. The great Hall of Justice, an edifice of which the 
Bivouackers are exceedingly proud, is constructed in the 
same recumbent style, the architect, witli a view to protect 
himself from the imputation of believing that the firmament 
was within reach of Iiis hand, having taken the precaution 
to run up a wooden finger-board from the cciitie of the 
building, wliich points to the place where, according to the 
notions'’ of all otiier people, the ridge of the roof itself 
should liave been raised. So very apparent was this pecul- 
iarity, Noah observed that it seemed to him as if the 
whole “^irth” had been rolled down by a gi'cat political 
rolling-pin, by way of giving the country its finishing 

touch. , .1-1 

While making these remarks, one drew near at a britk 

trot, wlio, jMr. Downright observed, eagerly desired our 
acquaintance. Surprised at his pretending to know such a 
fact without any previous communication, I took the libeity 
of asking why he tlionght that we were the particular ob 

iects of the other’s haste. 

“ Simply because you are fresh arrivals. Ihis person is 
one of a sullicieiitly numerous class among us,^ who, de- 
voured by a small ambition, seek notoriety — which, by the 
way, they are near obtaining in more respects than tliej 
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probabl) desire — by obtrudini^ themselves on every stran- 
ger who touclies our shore. Theirs is not a generous and 
frank hospitality that would fain serve others, hut an irri- 
table vanity that wouM glorify themselves. Tlio liberal 
and enlightened monikin is easily to bo distinguished from 
all of this clique. He is neither ashamed of, nor bigoted 
in favor of any usages, simply because they are domestic. 
With him the critcrions of merit arc propriety, taste, ex- 
pediency, and fitness. He distinguishes, while those crave; 
he neither wholly rejects, nor wholly lives by. imitation, 
bu*. judges for himself, and uses his experience as a re- 
Kpectable and useful guide ; while these think that all they 
can attain that is beyond the reach of their neighbors, is, 
as a matter of course, the sole aim of life. .Strangers they 
seek, because they have long since decreed that this coun- 
try, with its usages, its people, and all it contains, being 
founded on popular rights, is all that is di ha^ed and vulgar, 
themselves and a few of their own particular friends ex- 
cepted ; and tlioy arc never so happy as wlieti tlu'y are 
gloating on, and basking in, the secondary refinements of 
what we call the ‘old region.’ Their own attainments 
however, being pretty much godsends, or such as wc all 
pick up in our daily intercourse, they know nothing of any 
foreign country but Lcaphigh, whose language wo happen 
to speak ; and as Lcaphigh is also the very beau ideal of 
exclusion, in its usages, opinions, and laws, they deem all 
who come from that part of the earth, as r.ather more en- 
titled to their profound homage than any other strangers.” 

Here Judge People’s Friend, who had been vigorouslv* 
pnmping the nominating committee on the subject of the 
chances of the little wheel, suddenly left us, with a sneak- 
ing, self-abased air, and with his nose to the ground, llko 
li dog who has just caiiglit a fresh scout. 

The next time we met with the ex-envoy, he was in 
iLOurning for some political backsliding that I never com- 
prehended, He had submitted to a fresh amputation of 
the bob, and had so thoroughly humbled the seat of 
reason, that it was not possible for the most envious and 
malignant disposition to fancy ho had a particle cf brains 
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left. lie had, moreover, caused every hair to be shavetl 
off his body, wliicli was as naked as the hand, and alto- 
getlier he presented aa edifying picture of penitence and 
self-abasement. I afterward understood that this purifica- 
tion was considered perfectly satisfactory, and that he was 
thought to be, again, within the limits of the most patriotic 
patriots. 

In the mean time the Bivouacker had approached me, 
and was introduced as Mr. Gilded Wriggle. 

“ Count Poke de Stunin’tun, my good sir,” said the 
brigadier, who was the master of ceremonies on this oc- 
casion, “ and the Jlogul Goldencalf — both noblemen of 
ancient lineage, admirable privileges, and of the purest 
water — gentlemen who, when they are at home, have 
six dinners daily, always sleep on diamonds, and whose 
castles arc none of them less tlian six leagues in extent.” 

“ ]\Iy friend General Downright has taken too much 
pains, gentlemen,” interrupted our new acquaintance, 
“ your rank and extraction being self-evident. Welcome 
to Leaplow ! I beg you will make free with my house, 
my dog, my cat, my horse, and myself. I particularly beg 
that your first, your last, and all the intermediate visits, will 
be to me. AVell, Mogul, what do you really thiuk of us ? 
You have now been on shore long enough to have formed 
a pretty accurate notion of our institutions aud habits. 
I beg you will not judge of all of us by what you see in 

the streets ” — 

“ It is not my intention, sir.” 

“ You are cautious, I perceive ! We are in an awful 
condition, I confess ; trampled on by the vulgar, and far 

very far from being the people that, I dare say, you 

expected to see. I couldn’t be made the assistant aldei- 
man of my ward, if I wished it, sir; too much jacobinism 
— the people arc fools, sir ; know notliing, sir ; not fit to 
.•ulc themselves, much less their betters, sir — hero have 
a sot of us, some hundreds in this very town, been telling 
tl.cra what fools they are, how unfit they arc to manage 
iheir own affairs, and how fast they arc going to the devil, 
any time these twenty years, and still wc have not yet 
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persuaded them (o intrust ine of «s wlili authoiity ! To 
eay the trutli, wo are in a most luiseiahle oondilioii ; and if 
anything could ruin tliis country, democracy would have 
ruined it just tliirty-fivo years ago.*’ 

Here llte wailings of j\Ir. AViiggle were interrupted by 
the wailings of Count Poke do Stunin’tun. The latter, 
)»y gazing in admiration at tlic speaker, had inadvertently 
truck his toe against one of tlio forty-three thousand 
seven liundred and sixty inequalities of tlie ])avcment (for 
everything in Leaplow is exactly equal, cxcejjt the streets 
aiul highways), and fallen forward on his nose. I liave 
already had occasion to allude to the scaler’s readiness in 
u>ing opprobrious cpitliets. lliis contrC’tonjys happened 
in the principal street of llivouac, or in what is called the 
Wido-])ath, an avenue of more than a league in extent; 
)/Ut notwithstanding its great length, Koah took it up at 
one end and abused it all the way to the other, with a 
precision, fidelity, rapidity, and point tlmt excited general 
almiration. “It was the dirtiest, worst j)avcd, meanest, 
rilcst street he Iiad ever seen, and if they Iiad it at Slun- 
u’tun, instead of using it as a street at all, they wouM 


t'.ncc it up at each end, and turn it into a hog-lot.” Hero 
Hrigadier Downright betrayed unequivocal signs of alarm. 
Drawing us aside, he vehemently demanded of the captaiu 
if he were mad, to berate in this unheard-of manner the 


touchstone of Bivouac sentiment, nationality, taste, and 
i. Icgance ! This street was never spoken of except by the 
use of superlatives ; a usage, by the wa}’, that Noah him- 
self had by no means neglected. It was commonly 
lliouglit to be the longest and the shortest, the widest 
and tlie narrowest, the best built and the worst built 
avenue in the universe. “ AVhatevcr you say or do,” ho 
yontinued, “ wliatcver you think or believc^iever deny 
,hc s\ipcrlativcs of the 'Wide-palh. If asked if you evcir 
saw a street so crowded, although there be room to wheel 
a regiment, swear it is stilling ; if required to name an- 
other promenade so free from interruption, protest, Ly 
your soul, that the place is a desert! Say what you will 
of ihc institutions of the country ” — 
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“How!” I exclaimed; “of the sacred lights of moD 
ikins ? ” 

“Bedaub them, and the mass of the monikins, too, with 
just as much filth as you please. Indeed, if you wish to 
circulate freely in genteel society, I would advise you to 
get a pretty free use of the words, ‘jacobins,’ ‘rabble, 

‘ mob,’ ‘ agrarians,’ ‘ canaille^ and ‘ democrats ; ’ for they 
recommend many to notice who possess nothing else. In 
our happy aud independent country, it is a sure sign of 
lofty sentiment, a finished education, a regulated intellect, 
and a genteel intercourse, to know how to bespatter all 
that portion of your fellow-creatures, for instance, who 
live in one-story edifices.” 

“I find all this very extraordinary, your government 
being professedly a government of the mass ! ” 

“You have intuitively discovered the reason — is it not 
fashionable to abuse the government everywhere? What- 
ever you do, in genteel life, ought to bo based on libeial 
and elevated principles; and, therefore, abuse all that is 
animate in Leaplow, the present company, with their rela- 
tives and quadrupeds, excepted ; but do not raise your 
blaspberaing tongues against anything that is inanimate ! 
Respect, I entreat of you, the houses, the trees, the rivers, 
the mountains, and, above all, in Bivouac, respect the 
Wide-path ! We arc a people of lively sensibilities, and 
are tender of the reputations of even our stocks and 
stones. Even the Leaplow philosophers are all of a mind 
:n this subject.” 

“King!” . 

“ Can you account for this very extraordinary pecul- 
iarity, brigadier ? ” ^ 1, .i-i • 

“Surely you cannot be ignorant that all ^iiicn is 

property is sacred ! We have a great respect for prop- 
erty, sir, and do not like to hear our wares underrated. 
But lay it ou the mass so much the harder, and you will 
only be thought to be in possession of a superior and a 

refined intelligence.” . 

Here we turned again to Hr. Wriggle, who was d,MDg 

to bo noticed once more. 
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oentlcmcn, last from Lcapliigh ! ” — lio hail 
been (luestioning one o£ our nttcmlants; - lio'.v comes on 

that great and consistent people ? ” 

“ As usual, sir ; great and consistent.’ 

“I think, however, we are (piitc their equals, eh — 

chips of the same blocks ? ” 

‘‘ No, sir ; blocks of the same chips." 

Mr. Wriggle laughed, and appeared pleased with the 
compliment; and I wished I had oven laid it on a little 

thicker. 

‘•Well, Mogul, what are our great iorofathers ahc'^t.*' 
Still indling to pieces that sublime fabric of a constitution, 
which has so long been the wonder of the world, and my 
especial admiration ? ” 

“ They arc talking of changes, sir, although I believe 
they have effected no great matter. The pnmate of all 
Leaphigh, I bad occasion to remark, still has seven joints 
to his tail.” 

“Ah! they arc a wonderful people, sir ! " said Wriggle, 
looking ruefully at hU own boh, which, as I aftcrwanl 
understood, was a mere natural .abortion. “ I detest 
change, sir; were I a Leaphighcr. I would die in my 


tail!" 

“One for whom nature has done so nuich in lids w’ay, 
is to be excused a little enthusiasm." 

“A most miraculous people, sir, — the wonder of the 
world, — and their institutions arc the greatest prodigy of 
the times ! " 


“ That is well remarked. Wriggle," put in the brigadier; 
“ for they have been tinkering them, and altering them, 
an)' time these five hundred and fifty years, and still they 
remain precisely the same ! " 

“Very true, brigadier, very true — the marvel of oi:. 
limes ! But, gentlemen, what do you indeed think of us 
I shall not let you off with generalities. You have now 
been long enough on shore to have formed some pretty 
distinct notions about us, and I confess I should be glad 
to hear them. Speak the truth with candor — are we not 
most miserable, forlorn, disreputable devils, after all ? " 
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I disclaimed the ability to judge of the social condition 
of a people on so short an acquaintance ; but to this Hr. 
Wriggle would not listen. He insisted that I must have 
been particularly disgusted with the coarseness and want 
of refinement in the rabble, as he called the mass, who. 
by the wa^', had already struck me as being relatively 
much the l)etter part of the population, so far as I had 
seen things! — more than commonly decent, quiet, and 
civil. Mr. Wriggle, also, very earnestly and piteousiy 
begged I would not judge of the whole country by such 
samples as I might happen to fall in with in the high- 
ways. 

“ I trust, Mogul, you will have charity enough to be- 
lieve we are not all of us quite so bad as appearances, no 
doubt, make us in your polished eyes. These rude beings 
are spoiled by our jacobiincal laws; but wc have a class, 
sir, that is different. But, if you will not touch on the 
people, how do you like the town, sir ? A poor place, no 
doubt, after your own ancient capitals?” 

“ Time will remedy all tliat, Mr. Wriggle.” 

“Do you then think we really want time ! — now, that 
liouse at the corner, there, to my taste is fit for a gentle- 
man in any country — eh ! ” 

“ No doubt, sir ; fit for one.” 

“ This is but a poor street in the eyes of you travellers, 
1 know, this Wide-path of ours; though we think it 

rather sublime ? ” 

“You do yourself injustice, Mr. Wriggle — thougli not 
equal to many of the ” — 

“ How, sir, the Wide-path not equal to anything on 
earth 1 I know several people who have been in tbc old 
— so the Leaplowers call the region of Loaphigh, 
Leapup, Lcapdown, etc., — “and they swear there is not 
as fine a street in any part of it. I have not^ had (ho 
good fortune to travel, sir ; but, sir, permit me, sir, to say, 
sir, that some of them, sir, that have travelled, sir, think,, 
sir, the Wide-path, sir, the most magnificent public avenue, 
sir, that their experienced eyes ever beheld, sir-— yes, sir 
that their very experienced eyes ever beheld, sir. 
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“I have seen so little of it, as yet, Mr. Wnggle, that 

vou will pardon me if I have spoken hastily. ’ . 

“Oh! no oheuse— I despise tlio monikin who is not 

above local vanities and provincial admiration! \ou ought 
to have seen that, sir, fori frankly admit, sir, that no 
rabble can be worse than ours, and that we^ arc all going 
to the devil, as fast as ever we can. No, sir, a most 
miserable rabble, sir. But as for this street, and our 
houses, and our cats, and our dogs, and certain exceptions 

you understand me, sir, — it is (juite a different thing. 

Pray, Mogul, who is the greatest persouage, now. in your 

nation ? ” . . „ 

“ Perhaps I ought to say the Duke of Wellington, sir. 

“ Well, sir, allow me to ask If he lives in a better house 
than that before us? — I see you are delighted, eh? Wo 
are a poor, new nation of pitiful traders, sir, halt savage, as 
everybody knows ; but we do flatter ourselves that wo know 
how to build a house! Will you just step in and see a new 
sofa that its owner bought only yesterday — I know him 
intimately, and nothing gives me so much pleasure as to 
show his new sofa.” 

I declined the invitation on the plea of fatigue, and by 
this means got rid of so troublesome an acquaintance. On 
leaving mo, however, he begged that I would not fad to 
make his house my home, swore terribly at the rabble, and 
invited me to admire a very ordinary view tliat was to bo 
obtained by looking up the Wide-jiath in a particular direc- 
tion, but which embraced Ids owai abode. AVlicii illr. Wrig- 
gle was fairly out of car-shot, I demanded of the brigadier 
if B'^ouac, or Leaplow', contained many such prodigies. 

^ I'liough to make themselves very troublesome, and us 
ridiculous,” returned Mr. Downright. *• We are a young 
nation, Sir John, covering a great surface, with a compara- 
tively small population, and, as you are aware, separated 
from the other parts of the monikin region by a belt of 
ocean. In some respects we arc like people in the country, 
and we possess the merits and failings of those who are so 
situated. Perhaps no nation has a larger share of reflect- 
ing and essent'ally respectable inhabitauts than Leaplow; 
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but, not satisfied witli being what circumstances so adinira 
biy fit them to be, there is a clique among us, who, influenced 
by the greater authority of older nations, pine to be that 
which neither nature, education, manners, nor facilities will 
just yet allow them to become. In short, sir, we have the 
besetting sin of a young community — imitation. In our 
case the imitation is not always happy, either ; it being 
necessarily an imitation that is founded on descriptions. If 
the evil wei-e limited to mere social absurdities, it might be 
lauo-hed at — but that inherent desire of distinction, which 
is the most morbid and irritable, unhappily, in the minds of 
those who arc the least able to attain anything more than 
a very vulgar notoriety, is just as active here, as it is else- 
where ; and some who have got wealth, and who can never 
get more than what is purely dependent on wealth, affect 
to despise those who arc not as fortunate as themselves in 
this particular. In their longings for preeminence, they 
turn to other states — Lcaphigh, more especially, which is 
the hciiu ideal of all nations and people who wish to set up 
a caste in opposition to despotism — for rules of thought, 
and declaim against tliat very mass which is at the bottom 
of all their prosperity, by obstinately refusing to allow of 
any essential innovation on the common rights. In addition 
to tiiese social pretenders, we have our political Indoctri- 
nated.” 

“ Indoctrinated ! Will you explain the meaning of the 
term?” 

Sir, an Indoctrinated is one of a political school wlio 
holds to the validity of certain theories which have been 
made to justify a set of adventitious facts, as is eminently 
the case in our own great model, Leaphigh. AVe are pecul- 
iarly placed in this country. Here, as a rule, facts — 
meaning political and social facts — are greatly in advance 
of opinion, simply because the former are left chiefly to their 
own free action, and tlie latter is necessarily trammeled by 
habit and prejudice ; while in the ‘ old region ’ opinion, as a 
rule, and meaning the leading or better opinion, is greatly in 
advance of facts, because facts are restrained by usage and 
personal interests, and opinion is incited by study, and the 

i:ccessity of change.” 
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rermit me to say, brigadier, that I find your present 
i-.titutious a remurkaUc result to follow sucli a state of 


tilings.’’ ^ . . 

'• They are a cause, rather than a consequence. Opinion, 

a whole, is everywhere on the advance ; and it is turther 
advanced, e\^eu lierc, as a whole, than anywhere else. Acci- 
lent has favored the foundation of the social compact ; and 
once founded, the facts have been hastening to their cou- 
summation faster than the monikiu mind has been able to 
keep company with tlicm. This is a remarkable hut true 
state of the whole region. In other monikiu countries, you 
see opinion tugging at rooted practices, and making desper- 
ate efl’orts to eradicate them from their bed of vested inter- 
ests, while here you see facts dragging opinion after them 
like a tail wriggling behind a kitc.^ As to our purely 
social imitation and social follies, absurd as they aic, they 
are necessarily confined to a small and .an immaterial class ; 
but tlic indoctrinated sinrit is a much more serious all’air. 
That unsettles confidence, innovates on the right, often 
innocontly and ignorantly, ami causes the vessel of state to 
^lil like a ship with a drag towing in her wake.’ 

This is truly a novel condliiou for an enlightened moiii- 
kin nation.” 

No doubt, men manage better ; but of all this you will 
Icaru more in the gieal council. T ou may, perhaps, think 
it strange that our facts should preserve their ascendency iia 
oppositiou to so powerful a foe as opinion ; but you will rc- 
meri'isr that a great majority of our people, if not absolutely 
ou 5 level with circumstances, being purely practical, are 
mueli nearer to this level, than tlic class termed the Indoc- 
trinated. Tlie last are troublesome and delusive, rather 
than overwhelming.” 


1 Odg would llniik that Brigadier Pownriglil bad lately paid a visit to our 
own happy and much cnlii*btcnod land. Fifty years sinco, the negro was a 
flave in New York, and incapable >f contracting marriage with u white. 
Facts have, however^ been progressive; and, from one privilege to another, ho 
has at length obtained that of consulting his own tastes in this matter, and, 
so far as he himself is concerned, of doing Oij he pleases* This is the fact; 
hut he who presumes to speak of it has his windows broken hv opinion for 
his pains ! — Note by the EoiToa. 
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“ To return to Mr. Wriggle — is his sect numerous?” 

“ His class flourishes most in the towns. In Leaplow wo 
are greatly in want of a capital, where the cultivated, edu- 
cated, and well-mannered can assemble, and, placed by their 
habits and tastes above the ordinary motives and feelings of 
tho less instructed, they might form a more healthful, inde- 
pendent, appropriate, and manly public sentiment than that 
which now pervades tlie country. As things are, the real 
elite of this community are so scattered, as rather to receive 
an impression from, than to impart one to society. The 
Leaplow Wriggles, as you have just witnessed, are selfish 
and exacting as to their personal pretensions, irritably con- 
fident as to the merit of any particular excellence which 
limits their own experience, and furiously proscribing to 
those whom they fancy less fortunate than themselves.” 

“ Good heavens ! brigadier, all this is excessively human ! ” 

“Ah! it is, is it? Well, tins is certainly the way with 
us monikius. Our Wriggles are ashamed of exactly that 
portion of our population of which they have most reason 
to be proud, namely, the mass ; and they are proud of pre- 
cisely that portion of which they have most reason to be 
jishamed, namely, themselves. But pleuty of opportunities 
will offer to look further into this; ami we will now hasten 
to the iuu.” 

As the brigadier appeared to chafe under the subject, I 
remained silent, following him as fust as I could, but keep- 
ing ray eyes open, the reader may be very sure, as we went 
along. There was one peculiarity I could not but remark 
in this sinjrular town. It was this: all the houses wero 

O 

smeared over with some colored earth, and then, after all 
this pains had been taken to cover the material, an artist 
was employed to make white marks around every separate 
particle of the fabric (and they were in millions), which 
ingenious particularity gives the dwellings a most agreeable 
air of detail, imparting to the architecture, in general, a sub- 
limity that is based on the multiplication table. If to this 
i>e added the black of tlie chevaux-de-fnsc, the while of the 
entrance-ladders, and a sort of standing-collar to the whole, 
Immediately under the eaves, of some very dazzling hue, tiia 
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effect is not unlike that of a platoon of drummers, in scarlet 
coats, cotton lace, and cuffs and cape^ of wliitc. What 
renders tlic similitude more striking, is the fact that no two 
of the same platoon appear to he exactly of a size, as is vr ry 
cpt to be the case with your votaries in military music. 
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CHAPTER XXV. 

A FrNDA:'iENl AL PRIN'CIPLE, A FUNDAMENTAL LAW, AND 

A FUNDAMENTAL ERROR. 

The people of Lcaplow are remarkable for the delibera* 
iion of their acts, the moderation of their views, and the 
accumulation of their wisdom. As a matter of course, such 
a people is never in an indecent haste. Although I have 
now ^en legally naturalized, and regularly elected to the 
great council fully twenty-four hours, three entire days were 
allowed for the study of the institutions, and to become 
acquainted with the genius of a nation, who, according to 
their own account of the matter, have no parallel in heaven 
or earth, or in the waters under the earth, before I was 
called upon to exercise my novel and important functions. 
I profited by the delay, and shall seize a favorable moment 
to make the reader acquainted with some of my acquisitions 
on this interesting topic. 

The institutions of Lcaplow are divided into two great 
moral categories, namely : the legal and the substitutive. 
The former embraces the provisions of the great element- 
ary, and the latter all tlic provisions of the great aliment- 
ary principle. The first, accordingly, is limited by the 
constitution, or the Great National Allegory, while the last 
is limited by notliing hut practice; one contains the propo- 
sition, and tlie other its deductions ; this is all hypothesis, 
that, all corollary. Tlie two great political landmarks, the 
two public opinions, the bob-upou-bobs, the rotatory action, 
and the great and little wheels, are merely inferential, and 
I slmll, therefore, say nothing about them- in my present 
treatise, which has a strict relation only to the fiindamcntal 
law of our land, or to the Great and Sacred National 
/Jfegory. 
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It has been already stated that Lcaplow was on-inally a 
Fcion of Leaphi-h. The political separation took jdacc lu 
the last generation, when the Leaplowers publicly renounced 
Leaphigh and all it contained, just as your catechmnoii is 
made to renounce the devil and all his works, ihis reiiiiii- 
ciation, which is also sometiines called the denunciation, 
was much more to the liking of Lcaplow than to that ol 
l.eaphigh ; and a long and sanguinary war was the conse- 
quencer The Leaplowers, after a smart struggle, however, 
prevailed in their firm determination to have no more to do 
with Leaphigh. The serpiel will show how far they were 
right. 

Even preceding the struggle, so active was the seniiinont 
of patriotism and independence, that the citizens of Leap- 
low, though ill-provided with the prodtictions of their own 
industry, proudly resorted to the self-denial of refusing to 
import even a pin from the mother country, actually pre- 
ferring nakedness to suhmission. They even solemnly 
voted that their venerable progenitor, instead of being, as 
she clearly ought to have been, a fond, protecting, and in- 
dulgent parent, was, in truth, no other than a rapacious, 
vindictive, and tyrannical stepmother. This was the 
opinion, it will be remembered, when the two communi- 
ties were legally united, had but one head, wore clothes, 
and necessarily pursued a multitude of their interests in 
common. 


By the lucky termination of the war, all this was radi- 
cally changed. Loaplow pointed her thumb at Leaphigh, 
and declared her intention henceforth to manage her own 
affairs in her own way. In order to do this the moro 
eflectually, and, at the same time, to throw dirt into tho 
countenance of her late stepmother, she determined that 
her own polity should run so near a parallel, and yet should 
be so obviously an improvement on that of Leaphigh, 
^s to demonstrate the impcrfccticns of the latter to tho 
most superficial observer. That this patriotic resolution 
was faithfully carried out in practice, I am now about to 
demonstrate. 


In Leaphigh, the old human principle had long prevailed, 
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that poluical autlionty came from God; though why such 
a theory should ever have 2’revailed anywhere, as Mr. 
Downright once expressed it, I cannot see, tlie devil very 
evidently having a gi-eatcr agency in its exercise tlian any 
other influence, or intelligence, whatever. However the 
JUS divimwi was the regulator of the Leaphigh social com- 
pact, until the nobility managed to get the better of the 
/'•; when the diviujan was left to shift for itself. It was 
at this cpocha the present constitution found its birth. 
Any one may have observed that one stick placed on end 
will fall, as a matter of course, unless rooted in the earth. 
Two sticks fare no better, even with their tops united ; but 
thiee sticks form a standard. Tliis simple and beautiful 
idea gave lise to the Leaphigh jiolity. Three moral props 
were erected in the midst of the community, at the foot of 
one of which was placed the king, to prevent it from slij>- 
ping ; for all the danger, under such a system, came from 
that of the base slipping; at the foot of the second, the 
nobles; and at the foot of the third, the people. On the 
summit of this tripod was raised the machine of state. 
This was found to be a capital Invention in theory, though 
practice, as practice is very apt to do, subjected it to some 
essential modifications. Tlie king, having his stick all his 
own way, gave a great deal of trouble to the two other 
sets of stick-liolders ; and. unwilling to disturb the theory, 
for that was deemed to he irrevocably settled and sacred, 
the nobility, who, for their own particular convenience, 
paid the principal workmen at the base of the people’s 
stick to stand steady, set about the means of keeping the 
king’s stick, also, in a more uniform and serviceable atti- 
tiid It was on this occ.asion that, discoveriim the kJn" 

9 <D 

never could keep his end of the great social stick iu the 
place where he had sworn to keep it, they solemnly de- 
clared that ho must have forgotten where the constitutional 
loot-hole was, and that he had irretrievably lost bis memory 
— a decision that was the remote cause of the recent 
calamity of Captain Poke. The king was no sooner con- 
stitutionally deprived of his memory, than it was an easy 
matter to strip him of all his other faculties ; after which it 
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^7as humanely decreed, ns indeed It ouglit to l>o in ilic case 
cf a beins so destitute, that ho could do no wtohl'. By 
way of following out the idea on a humane and Christian^ 
like principle, and in or<lor to make one part of the prac- 
tice conform to the other, it was sliortly after determined 
that he shouM do notliing ; his eldest lirst-cou^lu of the 
iLasculine gender being legally proclaimed his suhstilutc. 
In the end, the crimson curtain was drawn before, the 
throne. As, however, this cou-rin iniuht hc'dii to wriji'de 
the stick in Ills turn, and derange the balance of the fripoil, 
the other two sets of stick-holders next decidetl that, thougli 
his majesty had an inidcniablo constitutional right to say 
who should he his eldest first-cousin of tlie masculine son- 
dcr. they liad an undoubted constitutiomil right to say who 
lie should not be. The restdt of all this was a compro- 
ini^^e; his majesty, who, like otlier people, found tlie sweets 
of authority more palatable than tlie hitter, .agreeing to get 
up on top of the tripod, where lie might appear seated on 
the inacliine of state, to receive salutations, and eat and 
drink in peace, leaving the others to settle among them- 
selves who shoidd do the work at the bottom, as well as 
they could. In brief, sucli is the history, and such was tho 

polity of Leaphigh, when I had tlie honor of visiting that 
countrj'. 

The Leaplowers wore resolute to prove that all this was 
radically wrong. They determined, in the first place, that 
there should he hut one great social beam; and, in order 
tliat it should stand perfectly steady, they made it the duty 
ttf every citizen to prop its base. They liked the idea of 
ft tripod well enough, hut. instead of setting one up in the 
Leaphigh fashion, they just reversed its form, and stuck it 
on top of their beam, logs uppermost, placing a separate 
agent on each leg, to work their machine of state ; takiim 
.taro, also, to send a new one aloft periodically. They rea° 
soiiod thus: If one of the Leaphigh beams slip — and 
they will he very apt to slip in wet weather, with the kinrr, 
nob es, and people wriggling and slioving against each other 
— down will como tho whole machine of state, or, to say 
the least, it will get so much awry as never to work a» 
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wel, as at first ; and tlierefore we will have none of it. If, 
on tlie othei* hand, one of our agents makes a blunder and 
falls, why, he will only break his own neck. He will, 
moreover, fall in the midst of us, and, should he escape 
with life, we can either catch him and throw him back 
again, or wc can send a better hand up iu his place, to 
serve out the rest of his time. They also maintain that 
one beam, sui)ported by all the citizens, is much less likely 
to slip than three beams, supported by three powers of 
very uncertain, not to say unequal, forces. 

Such, iu effect, is the substance of the respective national 
allegories of Leaphigh and of Leaplow ; I say allegories, 
for both governments seem to rely on this ingenious form 
of exhibiting their great distinctive national sentiments. It 
would, in fact, be an improvement, were all constitutions 
henceforth to be written in this manner, since they would 
necessarily be more explicit, intelligible, and sacred than 
they arc by the present attempt at litcrality. 

Having explained the governing principles of these two 
important states, I now crave the reader’s attention, for a 
moment, while I go a little into the details of the modus 
operands, in both cases. 

Leaphigh acknowledged a principle, in the outset, that 
Leaplow totally disclaimed, namely, that of primogeniture. 
Being ail only child myself, and having no occasion for 
research on this interesting subject, I never knew the basis 
of this peculiar right, until I came to read the great Leap- 
high commentator, Whiterock, on the governing rules of 
the social compact. I there found that the first-born, 
morally considered, is thought to have better chums to the 
honors of the genealogical tree, on tho father’s side, than 
tltoso offspring whose origin is to bo referred to a later 
jwriod in connubial life. On this obvious aud highly dis- 
criminating jniiiciple, tlie crown, rights of the nobles, and 
indeed all other rights, are transferred from father to son, 
in the direct male line, according to primogeniture. 

Nothing o£ this is practiced in Leaplow. There, tho 
supposition of legitimacy is as much in favor of the young 
cst as of the oldest born, and the practice is in conformity 
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As there is no liercditary clilef to poise on one of Lbo lof^a 
of the great tilpoil, the peoiiJe at the foot of the beam 
choose one from among tlR-inselves, periodically, wlio is 
called the Great Sachem. Ihe same jieojtlo cliooso 
another set, few in number, who occupy a common seat, on 
another leg. These they term the Riddles. Another set, 
still more numerous and popular iii aspect, if not in fact, 
mis a large seat on the third leg. Tlicsc last, from tlieir 
being supposed to bo supereminently popular and disin- 
terested, arc familiarly known as the Legion. They arc 
also pleasantly nicknamed tlie IJobees, an appellation that 
took Its rise in the circumstances that most of the mem- 
hers of their body have submitted to the second dock, and, 
indeed, liave nearly obliterated every sign of a cauda. I 
bad, most luckily, been chosen to sit in tlie House of 
Robees, a station for which I felt myself well qualilied, in 
this gicat essential at least; for all the anointin- and 
lorcing resorted to by Noali and myself, during oim voy- 
nge out, and our residence in Lcaphigh, bad not produced 
so much as a visible sprout in citlier. 

The Great Sachem, the Riddles, an.l (I,e Legion, I, ad 
conjoin duties to jicrforin, in certain respects, and sepa- 
rate duties in others. AH three, as they owed their alle- 

nrTt o>>. (lie poo- 

pie at the foot of the great social stick, for apiirobation 

mIAT" otlier than 

■lose winch they have it in their power to bestow on 

hemse VOS. riierc was another autliority, or a<rent of 

• e public that IS equally perched on the sociar beam 

roon discovercd^that the principal tbing'^as tl ‘^c::;se 
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the political knowledge I had acquired in Leaphigh, as 
one would turn a tub upside down, wlien he wished to 
draw from its stores at a fresh end, and then I was pretty 
sure of being within at least the spirit of the Leaplow law. 
Everything seemed sim^de, for all was dependent on the 
common prop, at the base of the great social beam. 

Having got a thorough insight myself, into the govern- 
ing principles of the system under w’hich I had been 
chosen to serve, I went to look up my colleague, Captain 
Poke, in order to ascertain how he understood the great 
Leaplow Allegory. 

I found the mind of tlie sealer, according to a beautiful 
form of speech already introduced in this narrative, “con- 
siderably exercised,” on the several subjects that so natu - 
rally presented themselves to a man in his situation. In 
the first place, he was in a towering passion at the impu- 
dence of Bob in presuming to offer himself as a candidate 
for the great council ; and having offered himself, the rage 
of the captain was in no degree abated by the circum- 
stance of tbc young rascal’s being at the head of the poll. 
He most unreservedly swore that “ no subordinate of bis 
should ever sit in the same legislative body with himself ; 
that he was a republican by birth, and knew the usage*! 
of republican governments quite as well as the best patriot 
among tlicm; and although he admitted that all sorts 
of critters were sent to Congress in his country, no man 
ever knew an instance of a cabin-boy’s being sent there. 
They might elect just as much as they pleased ; but com- 
ing ashore, and playing politician were very different 
things from cleaning his boots, and making his coffee, and 
mixing his grog.” The captain had just been waited on 
by a committee of the Perpendiculars (half the Leaplow 
community is on some committee or other), by whom he 
had l)Gen elected, and they had given notice, that instruc- 
tions would be sent in, fortliwith, to all their representa- 
tives, to perform gyration No. 3, as soon after the meet- 
ing of the council as possible. He was no tumbler, and 
he had sent for a master of political saltation, who had 
just been with him, practicing. According to Noahs o^n 
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Btatement, his success was anything hut flattering. “ If 
they would give a body room, Sir John,” he saTd, .u a 
complaining accent, should think nothing of it — but 
you are expected to stand shoulder to shoulder — yard- 
arm and yard-arm — and throw a flap-jack as handy as an 
old woman would toss a johnny-cake! It’s unreasonable 
to think of wearing ship without room ; but give me room, 
and 1 11 engage to get round on the other tack, and to lulf 
into the hue again, as safely as tlio oldest cruiser amon-r 

..uj! 

National Allegories without their 
difficulties. Noah perfectly understood the images of the 
two tripods, though he was disposed to thiuk that neither 
was properly secured. A mast would make hut bad 
weather, he maiutaiued, let it he ever so well rigged aud 
stayed, without being also securely stepped. IIe“saw no 
use m trusting the heels of the beams to anybody. Good 
lashings were what were wanted, and then the iieople 

wouffi fdl Tha^'‘t‘l '’l f f ■'’ k 

he could Ltil ? Leaphigh had no memory, 

boxes, waslerel; an iregc!;;. 

“ ^thfs'ca;e,'‘m; sl-’irul ' ” 

^d what i; aiSbn?.- 
Why, It ts sometimes, as you pereeive, an allegoiy.” 


a 

u 
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“ And are we not to be mast-headed, then, according t9 
the book ? ” 

“ Figuratively, only.” 

“ Ba; there are actually such critters as the Great 
Sachem, and Riddles, and above all, the Bobees ! We are 
honey fie-diddle-di-dee elected ? ” 

‘‘ Boney lie-diddle-di-dee.” 

“ And may I take the liberty of asking, what it is our 
duty to do ? ” 

“ We are to act practically, according to the litcrality 
of the legal, implied, figurative, allegorical significations of 
the Great National Compact under a legitimate construc- 
tion.” 

“ I fear we shall have to work double tides. Sir John, 
to do so much in so short a time ! Do you mean that, in 
honest truth, there is no beam ? ” 

“ There is, and there is not.” 

“ No fore, main, and mizzen-tops, according to what is 

here written down ? ” 

“There is not, and there is.” 

“ Sir John, in the name of God, speak out ! Is all this 
about eight dollars a day, no better than a take-in ? ” 

“ That, I believe, is strictly literal.” 

As Noah now seemed a little mollified, I seized the op- 
portunity to tell him he must beware how he attempted 
to stop Bob from attending the council. Members were 
privileged, going and coming ; and unless he was guarded 
in his course, he might have some unpleasant collision 
with the sergeant-at-arms. Besides, it was unbecoming 
the dignity of a legislator to be wrangling about trifles, 
and he to whom was confided the great affairs of a state, 
ought to attach the utmost importance to a grave exterior, 
which commonly was of more account with his constit- 
uents than any other quality. Any one could tell whether 
he was grave or not, but it was by no means eo easy a 
matter to tell whether he or liis constituents had the 
greatest cause to appear so. Noah promised to bo dis- 
creet, and we ])arted, not to meet again untd wo assembled 
to be sworn in 
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Before continuing (he narrative, I wIM jti>t ineiition 
tijut \vc disposed of our commercial iti\ .stmcnts that 
morning. All tlic Lcapliigli ojilnions hroiiglit good pi ic*cs ; 
and I had occasion to sco liow well tlie hrigadier utid-T- 
stood the market, hy tlic eagcuicss with whicli, in parlie- 
ular, tlic opinions on the state of society in Leaidow were 
liuught up. But, by one of those unexpected windfalls 
whicli raise up so many of the chosen of the earth to their 
high places, the cook did hotter than any of us. It will 
he remembered, that he had hai tered an article of mer- 
chandise that he called slusli against a negleetcd hale of 
Distinctive Leaplow Opinions, which had no success at all 
in Leapliigh. Coming as they did from abroad, those ar- 
ticles had taken as a novelty in Bivouac, and he sold them 
all before night, at enormous advances; the cry being 
that something new and extraordinary hud found its way 
into the market. 
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CHAPTER XXVI. 

sow TO FNACT LAWS — ORATORY, LOGIC, ANY ELO 

QUENCE, ALL CONSIDERED IN THEIR EVERT-DAt 

ASPECTS. 

Political oatlis are verj' much the same sort of thing 
everywhere, and I shall say no more about our inaugura- 
tion than simply to state it took place as usual. The two 
houses were duly organized, and we proceeded, without 
delay, to the transaction of business. I will here state 
that I was much rejoiced to find Brigadier Downright 
among the Bobees, the captain whispering that most prob- 
ably he had been mistaken for an “ immigrunt,” and 
chosen accordingly. 

It was not a great while before the Great Sachem sent 
us a communication, which contained a compte rendu of 
the state of the nation. Like most accounts it is my 
good fortune to receive, I thought it particularly long. 
Agreeably to the opinions of this document, the people 
of Leaplow were, by a good deal, the happiest people in 
the world : they were also considerably more respected, 
esteemed, beloved, honored, and properly appreciated, 
tlian any other monikin community j and, in short, they 
were the admiration and glory of the universe. I was 
exceedingly glad to hear this, for some of the facts were 
quite new to mo ; a circumstance which shows one can 
never get correct notions of a nation except from itself. 

These important facts properly digested, we all of us 
eet about our several duties with a zeal that spoke fairly 
for our industry and integrity. Things commenced swim- 
mingly, and it w'as not long before the Riddles sent us a 
resolution for concurrence, by way of opening tho ball. 
It was concoived in the following terms : Rcsoh'idy that 
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the color wliicli has liithcrto been (locmc‘l (o ho black, is 
really white.” 

As this was the first resolutiou that involved a yrinciplo 
on which we had been required to vote, I sugge-ted to 
Koah the propriety of our going round to the brigadici , 
and inquiring what might be the drift cf so singular a pro[> 
ositiou. Our colleague answered the question with groat 
good-nature, giving us to understand that the Perpendiculars 
and the Horizontals had long been at variance on the mere 
coloring property of various important questions, and the 
real matter involved in the resolution was not vlsihlc. The 
former had always maintained (l)y always, lie meant over 
since the time they maintained the contrary) the doctrine 
of the resolution, and the latter its couverse. A majority 
of the Riddles, just at this moment, are Perpendiculars ; 
and, as it was now seen, they had succeeded in gelling a 
vote on their favorite principle. 

“ According to tliis account of tlio matter, Sir Jolm,” 
observed the captain, “ I shall be compelled to maintain 
th,at black is white, seeing that I am in on the Parpendic’lar 
interest?” 


I thought with the captain, ajul was pleased tliat my own 
legislative debut was not to be cl»aracterizcd by the promul- 
gation of any doctrine so mucli at variance with mv precon- 
ceived ways of thinking. Curious, however, to know his 
oiunion, I asked tlic brigadier iu wljat liglit lie felt disposed 
to view the matter himself.’’ 

•' I am elected by ilic Tangents,” lie said ; and, by 

nhat I can learn, it is the intention of our fiiends to steer 

n middle course ; aud one of our leaders is already selected, 

who, at a proper stage of the affair, is to move an ameud- 
raeut.” 


“ Can you refer me, my dear friend, 
• nected with tlie Great Xational Allc^orv 
point?” ° ^ 


to anything con- 
that bears on tliis 


_ "Wliy, there is a clause among the fundamental and 
immutable laws, which it is thouglit was intended to meet 
this very case ; but, unhappily, the sages by whom our 
Allegory was drawn up, have not paid qui e as much attcu- 
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tion to the phraseology as the importance of the siihiet^ 
demanded.” 

Here the brigadier laid his finger on the clause in ques- 
tion, and I returned to a seat to study its meaning. It was 
conceived as follows: Art. IV. Clause 6: “The Great 
National Council shall, in no case whatever, pass any law, 
or resolution, declaring white to be black.” 

After studying this fundamental enactment to the bottom, 
turning it on every side, and finally considering it upside 
down, I came to the conclusion that its tenor was, on the 
whole, rather more favorable than unfavorable to the Hori- 
zontal doctrine. It struck me, a very good argument was 
to be made out of the constitutional question, and that it 
presented a very fall* occasion for a new member to venture 
on a maiden speech. Having so settled the matter, entirely 
to my own satisfaction, I held myself in reserve, waiting for 
the proper moment to produce an effect. 

It was not long before the chairman of the committee on 
the judiciary (one of the effects of the resolution was 
entirely to change the coloring of all testimony throughout 
the vast republic of Leajdow) made his report on the sub- 
ject-matter of the resolution. This person was a Tangent, 
who had a besetting wish to become a Riddle, although the 
leaning of our house was decidedly Horizontal ; and, as a 
matter of course, he took the Riddle side of this question. 
The report, itself, required seven hours in the reading, com- 
mencing with the subject at the epocha of the celebrated 
caucus that was adjourned sine die, by the disruption of the 
earth’s crust, and previously to the distribution of the great 
mouikin family into separate communities, and ending with 
the subject of the resolution in his hand. Tiie reporter had 
set his political palette with the utmost care, having com- 
pletely covered the subject with neutral tints, before he got 
through with it, and glazing the whole down with ultra- 
marine, in such a way as to cause the eye to regard the 
matter through a fictitious atmosphere. Finally, he re- 
peated the resolution, verbatim, and as it came from the 
ether house. 

Mr. Speaker now called upc i gentlemen to deliver the i 
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/entini?nt'. Tr) iiiy utter anio^eniciit, Cr»[;t:ilii Poke arose, 
put Ills tobaoeo back into its box, and opened tlie debate 
without apology. 

The honoralilc captain said he understood tliis tpiestion 
to be one implicating the liberties of everybody. IIo 
understood the matter litcrall}*, as it was propounded in tiie 
Allegory, and set forth in the resolution ; ainl, as sueh, lio 
intended to look at it with uiipi'ejii<liced C3*es. The nafni*’ 
of this proposal lay altogether in color. AVhat is color, 
after all ? Make the most of it. and in the most favorahio 
position, which, perlnips, is the check of a cornel^’ voung 
woman, and it is hnt .skiii-docp. lie remi*mbcred the time 
when a certain female in another part of the universe, who 
is commonly called IVIiss Poke, might have out-rosed the 
best rose in a place called Stunin’tuu ; and what did it all 
amount to? He shouldn't ask Miss Poke herself, for 
obvious reasons — but he would ask anj' of the neighhors 
how she looked now ? (Quitting female natur’, he vrould 
come to human natur’ generally. He had often remarked 
that sea watci’ was blue, and ho liad frequently' causetl pails 
to be lowered, and tlie water brought on deck, to .see if he 
could come at any of this bluing matter — for indigo was 
both scarce and dear in liis part of the world, but he'^never 
could make out anything hy the experiment ; from wliich 
he concluded that, on the uhull, ilicre was pretty mucli no 
such thing as color, at all. 


‘ As for the resolution before llie bouse, it depended 
entirely on the meaning of words. Now, after all, what is 
a word . Why, some i>cople’s words are good, and other 
peoples words are good for nothing. For his part, he 

liked sealed instruments, — wbicli might be bec.ause he was 

a sealer, — but as for mere words, he set but little store by 
diem. He once tuck a man’s word for bis wages ; and iho 
ong and short of it was, that he lost his money. He liad 
known a thousand instances in which words had proved to 
be of no value, and he did not see wliy some gentlemen 
wished to make them of so much imporLince hL. For 

; "““""g’ " 0 - 0 word 

01 a color, above its desarts. The people seemed to call 
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for a change in the color of things, and he called npoD 
gentlemen to remember that this was a free country and 
one in which the laws ruled ; and therefore he trusted they 
would be disposed to adapt the laws to the wants of the 
people. "What had the people asked of the house in this 
matter ? So far as his knowledge went, they had really 
asked nothing in words, but he understood there was great 
discontent on the subject of the old colors ; and he construed 
their silence into an expression of contempt for words in 
general. He was a Parpendic’Jar, and he should always 
maintain Parpcndic’lar sentiments. Gentlemen might not 
agree with him, but, for one, he was not disposed to jipor- 
dyze the liberties of his constituents, and therefore ho gave 
the rizohition just as it came from the Riddles, without 
altenn<T a letter — although lie did think there was one 
word misspelt — he meant ‘really,’ which he had been 
taught to spell ‘raally’ — but he was ready to sacrifice 
even his opinions on this point to the good of the country ; 
and therefore he went with the Riddles, even to their mis- 
prints. He hoped the rizolution would pass, with tho 
entire unanimity so important a subject demanded.” 

This speech produced a very strong sensation. Up to 
tliis time, the principal orators of the house had been mucli 
in the practice of splitting hairs about some nice technicality 
in the Great Allegory ; but Noah, with the simplicity of a 
truly great mind, had made a home thrust at the root of tho 
whole matter ; laying about him with the single-hearted- 
ness of the illustrious Manchechan, when he couched his 
lance agiinst the wind-mills. The points admitted, that 
there were no such things as colors, and that woixls were of 
no moment, this, or indeed any other resolution, might ho 
passed with impunity. Tiie Perpendiculars in the house 
wc! 3 singularly satisfied, for, to say the trutli, their argu- 
merjs hitherto had been rather flimsy. Out of doors, tho 
c-ficct was greater still ; for it wrought a complete change 
iu the whole tenor of the Perpendicular argument. Moni- 
kins who the day before had strenuously affirmed that their 
strength lay in the phraseology of the Great Allegory, now 
suddenly had their eyes opened, clearly perceiving that 
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words bad uo just value. The argument bad certainly 
undergone some modifientions ; but, luckily, the deduction 
was nndisturbed. The brigadier noticed this apparent 
anomaly ; explaining, however, that it was quite comino# 
m Leaplow, more especially in all matters afTecting politics 
though he felt persiuuled men must be more consistent. 

No great time is required to put a well-organized polit- 
teal corps to the right-about, when proper attention lias been 
paid to the preparatory drills. Although .<^evcial of the 
best speakers among the Perpendiculars liad apjicared in 
their places, with ample notes, and otiicrwiec in readiness 
to show that the i>hraseology of the resolution was alto- 
gether in favor of their views of the question, every moni- 
km of tliem promptly rejected his pievious argument for 
tlie simple and more conclusive views of Captain Poke. 
On iho other hand the Horizontals were so coniTdctelv 
caken by surprise, that not an orator among them all had a 
word to say for Iiimself. So far from rciilyiiKi-, they 
uctualiy permitted one of their antagonists to rise and to 
JoIIow up the blow of the captain ; a pretty certain sign 
liiat thoy were boihered. ® 

Tho new siicaker was a veiy piomiucnt Icadci- of tlio 
Peipendiculars. He was one of those iioliticians wlio are 
only the mote dexterous from having been of all sides 
knowing by experic.me the weak and the strong points of 
etKh, and being familiar with every subdivision of political 
oentiment that had ever existed in the couiitiy; This 
ingenious orator took up the subject with spirit, triatiiig it 
hroughout on the principle of the lioiiorablo memher who 
ad last spoken. According to liis views of tlie question 

and not m words. Words were so many false lir.hts to 

mislead, and be need not toll tliis liousLa fact th.U w^ 

lamiliar to al who heard liim, — words would he, and were 
doily moulded to suit the convenience of all sorts of persons’ 
It was a capital error in political life to be iavi.sli of words 
foi the time might come wlien tlie garrulous and voluble 
would have cause to repent of having used tl L t 
-«kod the house if the thing prorosedV:::''ners.;ry i 
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did the public interests require it — was the public mind 
prepared for it? if so, he bepged gentlemen to do their 
duty to themselves, their characters, their consciences, their 
religion, their property, and, lastly, their constituents. 

This orator had endeavored to destroy words by words, 
and I thouglit the house regarded Ins effort rather favor- 
ably. I now determined to make a rally in favor of the 
ffindamental law, which evidently Iiad as yet been but little 
regarded in the discussion. I caught the speaker’s eye, 
accordingly, and was on my feet in a moment. 

I commenced by paying elaborate compliments to tlie 
talents and motives of those who had preceded me, and 
made some proper allusions to the known intelligence, 
patriotism, virtue, and legal attainmeuts of the house. All 
this was so well received, that taking courage, I determined 
to come down upon my adversaries at once, with the text 
of the written law. PrcfaciJig the blow with a eulogium on 
the admirable nature of those institutions wliicli were uni- 
versally admitted to be the wonder of the world, and whicli 
were commonly pronounced to be the second perfection of 
mouikiu reason, those of Lcaphigli being invariably deemed 
the first, I made a few apposite remarks on the necessity of 
respecting the vital ordinances of the body politic, and 
asked the attention of my hearers wliile I read to them a 
particular clause, which it had struck me liad some allusion 
to the very point now in consideration. Having thus 
cleared the way, I had not the folly to defeat tlie objects of 
60 much preparation, by an indiscreet precipitancy. So far 
from it, previously to reading the extract from the constitu- 
tion, I waited until the attention of every member present 
was attracted mure forcibly by the dignity, deliberation, and 
gravity of my manner, than by the substance of wliat had 
yet been said. In the midst of this deep silence and 
expectation I read aloud, in a voice that reached every 
cranny in the ha^l, — 

“ The great council shall, in no case whatever, pass any 
l.iw, or resolution, declaring white to be black.” 

If I Iiad been calm in the presentation of this a Uliority, I 
was eqtially self-possessed in waiting for its effect. Looking 
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about me I s:iw suprisc. pf*i j»lcxity, doubt, won<lor, and im- 
certainty in every countenance, it I <lid not find conviction. 
One fact embarrassed even me. Onr friends the Horizontals 
were evidently quite as inucli at fault as our opponents tbe 
Perpendiculars, instead of being, as I bad good reason to 
liope, in an ecstasy of pleasure on licaring tlnnr cause sus* 
tained by an authority so weighty. 

Will the honoiaible member have the goodness to explain 
from what author he has qiiotctl ? ” one of tbe leading Per- 
pendiculars at length ventured to inquire. 

‘•The language you have just heard, Mr. Speaker,'’ I re- 
sumed, believing that now was the favorable instant to follow 
up the matter, “is language that must find an echo in every 
heart ; it is language that can never be used iu vain iti this 
venerable hall, language that carries with it conviction and 
command;” I observetl that the members were now fairly 
gaping at each other with wonder. “ Sir, I am asked to 
name the author from whom I have quoted these sententious 
and explicit words ; sir, wliat you have just heard is to bo 
found in the Article IV., Clause G, of tlie Great National 
Allegory ” — 

“Order — order — order!” shouted a hundred raven 
throats. 

I stood aghast, even more .amazed than (ho houso itself 
had been only the instant before. 

“ Order — order — order —order — order 1 ” continued to 
be yelled, as if a million of demons were screechiii"^ in the 
hall. 

“ The honorable member will please to recollect,” said the 
bland, and ex-ollicio impartial speaker, who, by tlic way, was 
a Perpendicular, (dected by fraud, “ that it is out of order to 
use personalities.” 

“ Personalities! I do not understand, sir” — 

The instrument to which the Itonorable member has 
alluded, his own good sense will tell him, was never written 
by itself a: far from this, the very members of the conven- 
tion by which it was drawn up, are at this instant members 
of this house, and most of them supporters of the res(jlution 
i;ow before the house; audit will be deemed personal to 
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throw into their faces former official acts, in tliis unheard-of 
manner. I am sorry it is my duty to say that the honorablo 
member is entirely out of order.” 

“ But, sir, the Sacred National ” — 

“ Sacred, sir, beyond a doubt, — but in a sense diOereut 
from what you imagine, — much too sacred, sir, ever to be 
alluded to here. There are the works of the commentators, 
the books of constructions, and especially the writings of 
various foreign and perfectly disinterested statesmen — need 
I name Ekrub in particular! — that are at the command of 
members ; but so long as I am honored with a seat in this 
chair, I shall peremptorily decide against all personalities.” 

I was dumfounded. The idea that the authority itself 
would be refused never crossed niy mind, though I had antici- 
pated a sharp struggle on its construction. The constitution 
only required that no law should bo passed declaring black to 
be white, whereas the resolution merely ordered that hence- 
forth white should be black. Here was matter for discussion, 
nor was I at all sanguine as to the result ; but to be thus 
knocked on the head by a club, in the outset, was too much 
for the modesty of a maiden speech. I took my seat in con- 
fusion ; and I plainly saw that the Perpendiculars, by their 
sneers, now expected to carry everything triumphantly 
their own way. This, most probably, would have been tlio 
case, Iiad not one of the Tangents immediately got the floor, 
to move the amendment. 

To the vast indignation of Captain Poke, and, in sorno 
degree, to my own mortification, tiiis duty was intrusted to 
the Hon. Robert Smut. Wr. Smut commenced with entreaf 
iug members not to be led away by the sophistry of the f t 
speaker. That honorable member, no doubt, felt li * yclf 
ca.led upon to defend the position taken by Ins frio ; but 
those that knew him well, as it had been his ffito to icnow him, 
must be persuaded that his sentiments had, at least, undergone 
ii sufiden and miraculous change. Tliat honorable member 
lenied the existence of color, at all ! He would ask that 
lionorable member if he had never been instrumental himself 
in producing what is generally called black and blue color? 
he s’.iould like to know if that honorable member placed ai 
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little value, at present, on blows as he now seemed to set on 
words? he begged pardon of tlic house, but this was a matter 
of great interest to himself — lie knew that there never had 
been a greater manufacturer of black and blue color” than 
that honorable member, and lie wondered at his now so per- 
tinaciously denying the existence of colors, and at his wish to 
underrate their value. For his part, lie trusted he under- 
stood the importance of words, and the value of hues ; and 
while he did not exactly see tlie necessity of deeming black 
so inviolable as some gentlemen appeared to think it, he was 
not by any means prepared to go as fur as those who had 
introduced this resolution. He did not believe that public 
opinion was satisfied with maintaining that black was black, 
but he thought it was not yet disposed to atlii m tliat black 
was white. He did not say tliat such a day might not 
arrive; he only maintained that it had not yet arrived, and 
with a view to meet tliat wliicli he believed was the public- 
sentiment, he should move, by w'ay of amendment, to strike 
out the whole of the resolution after the word “ really,” and 
insert tiiat wliicli would cause tlio whole resolution to read 
as follows, namely : — 

“ Resohedy That the color which has hitherto been deemed 
to be black, is really lead-color.’* 

Hereupon, the Honorable Mr. Smut took his seat, leav- 
ing the house to its own ruminations. Tlic leaders of the 
Perpendiculars, foreseeing that if they got half-way this 
session, they miglit effect .the rest of their object the next, 
determined to accept the compromise ; and the resolution, 
as amended, passed by a Iiandsome majority. So this im- 
portant polut was finally decided for llie moment, leavinr* 
^•eat hopes among the Perpendiculars of being able to lay 

the Horizontals even fiatter on their backs than they were 
just then. ^ 

^ The next question that presented itself was of far less 
interest, exciting no great attention. To understand it, 
however, it will be necessary to refer a little to history. 
Ihe government of Leapthrougb had, about sixty-threo 
yeais before, caused one hundred and twenty-six Leaplow 
ships to be burned on the high seas, or otherwise destroyed 
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The pretense was, that they incommocled Leapthrough. 
Leaplow was much too great a nation to submit to so 
heinous an outrage, while, at the same time, she was much too 
magnanimous and wdse a nation to resent it in an every-day 
and vulgar manner. Instead of getting in a passion and 
loading her cannon, she summoned all her logic and began 
to reason. After reasoning the matter with Leapthrough 
for fifty-two years, or until all the parties who had been 
wronged were dead, and could no longer be benefited by 
Imr logic, she determined to abate two-thirds of her pre- 
tensions in a pecuniary sense, and all her pretensions in 
an honorary sense, and to compromise the affair by ao- 
cepting a certain insignificant sum of money as a salve to 
the whole wrong. Leapthrough conditioned to pay this 
money, in the most solemn and satisfactory manner ; and 
everybody was delighted with the amicable termination of a 
very vexatious and a seemingly interminable discussion. 
Leapthrough was quite as glad to get rid of the matter as 
Leajdow, and very naturally, under all the circumstances, 
thought the whole thing at length done with, when she con- 
ditioned to pay the money. The Great Sachem of leaplow, 
most unfortunately, however, had a “ will of iron,” or, m 
other words, he thought the money ought to be paid as well 
as conditioned to be paid. This despotic construction of the 
barrrain had given rise to unheard-of dissatisfiictions m 
Lea^pthrough, as indeed might have been expected ; but it 
was, oddly enough, condemned with some heat even m 
Leaplow itself, where it was stoutly maintained by certain 
imrenious logicians, that the only true way to settle a barpin 
to^pay money, was to make a new one for a less sum when- 
ever the amount fell due ; a plan that, with a proper mod- 
eration and patience, would be certain, in time, to extinguish 

the whole debt. 

Several very elaborate patriots had taken this matter ii 
hand, and it was now about to be presented to the house 
under four different categories. Category No. 1 had tlie 
merit of simplicity and precision. It proposed merely that 
Leaplow should pay the money itself, and take up the bond, 
using its own funds. Category No. 2 embraced a recom 
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CQeiulution of the Grcnt S:t<-lifni fjr L''n[(Io\v to pay itself 
using, liowevcr, cortain fnntls of L'^ajjtliroiigli. Category 
ad was a proposal to ofilr ten niiJlions to Leapllirougli -to 
tay no more about the Iransaetioii at all. Category dtli 
was to commence the negotiating or abating system men* 
tjoncd, without delay, in order to extinguish tlio claim hv 
installments as soon as possible. 

The question came up on ilic consideration of llie difrer- 
ent projects connected with tlicse f(»ur leading prineiples. 
I\Iy limits will not a<]mit of a detail«'<l history of the debate. 
All I can do, is merely to give an outline of the logic that 
these various propositions set in motion, of the legislative 
ingenuity of which they were the parents, and of the multi- 
tude of legitimate conclusions that so naturally fulhiwed. 

In favor of category No, 1, it was urged that, by adot.t- 
ing Its leading idea, the affair wouM he altogether in our 
own hands, and might consequently he settled witli greater 
attention to purely Lcajdow interests ; that further delay 
could only proceed from our own negltgonce ; that no other 
project was so likely to get rid of this protracted negotiation 
m so short a time; that by paying the debt with tlie Leap- 
low funds we should be sure of receiving its amount in iho 
good legal currency of the republic; that it wouhl be sin- 
gularly economical, as the agent who paid might also be au- 
thonzed to receive, whereby there would he a savins iu 
salary : ami finally, that tinder this category, the whole 
allaii miglit he brought within the limits of a ntitshcll, and 
the compass of any one’s nnderstandim,. 

In fityor of category No. 2, little more titan very ennivo- 

[oi f of coimnonplJce opi„. 

ons, were presented. It was pretended, for instance, lirtt 

bo wlio signed a bond was in equity hound to p.ay it- that 

f he refused, the other party had the natural U it,,’ 

remedy of compnlsion ; tl.at it migitt not always he conven- 

K it for a creditor to p.ay all tlie obligations of otlier peoi.le 

«tet hTln ‘’'’■'“l ‘™‘®“tio„s were 

Citensne, money migltt he wanting to carry out sucli n 

m'me'w hi, Lc import muel, 

Lcaplow prudence and discretion to maintain Ihn 
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old and tried notions of probity and justice, than to enter 
on the unknown ocean of uncertainty tliat was connected 
with the new opinions, by admitting which, we could never 
know when we were fairly out of debt. 

Category No. 3 was discussed on an entirely new system 
of logic, whicli appeared to have great favor with that clas^ 
of the members who were of the more refined school of 
ethics. These orators referred the whole matter to .a senti- 
ment of honor. They commenced by dr.awing vivid pio* 
tures of the outrages in which the original wrongs had been 
committed. They .spoke of ruined families, plundered 
mariners, and blasted hopes. Tliey presented minute arith- 
metical calculations to show that just forty times as much 
wrong had, in fact, been done, as this bond assumed; and 
that, as the case actually stood, Leaplow ought, in strict 
justice, to receive exactly forty times the amount of the 
money that was actually included in the instrument. Turn- 
ing fi’om these interesting details, they next presented the 
question of honor. Leapthrough, by attacking the Leap- 
low flag, and invading Leaplow riglita, made it princi- 
pally a question of honor, and, in disposing of it the priii- 
ci])lo of honor ought never to be lost sight of. It was hon- 
orable to pay one’s debts — this no one could dispute ; but 
it was not so clear, by any means, that there was any honor 
in receiving one’s dues. The national honor was concerned ; 
and they called on members, as they cherished the sacred 
sentiment, to come forward and sustain it by their votes. 
As tlie matter stood, Leaplow liad the best of it. In com- 
pounding with her creditor, as had been done in the treaty, 
Leaiithroiigh lost some honor — in refusing to pay the bond, 
she lost still more ; and now, if we should send lier the ten 
millions proposed, and she should have the weakness to ac- 
cept it, we should fairly get our foot upon her neck, and 
slic could uever look us in the face again ! 

Tlie catef^ory No. 4 brought up a member who had made 
political economy his chief study. Tins person presented 
the following case : According to his calculatione, the 
wrong had been committed precisely sixty-three years, and 
twenty-six days, and two thirds of a day, ago. lor t 9 
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whole of that loug perio<l Lcvaplow ha'l been troubled with 
this vexatious qaestion, which had hung like a cloud over 
the otherwise unimpaired brightness of her political land- 
scape. It was time to get rid of it. The sum stipulated 
was just twenty-five millions, to be paid in twenty-live an- 
nual installments, of a mUlion each. Now, he proposed to 
reduce the installments to one lialf the number, but in no 
way to change the sum. That point ouglit to be considered 
as irrevocably settled. This would diminish the debt one 
half. Before the first installment should become due, he 
woiUd effect a postponement, by diminishing the installments 
again to six, referring the time to the latest periods named 
in the last treaty, and always most sacredlv keepin^r the 
sums precisely the same. It would be impossible to touch 
the sums, which, he repeated, ought to be considered as 
sacred. Before the expiration of the first seven years, .a 
new arrangement might reduce the installments to two, or 
even to one — always respecting the sum; and limally, at 
the proper moment, a treaty could be concluded, declaring 
that there should he no installment at all, reservin<r th^ 
pomt, that if there had been an installment, Leaplow could 
ever have consented to reduce it below one million. The 
result would be, that in about livo-and-twenty years the 

character, wluch u was agreed on all hands was even now 

“eif* r h probably be raised manv 

“^S'^tiations had commenced in n 
pint of compromise ; and our character for con<=istencv 
rcimred that th.s spirit of compromise should continue ^ 

anpaid ■'emainecl 

powL P“‘l>etie 

The new speaker objected to all four of the categories 

r ar “"La H wo«u1?ad to 

Uon’ as “P was a chivalrous and high-minded na- 

hon, as was apparent by the present aspe°ct of tll". 
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Should we presume to take up the boud, using our own 
fiinds, it would mortally offend her pride, and she w'ould 
fight us ; did we presume to take up tlie bond, using her 
funds, it would offend her financial system, and she would 
fight us ; did we presume to offer her ten millions to say 
no more about the matter, it would offend her dignity by 
intimating that she was to be bought off from her rights, 
and she would fight us ; did we presume to adopt the sys- 
tem of new negotiations, it would mortally offend her honor, 
by intimating that she would not respect her old iiegotia- 
tioue, and she would fight us. He saw war in all four of 
the categoi'ies. lie was for a peace category, and ho 
thought he licld in his hand a proposition, that by proper 
management, using the most tender delicacy, and otherwise 
respecting the sensibilities of the high and honorable nation 
in question, we might possibly get out of this embarrassing 
dilemma without actually coming to blows — he said to 
blows, for he wished to impress on honorable members the 
penalties of war. He invited gentlemen to recollect that 
a conflict between tw'o great nations was a serious affaii. 
If Leapthrough were a little nation, it would be a different 
matter, and the contest might be conducted in a coinei , 
our honor was intimately connected with all we did with 
great nations. AVliat was war? Did gentlemen know. 
He would tell them. 

Here the orator drew a picture of war that tausea sufiei- 
ing mouikinit}' to shudder. He viewed it in its four lead- 
ing jx)iiits ; its religious, its pecuniary, its political, and its 
domestic penalties. He described war to be the demon- 
state of the mouikin mind ; as opposed to » orsliip, to char- 
ity, brotherly love, and all the virtues. On its pecuniar\ 
penalties, he touched by exbibitiiig a tax-sheet. Buttons 
which cost sixpence a gross, he assured the house, wouhl 
fihortly cost sevenpeuce a gross. Here he was remind&l 
that monikins no longer wore buttons. No matter, they 
bought and sold buttons, and the effects on trade were just 
the same. The political penalties of war he fairly b bowed 
to be frightful ; but when he came to speak of the domes- 
tic penalties, there was not a dry eye in the house. Cap. 
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tain Poke bliibbercl so loud tb.it I was in .ui agoi y lost he 
elioukl be called to order. 

“ Regard that pure sj)irit.’’ be cried, cruili'*d as it has 
been in the whirlwind <)f war. Behold her sta aling over 
the sod that covers the hero of his country, the busband oi 
her virgin aflections. In vain the orphan at her side lurii' 
its tearful eye upward, and a^ks for the plunn.'s that so 
lately pleased its infant fancy ; in v:iin its gentle voice iinjuires 
when he is to return, when he is to gladden tlndf In.-arts 
with !iis prcsetico " — liut I can write no more. Solis in- 
terrujitcd tiie spealc i*. and he took his .seat in an ecstasy of 
godliness and benevolence. 

I hurried across the house, to bog the brigadier wouhl 
introduco me to ibis just nionikin without a moment’.s de- 
lay. I lelt as if I could take him to my heart at once, and 
swear an eternal friendship with a spirit so benevolent. 
The brigadier was too much agitated, at first, to attend to mo ; 
but, after wiping his eyes at least a hundred times, he liiially 
succeedeil in arresting the torrents, and looked upward with 
u bland smile. 

“ Is he not a wonderful mouikin ? ” 

Wonderful indeed ! llow completely h'“ puts ns all to 
sliame ! Such a monikiii can only bo iu'luonccd by the 
purest love for the specie?.” 

5.es, he is of a class tliat we call the third luonikiiiity 
Notiling excites our zeal like the principles of the class of 
which he is a member ! ” 

“How! Have you more than one class of tlie hu- 
mane ! ■’ 


“Certainly — the Ojiginal, the Representative, , and the 
Speculative.” 

I am devoured by the desire to uiiderstaud the distinc- 
tions, my dear brigadier.” 

“Tlic Original is an every-day class, that feels under 
tlie natural impulses. The Representative is a more in- 
:ellectual division, that feels chiefly by proxy. The 
Speculatives arc those whose sympathies are excited by 
positive interests, like the last speaker. This person has 
hitely bought a farm liy the acre, which he is about to 
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66)1, in village lots, by the foot, and war will knock the 
whole thing in the head. It is this which stimulates his 
benevolence in so lively a manner.” 

“ Why, this is no more than a development of the social- 
stake system” — 

I was interrupted by the speaker, who called the house 
to order. The vote on the resolution of the last orator 
was to be taken. It read as follows : — 

“ Resolved^ That it is altogether unbecoming the dignity 
and character of Leapthrough, for Leaplow to legislate on 
the subject of so petty a cousideratiou as a certain pitiful 
treaty between the two countries.” 

“ Unanimity — unanimity ! ” was shouted by fifty voices. 
Unanimity there was; and then the whole house set to 
work shaking hands and hugging each otlier, in pure joy 
at the success of the honorable and ingenious manner in 
whicli it had got rid of this embarrassing and impertinent 
question. 
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ciiAr'ii:u xxvii. 

L:i ICFIT.CT OF LOGARITHMS ON MORALS — AN ORSCU'’ 
RA1ION, A DISSLRTATION, AND A CALCI LATION. 

Tin: house had not long adjourned before Captain Poko 
and inyseU were favored with a visit from our colleagr.o 
Mr. Downright, who came on an alTair of absorbing in- 
terest. lie carried in liis hand a small pamplilot ; and 
the usual saluUttions were scarcely over, before lie directed 
our attention to a portion of its contents. It would seem 
that Leaplow was on tlic eve of experiencing a great 
moral eclipse. TIic periods and dates of the phenomenon 
(if tliat can be called a phenomenon which was of too 
frequent occurrence) had been calculated, with surprising 
accuracy, by the academy of Lcaphigh, and sent, through 
its minister, as an especial favor, to our beloved country, 
in order that we should not be taken by surprise. The 
account of the affair read as follows : — 

“ On the third day of the season of nuts, there will be 
the commencement of a great moral eclipse, in that por- 
tion of the monikin region which lies immediately about 
the pole. Tiie property in eclipse will be the great moral 
postulate usually designated by the term Principle ; and 
the intervening body will be tiic great immoral postulate, 
usually known as Interest. The frequent occurrence of 
Ike conjunction of these two important postdates has 
caused our moral mathematicians to be rather negligent 
of their calculations on this subject of late years; but, to 
atone for this inexcusable indifference to one of the most 
^important concerns of life, the calculatins- committee was 
instructed to pay unusual attention to airthe obscurations 
of the present year, and this phenomenon, one of the most 
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decided of our age, has been calculated with tl c ntmop 
nicety and care. We give the results. 

“ The eclipse will commence by a motive o.’ monikin 
vanity coming in contact with the sub-postulate of charity, 
at 1 A. M. The postulate in question will be totally hid 
from view, in the course of 6 h. 17 m. from the moment 
of contact. Tiic passage of a political intrigue will in- 
stantly follow, when the several sub-postulates of truths 
honesty, disinterestedness, and patriotism, will all be 
obscured in succession, beginning with the lower limb of 
the first, and ending with all the limbs of the whole of 
them, in 3 h. 42 m. from tlie moment of contact. The 
shadow of vanity and political intrigue will first be 
deepened by the approach of prosperity, and this will be 
soon succeeded by the contact of a great pecuniary interest, 
at 10 h. 2 m. 1 s.; and in exactly 2 s. and 3-7 s., the 
whole of the great moral postulate of Principle will be 
totally hid from view. In consequence of this early 
passage of the darkest shadow that is ever cast by Interest, 
the passages of the respective sliadow's of ambition, hatred, 
jealousy, and all the other minor satellites of Interest, will 
be invisible. 

“ The country principally affected by this eclipse will 
be the republic of Leaplow, a community whose known 
intelligence and virtues are perhaps better qualified to 
resist its influence than any other. The time of occul- 
tation will be 9 y. 7 m. 26 d. 4 h. 16 m. 2 s. Principle 
will begin to reappear to the moral eye at the end of this 
period, first by the approach of Jlisfortuue, whose atmos- 
j)here being much less dense tlian that of Interest, will 
allow of imperfect views of the obscured postulate ; but 
the radiance of the latter will not be completely restored 
until the arrival of Misery, whose chastening colei's invari- 
ably permit all truths to be discernible, although througli 
a sombre medium. To resume: — 

“ Beginning of eclipse, 1 A. m. 

Ecliptic opposition, in 4 y. 6 m. 12 d. 9 h. from be- 
ginning of eclipse. 

Middle, in 4 y. 0 m. 0 d. 7 h. 9 m. from 

beginning of eclipse. 
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Knd of eclipse, 0 y- H in. 20 :l. li li. 2 m. from 

I chinning. 

Period of occultation, 9 y. 7 ni. 20 d. I li. lO m. 2 s.” 

I gazed at the brigadier in admirali<ni ami awe. Tliere 
was iiolhiiig remarkalde in the eclipse itself, wliich was 
quite an every-day alfair ; but the precibion with which it 
liad been calculated added to its other phenomena (In; 
tcnible circumstance of obtaining a glimpse into tlie 
future. I now began to perceive the immense dilforence 
between living coubciou>ly uiuler a inor;d shadow, and 
living under it unconsciously. The latter was evhU ntly 
a trilie compared with the former. Providence had most 
kindly provided for our happiness in denying the ability 
to see beyond the present moment. 

Noah took t!ie affair even more at heart than mj'self. 
He told me, witli a rueful and prognostic:Uing countenance, 
that wc were fast drawing near to the autumnal Cfpiinox. 
when wc should reach tlio commencement of a natural 
night of six monihb’ duration ; and although tlic benev- 
olent substitute of steam miglit certainly in some degree 
lessen the evil, that it was a furious evil, after all. to 
exist for a period so weary without enjoying the light of 
the sun. lie found the external glare of day bad cnouirh, 
belt he did not believe he .slioid'l be able to endure its 
total absence. Natur' bad made !iim a “watch and 
watch ” critter’. As for the twilight of which so mucli 
was said, it was worse than nothin’, being neither one 
thing nor the other. For his part, he liked'^things “made 
out of wiiolc cloth.” Then lie had sent the ship round to 
a diotant roadstead, in order tliat there might be no more 
post-captams and rear-admirals among the people ; and 
here had he been as much as four days on iiothinn- but 
nuts. N^us might do for the philosopl.y of a monkey, 
but he found, on trial, that it played the devil with the 
philosophy of a man. Things were bad enough us tliev 
were. He pined for a little pork — he cared not who 
knew It; It might not be very sentimental, he knew, but 
I sea-food; bis natur’ was pretty much pork; 

c believed most men had, in some way or other, moi e or 
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less pork in their human natur’s ; nets miglit for 
moiiikiu natur’, but human natur’ loved meat ; if monikins 
did not like it, monikins need not eat it ; there would be 
so much the more for th?se who did like it — he pined 
for his natural aliment, and as for living nine years in an 
eclipse, it was quite out of the question. The longest 
Stunin’tun eclipses seldom went over three hours — lie 
once knew Deacon Spiteful pray quite through one, from 
apogee to perigee. He therefore proposed that Sir John 
and he should resign their seats without delay, and that 
they should try to get the Walrus to the north’ard as 
quick as possible, lest they should be caught in the polar 
night. As for the Hon. Robert Smut, he wished him no 
better luck than to remain \Yhcrc he was all his life, and 
to receive his eight dollars a day in acorns. 

Altliough it was impossible not to hear, and, having 
heard, not to record the sentiments of Noah, still my 
attention was much more strongly attracted by the de- 
meanor of the brigadier, than by the jeremiad of the 
sealer. To an anxious inquiry if he were not well, our 
worthy colleague answered plaintively, that ho mourned 
over the misfortune of his country. 

“ I have often witnessed the passage of the passions, 
and of the minor motives, across the disk of the great 
moral postulate, Principle ; but an occultation of its light 
by a Pecuniary Interest, and for so long a period, is fear- 
ful ! Heaven only knows what will become of us!” 

“ Are not these eclipses, after all, so many mere illus- 
trations of the social-stake system? I confess this occul- 
talion, of which you seem to have so much dread, is noi 
so formidable a thing, on reflection, as it at first appeared 

to be.” 

“ You are quite right. Sir John, as to the character of 
the eclipse itself, which, as a matter of course, must de- 
pend on the character of the intervening body. Put the 
wisest and best of our philosophers hold that the entire 
system of whicli we are but insignificant parts, is based on 
certain immutable truths of a divine origin. The premises, 
or postulates, of all these truths, are so many moral guides 
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fa tlie maiingcmc-nt of monikin affairs ; and, the moment 
they arc lost sight of, as will bo the case during these 
frightful nine years that are to come, we shall be aban- 
doned entirely to selfishness. Now, sellishness is only too 
formidable wlien restrained l»y Principle ; but left to its 
own grasping desires and audacious sophisms, to me the 
moral perspective is tcnible. AVe are only too niucli 
addicted to turn our eyes from Principle, when it is 
shining in lieavcnly radiance, and in full glory, before us; 
it is not ditRculf, therefore, to foresee the nature of the 

consofpiences which are to follow its total and protracted 
obscuration." 

“ You then conceive there is a rule superior to intereet, 

f.-hicb ought to be respected in the control of monikin 
affairs ? ” 


Beyond a doubt ; else in v.diat should we differ from 
the beasts of picy?" 

■■Ido not exactly see wlietlier this does, or docs not 
accord witli the notions of the political economists of the 
fiocjal-stake system." 

“As you say, Sir John, it does, and it docs not. Your 
Bocial-stake system supposes that he who has what is 
termed a distinct and prominent interest in society, will bo 
the most likely to conduct its affairs wisely, justly, and 
disinterestedly This would be true, if those grcaMn-in- 
ciples ^hich he at tiie root of all happiness were re- 
spected; but unluckily, the stake in question, instead of 
being a stake in 3ustice and virtue, is usually reduced to 

ebons that the great property incentives are to increase 
property, protect property, and to huy with property those 
advantages winch ought to be independent of proper^ 
namely : honors, dipiities, power, a, id immunities I can ’ 

who do not possess it, its slaves. In short, the tlmf ha" 
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been, when tlie rich were even exempt from contributing 
to tlie ordinary exigencies of the state. But it is quite 
useless to theorize on this subject, for, by that cry in the 
streets, the lower limb of the great postulate is beginning 
to be obscured, and, alas ! we shall soon have too much 
practical information.” 

The brigadier was right. On referring to the clocks, it 
was found that, in truth, the eclipse had commenced somo 
time before, and that we were on the verge of an absolute 
occultation of principle, by the basest and most sordid of all 
motives, pecuniary interest. 

The first proof that was given of the true state of things, 
was in the language of the people. The word interest was 
in cvm'y mouikin’s moutli, while the word principle, as in- 
deed was no more than suitable, seemed to be quite blotted 
out of the Leaplow vocabulary. To render a local term 
into English, half of the vernacular of the country appeared 
to be comjwessed into the single word dollar.” “Dollar 
— dollar — dollar ” — nothing but “ dollar ! ” “ Fifty thou- 

sand dollars — twenty tliousand dollars — a hundred thou- 
sand dollars,” met one at every turn. The words rang at 
the corners — in the public ways — at the exchange — 
ill the drawing-rooms — aye, even in the clmrclies. If a 
temple had been reared for the worship of the Creator, llio 
first question was, How much did it cost? If an artist sub- 
mitted the fruits of his labors to the taste of his fellow-citi- 
zens, conjectures were whispered among tlic spectators, 
toucliing its value in the current coin of the republic. If an 
author presented the offspring of his genius to the same ar- 
iiiters, its merits were settled by a similar standard ; and 
one divine, who had made a strenuous, but an ill-timed ap- 
peal to the charity of his countrymen, by setting forth the 
l)cautics as well as the rewards of the god-like property, was 
fiiiily put down by a demonslration that his proposition in- 
volved a considerable outlay, while it did not dearly sliow 
much was to be gained by going to heaven ! 

Brigadier Downright had good reasons for his sombre au- 
ticipatioDs, for all the acquirements, knowledge, and expcri- 
euce, obtained in many years of travel, were now found to 
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be worse than U'cless. If my lionoraMe collearnie aii‘1 co 
voyager vcntuicl a remark on tlio subject of foreign policy, 
a portion of politics to wliich lie bad given coiihidei'ablc at- 
tention, it was answered by a (piotution from (he stock-mar- 
ket ; an observation on a matter of taste was certain to 
Jiaw forth a nice <li>linctiou between the tastes of certain 


liquors, together with a sluewd investigation of their several 
prices ; and once, when the worthy moJiikin undertook to 
show, fiom uliat struck me to be singularly good tiara, that 
the foreign relations of tlie country were in a condition to 
require great lirmne^s, a [uoper [)rudcnce, and much fore- 
sight, he was completely silenced by an antagonist showing, 
from the last sales, the high value of lots up town ! 

In short, there was no dealing with any subject that conld 
not resolve itself into dollars, by means of the customary 
exchanges. Tlic infatuation sprcail from father to son ; 
from husband to wife : from brother to sister ; and from 
one collateral to another, until it pretty cflcctually assailed 
the whole of what is usually termed society.” Noali swore 
./itlerly at- this antagonist state of things. lie aflirmcd that 
lie conld not even crack a walnut in a corner, Init every 
monikiii that passed appeared to grudge him the satisfaction, 
small as it was; and that Stuniu’tun, though a scramble- 
penny place as any he knew, was paradise to Lcaplow, in 
the present state of things. 

It was melancholy to remark liow the lustre of the ordi- 


nary virtues grew dim, as tlie period of occultation continued, 
and the eye gradually got to be accustomed to the atmos- 
phere cast by the shadow of pecuniary interest, I involun- 
tai ily shuddered at the open and undisguised manner In 
n Inch individuals, wlio might otherwise pass for respectable 
mouikms, spoke of the means that they habitually employed 
in eflecimg tlieir objects, and laid bare their utter forgetful- 
ness of the great postulate that was hid One coolly vaunted 
how much cleverer he was than the law ; another proved to 
a demonstration that he had outwitted his neighbor; while 
a third, more daring or more expert, applied the same 
(iiouiuls of exultation to the entire neighborhood. This had 

the merit of cunning; that of dissimulation; another of do- 
ception, and all of success! 
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The shadow cast its malign influence on everv interest 
connected with monikin life. Temples were raised to God 
on speculation ; the government was perverted to a money 
investment, m wliich profit, and not justice and security, wa^ 
the object ; holy wedlock fast took the aspect of buyino- and 

seUing, and few prayed who did not identify spiritual bene- 
uts witli gold and silver. 

Ihe besetting propensity of my ancestor soon be^an to 
appear in Leaplow. Many of those pure and unsophisdcated 
republicans shouted, “ Property is in danger ! ” as stoutly as 
It was ever roared by Sir Joseph Job, and dark allusions 
were made to “ revolutions ” aud “ bayonets.” But certain 
proof of the prevalence of the eclipse, and that the sliadow 
of pecuniary interest lay dark on the land, was to be found 
in the language of what are called the “few.” Tiiey began 
to throw dirt at all opposed to tliem, like so many fish- 
women ; a sure symptom that the spirit of selfishness was 
thoroughly awakened. From much experience, I hold this 
sign to be infallible, that the sentiment of aristocracy is active 
and vigilant. I never yet visited a country in which a mi- 
nority got into its Iiead the crochet it was alone fit to dictate 
to the rest of its fellow-creatures, that it did not, witliout 
delay, set about proving its position, by reviling and calling 
names. In this particular the “ few ” are like women, who, 
conscious of their weakness, seldom fail to make up for the 
want of vigor in their limbs, by having recourse to the vigor 
of the tongue. Tlie “ one ” hangs ; the “many” command 
by the dignity of force; the “few ” vituperate and scold. 
Piiis is, I believe, the case all over the world, except in those 
peculiar instances, in which the “few” happen also to enjoy 
the privilege of hanging. 

It is worthy of remark that the terms, “ rabble,” “disor- 
ganizerfl,” “ jacobin-V’ aud “ agrarians,”* were bandied from 

1 It is searco-^ sse.'^snry to Iclt the intcllyeiit reader tliere is no proof that 
any political community w.xs t^erso bent on scif-de.stniction as to enact ajjrariao 
la^^s, in tlio vulgar sense in whioli it has suited the yts of narrow minded pol- 
iticians to represent them ever since the revival of letters. The celebrated 
agrarian laws of Rome did not essentially differ from the distribution of our 
0 ^^ military lands, nr perhaps the similitude is creatcr to the modem Russian 
military colonies. Tliose who feel an interest in this subject would do well ti 
consult Niebulir. — Noto dt the RoiTon. 
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one to the other, in Leaplow, iukIci* this malign influence, 
with precisely the same justice, (liscrimimtion, and taste, as 
they had been used by my ancestor in London, a few years 
before. Like causes notoi-ionsly produce like elfocts ; and 
there is no one thing so much like an Englishman under the 
property fever, as a Leaplow monikin suffering under the 
same malady. 

The effect produced on the state of parties by the passage 
of the shadow of Pecuniary Iiitercst, was so singular as to 
deserve our notice. Patriots who had long been known for 
au indomitable resolution to support their friends, oj)C*ijly 
abandoned tlieir claims on the rewards of the little wheel, 
and went over to the enemy ; and this, too, without recourse 


to the mysteries of the “ flap-jack.” Judge People’s Friend 
was completely annihilated for the moment, —so much so, 
indeed, as to think seriously of taking another mission. — for, 
during these eclipses, long service, public virtue, calculated 
amenity, and all the other bland qualities of your patriot, 
pass for nothing, when weighed in the scale against profit 
and loss. It was fortunate the Leapthrough (piestion was, 
:n Its essence, so well disposed of, though the uneasiness of 
those who bought and sold lat.d hy the inch, pushed even 
that juterest before the public again by insisting lliat a few 
millions should be e.Kpended in destroying the munitions of 
war, lest the nation might improvidently be tempted to make 
use of them in the natural way. Tl,e cruisers were accord- 
mgly hauled into the stream and converted into tide-mills, 
the gun-barrels were transformed into gas-pipes, and tho 
forts were converted, as fast as possible, into warcl.ouses and 

that the advanced state of civilization l.ad rendered all future 
wars quite out of the question. Indeed, the impetus that 
was ^ven, by the effects of Uie shadow. In this Xy to Z 

quite as remarkable as were itsLntrory 
tendencies on humanity in detail. ^ 

r.] backward in showing liow com- 

^etely it was acting under the influence of the shadow 
Virtue began to be estimated by rent-rolls m 

wtthout hesitation, or, indeed, 
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themselves the sole use of tlie word respectable, while 
taste, judgment, honesty, tand wisdom, dropped like so 
many heir-looms quietly into the possession of those who 
had money. The Leaplowers are a people of great acute- 
ness, and of singular knowledge of details. Every con- 
siderable man in Bivouac soon had his social station 
assigned him, the whole community being divided into 
classes of “ hundrod-thousand-dollar monikins” — “fifty 
thousand-dollar monikins ” — “ twenty-thousand-dollar mon- 
ikins.” Great conciseness in language was a consequence 
of this state of feeling. The old questions of “ Is he hon- 
est?” “Is he capable?” “ Is he enlightened?” “Is he 
wise?” “Is he good?” being all comprehended in the 
single interrogatory of “ Is he rich ? ” 

There was one effect of this very unusual state of things, 
that I had not anticipated. All the money-getting classes, 
without exception, showed a singular predilection in favor 
of what is commonly called a strong government ; being 
not only a republic, but virtually a democracy, I found 
that much the larger portion of this highly respectable 
class of citizens were not at all backward iu expressing 
their wdsh for a change. 

“ How is this ? ” I demanded of the brigadier, whom I 
rarely quitted ; for his advice and opinions were of great 
moment to me, just at this particular crisis — “ how is this, 
my good friend ? I have always been led to think that 
trade is especially favorable to liberty ; and hero are all 
vour commercial interests the loudest in their declamations 
against the institutions.” 

The brigadier smiled ; it was but a melancholy smile, 
after all ; for bis spirits appeared to have quite deserted 
him. 

“ There are three great divisions among politicians,” ho 
said, — “ they who do not like liberty at all, — they who 
like it, as low down as their own particular class, — and 
they wlio like it for the sake of their fellow-creatures. 
Tlie first are not numerous, but powerful by means of 
combinations ; the second is a very irregular corps, in- 
cluding, as a matter of course, nearly everybody, but ia 
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wantiu^, of necessity, in concert airi <lisc!|)linG, nince no 
one desceucls below Iiis own level ; the ibinl :uv but few, 
alas, how few! uinl arc coin])osc<I of llioso who look 
l;i. v<nK] their own selli.simess. Now, your meix-hants. 
ilweJIing in towns, an<l possessing concert, means, ainl 
identity of interests, have l.ecn able to make themselves 
remarkable for contemling wiili despotic power, a fact 
which has obtained for ibem a clieap rc[>ntation for liber- 
ality of opinion; but, so laras monikin cxjierience goes, 

men may have proved to be better disposed, — no govern- 
ment that is essentially influenced by commerce bus ever 
I)ecn otherwise than exclusive, or aristocratic.’’ 


I bethouglit me of Venice, Genoa, l^ba, (he Ilanso 
Towns, and all the other remarkahlo jilaccs of this char- 
acter in Europe, and I felt tlio justice of my frieml's dis- 
tinction; at tlio same time 1 could not but observe bow 
t.u'eli more tlio minds of men are under the influence of 
names and abstr.actiuns than under the iiillucucc of positive 
things, lo this opinion tlie brigadier very readily as- 
sented, remarking, at ilic same time, that a well-wromdit 
theory had generally more efTect on opinion than fifty 
facts; a result that he attrilmted to the circumstance of 
inomkins having a besetting predisposition to save them- 
selves the trouble of tliiiikiiiir. 

I was, m pu ticiilar, struck with llie effect of the oc- 
cultatjoii ot Piuioiiilc on motives. I luul „fte„ remarked 
Iiat It was l,y uo means safe to depend on one's own motives 
or two snlhe.ent reasons: first, tl.at we did not alwavi 
Know wl,:,.„ our own motives were; and secondlv, admft- 
ig that ne did, it was quite nnreasonalde to" snpposo 
ha our Iriends would believe them what wo tliLblit 

o c ouiselvcs. In the present instance every 
momkiu seemed perfectly aw.are ot the difficulty ; and, in^ 

- .dot naiting for Ins acquaintances to .attribute some 
moial enormity as bis governing reason, be prudentlv 
adopted .a moderately seirisli indneement for his ..cts^ 
nbiel. be proolaiined with .a simplicity .and frankness ‘tliat 
generally obtained credit. Indeed, tie fact once coiicei'd 
that the motive was not offensively disinterested and jns;. 
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no one w’lxs indisposed to listen to the projects of his friend, 
who usually rose in estimation, as he was found' to be in- 
genious, calculating, and shrewd. The effect of all this 
was to render society singularly sincere and plain-spoken ; 
and one unaccustomed to so much ingenuousness, or who 
was ignorant of the cause, might, plausibly enough, sup- 
pose, at times, that accident had thrown him into an ex- 
traordinary association with so many arlisteSy who, as it is 
commonly e.xpressed, lived by their wits. I will avow 
tliat, had it been the fashion to wear pockets at Leaplow, 
I should often have been concerned for their contents ; 
for sentiments so purely unsophisticated, were so openly 
advanced under the influence of the shadow, that one was 
inevitably led, oftencr than was pleasant, to think of the 
relations between meuin and iuuniy as well as of tlio unex- 
pected causes by which they were sometimes disturbed. 

A vacancy occurred, the second day of the eclipse, 
among the representatives of lUvouac, and the candidate 
of the Horizontals would certainly have been chosen to 
till it, but for a conlre-temps connected with this affair of 
motives. The individual in question had lately performed 
that which, in most other countries, and under other cii- 
cumstances, would have passed for an act of creditable 
national feeling ; but which, quite as a matter of course, 
was eagerly presented to the electors, by his opponents, aa 
a proof of his utter unfitness to be intrusted with their 
interests. The friends of the candidate took the alarm, 
and indignantly denic«l the charges of the rerpcndiculavs, 
afiirming that their monikin had been well paid for what 
he had done. In an evil hour, the candidate undertook 
to explain, by means of a handbill, in which he stated that 
he had been 'influenced by no other motive than a desire 
to do that which he believed to be right. Such a person 
was deemed to be wanting in natural abilities, and, as a 
matter of course, be was defeated ; for your Leaplo 
elector was not such an ass as to confide the care of his 
interests to one who knew so little how to take care o 

About this time, too, a celebrated dramatist produced a 
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piece in wliicli tlic licro iicrfonncd prodij^ics under the ex- 
citement of patriotism, and tlie labor of his ]ien was incon- 
tinently damned for his pains ; ]>oili pit and boxes — the 
;:allcrics dissenting — deciding tliat it was out of all na- 
ture to represent a monikin incurring danger in tliis 
unheard-of manner, witliout a motive. The unhappy 
u ight nUered the last scene, by causing bis hero to be re- 
warded by a good, round sum of money, when the piece 
bad a very rcsiicctablc run for the re'st of the season, 
iliough I question if it ever were as popular as it wotilil 
Iiave been, had this precaution uceu taken l>efor<» it was 
first acted. 
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CHAPTER XXVIir. 


TnZ IMPORTAXCl' OF MOTIVKS TO A LEGISLATOR'" 
MORAL COXSECUTIVENESS, COMETS, KITES, AND A 
COXVOY ; WITH SOME EVERT-DAT LEGISLATION; TO- 
GETHER WITH CAUSE AND EFFECT. 


Legislation, durin" the occuUution of tlie great moral 
postulate Principle by the passage of Pecuniary Interest, 
is, at the best, but a melancholy alfair. It proved to be 
peculiarly so with us just at that inoment, for the radiance 
of the divine property liad been a good deal obscured in 
the houses, for a long time previously, by the interference 
of various minor satellites. In nothing, therefore, did the 
deplorable state of things which existed make itself more 

apparent, than in our proceedings. 

As Captain Poke and myself, notwithstanding our hav- 
ing taken dilfercnt stands in politics, still continued to li\c 
together, I had better opportunities to note the workings 
of the obscuration on the ingenuous mind of my colleague 
than on that of most other persons. He early began to 
keep a diary of his expenses, regularly deducting the 
amoLet at night from tlic sum of ciglit dollars, and regard- 
ing the balance as so much clear gain, llis conversation, 
too, soon betrayed a leaning to his personal interests, in- 
stead of being of that pure and elevated cast which should 
cliaractcrizc the language of a statesman. He laid down 
llic position, pretty dogmatically, that legislation, after all, 
was work; that “the laborer was worthy of Ids hire; 
and that, for his part, bo felt no great disposition to go 
through the vexation and trouble of helping to make laws, 
uules? he could sec, with a reasonable certainty, that 
something was to bo got by it. He thought Lcaplow hiu3 
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quite laws ciioujili as it was, — more tlian slio rcsjiccted or 
enforced, — and if siic wanted any more, all ^lic liad lo do 
was to I'av for them. lie .‘rlionld take an early occasion 
to propose that all our vrages — or, at any rale, his own ; 
<'t]ieis iniglit do as they j-leascd — .^lionld he raised, at 
the \ery least, two ilollars a <lay, and this while lie merely 
sat in the house; for he wished to engaire me to move, hv 
way of anicndinenl, that as niiu h more should he given to 
the committees. Ho did not llilnk it was fair lo exact of 
a member lo he a committeo-inan fur nothin’, alilum'di 
most of tliem were eominiuec-men for nothin’ ; and if we 


were called on to keep two watches, in this manner, the 
lea>t that could he done would ho to give us two pays 
He said, considering it in llic most favorahle point of view, 
that lliero was great wcai and tear of lirain in legislation, 
and he should never be tlie man lie was heforo lie engaged 
in the trade ; he assured me that his idees, sometimes, 
wore so complicated that he did not know where to find 


tiic one he wanted, ami that ho had ^Yishcd for a canda, 
a thousand times, since he had been in tlie liouse, for, l.y 
keeping tlic end of it in iiis liaiul, like the l.ight of a rope, 
lie miglit always liavc sulhin’ tangible to cling to. He 
told me, as a great secret, Diat lie was faiilj tired of 
rummaging among his thoughts for tlie knowledge ncccs- 
fravy to understand what was going on, and that he had 
imally concluded to put himself, for the rest of the session 
under the convoy of a God-like. He had l.ecn looking 
out for a lit fugleman of this sort, and lie had pretty much 
determined to lollow ihe signals of the great God-like of 
the Parpcndiclars, like the rest of them, for it would 
occasion less confusion in the ranks, and enable him to save 

<luln t know, on the whole, hut eight holhu-s a day mi<rht 
gne a hying piofit, provided he could throw all the think- 
ing on his God-like. and turn his attciilioii to siithin’ else • 

V^hbf fro“n -'<'e.-slood ta; 

ai^tliiug from foreign parts took like wild-lire in Lean. 

chlr’lstr I vll ““'-I 
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Perhaps it will !»e uecessary to explain what Noah 
meant by saying tliat he thouglit of engaging a God-llkc. 
The reader lias had some insight into the nature of one 
set of political leaders in Leaplow, who are known by the 
name of the most patriotic patriots. These persons, it is 
scarcely necessary to say, arc always with tlie majority, or 
in a situation to avail themselves of the evolutions of the 
little wheel. Their great rotatory principle keeps them 
pretty constantly in motion, it is true ; but while there is 
a centrifugal force to maintain this action, great care has 
been had to provide a centripetal counterpoise, in order to 
prevent them from bolting out of tlio jiulitical orbit. It 
is supposed to be owing to this peculiarity in their party 
organizations, that your Leaplow patriot is so very remark- 
able for going round and round a subject, witliout ever 
touching it. 

As an offset to this party arrangement, the Perpendic- 
ulars have taken refuge in the God-likes. A God-like, in 
Leaplow politics, in some respects resembles a saint in the 
Catholic calendar; that is to say, he is canonized, after 
passing through a certain amount of temptation and vice 
with a whole skin ; after having his cause pleaded for a 
certain number of years before the high autliorities of his 
party ; and, usually, after having had a pretty good taste 
of purgatory. Canonization attained, however, all gets to 
be plain sailing with him. He is spared, singular as it 
may appear, even a large portion of his former “ wear and 
tear” of brains, as Noah had termed it, for nothing puls 
one so much at liberty in this respect, as to have full 
powers to do all the thinking. Ihinking in company, 
like travelling in company, requires that we should have 
some respect to the movements, wishes, and opinions of 
others ; but ho who gets a carle hlanche for his sentiments, 
resembles tlic uncaged bird, and may fly in whatever 
direction most pleases himself, and feel confident, as ho 
goes, that his cars will he saluted with the usual traveller's 
signal of “ All's right ! ” I can best compare the opcratioi: 
of your God-like and his votaries, to the actiou of a loco- 
motive with its railroad train. As that goes, this follows t 
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faster or slower, the movement is c. itain to he accom- 
panied; when the steam is up they (!y, when tho hro ia 
out they crawl, aiul that, too, with a very uneasy sort of 
motion; and wlien a holt is broken, tliey who have just 
been riding without the smallest trouble to liiomselves 
arc compelled to get out and pu.sh the load ahead us wcl 
as tiiey can, rrccpiently with very rueful faces, and iu very 
dirty ways. The cars whisk about, precisely as the loco- 
motive whisks about, all th.* turn-outs are nocc.ssarily imi- 
tated, and, iu short, one goes after the other very much aa 
it is reasonable to sujtposc will happen when two bodies 
arc chained together, and the entire moving power is 
given, to only cue of them. A God-like in Leaplow, 
moreover, is usually a IVkhllo. It was the object of Noah 
to hitch on to one of these moral stcam-tu-^s, in order that 


he too mi'dit ho draused throimh his duties without olYort 
to himself ; an e.\pe«liout, as the old sealer expressed it, 
that would in some degree rcme<ly Ids natural want of ii 
cauda^ by rendering him nothing l)Ut tail. 

‘*1 expect, Sir John,” ho said, for he had a practice of 
e.xpecliug by way of conjecture, **1 expect this is tho rea- 
son why the Leaplowcrs dock themselves. They iind it 
more convenient to give up the management of their af- 
fairs to some one of these God-likes, and fall into his wake 
like the tail of a comet, which makes it (juitc unnecessary 
to have any other cauda.'' 

“I understand you; they amputate to prevent tau- 
tology.” 

Noah rarely spoke of any project until Ids mind was 
fairly made up ; and the execution usually soon followed 
the proposition. The next thing 1 heard of him, there- 
fore, he wis fairly under the convoy, as he called it, of ono 
of the most prominent of the Riddles. Curious to know 
how he liked the experiment, after a week’s i*;actice, I 
called his attention to the subject, by a pretty direct in- 
quiry. 

He told mo it was altogether the pleasantest mode of 
legislating that had ever been devised. He was now per- 
fectly master of his own time, and in fact, he was making 
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out a set of charts for (he Lcaplow raarine, a task that 
was likely to bring him in a good round sum, as pumpkins 
were cheap, and in the polar seas he mcrel}* copied the 
monikin authorities, and out of it he had things pretty 
much his own way. As for the Great Allegory, when he 
wanted a hint about it, or, indeed, about any other point 
at issue, all he had to do was to inquire what his God-like 
tho-£,ht about it, and to vote accordingly. Then he saved 
Jiiinself a great deal of breath in the way of argument out 
of doors, for he and the rest of the clientele of this Riddle, 
having oflicially invested their patron with all their own 
parts, the result had been such an accumulation of knowl- 
edge in this one individual, as enabled them ordinarily to 
floor any antagonist by the simple quotation of his author- 
ity. Such or such is the opinion of God-like this or of 
God-like that, was commonly sulficieiit ; and then there 
was no lack of material, for he had taken care to provide 
himself with a Kiddle who, he really believed, had given 
an opinion, at some time or other, on every side of every 
subject that had ever been mooted in Lcaplow. He could 
nullify, or mollify, or qualify, with the best of them ; and 
these, whicli he termed the three fies, he believed were 
the »rrcat rccpiisitcs of a Lcaplow legislator. He admitted, 
how’cver, that some slmw of indepciideiicc was necessary, 
in order to give value to the opinions of even a God-like, 
for monikin nature revolted at anytliing like total mental 
dependence ; and that lie had pretty much made up liia 
mind to think for himself on a question that was to he de- 
cided that very day. 

The case to whicli the captain alluded was this. The 
city of Bivouac was divided in three pretty nearly equal 
parts, which were separated from each other by two 
branches of a marsh ; one part of the town being on a 
sort of island, and the other two parts on tlie respective 
margins of the low laud. It was very desirable to con- 
nect these different portions of the capital by causeways, 
and a law to that effect had been introduced in the house, 
liveryhody, in or out of the house, was in favor of the 
project, for the causeways had become, in some measure, 
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l>y (he oib rccuiiiary Interest, would very |iliiu.sil)ly sup' 
pose that the whole ali'air hiy in a llut^heli, ami tliat all 
we ha<l to do was to pass a law orderiii,:^ the causeways to 
ei:teud just as far as the public c<jiivenieiice reudeied it 
necessary. But thcsc are tii' ic tyros in (he alfairs of 
moiiikiiis. The fact was that (here were ju-t as many 
dllferciit opinions and interests at work to rej^ulatc the 
length of t!ie causeways, as there were owners of land 
along ilicir line of route. Tlic great object was to start iu 
what was called the business (piartcr of the town, and 
then to proceed with the work :i.s far as circuinstanees 
would tilluw. \\ e had propositions before us iu favor of 
from one bundled feet as far as up to ton thousand. 
B\ery inch was fought for with as niiieh oh'linacy as if it 
■were au important hrcaeli (hat was defended ; and combi- 
nations and conspiracies were as rife as if we were in tin? 
midst of a revolution. It was the general idea that by 
hlhiig in with dirt, a now town might be built wherever 
the causew’ay terminated, and fortunes made bv an act of 
parliament. The inhabitants of the island rallied ai masse 
apmst the causeway loading one inch from their (uiarter, 

alter It had fairly reached it ; and so throughout llm 6u. 

tn-e hue, monikins battled for what they called their iu. 
terests, with an obstinacy worthy of Iicroes 

On (I, is groat .luesiion, for it I,a,i. in inuh, bcco.no of 
the las imporlance l,y dragging into its consideration most 

0 the leading measures of the day, as ,vell as six or seven 

of the prmeipal ordmanccs of the Great National Ailc- 

aory tl,e respeet.ve partisans logically contending that, for 
c tune bemg, notinng should advance a foot in Leaplotv 
ll-at did not travel along that causeway, Noah deter 

1 orSlhtl'v f resolution was 

o lightly formed, for he remained rather undecided 

unt 1, by waiting a sufficient time, he felt quite persuaded 

•hat nothing was to be got by fy, owing a^y otlir 
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Ilis God-like luckily was in the same predicament, and 
cverytluug promised a speedy occasion to show the world 
what it was to act on principle; and this, too, in the mid- 
dle of a moral eclipse. 

When the question came to be discussed, the landhold- 
ers along the first line of the causeway were soon rea- 
soned down by the superior interests of those who lived on 
the island. The rub was, the point of permitting tlie 
work to go any further. The islanders manifested great 
liberality, according to tlieir account of themselves ; for 
they even consented that the causeway should be con- 
structed on the other marsh to precisely such a distance 
as would enable any one to go as near as possible to the 
hostile quarter, without absolutely entering it. To ad- 
mit the latter, they proved to demonstration, would ho 
changing the character of their own island from tliat of an 
entrepot to that of a mere thoroughfare. No reasonable 
mouikin could expect it of them. 

As the Horizontals, by some calculation that I never 
understood, liad satisfied themselves it might better answer 
their purposes to construct the entire work, than to stoji 
anywhere between the two extremes, my duty was luckily, 
on this occasion, in exact accordance with my opinions ; 
and, as a matter of course, I voted, this time, in a way of 
which I could approve. Noah, finding himself a free 
agent, now made his push for character, and took sides 
with us. Very fortu»aatcly we prevailed, all the beaten 
interests joining themselves, at the last moment, to the 
weakest side, or, in other words, to that which was right ; 
and Leaplow presented the singular spectacle of having a 
just enactment passed during tlic occultatiou of the groat 
noral postulate, so often named. I ought to mention that 
I have termed principle a postulate, througliout this nar- 
rative, simply because it is usually in the dilemma of a de- 
puted proposition. 

No sooner was the result known, than my worthy col- 
league came round to the Horizontal side of the house, to 
express his satisfaction with himself for the course he ban 
just takeu. He said it was certainly very convenient and 
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very labor-saving to oboy a Ood-likc. an'l that !:'■ got o:i 
raiicli butter his cliarts now lie was at iibui ly to give 
his whole iniiul to the subject ; but there was sullmi — be 
did not know wbat — but “ a sort of Slunin’tun fue ling” — 
in doing what one thougiit riglit, after all. tjiat caii'ed !imi 
to bo glad lliab he liad voted for the whole eau'oway. lb*, 
did not own any land in Lcaidow. e.nd therelbro ho con- 
cluded that what he had d<nie. ho had tlonc ior the best ; 
at any rate, if he had got nolliiii' by It, Iio liad lost nolliin 
by it, and ho hoped all wonM <-oino right in (ho einl. llic 
people of the island, it is true, had talked ina liy fair alnint 
tvhat they would do for those who should su-lain their in- 
terests, but he liail got sick of a i-nrrt ney in promises ; aiid 
thir words, at his time of life, didn’t go fur much ; ainl so, 
on the whole, he had pretty umeh concluded to do as he 
had done. He thought no one couhl call in ({ucstiou liis 
vote, for he was just as poor and as badly olf now lie had 
YoteJ, as lie was wlnlc he was making up liis mind, hor 
Ids part, lie shonldidt he ashanictl, licia aJii r, to look hotli 
Deacon Snort and the Parson in the far'-, when lie got 
home, Cl* even INIi-s Poke. lie knew what it was to have 
a clean conscience, as well as any man ; for none .so well 
knew wliat it was to bo without anythimj’, as they who had 
folt by experience its want, llis (iod-like was a very 
labor-saving God-like ; but he bad found, on iinpairy, that 
lie came from another part of the island, and that lie dkln’t 
care a straw wbicli way his kite-tail (Noa]i’.s manner of 
pronouncing clicntclv) voted. In short, be defied any one 
to sav ought agin him this time, ainl be was not sorry the 
cccasion bad ofi’ered to show liis iinlo[)endence,for Ids enemies 
bad not bee i backward in remarking that, for some day.s, lie 
had been little better than a speaking-trumpet to roar out 
anytldng Ids God-like might wisli to have proclaimed, lie 
concluded by staling that bo could not hold out nuicli longer 
without meat of some sort or other, and by begging that 1 
would second a resolution he ihouglit of otlering. by which 
regular substantial rations were to bo dealt out to all the 
human part of the bouse. The inhumans might Ire upon 
nuts still, if they liked them. 
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I remonstrated against the project of the rations, mada 
a strong appeal to Iiis pride, by demonstrating that wo 
slioiiM be deemed little better than brutes if we were seen 
eatiii" flesh, and advised him to cause some of his nuts to 
be roasted, by way of variety. After a good deal of per- 
suasion, he promised furtlicr abstincr.cc, although he went 
away with a singularly carnivorous look about tlic mouth, 
and an eye that spoke pork in every glance. 

I was' at home the next day, busy with my friend the 
brigadier, in looking over the Great National Allegory, 
with a view to prevent falling, unwittingly, into any more 
olfcnses of quoting its opinions, when Noah burst into the 
room, as rabid as a wolf tliat luid been bitten by a whole 
[lack of hounds. Sucli, indeed, was, in some measure, liU 
situation ; for, according to his statement, be bad been 
baited tliat morning, in the public streets even, by every 
inonikin, monikina, monikiuo, brat, and beggar, (bat he liad 
seen. Astonished to bear that my colleague had fallen into 
this disfavor witli his constituents, I was not slow in asking 
an explanation. 

Tiio captain affirmed that the matter was beyond the 
reacii of any explanation it was in his power to give. He 
had voted in the ailUir of the causeway, in strict conform- 
ity with the dictates of liis conscience, and yet here was 
tiic whole population accusing him of bribery — nay, even 
tliG journals bad openly flouted at him for what they called 
tiio barefaced and flagrant corruption. Here tlie captain laid 
before US six or seven of the loading journals of Bivouac, 
in all of which bis late vote was treated witli quite as little 
eoiemony asif itliad beeu an unequivocal act of shcep- 

stealiiig. 

I looked at my friend the Inlgadier for an explanation. 
After running bis eye over the articles in the journals, the 
latti ’Miniledraiul cast a look of commiseration at our col- 
league. , 1 

“ You have cciTaiuly committed a grave fault kero, my 

friend,” he said, “ and one that is seldom forgiven in Leap- 
low — perliaps I might say never, during the occultatioa 
of the great moral postulate, as happens to bo the case at 
present” 
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■‘Tell me my sins at onco, brigadier,” cried .■< 'ili. with 

the look of a inartvr, aii-l i-ut me out of i.:.i:i. 

You have forgotten to ili^play a motive for your .tand 
(lurin'^ the late hot diacus-dou ; and, as a matter of course, 
the comimiuitv ascribes the worst that momkm mg. u,nty 
can devis 3 . Such an oversight would ruin even a God- 
like!” 

“ But, my dear Mr. Downright,” 1 kindly interposed, 
‘■our colleague, in this instauco, is supposed to have act (.1 

on principle.” , 

The brigadier looked up, turtiing his nose into the air, 

like a pup°that lias not yet opened its eyes, and tlicn inti- 
mated that he could not see the (luality 1 had named, it 
being obscured by the passage of the orb of IVcumary In- 
terest before its diak. I now began to comprehend llie 
case, wiiich really was much mure grave iban, at first, I 
could have behoved possible. Noah bimself seemed slag- 
•mred: for. I believe, lie liad fallen on the simple and uat- 
ural expedient ot lin[uiriiig uliat be bimsclt would iiavo 
thoin^bt of the coinluct of a culleagne who had given a 
vote on a subject so wciglity, without exposing a motive. 

Had the captain owned Imt a foot square of earth, at 
the end of the causeway,” observed the brigadier, mourn- 
fully, llic matter might be cleared up; but as tilings are, 
it U, beyoml dispute, a most unfortunate occurrence.” 

“ But Sir dolm voted with me, and he is no more a free- 
holder ill Leaplow, than I am myself.” 

“ True ; but Sir .Tohu voted with tlie bulk of his polit- 
ical friends.” 


‘‘All the Horizontals were notin tlio majority ; for at 
least twenty went, on this occasion, witli the minority.” 

‘■Undeniable — vet cverv monikin of them bad a visi- 
blc motive. This owned a lot l»y the wayside ; that liad 
houses on the island, and atiollier was the heir of a great 
proprietor at the same point of the road. Each and all 
bad their distinct auJ positive interests at stake, and not 
one of them was guilty of so great a weakness as to leave 
his cause to be defended by the extravagant protensiou of 
mere principle ! ” 
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“ My God-like, the greatest of all the Kiddles, absented 
himself, and did not vote at all.” 

“ Simply because he had no good ground tD justify any 
course he might take. No public monikin can expect to 
escape censure, if he fail to put his friends in the way of 
citin^^ some plausible and intelligible motive for his con* 
duct.” 

“ How, sir ! cannot a man, once in his life, do an act 
without being bought like a horse or a dog, and escape 
with au inch of character ? ” 

“ I shall not take upon myself to say what men can do,” 
returned the brigadier ; “ no doubt they manage this affair 
better than it is managed here ; but, so far as moiiikins are 
concerned, there is no course more certain to involve a total 
loss of character — I may say so destructive to reputation 
^‘ven for intellect — as to act without a good, apparent, and 
substantial motive.” 

“ In the name of God, what is to be done, brigadier?” 

“ I SCO no otlier course than to resign. Your constitu- 
ents must very naturally have lost all confidence in you ; 
for one who so very obviously neglects his own interests, it 
cannot be supposed will be very tenacious about protecting 
the interests of others. If you would escape with the little 
character that is left, you will forthwith resign. I do not 
perceive the nmallest chance for you by going through gyra- 
tion No. 4, both public opinions uniformly condemning the 
mouikiii who acts without a pretty obvious, as well as a 
pretty weighty motive.” 

Noah made a merit of necessity ; and, after some fur- 
ther deliberation between u^, he signed his name to tlic 
following letter to the spc.aker, which was drawn up on 
tlie spot, by the brigadier: — 


“ Ma. Si’KAKEK, — Tlie state of my health cfcliges me 
to return the high political trust whicii has been confided 
to me by llic citizens of Bivouac, into the hands from 
which it was received. In tendering ray resignation, I 
wish to express the great regret w'ith which I part from 

so every w.ay worthy of profound respect aud 
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W I be- YOU to assure them, that ^she -ever fata 

le::a'me, I shuU ever retain tl.e .lcc,,cst re- 

L^anl for every honorable member witi. whom >t has been 

nw C00.1 fortune to serve. The cmi-raut interest in lur- 

licul ur. will ever be the nearest and dearest ‘“V 

“(Signed) ISOAii l0Ki« 

The captain did not athx his name to this letter without 
many heavy sighs, and divers throes of amb.tion ; for even 
a mUtuken politician yields to necessity with tegie . 
Hiving changed the word emigrant to that of innni- 
grunt,” however, ho put ns good a face as possible on iho 
matter, and wrote the fatal signature. He then left the 
house, declaring he didn't so much hegrndgo Ins successor 
the pay, as nothing but nuts were to be bad willi tlio 
money ; and that, as for himself, lie felt as sneaking as he 
helleved was the case with Nebuchadnezzar, when ho was 
^ompcHod to get down on all-fours, ami eat grass. 
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CHAPTER XXTX. 

flDHK MXPLANATIONS A HUMAN' ArPETITE — A 

NER AND A BONNE BOUCIIE. 

The brigadier and myself remained behind to discuss 
the general bearings of this unexpected event. 

“ Your rigid demand for motives, my good sir,” I re- 
marked, “reduces the Lcaplow political morality very 
much, after all, to tlie level of the social-stake system of 
our part of the world.” 

“They both depend on the crutch of personal interests, 
it is true ; though tlicre is, between them, the difference 
of the interests of a part and of the interests of the 
whole.” 

“And could a part act less commcndably than tlio 
whole appear to have acted in this instance ? ” 

“ You forget that Leaplow, just at this moment, 's 
under a moral eclipse. I shall not say these eclipses do 
not occur often, but they occur quite as frequently in 
other parts of the region, as they occur here. AVe have 
three great modes of controlling monikin affairs, namely, 
the one, the few', and the many” — 

“ Ih’ccisely the same classification exists among men 1” 

I interrupted. 

“ Some of our improvements arc reflected backward ; 
twilight following as well as preceding the sun,' quite 
coolly returned the brigadier. “ d\ e think that the many 
come nearest to balancing the evil, althovigh we are far 
from believing even them to be immaculate. Admitting 
that the tendencies to w'rong arc equal in the three sys- 
tems (which we do not, however, for we think' our own 
has the least), it is contended that the many escape one 
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groat source of oppression ainl injustice, by escapin" the 
onerous i.rovisions wiiich physical weakness is coini.ellc 
to make, in order to protect itself a^^Minst pliy>ical 


streugtli.” 

“This is reversing a very prevalent opinion among 
men, sir, who usually maintain that the tyranny of the 
many is the worst sort of all tyrannies.” 

“ This opinion has got abroad simply because the lion 
has not been permitted to draw his own picture. As 
cruelty is commonly the concomitant of cowardice, so is 
(ippression nine times out of ten the result of weakness. 
It is natural for the few to dread the many, while it is not 
natural for the many to «lread the few. Tiien, under in- 
rlitUvions iti which the many rule, certain great priueijiles 
tliat are foumh'd on natural justice, as a matter of course, 
are openly recoguizucl ; and it is rare, indeed, that thi y do 
not. more or less, influence the public acts. On llie other 
liand, the control of a few reepnres that these same tnitlis 
should be either mystilied or entirely smolhcied : and tlie 
consequence is injustice.” 

“Hut, admitting all your maxims, brigadier, as regards 
the few and the many, you must yourself allow that here, 
in your beloved Lcapluw itself, monikhis consult their 
own interests ; and this, after all, is acting on the fun- 
damental principle of the great European social-.stako 
system.” 

“iMeaning that the goods of the world ought to ho the 
test of political power. Hy the sad confusion which ex* 
ists among us, at this niovnent. Sir John, you must per- 
ceive that we are not exactly under the most sahUary of 
all possible inlluences. 1 take it that the great deshleratum 
of society is to be governed by certain great moral truths. 
Ihc inferences and corollaries of these truths are princi- 
ples which come of Heaven. Now, agreeably to the monikiu 
dogmas, the love of money is ‘ of the earth, earthy ; ’ .ind, 
.at the first blush, it would not seem to ae quite safe to 
receive sueli an inducement as the governing motive of 
one monikin, ami. by a pretty fair induction, it would 
fccem to bo equally unwise to admit it for a good many. 
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You will remeraber, also, that when none but the rich 
have authority, they control not only their own property, 
hut that of others who have less. Your principle sup- 
poses, that in taking care of his own, the elector of wealth 
must take care of what belongs to the rest of the com- 
munity; but our experience shows that a monikin can be 
particularly careful of himself, anti singularly negligent of 
his neighbor. Therefore do we hold that money is a bad 
foundation for power.” 

“ You unsettle everything, brigadier, without finding 8 
Bubstitute.” 

» Simply because it is easy to unsettle everything and 
very ditlicult to find substitutes. But, as respects tho 
base of society, I merely doubt the wisdom of setting up 
a qualification* that wc all know depends on an unsound 
principle. I much fear, Sir Jonn, that, so long as monikins 
arc monikins, we shall never be quite perfect ; and as to 
your social-stake system, I am of opinion that as society 
is composed of all. it may be well to bear what all have 

to say about its management.” 

“ Many men, aiul, I dare say, many monikins. are not 
to be trusted even with the management of their own 

concerns.” 

« Verr true ; but it does not follow that other men, or 
other monikins, will lose sight of their own interests on 
this account, if vested with the right to act as their sub- 
stitutes. You have been long enough a legislator, now, 
to liave got some idea how dlincult it is to make even a 
direct and responsible representative respect entirely the 
interests and wishes of his constituents ; and the fact will 
show you how little he will he likely to think of others, 
who believes that he acts as their master and not as then 


servant.” 

‘‘The amount of all this, brigadier, is that you have 
little faith in monikin disinterestedness, in any shape ; 
that you believe he who is intrusted with power will 
abuse it ; and, therefore, you choose to divide the trust, in 
order to divide the abuses; that the love of money is an 
eartiiy ’ quality, and not to be cunlided in as the con* 
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trolling power of a state ; and, finally, that laC cocial- 
stake system is radically wrong, inasmuch as it is no inoie 
than carrying out a principle that is in itself detective. 

My companion gaped, like one content to leave ilio 
matter there. 1 wished him a good morning, and walk- 'l 
ui>-stairs in (picst of Noah, whose carnivorous looks had 
given mc consttlerahle uneasiness. Ihc captain was out , 
and. after searching for him in the streets for an hour or 
two, I returned to our abode fatigued and hungry. 

At no great distance from our own drior. I met .Judge 
People’s Friend, shorn and dcjccicd, and 1 stopped to say 
a kind word, before going U[) the ladder. It was rpiiio 
impossihlo to see a genilemun, whom one hud met in goo<l 
society and in better fortunes, with every hair shaveil from 
Ids body, his apology for a tail still sore from its recent 
amputation, and Ids entire mien expressive of republican 
humility, without a desire to condole witli him. 1 ex- 
pressed my regrets, therefore, as succinctly as possible, 
imcouraging him with the hope of seeing a new cover- 
ing of down before long, but delicately abstaining from 
any allusion (o llio cauda, whose loss I knew was irre- 
trievable. To my great surprise, liowever, the judge an- 
swered cheerfully ; discarding, for the moment, every ap- 
pearance of self-aliasemeni ami mortilication. 

** flow is this:'” I cried ; “you are not ihcn miser- 
able?” 


“ Very far from it, Sir .Tolin — I never was in better 
spirits, or bad better prospects, in my life.” 

I remembered the extraordinary manner in which the 
brigadier had saved Noah’s head, and was fully resolved 
not to be astonished at tiny maidfestation of monikiu iii- 
gimuity. Still, I could not forbear demanding an ex- 
planation. 


*' by, it may seem odd to you. Sir .Tobn. to find a poli- 
tician, who is apparently in tlie depths of despair, really 
ou the eve of a glorious preferment. Such, however, ij 
in fact my case. In Leaplow, humility is everything. 
Tlie monikin who will Uikc caro aud repeat sulficientlv 
olteu that he is just the poorest devil geing, that ho ij 
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absolutely unfit for even the meanest employment in the 
land, and in other respects ought to bo hooted out of so- 
ciety, may very safely consider himself in a fair way to be 
elevated to some of the dignities he declares himself the 
least fitted to fill.” 

“ In such a case, all he will liave to do, then, will be to 
make his choice, and denounce himself loudest toiching 
his especial disriualifications for that very station ?” 

“ You are apt, Sir Jolm, and would succeed, if you 
would only consent to remain among us!” said the judge, 
winking. 

“1 begin to see into your management — after all, you 
are neitlier miserable nor ashamed ? ” 

“ Not tlie least in the world. It is of more importance 
for monikins of my calibre to seem to be anything than 
to be it. My feilow-citizeys are usually satisfied with 
this sacriiice ; and, now principle is eclipsed, nothing is 
easier.” 

“ But how happens it, judge, that one of your surpris- 
ing dexteriiy and agility should be caught tripping ? I 
liad thought you particularly expert, and infallible in all 
the gyrations, l^erhaps tbe little allair of the caudu has 

leaked out ? ” 

The judge laughed in my face. 

“ I see you know little of us, after all. Sir John. Ileio 
have we proscribed cauda, as anti-republican, both public 
ojtinions sotting their faces against tliem; and yet a mon- 
ikin may wear one abroad a mile long with iini)unity, if 
he will just submit to a new dock when be comes borne, 
and swear that he is the most miserable wretch going. 
If he can throw in a favorable word, too, touching the 
T^eaplow cats and dogs — Lord bless you, sir ! tliey would 
I ardon treason ! ” 

I begin to comprehend your policy, judge, if not your 
jiolity. Lcaplow being a popular government, it becomes 
necessary that its public agents .sliould be popular too. 
Now, as monikins naturally delight in their own excel 
icnces, nothing so disposes them to give credit to another 
as liis professions that he is worse than themselves. 
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The iu'lae norhlcd and grinned. ir ^ 

“ But anothtr word, dear sir ; as you feel }onrs(j 
strained to commend the cats and dogs of Lcapluu, do 
you belong to that school of philocats, who take their 
fevenge for their amenity to the .luadrupeds, by berating 

their fellow-creatures?” , , . xt Ua 

The iudge started, and glanced about him as if -i • 

dreaded a thief-taker. Then earnestly imploring xe .o 

respect his situation, he added in a whisper, that the suh- 

iect of the people was sacred with him. that he raie y 

spoke of them without a reverence, and that his favoralde 

sentiments in relation to the cats and dop were not <le- 

pendent on any particular merits of the annuals themsehes, 

but merelv because they were the people’s cats and dogs. 

rearl'ul that I might say something still more disagrceahie. 

tlio iud"-e ha>tened to take his leave, and I never .saw him 

afterward. 1 make no doubt, however, that in good time 

his hair grew as lie grew again into tavor. and that he 

found the means to exhibit the proper lenglli of tail on all 

buitahle occasions. 

A crowd in the street now caught my attention, 
approaching it, a colleague who was there was 

enough to explain its can>e. 

It would seem that certain Lcajdiighers had 
travelling in Leaplow ; and, not sati-'.lied with this liberty, 
tliey had actually written hooks concerning things that 
they had seem, aiul things that they had not seen. As ic- 
spects the latter, neither of the public opinions was very 
sensitive, allhough many of them rellecled on the Great 
National Allegory and the sacred rights of monikins ; hut 
as respects the former, there was a very lively excitement. 
The-'.e writers had the audacity to say that the Leaplowers 
had cut olf all their caudic^ and the whole community was 
convulsed at an outrage so unprecedeuted. It was ono 
thing to take such a step, and another to have it pro- 
claimeil to the world in hooks. If the Leaplowers had no 
tails, it w’as clearly their own fault. Nature hud formed 
them with tails. They had bobbed themselves on a 
republican principle ; and uo one's principles ought to be 


On 
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thrown into his face, in this rude manner, more especially 
during a moral eclipse. 

Tlie dispensers of the essence of lopped tails threatened 
vengeance ; caricaturists were put in requisition ; some 
grinned, some menaced, some swore, and all read ! 

I left the crowd, taking the direction of my door again, 
pondering on this singular state of society, in which a 
peculiarity that had been deliberately and publicly adopted, 
should give rise to a sensitiveness of a character so un- 
usual. I very well knew that men are commonly more 
ashamed of natural imperfections than liiose wliich, in a 
great measure, depend on themselves ; but then men are, 
in their own estimation at least, placed hy nature at \lie 
head of creation, and in that capacity it is reasonable to 
suppose they will be jealous of their natural privileges. 
The present case was rather Lcaplow tlian generic; and 1 
could only account for it, by supposing that nature 
had j)laced certain nerves in the wrong part of the Leap- 
low anatomy. 

On entering the house, a strong smell of roasted meat 
saluted my nostrils, causing a very unphilosophical pleas- 
ure to the olfactory nerves, a pleasure which acted very 
directly, too, on the gastric juices of the stomach. lu 
plain English, I had very sensible evidence that it was not 
enough to transport a man to the mouikin region, send 
liim to parliament, and keep him on nuts for a week, to 
render him exclusively ethereal. I found it was vain “ to 
kick against the pricks.” The odor of roasted meat was 
stronger than all the facts just named, and 1 was fain to 
abandon philosopliy, and surrender to the belly. I de- 
scended incontinently to the kitchen, guided by a sense no 
more spiritual than that which directs the hound in the 
c liasc 

On opening the door of our refectory, such a delicious 
perfume greeted the nose, that I melted like a romantic 
girl at tlie murmur of a waterfall, and. losing sight of all 
the sublime truths so lately acquired, 1 was guilty of the 
particular human weakness which is usually described as 
having the “ mouth water.” 
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The seale. haa qui« taken leave of 

raish"of'.'o:lte!rmeat was lying heiove him, 
""^r'hi- ev"S faiilv "-larea as he tnrneil them from ine to 

a'evtnUn a w.^- To renJor it a little .lonl-tful whether 

!v s a welcome v’isitor. lint that honest ohl ,,r.neii..e of 
le^n^n ::ttieh never refuses to share -1.-^ - 

a.xient messmate, got the better even of h.s ' ■ 

“ Sit down. Sir .lohn,” the eapbiin erietl. Without oca in 

to masticate, “ and make no hones of it. lo own the lac , 
the latter arc almost as good as the llesh. I never taste.l 

a sweclor morsel!" < „ 

I (lul not wait for a second invitation, llic reader may 

be sure ; and in less than ten minutes the didi was as clear 
as a table that had been swept by harpies. As this woik 
is intended for one in which truth is n-.dly icpectcd. I 
.hall avow that 1 do not rcmcml>er any culuyution ot sen- 
timent which gave me half so much salislaclion as iliat 
short and hnnicl repast. I look hack lo it, oven now, as 
to the very iVc((/ of a dinner! Its fault was in tho 

ouantit}-, and not in ([ualily. 

I gazed greedily about for more. Just then, I caught a 
glimpse of a face that seemed looking at me with melan- 
choly reproach. The truth Hashed upon me in a Hood 
of honihle remorse. Hushing upon Noah like a tiger, 
I seized him by the throat, and cried, in a voice of 

despair, — 

“ Cannibal ! what hast thou done ?" 

“ Loosen your grip, Sir John — \vc do not relish these 


hugs at Stunin’tun.” 

“Wretch! thou hast made me the participator of thy 
crime ! We liave eaten Hrigadier Downright! " 

“ Loosen, Sir John, or human natur’ will rebel.” 

Monster! give nj) thy unholy repast — dost not seo a 
million reproaches in the eyes of the innocent victim of thy 
insatiable appetites?” 

“ Cast oil, Sir John, cast off, while we are friends ; I 
,\are not if 1 have swallowed all the brigadiers in Leap- 
low — off haud.s ! ” 
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“ Never, monster ! until thou disgorgesfe thy unholy 

meal ! 

Noah could endure no more ; but, seizing me by the 
throat, ou the retaliating principle, I soon had some SQcl) 
sensations as one would be apt to feel if liis gullet were in 
a vice. I shall not attempt to describe very minutely tho 
miracle that followed. Hanging ought to be an effectual 
remedy for many delusions ; for, in my case, the bowstring 
J was under certainly did wonders in a very short time. 
Gradually the whole scene changed. First came a mist, 
then a vertigo ; and finally, as the captain relaxed his 
hold, objects appeared in new forms, and instead of being 
in our lodgings in Bivouac, I found myself in my old 
apartment in the Rue de Rivoli, Paris. 

“ King ! ” exclaimed Noah, wlio stood before me, red 
in the face with exertion ; “ this is no hoy’s play, and if 
it’s to be repeated, I shall use a lashing! M liere would 
l>e the harm, Sir John, if a man had eaten a monkey ? ” 

Astonisiiment kept me mute. Kvery object, just as I 
had left it the morning we started for London, ou our way 
to Louiihigli, was there. A table, in the centre of tho 
room, was covered with sheets of paper closely written 
over, wliich, on examination, 1 found contained this manu- 
scripc as far as the last chapter. Botli tlie captain and 
myself were attired as usual \ \ a hi Purisien^ and he a hi 
Stunin’tun. A small ship, very ingeniously made, and 
vei’y accurately rigged, lay on tlio lloor, with “ AValrus 
written on her stern. As my bewildered eye caught a 
glimpse of tliis vessel, Noah informed me that, liaving 
nothing to do except to look after my welfare (a imlite 
way of characterizing liis ward over my person, as I after- 
wards found), he had employed his leisure in constructing 

t!»e toy. 

All was inexplicable. There was really the smell of meat, 
I had also that peculiar sensation of fullness which is apt to 
succeed a dinner, and a dish well filled with bones was in 
plain view. I look up one of the latter, in order to ascer- 
lain its genus. Tlic captain kindly informed me that it was 
Ihe remains of a pig. which it hud cost liiin a great deal of 
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,r..ble to obtain, ,a. tbc F.cncb vinwcl the act o^eatinj a 
nifT -IS very ^css heinous tlnui t))e act of catni . 
S>;,V,eious\,egan to trouble me, an.l 1 now -mncl to look 

for he head an.l reproachful eye of the briga.be.. 

it l.ea.l war where I ha.l jurt before seen it, v.s.b e 
over the top of a trunk ; but it was so tar raise.I as to .n- 
Jlile me to see that it was still plante.l on its 
second look enabled me to disting.nsh the inc.btam e, pb 1- 
osophical countenance of Dr. Ueasono, who was still in t o 

liussar-iacket an.l petticoat, though, being in the 

ha.l very properly laid aside the Spanish hat with bedraggloil 

'"ttoveraent followed in the antechamber, and a l.urrie.l 
conversation, in a low, earnest tone, succee.le.l, 1 be captain 
disappeared, and joine.l the speakers. I listened intently, 
blit coul.l not catch any of the intonations of a .li.de. t 
fouii.le.l on the decimal principle. Prcseiilly the d.mr 

opened, an.l Dr. Etberiiigton sto.id before me ! _ 

The g.i.)d divine rega.d.-.l mo long an.l carneslly. I ears 
fdle.l his eyes, and, stretching out both hands toward me, ho 


asketl. — 

•• Do you know tnc, .Tuck ? ” 

“ Know YOU, Ooiiv sir! Why shouM T not?’* 

“ Ami «\o you forgive me. «lcur l>oy ?” 

“ For whut, sir ? I urn sure, \ have most reason to 

m.iiul your panlon for a ihousaml follies. 

Ah ! the letter — the unkind — the inconsiderate let- 


ter!” 

'' I not h:\(l IV letter from you, sir, in a twelvemonth ; 

the last was anything hnt unkind.” 

•• Thouuh Anna wrote, it was at my dictation.” 

I passed a hand over my brow, and hud dawuings of 
the truth. 

“ Anna ? ” 

‘‘ Is he *^3 — in Paris — and miserable — most miserable ! 
— on your aojounU” 

Every particle of monikinity that w.as left in my system 
instandy gave way to a Hood of human sensation*. 

“ Let me riy to her, dear sir — a moment is an age ! ” 
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“ Not just yet, my boy. "We have much to say to each 
other, nor is she iu this notch To-morrow, when both are 
better j)repare(l, you sliall meet.” 

“ Add, never to separate, sir, aud I will be patient as a 

lamb.” 

“ Never to separate, I believe it will be better to say. 

I hugged my venerable guardian, and found a delicious 
relief from a most oppressive burden of sensations, iu a how 
of tears. 

i)r. Etherington soon led me into a calmer tone of mind, 
in me course of the day, many matters were discussed and 
settled. I was told tluit Captain Puke hud been a good 
nurse, though in a sealing fashion ; and tliat tlie least I cmild 
do was to send him back to Stunin’tun, free of cost, ihis 
was agreed to, and tlie wortiiy but dogmatical mariner was 
promised the means of fitting out a new “ Debby aud 
Dolly.” 

“ These philosophers Iiad better be presented to some 
academy,” observed the doctor, smiling, as he pointed to the 
fiuiiily of amiable strangers, “ being already F- U. D. G. E.’s 
and II. 0. A. X.’s. Mr. Keasono, iu particular, is unlit Iwr 

ordinary society.” 

“ Do witli them as you please, my more than father. Let 
the poor animals, however, be kept from physical sutfering. 

“ Attention shall be paid to all their wants, both physical 

and moral.” 

“ And in a day or two we shall proceed to the rectory 

The day after to-morrow, if you have strength.” 

“ And to-morrow ? ” 

“Anna will see you.” 

And tlie next day ? ” 

Nay, not quite so soon, Jack ; but the moment wo tnink 
you perfectly restored, she shall sliare your fortunes foi the 
of your common probatiou.” 
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ES;ri ASA FIONA — A 

SIGNS, 


l.KAVI. -TAKING l.OVE 

hUT NO i*i;Nni.Nci:. 


CONFF.9- 


A NIGHT of swuct ivpo>e K-a me refreshe.l. an.! «ilh a 
pulse that aenotcl less a-matiou than on tlm precocli^^ .lay. 
I awoke early, ha.l a bath, ami sent for Captain 1 oke to 
take his cotVee with mo. b.'f.ne we parte.l ; for it luul been 
BCttlo.l, the previous evcnin*:, that he was to proceed towaul 
Slnnin'tun forthwith. My ohl messmate, colleairuc, co- 
a.lvcntnrer, and fellow-traveller, was not sl.)W in obeying the 
summons. I confess his presence was a comfort to me, lor 
I di.l not like looking at objects that had been so inex- 
plicably replaced before my eyes, unsupported by the coun- 
tenance of one who had gone through so many grave scenes 


in my company. 

“This has been a very extraordinary voyage of ovirs, 
Captain Poke,” I remarked, after the worthy sealer had 
Bwallow'cd sixteen eggs, an omelet, seven cutelcttes^ and divers 
accessories. “ Do you think of publishing your private 
journal? ” 

“ Why, in my opinion, Sir John, the less that either o^us 
says of the v’y’ge the better.” 

“Aid why so? We have bad the discoveries of Colum- 
bus, Cook, Vancouver, and Hudson — why not those of 
Captain Poke? ” 

“ To own the truth, we sealers do not like to speak of 
our cruising grounds — and, as for these monikiiis, after all, 
what are they good for? A thousand of them wouldn’t 
make a quart of ’ile, and by all accounts their fur is worth 
next to nothin’.” 

“ Do you account their philosophy for nothing ? and theif 
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jurisprudence ? — you, who were so near losing your head, 
and who did actually lose your tail, by the axe of the execu- 
tioner ? ” 

Noah placed a hand behind him, fumbling about the seat 
of reason, with evident uneasiness. Satislied that no harm 
had ►een done, he very coolly placed half a mutRn in what 
ho called his “ provision hatchway.” 

“ You will give me this pretty model of our good old 
Walrus, captain ? ” 

“ Take it, o’ Heaven’s sake, Sir John, and good luck to 
you with it. You, who give me a full-grown schooner, will 
be but poorly paid with a toy.” 

‘ Its as like the dear old craft as one pea is like an- 
other ! ” 

“ I dare say it may be. I never knew a model that 
hadn’t suthin’ of the original in it.” 

“ Well, my good shipmate, we must part. You know I 
am to go and see the lady who is soon to be my wife, and 
the diligence will be ready to take you to Havre, before I 
return.” 

“ God bless you ! Sir John — God bless you !” Noah 
blew Ins nose till it rung like a I'lencli horn. I thought 
his little coals of eyes were glittering, too. more than com- 
mon, most probably with moisture. You’re a droll navi- 
gator, and make no more of the ice than a colt makes of a 
rail. Hut though the man at the wheel is not always awake 

tlie heart seldom sleeps.” 

“ When the Debhy and Dolly is fairly in the water, you 
will do me the pleasure of letting me know it.” 

“ Count on me, Sir John. Before we part, 1 have, how- 
ever, a small favor to ask.” 

*' Name it.” 

Here Noah drew out of liis pocket a sort of lasso relievo 
carved in i)ine. It represented Neptune armed with a har- 
poon instead of a trident; the capUiin alw.ays contending 
that the god of the seas sliould never carry the latter, but 
that, ill its place, lie should be armed either with the weapon 
he had given him, or with a boat-hook. On the right of 
Neptune was au English geutlemau holdiug out a bag of 
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On tl.e o„.e.- .a, a fe.nnle . ^ t IV 

r w:.^ z ™;d:^;;":!dd:;: "invn,.ini,w ..e co,,.. 

pauion of n-’erit in the arts, asked 'o '^ve a co|.y 

nf lids design idaccd on the schooners stein. It nonl l 
hive bee, rohurlish to refuse such a coniplinient ; and 1 noiv 

oireied Nouh niv litiml, as llic time fur parting i.i< j 

The sealer grasped me rather lightly, and seemed disposed 

to sav more lliaii a<licu. t i . *» 

“You are uoing to see an angel, Sir 'lolin 
“ How! i>o von know anytli'mg of Mi.ss htlionngtoii . 

» 1 shouia ko blind as an old bumboaL cUe. During uur 

late v’v’'' 0 . 1 saw her often.” . 

“ 'liiis is strange ! Uul tlicrc is ovUlently something on 

VOiir mind, my friend ; speak freely. 

“ Well, then. Sir John, talk of anything hut of our v y ge, 

to the dear crillur. 1 do not think she is quite prepared 
vet to hoar of all the wonders wc saw.” 

■ I promised to be Iinident ; and the captain, sliakiiig me 
cordially by the hand, linaliy wi>hed me farewell. iiiere 
wove some rude touches of feeling in ids manner, which re- 
acted on certain chords in my own sy.>;tem ; an<l he Irid been 
uonc several minutes before 1 recollected that it was time to 
go to the Hotel de Castile. Too impatient to wait for a 
carriage, I flew along the streets on foot, believing ihat my 
own ffery speed would outstrip the zigzag movement of a 
iiucre or a cabrioh-t de phice. 

Dr. Dthcrington met me at the door of Ins appartement^ 

im.l led me to an inner room williout speaking, lleie lie 

stood gazing, for some time, iu my face, with puternal con- 
cern. 

“ Slie expects you, Jack, and helic\es that you rang the 
hell.” 

“ So much the better, dear sir. Let us not lose a mo- 
ment ; let mo fly and throw inyself at her feet, and iiuploro 
her pardon.” 

“ For what, my good boy ? * 
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“ For believing that any social-stake can equal that which 
a man feels in the nearest, dearest ties of eariii ! ” 

The excellent rector smiled, but he wislied to curb my 
impatifnce. 

“ Vou have already every stake in society, Sir John 
Goldencalf,” he answered, — assuming the air which human 
beings have, by a general convention, settled shall be digni* 
fled, — “ that anv reasonable man can desire. The large 
fortune left by your late father, raises you, in this respect, 
to the height of the richest in the land ; and now that you 
are a baronet, no one will dispute your claim to participate 
in the councils of the nation. It W’ould perhaps be better, 
did your creation date a century or two nearer the com* 
menceinent of the monarchy ; but, in this age of innova- 
tions, we must take tilings as they are, and not as we might 
wish to liave them.” 

I rubbed my forehead, for the doctor had incidentally 
thrown out an embarrassing idea. 

“ On your principle, my dear sir, society would he obliged 
to begin with its great-grandfathers to qualify itself for its 
own government.” 

“ Pardon me. Jack, if I have said anything disagreeable 
— no doubt all will come right in heaven. Anna will be 
uneasy at our delay.” 

This suggestion drove all recollection of the good rector’s 
social-stake system, which was e.xaclly the converse of the 
social-stake system of my late ancestor, quite out of my 
head. Springing forward. I gave him reason to see that he 
would have no firther trouble in changing the subject. 
When we liad passed an antecliambcr. he pointed to a door 
and. admonisliing me to be prudent, withdrew. 

j\ly liand trembled as it touched the door-knob, but tlie 
lock yielded. Anna was standing in the middle of the 
room (she had heard my footsteps), an image of w'omanly 
loveliness, womanly faitli, and womanly feeling. By a 
desperate efTort, she was, however, mistress of her emotions 
Though lier pure soul seemed willing to fly to meet me, 
she obviously i*estraine<l the Impidse, in order to spare mj 
nerves. 
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«Dear Jack!” an.l both l.or soft, white, pretty liltlo 

"'“'I'rus be tranquH, J;icU, an.l if po^-iblo, cndeavr to 
be reasonalilo, too.” n.. .11^ 

•• If 1 thought this couhl really cost one hahituall} <Ih* 

erect as you au elhu t, Auna ! ^ 

“Cue habitually Ji^erect as I is as likely to feel strong-y 

on meeting an oM tiieiui, as anolluu. 

“ I think it wouhl make me perfectly happy, couhl I sco 

thee weep.” . /i » < 

As if waithif^ for this hint. Anna burst into a lloo.l ot 

tears. I was frigbtene.l, for her sobs became hysterical anJ 
convulsed. Those precious scutimeuts which had been so 
lour^ imprisoned iu lier gentle bosom, obtained the mastery, 
ainfl was well pahl for my scllishness, by experiencing an 
alarm little less violent than liev own outpouring of feeling. 

Touching the incidents, emotions, and language of llio 
next half hour, it is not my intciuion to be very communi- 
cative. Anna was ingenuous, unreserved, and, it I might 
judge by the rosy blndics that sutrused her sweet faee, 
and the manner in which she extricated hcrselt from my 
protecting arms, I believe I must add, she deeine(l her- 
self indiscreet in that she had been so unreserved and in- 


genuous. 

“ We can now converse more calndy. Jack,” the <lcar 
creature resumed, after she had erased the signs of emotion 
from her clieeks — “ more calmly, if not more sensibly.” 

“ The wisdom of Solomon is not half so precious ;ls the 
words I have just heard — and as for the music ot tlie 
spheres ” — 

“ It is a melody that angels only enjoy.” 

“ And art not thou an angel ? ” 

“ Ko, Jack, only ,a poor, confiding girl ; one instinct with 
the aflections and weaknes«^es of her sex, and one wliom it 
must he your part to sustain and direct. If we begin by 
‘tailing eacli other by these superhuman epithets, we may 
awake from tlie delusion sooner than ii’ we commence with 
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believing ourselves to be no otlier than what we really are. 
I love you for your kind, excellent, and generous heart, 
Jack ; and as for these poetical beings, they are rather pro* 
veibial, I believe, for having no hearts at all.” 

As Anna mildly checked my exaggeration of language — 
after ten years of marriage I am unwilling to admit there 
was any exaggeration of idea — she placed her little velvet 
hand in mine again, smiling away all the severity of the 
reproof. 

“ Of one thing I think you may rest perfectly assured, 
dear girl,” I resumed, after a moment’s reflection. “ All my 
old opinions concerning expansion and contraction are radi- 
tally changed. I have canded out the principle of the 
{.ocial-stake system in the extreme, and cannot say that I 
have been at all satisfied with its success. At this moment 
1 am the proprietor of vested interests which are scattered 
over half the world. So far from finding that I love my 
aiud any more for all these social stakes, I am compelled to 
«ee that the wish to protect one, is constantly driving me 
mu: ‘•»cts of injustice against all the others. There is some- 
thing wrong, depend on it, Auua, iu the old dogmas of the 
political economists ! ” 

“ I know little of these things. Sir John, hut to one igno- 
rant as myself, it would appear tliat tlie most certain security 
for the I'igliteous exercise of power is to be found in just 
principles.” 

“ If available, beyond a question. They who contend 
that the deliascd and ignorant are unfit to express tlicir 
oj)iiiions concerning the public weai, arc obliged to own 
that they can only be restrained by force. Now, .as knowl- 
edge is j)ower, their first precaution is to keep them igno- 
rant ; and then they quote this very ignorance, with all its 
debasing consequences, as an argument against tlieir par- 
ticipating in authority with themselves. I believe there 
can be no safe medium between a frank admission of the 
whole principle ” — 

“ You should rt-:j;cml-i:', dear Goldcncalf, that tins is a 
subject on which I know but little. It ought to be sulfi- 
sient for us that we find things as they are ; if change ii 
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«eccssa,y, we 

« - r 

r 'iiri 

„ 0 t tempt me to ,„ olo.,g her ^ ,;„,,, , 

■‘■-i:;i::::.t:!;;:o;"t:r:ohtiehaesto.,^ 

io lu n . 1 ,*’ tlif» <lo-ir irirl aMsweri'u, liutk- 

- ".' :::;;;;:rrr'::;:' ;• ;■:;; 

itr :,;:■ If:? »”™» ” 

„ur permits .s tniinv of the gon.ts of life n3 possilile ; h it 

1 .1- 1 Iwl- tint tlie Ill-art ullieli loves ohO truly, 'Mil 

^r::i ihc' “ihsposci. to eutertnii. Uma.hehiigs 

’'’'lTJ::";;X;iuhe hml ^^ 0 ., me. m„l we now hepin 
to filU a little more like people of the woikl, coin- ■ nii'„ 
our movements. The interview lasteil an hour longer, 
when the good doctor interposed and sent me home, to pr. 

pure for our return to Km.ii1uu<1. 

In a 'veeU 've 'vvre a^u.iu ui the oM i.lai.a ; 

l,er father nrneoe.lea to the reetmy. 'vhile 'vas K-tt in 
town, buj,iea witli lawyer.^ au-l looking alter the re.ulu o 

mv nvunevous iiivc>tnK*iits. 

Contrary to 'vhat many l-vple will he apt to supi>o?e, 
most of them haa been sueeesaul ; on the whole, 1 "na 
richer for the a.lventures. ana with such ,unspe.-ts ue.vm- 
n-mviiKT the riass, 1 Inul little aillieuUy m ais(.osmg ol thmn 
to aavimta^e. The proceeas. tngether with a large balance 
of aiviaeuils tbat IkuI accruea iluring my ab>enee. wmo 
’odgea with my banker, ana 1 uavertisea foi further lauaetl 

'''io'o\'ang the taste of Anna, I purchasea one of those 
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town residences wliich look out on St. James’s Park, where 
the sight of fragrant shrubbery and verdant fields will be 

. » I r serene eyes, during the period of what 

IS called a Loridou winter — or from the Easter holidays 
to mitlsummer. 

^ I had a hjng and friendly interview with my Lord 
1 ledge, who was not u man to abandon a ministry, but who 
continued in place Justus active, as respectable, as logical, 
and useful as ever. Indeed, so conspicuous was lie for the 
thiid of these qualities, that I caught myself peeping, once 
or twice, to see if he were actually destitute of a cauda. 
lie gave me the comfortable assurance that all had gone on 
well in parliament during my absence, politely intimating, 
at the same time, that he did not believe 1 had been missed. 
We settled certain preliminaries together, which will be ex- 
jilained in the next chapter ; when I hurried, on the winga 
of love, alius, in a post-chaise and four, tow'ard the rectory, 
and to the sweetest, kindest, gentlest, truest girl in an island 
w'hich has so many of the sweet, the kind, the gentle, aud 
J:e Gtjo. 
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CHAPTER XXXT. 

BLT3S — THE BEST INVESTMENT IN SOCIETT — T’T'* 
UESCLT OF MECC EXPEUIEXCK, AND TUE END. 


That cUy tu'o months found mo at the rectory of Tenth 
pig, the happiest man in ICnglaiul. T!'.e season had ad- 
vanced to tlie middle of July, a. .a the slirahhery near the 
how-window of my excellent father-in-law’s library was in 
full venlure. The plant, in parti«'ular, whose flowers had 
so Well emulatC'l the bloom of Anna’s cheek, was rioting in 
the luxuriance of renewc«l fortilitv, its odors stealing gentlv 
over the senses of mv young wife and mv>elf, as we sal 
alone, enioving the IjoIv calm of a line summer morning, 
and that <lelieious h.appiness wliieh is apt to render the bliss 
of tlie first months of a well-assorted uniou almost pal- 
pable. 

Anna was seate^l so near the witidow that iho tints of the 
rose-hush sutVused her sjiotless robe, ien«leriiig her whole 
figure a perfect picture of that attractive creature the poets 
have so often sung — a Mushing bride. Tlie cpiiet light had 
to traverse a wilderness of sweets before it fell on her bland 
features, every polisheil lineament of wliich was elotpiont 
of felicity, and yet, if it he not a contradiction, 1 would also 
add, not entirely without the shadow of thougiit. She was 
never more lovely, and I had never known her so subdued 
and tender, as within the last half hour. AVc had heon 
speaking without reserve, of the past, and Anna had just 
faithfully described the extreme sufrering with which she 
had complied with the command of the good rector, in 
writing the letter that had so corajiletely unmanned me. 

“ I ought to have known you bettor, love, than to sus- 
pect you of the act,'’ I rejoined to one of her eamcot prut- 
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estations of regret, and gazing fondly into those eyes which 
have so much of the serenity, as tliey have the liues, of 
heaven. “ You never yet were so unkind to one who was 
offensive ; much less could you willingly have plotted this 
cruelty to one you regard ! ” 

Anna could no longer control herself, but her cheeks 
were wetted with tne usual signs of feeling in her sci. 
Tlien smiling in the midst of this little outbreaking of 
w’o.aanly sensibility, her countenance became playful and 
radiant. 

That letter ought not to he altogctlier proscribed, 
neither, Jack. Had it not been written, you would never 
have visited Leaphigh, nor Lcaplow, nor have seen any of 
tliose wonderful spectacles which are here recorded.” 

The dear creature laid her liand on a roll of manuscript 
which she had just returned to me, after its perusal. At 
tlic same time, her face flushed, as vivid and trausient feel* 
injis are reflected from the features of the innocent and 
ingenuous, and she made a faint ellbrt to laugh. 

I passed a hand over my brow, for whenever this subject 
is alluded to between us, I invariably feel that llicre is a 
species of mistiness, in and about the region of thought. I 
was not displeased, liowever, for 1 knew that a heart which 
loved so truly would not willingly cause me pain, nor would 
one habitually so gentle and considerate, utter a syllable 
that she might have reason to think W’ould seriously dis- 
please. 

“ Iladst thou been with me, love, that journey would 
always be remembered as one of the pleasantest events of 
my life, for, wliile it liad its pei ils and its disagreeables, it 
had also its moments of extreme satisfaction.” 

“You will never be an adept iu political saltation, 
Jolin ! ” 

“ Perhaps not ; but here is a document that will render 

it less neccssai-y than formerly.” 

I threw her a packet which had been received that morn- 
ing from town, by a special messenger, but of wlioso con- 
tents I Iiad not yet spoken. Anna was too young a wife 
to c^en it without an approving look from my fond eye 
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On olancin- over its contents, sl.e perceive, 1 that I was 
to 'tlie House of IVcrs liy H.o title of Viscount 
HouselioWor. Tlie purchase of three more horoiii: is, and 
the hilluciice of iny old fiieiid Lord I'ledue, ha.l done 

“ The sweet "Irl looked pleased, for I helleve it is in fe- 
male nature to-like to he a viscountess: hut, throwing her- 
eelf into my arms, she protested that her joy was at my 

eleviltion and not at !ier own. 

“ 1 owed YOU this eiVort, Anna, as some acknowlcdgmen 

for your faiili and disiuterestedness in the uiluir ot Lord 
M’Dee.” 

« And yet. Jack, he had neither liigh cheek-bones, nor 
red hair ; aiui his accent was such as might please a girl 

less caprieious than myself ! ” . , , . 

Tills was said playfully and coqnettishly, hut in a way tfi 
make me feel how near folly woul-i have been to depriving 
me of a treasure, liad the heart 1 so much prized been 
less in-enuous and pure. 1 «lrew the dear creature to my 
bosomras if afraid mv rival yet miglit rob me of her pos- 
session. Anna looked up, smiling through her tears; 
and, making an effort to be calm, slie said, in a voice so 
smothered "as to prove how delicate she felt the subject 

to be, — , T » 1 

« "NVe will speak seldom of tins journey, dear John, and 

try to think of the long .and dark journey which is yet be- 
fore us. "We will speak of it. however, for there should ba 

nothing totally concealed between us.” 

1 kissed her serene and humid eyes, and repeated what 
she had just said, syllable for syllable. Anna has not been 
unmindful of her words ; for rarely, indceil, has she touched 
on the past, and then oftener in allusion to her own sor- 
rows. than in reference to my impressions. 

But, while the subject of my voyage to the monikin 
region is, in a measure, forbidden between me and my wife, 
there exists no such restraint as between me and other peo- 
ple. The reader may like to know, therefore, what effect 
this extraordinary adventure has left on my mind, after an 

interval of ten years. 

26—3 
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There have been moments when the whole has appearej 
& dream ; but, on looking back, and comparing it with other 
scenes in which I have been an actor, I cannot perceive 
that this is not quite as indelibly stamped on my memory 
as those. The facts themselves, moreover, are so very like 
what I see daily in the course of occurrence around me, 
that I have come to the conclusion, I did go to Leaphigh 
in the way related, and that I must Iiave been brouglit back 
during the tempoi-ary insanity of a fever. I believe, there- 
fore, that there are such countries as Leaphigh and Leap- 
low ; and after much thought, I am of opinion that great 
justice has here been done to the monikin character in gen- 
eral. 

The result of much meditation on what I witnessed, has 
been to produce sundry material changes in my fbnner 
opinions, and to unsettle even many of the notions in which 
I may be said to have been born and bred. In order to 
consume as little of the reader’s time as possible, I shall 
set down a summary of my conclusions, and tlieii take my 
leave of him, with many thanks for his politeness in read- 
ing what I have written. Before completing my task in 
this Way, however, it will be well to add a word on the 
subject of one or two of my fellow-travellers. 

I never could make up my miud relating to the fact 
whether we did or did not actually eat Brigadier Downright. 
The flesh was so savory, and it tasted so delicious after a 
week of philosophical meditation on nuts, and the recollec- 
tion of its pleasures is so very vivid, that I am iucUned to 
think nothing but a good material dinner could have left 
behind it impressions so lively. I have had many melan- 
choly thoughts on this subject, especially in November; but 
observing that men are constantly devouring each other, in 
one shape or another, I endeavor to make the best of it, 
and to persuade myself that a slight dilTerence in species 
may exonerate me from the imputation of cannibalism. 

I often get letters from Captain Doke. He is not very 
Lxplicit on the subject of our voyage, it is tme ; but, on the 
whole, I have decided tliat the little ship he constructed wai 
^ilt on the model of, and named after, our own Walrus, in 
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Btead of oiir own Walrus bolng built on tho model of^ 
named after, the little ship constructed by Captain 1 oke. 
I keep the latter, therefore, to show my friends as a proot 
of what I tell them, knowing the importance ot visible testi- 
mony with ordinary minds. 

As for Bob and the mates, I never heard any more ot^ 
them. The former most pvohahly continued a ‘‘/ic/.rc, 
until years and experience eiiuhled him to turn the tables 
on humanity, when, as is usually the case with Christians 
he would be very likely to take up the business ot a 
“kicker” wiili so much the greater zeal, on account ot his 


early suilerings. . , j * 

To conclude, my own adventures and observations lead to 

the following inferenees, namely: — 

That every man loves liherly for his own sake, and very 

ft w for the sake of other i)CO[’le. 

That moral saltation is vory necessary to political success 
at Leaplow. and (juite inohahly in many other places.^ 

That civilizatiiiii is very arhitrary. meaning one thing m 
France, another thing at Lea[)higli, and still a third in Dor- 


setshire. 

That there is no sensible diiTerence between motives ri 
tlie polar region and motives anywhere cdse. 

That truth is a comparative and loc;il property, being 
much influenced by circumstances ; particularly by climate 

and by diflerent public opinions. 

That there is no portion of human wisdom so select and 
faultless that it does not contain the seeds of its own refuta- 
tion. 

That of all the ’ocracies (aristocracy and democracy in- 
cluded) hypocrisy is the most flourishing. 

That he who is in the clutches of the law may think him- 
self lucky if he escape with the loss of his tail. 

That liberty is a convertible term, whicli means exclusive 
privileges in one country, no privileges in another, and in- 
clusive privileges in all. 

That religion is a paradox, in which self-denial and hu- 
mility are proposed as tenets, iu direct contradiction to every 
man's senses. 
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That phrenology and caiidology are sister sciences, one 
being quite as demonstrable as the other, and more too. 

That philosopliy, sound principle, and virtue, are really 
delightful ; but, after all, that they are no more tiian so many 
slaves of the belly ; a man usually preferring to eat his best 
friend, to starving. 

That a little wheel and a great wheel are as necessary to 
the motion of a commonwealth, as to the motion of a stage- 
coach, and that what this gains in periphery, that makes up 

in activity on the rotatory principle. 

Tliat it is one thing to have a king, another to have a 

throne, and another to have neither. 

That the reasoning which is drawn from particular abuses, 

is no reasoning for general uses. 

That, ill England, if we did not use blinkers, our cattle 
would break our necks ; whereas, in Germany we travel at 
a good pace, allowing the horse the use of his eyes ; and in 

Naples we fly, without even a bit ! 

That the converse of what has just been said of horses is 
(rue of men, in the three countries named. 

That occultations of truth are just as certain as the aurora 

borealis, and quite as easily accounted for. 

Tliat men who will not shrink from the danger and toil 
of penetrating the polar basin, will shrink from the trouble 
of doing tbeir own thinking, and put themselves, like Cap- 
tain Poke, under the convoy of a Goddike. 

That all our wisdom is insufiicient to protect^ us from 
frauds, one outwitting us by gyrations and flap-jacks, and 
another by adding new joints to the caitda,^ 

That men are not very scrupulous touching the humility 
due to God, but are so tenacious of their own privileges in 
this particular, they will confide in plausible rogues rather 

than ill plain-dealing honesty. 

That they who rightly appreciate the foregoing facts, are 

Peoi)le’s Friends, and become the salt of the eartli — yea, 

even the most patriotic patriots ! ,. r •. 

Tiiat it is fortunate “ all will come right in heaven, tor il 

\s certain too much goes wrong on earth. _ ^ 

That the social-stake system has ono distmctive ment 
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x:' - :!;: a!-! >- -.e <.c.t i,.vc.n>c,.t ic 

humuuKy ; and tlmt if he l.us any vepctiuon ol h.s ueu.uu,, 

" ’Th^llnS^-oniy ...nines o.c 

tl.ivsf, and Ihcretae it is .v.^e to co.nmd al. our conccrna 

ro thQ koei>iii‘^ of lliose \vlio liuvc most ot it. 

Tkarother: seldom rogmd us iu ti.c su.ne l>ght we rogi.rd 

cnslhes Vduess the manner in tvhich 

verted me fro... a benefactor i..to the travelh.,s tuto. of 

’’‘'Th-,t’ honors are sweet eve., to the most ” 

sl.otv.. by tl.e satisfaction of Noah ... be.ng made a lo.d Ingh 

“'’’^I'iat tl,cre is no end. stim..lant of Immanhy as a good 

iwoHCVcd stukc in its atlvuncciucnt. ^ 

Th'at thongl. the mind may be set o,. a very ,m,..o,.er a.nl 

base object, it .vill not fail to seek a good m..t.vc for .ts jus- 
tilicatio.., fe.v men being so ha, dene, 1 in any f-''Ovehng pas- 
Sion, that they .vill not endeavor to deceive ihemsehes, as 

\Yell as their neighbors. i 

Tliat academies promote good-n-llowship in hnowle. _e, 
and good-fellowship iu liuowledge promotes 1* . U. U. O. 1^. 6, 

and II.O-A. X.’s. .i 

That a political rolling-pin, though a very good thin 

to level rights and privileges, is a \cTy had thing to level 

houses, temples, and other matters that might be named. 

That the system of governing by proxy is more extended 

than is commonly supposed ; in one country u king resorting 

to its use, and in another the people. 

That there is no method by which a man can be made to 

covet a tail, so sure, as by supplying all his neighbors, and 

excluding him by an especial edict. 

That the pertcctioii of consistency in a nation is to dock 
itself at home- while its foreign agents furiously cultivate 

CUuui aUi*OaU» 
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lliflt names are far more useful than things, being more 
generally uiulerstood, less liable to objections, of greater cir- 
culation, besides occupying much less room. 

That ambassadors turn the back of the throne outward, 
aristocrats draw a crimson curtain before it, and a king sits 
on it. 

That nature has created ineqtialitics in men and things, 
and, as human institutions are intended to prevent the strong 
f’’om oppressing the weak, ergo^ the laws should encourage 
natural inequalities as a legitimate consequence. 

Tl)ut, moreover, the laws of nature having made one man 
wise and another man foolish — this strong, and that weak, 
human laws should reverse it all, by making another man 
wise and one man foolish — that strong and this weak. On 
tl)is conclusion I obtained a peerage. 

That God-likes are commonly Kiddles, and Riddles, with 
many people, are, as a matter of course, God-likes. 

That tlie expediency of establishing the base of society 
on a principle of the most sordid character, one that is de- 
nounced by the revelations of God, and proved to he in- 
BuHkient by the experience of man, may at least be ques- 
tioned without properly subjecting the dissenter to the 
imputation of being a shcep-stcaler. 

That we sehlom learn moderation under any political ex- 
citement, until forty thousand square miles of territory aro 

blown fi om beneath our feet. 

That it is not an infallible sign of great mental refine- 
ment to bespatter our fellow-creatures, while every nerve is 
writhing in honor of our pigs, our cats, our stocks, and our 

stones. 

That select political wisdom, like select schools, propagates 

much questionable knowledge. 

That the whole people is not infallible, neither is a part 

of the people infallible. 

That love for the species is a godlike and pure sentiment ; 
hut the philantliropy which is dependent on buying land by 
the square mile, and selling it by the square foot is stench 

in the nostrils of the 

That one thoroughly imbued with republican niunUc.i.t 
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!nv.riaWy squeezes lumself into a little wheel, in or.ler to 

silow Ilow small lio cun become :it need. i i 

That hahit is invineihle, an Ks.iniinanx profei rms whale . 
hluh o beef-steak, a native of the Gobi Coast chenslune 
; ‘3 tom-totn befote a han.l of u.usic, anti cef.tt.n tfavelled 

countrv.nou of out- own sayino, - Co.nmen.l n.e to the Goi,- 

% 

'"'■illaranan-iitg a fact by reason is e.nharrassing, anti 
a.lmitsof caviling; while .atlapting a reason to 
a very natural, easy, every-lay, an.l sotnei.me, necessary, 

‘’™i'liat what men alhrm for their own particular interests 
they will swc.n- to in the end, uUhougU it slionld be a piop- 
o-silion as much heyond the necessity of an oath, us that 

“ black is white." _ 

That national allegories exist everywhere, the .mily . iHer- 
. nee between them arising from gra.lutions in the richness 


.)f imaiiinations. 

And liiially : — .. 

That men liave more of the habits, propensities, disposi- 

tions, cravings, antics, gratitudo, flap-jacks, and honesty of 

monikins, than is geaetally known. 
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